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PREFACE 


Tlie present work is an attempt, — apparently the first of its 
kind, — to collect, analyse, and systematise as far as possible all 
tlie information contained in the genuine Ismaili literature 
eonceriiiiig the histor}- of the grand Shihte inovemeiit which 
brought about the foundation of the Fatimid caliphate in N. 
Africa in 297/909. This work is not intended either to establish 
or refute the truth of such tradition, or of the claims of the 
Fatimids, or anything similar. The information collected here 
has remained for many centuries a jealously guarded secret, and 
only the changing spirit of modern times has made it possible to 
obtain access to it. Although eveiy possible effort has been made 
to render this collection as exhaustive as possible, it is beyond 
doubt that a certain number of .references, some of them perhaps 
of interest, have remained unused, partly because the works in 
which they are found were not accessible, and partly because they 
are included (as it often happens iit religious works) in the most 
unexpected contexts, where no one would reasonably search for 
them. It seems, however, almost certain that these w'ould not 
alter the general picture in any essential way. 

If this work should prove useful to students, this is entirely 
due to the most precious, admirable and unfailing co-operation 
and support of my. Ismaili friends. Without their help nothing 
could ever have been achieved on these lines. It is a sorrow to 
me that I am not able to acknowledge here publicly my feelings 
of profound gratitude and indebtedness to each of them 
separately. Old prejudices are still by no means dead, and. 
many of those who have proved their sincere sympathy with the 
cause, and have done very much to assist in these researches, 
would not wish to be associated with them in public. 

I am imnieiisely indebted to Mi'. Ali Mahomed Mecklai, the 
President of the Islamic Research Association, with liis Executive 
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Comiiiittee, for the pnbHeatioii of this work in their series ; and 
to Mr, A. A. A. Fyzee, for his helpfulness in placing at my 
■disposal his most valuable collection of Manuscripts, My pro- 
ibuiid gratitude is also due .to Mr. J. A. B. Palmer for having 
■kindly take.ii upon himself the dreary task of going throiigli the 
English of this work. 

W. IVAKOtV. 

Bombay, July 1941. 
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. Research in any vast subject, especially pioneer work depending oji 
the gradual discovery of new materials, always proceeds by periodical 
advances”, perfecting or amplifying what had been done earlier. Not 
rarely the discovery of new facts demands from the student a complete 
revision of his ideas on the subject, or even the undoing of the work of 
inontlis, or years. Such periodical revisions are quite in the nature of 
" things; in fact they are nothing but a welcome sign of the progress of 
research. 

It is therefore regrettable to observe that very often the real position 
of one student remains iinlmovni to other students working in the same 
field. Ideas or information of his, aheady rendered obsolete by later finds, 
are sometimes either taken as the basis of new theories, or disputed and 
refuted with much -v^aste of energy and time. Such a situation arises not 
only through the absence of full information as to the other worker’s 
publications, but also the lack of exact knowledge of the extent to which 
they have become superseded, or have lost their value. 

For these reasons I would like to suggest that every publication on a 
subject of research ought to be furnished with a bibliographical note 
containing an up-to-date and complete list of all the author’s relevant 
publications, together with a short indication as to the extent to which 
each of his works, in his own opinion, still preserves its value, and still 
reflects his views and ideas. Such a practice, if firmly established, would 
obviate many mistakes and misunderstandings. 

PublicaMo'tis of W. Ivanow on Ismaili subjects : 

1 . Ismafii MSS in the . Asiatic Museum of the Russian Academy of 

Sciences. {Bulletin de VAcadefnie Imperial des Sciences, St. 
Petersburg, 1917, pp. 359-386, in Russian.) Reliable. 

2. Ismailitica, I and II. {Memoirs of the AsiaMc Society of Bengal, 

Calcritta, vol, viii, 1922, pp. 1—76.) The work was the first publica- 
tion on Ismaili subjects, and therefore has become obsolete and 
unreliable to a large extent. In Part I the text is reliable, though 
some emendations may be introduced. Many comments are no 
longer good. In Part II information about Ismaiiis in Kerman is 
very valuable, as the conditions have lately undergone a great 
change. The list of the Imams has been superseded by nos. 13, 
18 and 19. 
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and the comments are not always correct. I have in my posses- 
sion now an old and correct copy of the same work, and hop© to- * 
edit it. 
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INTEODUCTORY NOTE 


Tkore is quite a considerable Hterature concerning Ismailism, 
its origin, the history of the Fatiimd caliphate, and other cognate; 
matters. Numerous works, mediaeval and modern, are specially 
devoted to this subject. In fact, it would be no exaggeration to 
say that these matters are generally regarded as well-known, and 
as constituting no problem, not only in the eyes of educated 
Muhammadans, but also in those of many orientalists. It seems 
therefore to be not quite unnecessary to explain why a new 
publication on these subjects, which introduces to the student 
the original Ismaili tradition, may not be superfluous or useless. 

The triumph of the Fatimid movement, and the brilliant 
career of the earlier Imams who built a great empire in N. Africa 
and Egypt, undoubtedly belong to the most momentous periods 
in the history of the Islamic nations, and of Muslim culture in 
general. Certain activities of the dynasty evoked far-reaching 
repercussions, not only within the wide limits of the Islamic 
world, but even affected the history of the far away Christian 
Europe, as in the case of the Crusades, for which the policy of 
some Eatimid caliphs was largely responsible. For all these 
reasons their history well deserves careful and critical study. 

At the same time such a study presents almost unsurmount- 
able difficulties. It is not scarcity of records, — ^which in fact are 
abundant,— but the absence of reliable guidance to the inner 
logic of the Fatimid activities which makes their history liable to 
misunderstanding. As seen by the eye of the outsider, uninitiated 
into the complex fabric of the reMgious base of their authority, 
their history appears as a fantastic mosaic, composed of the most 
contradictory, conflicting, and apparently incompatible elements. 
Periods of remarkable military triumphs, of unprecedented pros- 
perity and security, unparalleled religious tolerance, patronage 
of learning, art, and other cultural activities, are chaotically 
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interimxoci. witli periods ■ of . great national disaBters, famines; 
internal niu’est,. armed revolts, terrible defeats, abject misery, out- ' 
bursts of wild fanaticism and religions persecution, tiie nnprece* 
dented gro^^rtli of superstition, .extremist beliels, and so fortli. 
Tbe bcnvildered' historian,, from whom the secret inner iiiotives of 
many aspects of the Fatimid activities are hidden, is left eiitirtiy 
to his. own ..©Sorts' to make sense of the ' capricious and bizarre 
course of evolution of the Fatimid caliphate. 

The mediaeval historian obviously could not be e^xpected to 
realise that, the Fatimid caliphs, in their position of semi-divine 
kings of the ideal theocratic state, were aiwaj^s under an obliga- 
tion to comply in their actions with certain popular ideas and 
ideals, expectations and' beliefs, following to a great extent tradi- 
tional standards set- for their activities, which the}^ could alter 
only with groat difficulty. Such hidden spri'iigs of their cli’aina 
have up till now remained inaccessible to students. In the 
absence of anytMng better, the mediaeval historian had chiefly to 
rely upon so-called '‘thoroughly established facts, well known to 
every one*', in other words on mere popuiM’ ideas of the .matter, 
founded upon, and continuou>sly reinforced, by the anti-Fatimid 
propaganda of the Baghdad caliphs and their supporters. In the 
course of the long process of such senii-spoiitanoou>s and colloe- 
tive accumulation of ideas, and their polishing and adjustment in 
the coui'se of oral transmission, a consistent and comprehensive 
picture of Fatimid affairs was evolved. It well merits a special 
study, and its comparison with the original seetari^^n version, so 
far as the latter can be recovered, shows that in fact it was a kind 
of “negative" version as opposed to the authentic and logical, 
“povsitive" version. By a natui*ai process of condensation of 
colours, under the pressure of religious sentinieiit, not only has 
the story become as a whole very dark, but, moreover, every 
“white" spot in the original has been replaced with a corres- 
ponding “black". 

Comparing both these' versions,, we^ can di’aw long lists of such 
opposite parallels. Ismailism,: beyond any doubt, was chiefly 
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based on, and animated by fervent religions sentiment, 
whicli it eonld have never come into existence in the ^‘nega- 
tive*’ version it appears as a doctrine of atheism. It was, also 
quite undoubtedly, one of the most consistent , monotheistic 
systems ever conceived by human mind: — ^tho “negative” version 
declares that it was really a. doctrine of dualism, the “religion of 
the Magians The central and fundamental ideal of Ismailism, 
also common , to various Shiite sects, was the ultimate triumph 
of Islam as the sole religion of the world, the ultimate union of 
mankind in “one flock under one shepherd”, i.e. the Imam from 
the house of the Prophet, who alone can guide long suflfering 
humanity to a righteous and peaceful life, filling the earth with 
justice and equity even as much as it has always been filled with 
injustice, oppression, and bestiality: — ^in the “negative” version 
we find that Ismailism. was “invented to blow up Islam from the 
inside”. In the Siiilte doctrine the Alid descent of the Imam 
was one of the primary and indispensable dogmas: — ^the “nega- 
tive” version “proves” that al-Mahdi and his successors were the 
descendants of a Persian heresiarch, or a Jew. 

In its pure and complete form this version was probably 
never used by historians who found themselves too often con- 
fronted with facts which demonstrated its absurdity beyond dis- 
pute. On such occasions their remedy has been to suggest their 
compromise version, or some conjectural explanation, 
through which gradually great confusion has been introduced, 
and now in fact reigns in the literature of the question. Modern 
researches, based on the same materials, applied the same method. 
This is why we learn that Ismailism, an essentially conservative 
movement, had a “revolutionary” nature, or was created by 
“Persian nationalistic aspirations”, while in reality it was pro- 
bably the most ruthlessly consistent development of the earliest 
principles of Islam. ■ ' ■ 

The value of the original Ismaili tradition, even of those 
“crumbs” of it which alone can now be traced in available 
genuine Ismaili works, lies in its furnishing the background to the 



INTBODirCTORY FOTE 


xviii 

Mion-Ismaili information, and -yielding ekes for the docipliarment 
of many of the implications in a -mass of material .that had 
remained a chaos of popular ideas and iiidMdiiah lionie-made. 
theories, and guesses, usually quite baseless and imaginary.. Let 
there be no illusions- about the Isniaili tradition itself: it is pro- 
foundly. influenced and modified, by religious theories, beliefs, 
siiperstitio.iis, etc.- ■ But there is also no doubt that in the main 
it, preserves, a correct idea of the '‘skeleton®’ of events, however 
fragmentary such reminiscences may be. The present work is an 
attempt at collecting, systematising,, and, as far as possible, 
elucidating the tradition. We ,are here concerned only vdth the 
history of the Fatimid movement before final triumph inaiii- 
fosted in the proclamation of al-Mahd! as' caliph, in 297/909, in 
Raqqada. The reason why this work is limited to this period 
alone is the difficulty of undertaking a revision of the entire 
history of the Patimids. Strange to sa^^ as far as it is possible 
to see without special study, Ismaili literature as it survives at 
present preserves relatively much more information concerning 
the earliest period than concerning the history of the caliphate* 
That this is not an illusion is clear from thc^ 'TJ‘ywmi%aMMr of 
Sayyid-na Idris who wrote in the middle of the ninth /fifteenth e. 
The remarkable meagreness of his information, his thorough de- 
pendence on general historical literature, prove beyond doubt 
that no detailed and genuine historical materials had been pre- 
served in the Ismaili community, probably on account of the 
tragic end of the dynasty. 

It may be added that long established tradition, grown out of 
the religious controversy, has introduced a certain standard 
scheme in all works dealing with Patimid history, even the most 
modern ones. This scheme consists mainly in tracing the genea- 
logy of the founder, al-Mahdi, and describing the impious doc- 
trine, preached by the dynasty. The first item is not only due 
to the fact that for mediaeval authors the: history of the state 
was the history of its kings. It'seems that it: also largely depends 
on the fact that such genealogy ..occupied a very prominent place 
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ilk the system and works of the Ismailis themselves, because the- 
Alid descent of the Imam was one of the most important dogmas, 
while the dark period of '‘occultation’' always evoked certain 
doubts, and demanded special explanations. In a critical; study, 
:quite obviously, the question whether al-Mahd! really descended 
from the Prophet or not, is hardly essential for the historian. It 
will never be solved beyond dispute, and such a solution is a 
matter; of curiosity only. Even if the Eatimids really had notliing 
to do with the Prophet, they were at any rate universally recog- 
nised as his descendants by their followers, and were compelled 
to act according to those standards and religious ideals which 
they undoubtedly would have followed, had they been authentic 
Alids. 

The question of the ^^origin’^oflsmailism, andits ‘'^founder 
does not arise for the Ismaili : the founder is the Prophet, and 
the origin is the Divine Revelation of Islam. The mediaeval 
mentality had no ideas of evolution or the collective work of 
generations, and could not grasp the most complex process which 
formed the full-grown Ismaili doctrine. Por mediaeval man 
religious doctrine was always eternal, unchangeable, even if 
founded by the supposed heretics. Therefore the malicious Ibn 
al-Qaddah, who lived in the second/eighth c., must be made to 
invent the Ismaili doctrine of the fifth/eleventh c., and later. 
It is pathetic to study the learned discussions of critical, up-to- 
date scholars as to whether Ibn al-Qaddah was, or was not, the 
■ ^ founder ’ ^ of the doctrine. 

With regard to the doctrine itself, and its evolution, the 
Ismaili tradition, quite naturally, does not give any direct indica- 
tions; as far as possible while handling purely religious material, 
the matter is avoided in the present work. The question can 
only be treated by means of critical and thorough study of the 
earliest available Ismaili works. It may be noted, however, 
that the very facts of the history of the Patimid movement were 
by no means something entirely unconnected with its religious 
evolution, There is not the slightest doubt that the evolution of 
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.tie doctrine was inseparably., as body, and soul, connected with 
th© development of the political successes of the movement, its 
.expansion, its. political aims, and so forth. And vice mrsa, ideo- 
logical and, political considerations were strongly Infliieiiced by 
the evolving system of dogma, both its theory and popiihn* beliefs. 
This is, particularly noticeable in, such an important and cardinal, 
point as the doctrine' of the Imamat. ■ Uncontrollable events in 
family life could alter the originally simple and consistent theories, 
while the, theory itself could influence dynastic decdsions. 

.In addition to this there is no doubt that an important 
process was silently and unostentatiously at work for a long time. 
The unprecedented successes of the Fatimids which placed them 
at the head of the, whole Shiite movement undoubtedly attracted 
to them a huge number ,of recruits -from various decaying Sliihte 
schools. These people brought with them a great many ideas 
which had to be adjusted to, and amalgamated with, the standard 
Ismaiii theory. In fact, it is possible to discern sometimes 
quite clearly that theories and logical consequence carried little 
weight even in purely theoretical speeulations. Many theories 
appear which are indubitably introduced as corn]>romiBC»s 
explanations, or apologies to justify certain acts or changes in 
the system required by irrational events. All such alterations are 
carefuUy built up in the usual traditional style. 

The value of the original Ismaiii historical tradition is not 
limited only to the chance of a better understanding of the sub- 
stratum of the doctrinal evolution, and the course of the events 
which determined the further destinies of the Patiniid movement 
under their caliphate. Reliable knowledge of the details of their 
experiment is of immense importance to the study of the major 
problem of Shiism in general, because th© Fatimid caliphate was 
the only known large scale instance of the realisation of the 
Shiite dreams and theories concerning the Alid theocratic state. 

Under the influence of the ‘‘negative"’ propaganda version 
not only mediaeval, but even modern historians acquiesce in the 
idea that Ismailism was something different from Islam. They 
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tliBS:' disregard the imm important, fact tliat in .reality it 

was the leading and the most typical and developed school of 
Shihsin. . The latter itself, according to these ideas, was merely' a 
“politicaF’ inovoiiiont, 'or rather ' ‘‘ubiquitons Alid intrigue’', a 
long series of risings on the part of the numerous Alid adventurers, 
impudently outraging' that authority of the OmayyadS' and 
Abbasids which had been '‘‘established by law". Even in the 
most up-to-date researches we read that only after a long period 
of time did Shihsm begin to develop its own religious doctrine, 
and oven this took the form of absurd and fantastic sectarian 
beliefs. Views of this kind undoubtedly require thorough 
revision. 

References to the original Shi‘ite soui’ces suggest that there 
was little material difference in the doctrine of the various Shi‘ite 
schools (just as there was not much difference between Shi'ite 
and noii-Shilte Islam) as far as concerns their real religious 
beliefs and forms of worship, apart of those abstruse theoso- 
phicai speculations with which the rank and file of the community 
had nothing to do. Ismailism, under the most able guidance of 
the early Patimids, achieved a great success, while all other sects, 
including the school to which later on was conceded recognition 
as the “orthodox" Shi‘ite doctrine, the Ithna-‘ashari, were dis- 
organised and depleted, lost their influence, and in many cases 
entirely disappeared. 

Ample material means, the position of a sovereign state, 
and especially the great enthusiasm of the masses, permitted 
Ismailism to develop its doctrine and create a large literature to 
the extent which no other branch of Shi‘ism could have dreamt 
of producing at the time. In fact, Ismailism anticipated many 
advanced phases in the evolution of general Islamic thought, 
which were to appear centuries later. It was, above all, this pre- 
cipitate advance which created the illusion of the “rupture" with 
the more backward circles of Islam. In reality it was a grave 
disservice to Ismailism because it furnished the pretext for 
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.propaganda wliich misinterpreted their pliilosopli}?', and raised the 
cry that the movement was ‘ ^ outside the . pale of .Islam ” , ■ 

From a purely critical point of view, Ismailism was un- 
doubtedly, the most catholic and highly developed form of SM'lsm, 
and is t.hn.s invahiable for the study and iiiiderstaiidiiig of: the 
Shi^ite mind in general. The part of the latter in Islamic cultural 
progress was resolutely obscured by anti-Shi'ite sources, and its 
real extent and implications are only now beginning to dawn 
upon us. There is no doubt that serious researches will inevitably 
bring to light much more material which will necessitate a 
thorough revision of existing ideas and theories, and, as a result, 
the rewriting of many pages in the history of the Islamic 
civilisation. 


I. SOUECES. 


It appears that every reference to the Ismailis foinad in 
general literature has already been brought to light, and no 
important and substantial materials remain unused. A complete 
bibliography was published in 1922 by L. Massignon, in his 
'‘Esquisse d’une' Bibliographic Qarmate” (in the Volume of 
•Oriental Studies presented to Professor E. G. Browne”, pp. 329“ 
338). Additions to his list have of late been published periodic- 
ally by A. A. A. E3?‘zee, in the JBBRAS, Boniba^q in 1935, 
1936 and 1940. These lists include the Ismaili and non-Ismaili 
Islamic works, and the studies by different orientalists. 

Most probabl^^ all early non-sectarian authors, when writing 
about the origin of Ismailism and the Fatimid dynasty, w^hen 
the}?* do not offer their own theories, derive their information 
from a few original sources. And these themselves are ultimately 
based on a few Ismaili works, especialty the IftitdJpu'd-da'wa of 
-Qadi Nuhnan (cf. further on), or perhaps some other early authors 
whose names have not come down to us. The information de- 
rived from these early works was gradually adulterated by 
various additions, or perversions of the original statements, or 
condensation ”, or intensification of the alleged hereticism . And 
finally, when numerous versions were in circulation, these were 
still further perverted under the influence of different theories, so 
that ultimately lost all historical value. To trace this process, 
and to extract and systematise ail that hitherto has been made 
accessible to students in this matter, would be an exceedingly 
useful work. It would form a fascinating subject for a doctorate 
thesis, or the initial work of a serious research student, working 
somewhere within easy reach of a large and up-to-date library. 

With genuine Ismaili sources remaining inaccessible, and 
general sources being much adulterated, fragmentary, and ofte 
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perfect! j wortiiiess, ' the . ' works . of different orientalists mostly 
were '‘iiioveiiients in darkness”.- Except few tliej-Miiostly pre- 
serve aiiy value only as raw material, — in so far as they edit or 
translate original sources, either Isiiiaiii or non-Isinaiii. In their 
own conclusions and ■deductions different authors usually place 
too,, nine h .confidence on the ‘tconteniporary tcfstinioiw”, despite 
the obvious fact that' it is aerioU'Sly corrupted by bitter religious 
and political’ Jealousies and enmit.i6s. The result was that the 
same hostile, attitude. crept into, and coiitiiiued at work, in what 
.were intcuided as critical and perfectly impartial studies. Thus, 
in spite of more than a hundred years of research, and the publica- 
tion of many interesting contributions,, the problem rcmiaiiis as 
insoluble as it was in the beginning. 

Genuine Ismaili works have been not entirely iinkiiowii in 
European libraries for many decades past. But, strangely, they 
never attracted the attention of the students to the extent wlileh 
they really deserved.^ And now that at last the way has been 
opened to direct acquaintance with Ismaili iiteratiire, we ma}'’ 
take stock of what is generally available. It v'Oiild be proper to 
say that genuine Ismaili literature, being entirely religious in its 
interests, completely ignored history. Its authors and refMiers 
most probably relied on the general historical works. As shown 
further on, there is, for the earlier period, strictly speaking, only 
one historical vwk,— Qa^ ’Ru'nmn's Iftitdii.u'd-du%n. The 
next group of works, which to some extent may yield historical 
information, is hagiological tradition. This group also contains 
very few works. The next, also very limited group, is that of 
works on controversy,— just a few^ that contain allusions to 
historical facts. Finally comes the material w’^hich forms the 
main contents of Ismaili literature, namely the esoteric specula- 
tions, haqd'iq. Here, in the mystic twdHght, facts and things of 
this vrorld lose their ordinary features and outlines, law’-s of logic 
and commonsense: often disappear, and we enter the enchanted 
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realm of dreams, mirages, visions, symbols, and the most iincere- 
nioiiioiis twisting and falsification of history. 

However, genuine historical information is so scarce' in 
Ismaili literature that we cannot aiford'to neglect or disregard 
anything, and must do our best to avoid overlooking an interest- 
ing indication merely on account of its being disguised in religious 
garb. 

There is an important matter to be noted about these 
esoteric works, as about the exoteric and esoteric matters in 
general. Every student of Ismailism must properly realise the 
fact that the teiuns zakir and bating i.e. exoteric and esoteric, do 
not completely coincide with the terms ^‘plain’' and '"secret 
There are things which have nothing to do with esoteric matters, 
and yet are kept secret, and there are many esoteric doctrines 
which are not concealed. 

The zdhir matters kept secret are mostly those which are 
either unflattering to the Ismailis, or w^hich do not fit in with 
their religions theories, or which are suppressed because they 
w^ould stir up enmity in their opponents if they reached their 
knowledge. Sometimes such zdhir matters thus kept secret 
are really surprising, e.g. the names of different heresiarchs, or 
of erring and heretical sects. Books are written to refute their 
doctrines, but their names are omitted! 

It would be better to understand the term zdhir as '"general 
Islamic’’, or simply "general”, while the terms hatin'^ and 
haqd^iq may be taken as meaning "specially Ismaili”. There is 
no special secret about elementary esoteric doctrines, although 
generally everything in Ismaili doctrine and Ismaili literature is 
regarded as secret : it should not be taken outside the community. 
But real secrecy, even within the Ismaili community, is reserved 
only for those books which require a considerable amount of 
education and religious training to insure the reader against the 

1 The term hdtin is mostly used in genuine Ismaili works as a substan- 
tive, in the sense of the inner meaning revealed by or allegorical 

interpretation. Apparently it is never applied to the works, or doctrines.. 
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niisfortiiiie of being .misled. ttooiigli misiiiiderstandiiig them.. ' A 
well-known example may sulBce: the Enc\eloj.)aeclia of the 
lMmdnM'S‘Safds copies of which one can buy in any bookshop^ is 
regarded, as 

. There is another point to be m.a(.le clear. It is generally 
believed that information prese.rved in esoteric wcsrks is more 
reliable than that in the zdliir works, because esoteric \rorks are 
intended for the “chosen few’’, not for the “duped, fooled, and 
fleeced ” masses. This would be perfectly logical .; but in fact it 
is entirely erroneous, in so far as it refers to histoiical matters, 
not to religious. However surprising this may appear,, the^ real 
case is the reverse of this. 

: Where we have an opportunity to compare the versions of 
one and the sa,me event as found in the mhir and in the Imqd'iq 
works, we find very often that these versions diSer considerably, 
not onty as to the details, but as to the substance, and that the 
esoteric version for the most part is a favourite folk-lore motive, 
or simply a superstitious fiction, based on the mystical measmig 
of numbers, association of individual letters, etc. The best 
illustrations can be derived from two woll-knov n works of one 
and the same highly authoritative author, Sayyid-na Idris,- — ^his 
zdhir work ' U‘i/umi%akhbdr, and his esoteric treatise ZakndU 
•rm^dnl. In the Chapter XVII of the latter there is given what 
may be called the “secret ” and esoteric version of the history of 
the Imams, accounts of their real position, importance, etc. One 
typical example will suffice. 

Every student of Ismailism knows the historical accounts of 
that fateful night when the aged al-Mustansir unexpectedly died 
after a short and apparently not very serious illness, and the 
princes and other dependents were urgently summoned to the 
palace only to find that the all-po-^verful commander in chief had 


1 I have already sufficiently explained this in the introduction, to my 
“Guide to Ismaili Literature**, p. 19 sq., and during the years which have 
elapsed since its publication I have not found an;^d:hmg to make me alter 
my opinion. 
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already placed liis own son-in-law, the youngest prince Must a If, 
upon the throne, and required them to take the oath of allegiance 
to him. There are different versions of what had really happened,, 
— quite naturally, indeed. But it is quite clear that the eldest 
prince, the original heir apparent,' Ktizar, under one pretext or 
other, escaped, and took refuge in Alexandria, claiming his, 
rights. The events happened in the full light of history, and 
there is very little doubt as to their real trend. 

But this is what we find in the esoteric version, reserved for 
the /'trusted few” only, and withheld from the masses: when 
Maw!a-na al-Mustansir died, his sons came together, and started 
to dispute as to their rights to succeed him. No decision could be 
reached. Then Dhu'l-fiqdr (or Dhu^l-faqdr), the legendary sacred 
sword of 'Ali, was produced (from the unseen ?). All princes in 
turn tried their utmost to unsheath the sacred sword, but in vain. 
At last al -Must all made an attempt. And lo! The sword came 
out smoothly and easily. Thus it w^as clear to every one present 
that al-Mustali had the right to succeed. ^ 

This popular motive of many fairy tales of different nations, 
should, according to the ideas mentioned above, be taken in pre- 
ference to the zdhir versions. And there are many similar cases. 
If any valuable information can be gathered from esoteric works, 
it can only be derived from careful analysis of different con- 
tradictory statements, lapses, passing references "out of the 
focus of attention ”, etc. It must be made an elementary general 
rule never to trust esoteric and mystic authors, unless their state- 
ments are supported from other sources. The zdhir version 
should always be preferred, where there is a conflict between the 
two. 

Mystics, and believers in esoteric matters, live in a different 
world, of different values. Their logic and judgment are com- 
pletely dominated by religious emotions, and if these clash with 


1 Of. also the introduction to al-HiddyattiH-Amm^ ed. by A. A. A. 
Fyzee, pp. 14-15. 
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facts, the facts have to give way to the s©iitlin.eiit . Going through 
what may be called the esoteric interpretation of history, in 
general and individual cases, one finds in esoteric works falsifica- 
tion and twisting of facts to be a rule, to which there are but feir 
exceptions. .Facts arennade to fit spurious prophecies, iiiystieal 
theories about the symbolism of numbers, astrological predictions, 
religious ideas, and popular superstitions. The idea of conveying 
ii.n varnished truth to the chosen few, for whom such wo,i,‘ks are 
intended, is, perfectly alien to the nwstic mind.;' and, the,re are 
no limits to the most unscrupulous fakifieation. 

The earliest historical work in Ismaiii literature, and appa- 
rently the onl}^ one which is almost compietely free tfoiii religious 
adjustment of facts, is the Iftitdlm'd-da^wa wa ibtMM'n'd-dawlas 
completed in the beginning of 346/957, b^r the great Jurist and 
theologian of the early Fatimids, '*Q.adi Knhnaii'*, i.e. Abu 
Hanifa an-Xifman b. Muhammad at-Tamimi (who died in 
363/974), cf. Guide, no. 103. The author, a native of Qayi’awaii 
(near the present Tunis), entered the service of al-!i\Iahdi in 
313/925, i.e. about fifteen years after his eiithronemem . It is 
therefore quite natural to find in his work complete familiarit}’' 
with local conditions. 

His book was apparent^ intended for the general public as 
much as for the Ismaiiis, and probably was not kept secret in 
Fatimid times. The author does not enter in this work into the 
discussion of the religious aspect of the campaign of the founders 
of the dynasty, or their religious claims. It seems that all informa- 
tion about the conquest of N, Africa by the Fatimids, found in 
different works of general literature, is directly or indirectly 
derived from this source. It is very pleasant to hear that 
Dr. B. Lewis, as he twice mentions in his '' Origins of Isina'ilism 
(pp. 16 and 75), is preparing an edition of it. There are several 
copies of the work in Europe, and it really deserves a good 
edition. 

The author takes matters from the point of view' of a general 
historian; contrary to the habit of the great majority of Islamic 
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historians, lie does not wite a laudatory account of the events 
whicli centred round the subject of his glorification. His 'master, 
al-Mahdi, appears on the stage only in the last part of the book. 
For this reason, although the work is directly connected with our 
subject, i.e. the career of al-Mahdi, it gives very little informatioii 
which can be used in the present study. 

Apparently the influence and popularity of this early work 
was responsible for the appearance of other writings on historical 
subjects, and, beyond doubt, of the Istitan'l-Imdm, compiled 
under al-‘ Aziz {365“-386/975--996) by Ahmad b. Muhammad (or 
Ibrahim) an-Naysaburi (probabty a Persian), cf. Guide, no. 112. 
He is the author of several well-known theological works: his 
Ithbdtu'l-Imdmat, and az-Zdhira f% ma'rifati'd-ddri'hdhhira (cf. 
Guide, 114 and 115) are very popular, while another of his works 
W'-hich seems to have been very interesting, aUMujizatud-Jcdfiya 
(Guide, 113), on the organisation of the Fatimid propaganda, is 
preserved only in the quotations in the Tul^fatidl-quluh^ 

There is no doubt that he knew the Iftiidb^, as may be seen 
from the passage at the end of the work, in which he refers to the 
further journey of al-Mahdi, and his being looted by brigands 
near Tabuna.^ It is quite probable that his purpose was to 
supplement the Iftitdb^ with information which it did not contain, 
namely the antecedents of al-Mahdi before his ex:periences in 
Sijilmasa. 

With the kind collaboration of my friends, Dr. P. Kraus, 
Dr. Kamil Husayn, and Mr. H. A'zami, this work, together with 
the Sira of JaTar al-Hajib, has been edited by me in the ^‘Bulletin 
of the Faculty of Arts of the Egyptian University” (for 1936, 
issued ill 1939, pp. 93-133). For technical reasons it was im- 
possible to publish a translation and notes together with the 
text; therefore the English version is given further on in the 
present volume. 

1 A summary of this, and different details are offered in my paper, 
*‘Tb© Organisation of the Fatimid Propaganda”, JBBRAS, 1939, pp. 1-35. 

^ Cf, I stitdr, text, -p, 106. 
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It must he carefully noted that in all translations gimn here the. 
heginnings of the correspottdmg pages of the original AraMc text are 
''marked by heavy type figures. References in the index to such 
eo'mbimd text-and4ranslation units are given in heavy type. In 
■ he case of the Istitar and Sira the original Arabic text is that of the 
edition mentioned above. 

.. There are 'works which produce an extreineh’* good first 
impression, inspiring complete conMe.nce as to their reliabilitY 
and trustworthiness. This, however, eo.inpletel,v evaporates at 
the first touch of critical analysis. Works which are in the 
reverse position are much, rarer. And one of these seems to be 
the Istitdr. Its author, as may be seen from its shortness and 
“sketcMness’', apparently did not attach much import an(*e to 
his work, and neither apparently did maiiv generations of the 
Ismailis: it< was a pleasant trifle, sufficienth' religious in contents 
to be preserved in a thoroughly religious iiteratiire, but not 
se.rioiis enough to attract the unwelcome attentio.ii of .falsifiers.. 
It was t.his circumstance w.hich protected and pi:'eserved .i.t tc> 
this day. 

The first impression of the Istitdr, as every one can see for‘ 
himself by reading its translation here without c.ommeut s, is very 
poor, — it looks as if it had been written spectiaiiy for entertain* 
ment, mth no regard to historical truth. It seems to bc^ rather 
superficial, sacrificing too much to dramatisation of the narrative, 
introducing many details which are closely retniniscent of the 
Arabian Nights. But all this vanishes when we study carefully 
what it contains beneath the outer entertaining form, by seiiitiniz* 
ing every statement,, ■ and ■ collating it with available reliable 
sources. 

Only then does it become clear that in the Istitdr we have 
precious crumbs of information about a period which is a lost 
world in history, information which cannot be found anywhere 
else, and wiiich was saved from inevitable oblivion by the desire 
of Sayyid-na Ahmad an-Naysaburl to offer Ills refers an 
entertaining piece of reading. Legend occupies a prominent 
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part in ills narrative, but this probably was, all that he ' could 
find. 

Taking the story of the events for which we have an excellent 
source of inforniation, the Annals of Tabari, who was himself a 
coiiteniporary, we must admit that not only does the version of 
the Istitdr seem to be perfectly refiable, but, pieced together wdth 
what is found in Tabari, it permits us to reconstruct the picture 
of the time with rare completeness and convincing inner logic. 
Tabari’s reports are substantial, but lack cohesion and inner co- 
relation. When combined in one with the version found in the 
Istitdr, things that are obscure and isolated in his Annals at 
once appear in their true light. 

Scrutinizing details, it is easy to see that such small but 
rather important indications as references to local conditions,, 
distances between places mentioned in the story, etc., leave no 
doubt as to the author’s perfectly reliable knowledge of the 
country. The narrative itself, with different details which would 
not be very flattering to early Ismaihsm, such as the defection of 
the chief dd%, or the strange behaviour of some of al-Mahdi’s 
associates, shows a sincere intention to give a true version, as far, 
indeed, as the religious mentality of the author permitted it. All 
this makes the reader change his attitude completely, and, what 
is very important, inspires a certain amount of confidence also in 
those portions of the story w^hich refer to much earlier events, — 
that dark period which followed the death of Muhammad b, 
Isma'II. 

As we shall see later on, all early Ism aih sources w^hich are 
accessible iiow% refer with great obscurity to the intervening links 
between Muha^iU33iRd b. Isma'il and al-Mahdi, the ''three con- 
cealed Imams”, without mentioning their names. Apparently 
it was a grave sin to mention their names. Anyhow^, this was 
avoided. And although there probably wore some early hagio- 
iogicai works in which legends about these early Imams were 
collected, — the reports w^hioh« are incorporated in the fourth 
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,'voiiuiie of tiie 'Uyunu%akhbdr of Sayjid-iia Idris, ^ — -it is obvious 
"tiiat sucii information, for some obscime reasons, was not popu- 
larised amongst the masses/ It seems probable, liowever, .that 
:tliis work was the only source of Sayjid-iia Idiis for the iiiforiiia-, 
iioii .about the second half of the third/iiinth e. In any case, he 
•derives some stories from the Istitdr^ and has nothing to add 
tiom elsewhere. • We'shall refer to the contents of this work wiiile 
•discussing the.Ismaiii version of the genealogy of ai-Malidf. 

Next comes the Sira, or autobiography of Ja^far al-HaJib, 
which usually forms one small volume with the Istitdr. It was, 
most - probably, composed earlier than the latter, probably in the 
beginning of the reign .of aI-‘AzIz (SOS-SSb/OIo-QiJB), by 
'Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Yamani. In any ease it was com- 
posed after 346/957, the date of the completion of the Iftituli, 
to which it refers (p. 125 of the tex!t) under the title of Kitdh 
ft ihtidd'i'd-da*watiH-TdUM (for some reason the author 
avoids the use of such terms as Fatimi, 'Alawi, etc,). 

The student may at first feel suspicious about this ^\’ork. 
The figure of al-Mahdi, although historical beyond all doubt after 
his enthronement, is something like a phantom before this date, — 
nothing is certain about him, his career before he is procsiaimed 
caliph. And here we find a detailed story of Ills dc^partiire from 
Saiamiyya, and different details of his experiences ; it looks odd : 
he laughs, eats, has a haircut,, buys slaves, etc. But, Just m in 
the case of the Istitdr, there is no doubt as to the genuineness .of : 
the work: it is too clever and sophisticated for a faisification. 
There are cases of falsification in Ismaiii literature. To mention 
one, — 'the ''autobiography’’ of Nasiri Ediusraw^ in the KmMmi 
Fir. But the fact of falsification leaps to the eye from every 
word of it. In the Sira oi Ja'far there is too much exaggeration 
of the author’s own part ; his persona! matters block too much the 
vision of the events and -the figure of his master. But this is 

: 1 my “Ismailis and Qarmatiaiis ”, J.BBEAS, 1940. pp, 49-85, 

where the, story of..Sayyid-na Idris about Muhammad b. IsmaUI and his 
sons is translated. ■ 
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-exiactly what we shoiiH expect: the work obviously was written 
to reniind the old servant ’s masters- about his exceptional services. 
'The point of view of the author of the opuscule, looking at his 
master and the events in which he participated from the position 
of an old intimate servant, and of the domestic occurrences, with 
v%ich he was primaril^^ concerned, is perfectly genuine. There is 
no sign of its being artificially introduced,— it seems sincere 
from the beginning to the end. It is also very interesting that 
on several occasions the author plainly confesses that he cannot 
remember correctly owing to remoteness of the events.^- More- 
over, the compiler carefully notes all cases in which information 
was received not directly from JaTar, but indirectly, through 
some one else.^ For all these reasons I do not think there can 
be any doubt as to the work being on the whole a genuine docu- 
ment of the time. It seems also that the text is quite well pre- 
served, without any traces of attempts to interfere with it. In 
my edition I used several independent copies, and recently 
collated it with yet another copy, belonging to my friend A. A. A. 
Fyzee, and dated 1155/1742, finding no traces of real variants.^ 

The work contains many interesting details, and, if we have 
to admit its genuineness, it means that together with this we 
have to admit the genuineness of the account of the hero, — 
al-Mahdi. A complete translation of the original is given further 
on, and an analysis of its contents, in so far as al-Mahdi is 
concerned, is given in the chapter dealing with his genealogy. 

It may be added here that although the Sira of JaTar never 
mentions Ustadh Jawdhar, and his Sira, just as the latter never 
refers to the former, there must he some connection betwwi 
both these works. It is difficult to discover who originated the 
idea of compiling such a work, whether al-Mansur al-Jawdhari, 
the secretary of Jaw^dhar, or the compiler of the Sira of JaTar. 


1 Of. pages 120,123, 127. - ■ 

2 Of. pages 124,125,127. 

3 The different readings are given in the footnotes to the corresponding 
places of the translation, and the copy is called F. 
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Ustadli Jawcihar, a court slave, one of tJie ^mqdMba at Raciqada, 
entered tlie service of al-Mahdi after iiis triiiinpli over tlie 
Agiiiabids.' He was apparently av sort of an acixiiintant or 
secretary. ■ Later in liis life he occupied position of triLst, and 
held iiigii. rank in the service of the Imams. As may be seen 
on many occasions,- his religious position was quite except ional.^ 
His, dictated -by himself to -his secretary, is inueli bigger 
than that of JaYar. But while the latter reads like the seeimrlo 
of a high class historical film, the Stra of Jawdhar is intolerably 
boring : the elements of seif advertisement and of emphasis on 
his own importance are incomparably more promment here than 
in JaYar’s memoirs. It contains nothing which is of use to us in 
our present researeh, because during the reign of al-Maiid!^ 
the author was too young, and originally had no connection with 
Ismailism ; he only came in touch with political life at a iiiuch 
later period. The only redeeming feature of his work is the 
large number of quotations from the original papers of the 
Fatimids connected with their financial and administrative policy; 
although mercilessly abridged, they may well desoin^e a carefui 
investigation by students of the interna! policy of the early 
Fatimids. 

Passing from historical and biographical works to those on 
Ismaiii religious tradition, w^e must first of all mention a most 
important compendium producedl by the same Qadi Nirman, — 
the Sharhidl-ahhbdr. As may be seen from references scattertxi 
in the text, it wns one of the latest w^orks of the learned Qadi. 
In any case it was composed after the Iftitdli^ 
and al-Majdlis ^in%~mmdyardt^ mhidh are referred to. Thus it 
v\’as probably completed some time betw’'een 350/961 and 360/971. 

This is one of the earliest compendia of Sliidte tradition, 
obviously based on a number of early works subsequently lost. 
It therefore deserves the most careful study. Some of its sec- 

1 Of. further on, in the extracts from the Zahral-ma'dnl by Sayyid-na 
Idris, when he deals with the biographies of al-Mahdi and ai-Qa’im. The 
story is of unique interest. 
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t ions j especially tiiose dealing with early Shiite movements, 
deserve special notice! It forms two bulky volumes of about 
a thousand pages or more altogether, and is divided into sixteen 
parts ( We are here concerned chiefly with parts 14 and 15. 

The first deals with tradition concerning the Imams, from JaTar 
as-Sadiq to al-Mahdi. Part 15 contains prophecies and super - 
natural signs proving the high mission of al-Mahdi ; the first half of 
this part contains an interesting collection of earh?* popular beliefs 
and expectations connected with the Shiite dream; the second 
half consists of paraphrases of the corresponding portions of the 
repeating the story of the mission of Ibn Hawshab, i.e. 
Mansurul-Yaman, with his extraordinary successes, and their 
continuation by the other Abu ‘Abdildah ash-Shilj in the 
Maghrib. Only one passage, edited in original Arabic further 
on (Texts, pp. 31-34), is concerned with our present research. 
The further possibility may be mentioned that casual references 
to the same matters of some interest may be gathered from a 
careful examination of other works of Qadi Nu‘man, — such as 
ul-Majdlis wa^Umusdyardt^ or al-Mandqib U-ahl hayt MasuWl-ldh 
(cf. Guide, nos. 100, 102), although the information yielded by 
the examination of these bulky works may be very small.^ 

The next item to mention is the 'Uyunu'hahhhdr of Sayyid-na 
Idris (Tmadu'd-din Idris b. al-Hasan, the 19th dd'i of the Yaman, 
d. 872/1468, cf. Guide, no. 258). The work is in seven large 
volumes, and the portion with which we are here concerned is 
the end of the fourth vol. (completed in 842/1438), and the 
beginning of the fifth. Compared with a brilliant mind such as 
that of Qadi Nu 'man, w^e have to deal here with a much inferior 
intellect. The author’s narrow Yamanite outlook, his super- 

3. Of. my paper “Early Shiite Movements”, JBBBAS, 1941, pp. 1-23. 

^ Nu'man composed a work specially devoted to the religious 

aspects of the career of al-Mahdi,- — - the Ma'‘dlirmCUMakd% (cf. Guide, 101 ). 
Unfortunately, it is lost; therefore it is difficult to decide whether the 
corresponding pages of the Sharku%akhbdr B>m based on it (as other parts 
are based on various other earlier works of the author) ; or whether, perhaps, 
what is now treated as a separate book> is in reality an extract from the 
SharhuH-akhbdr, 
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■stitiotisness, liis irritating, method of never meiitioniiig the sources, 
either Isiiiaiii or noii-Ismaiii, which he freely uses. Ids readiness 
to pass at a moment’s notice from ' liistoricai narrative to the 
preacJiing of elementary .and well-known religious iiiattcu's, make 
Ids work exti'emely disappointing. On fuller analysis this 
impression gains strength. The first four ^'olumas are almost 
completely copied from t.he 81mrlp%%ahhbar , with occasional 
patches borrowed from other .works. The account of ai>Malidi is 
a verbatim copy of t,he Iftiidh. His coiicealnient of his sources is 
very treacherous : it is impossible to be certain on iiiaiiy occasions 
whether the source is Ismaili, or anti-Ismaili. .In. any case, his 
work must be handled with special caution. 

This list really exhausts the historical works in Ismaili 
literature concerned with oiu period. The bulky sixth voi. of 
the well-known KMbtil-azhdr {Guide, 275), b^?" a highly talented 
Indian Ismaili, Hasan b. Nuh b. Yusuf b. Muhammad of Bharueh 
(Broach) (d. 939/15B3), dealing with the historical matters, yields 
nothing new-. It is very lengthy (over 1350 pages), and is a 
collection of quotations from the ‘Ui/unul-akhbdr, Another 
modern work, also by an Indian, Shaykii Qutb Burhaii|)uri, who 
flourished towards the end of the Xllth/XVIIIth e. (cf. Guide, 
no, 335), — Muritaza^u%ahhhdr, is merely an epitome of the 
‘ Uyumdhakhhdr, to which, as a second volume, is added a eoiicis© 
history of the post-Fatimid period, based on different sources* 
This later part seems to be of more value, for its particular 
subject. 

To pass from works on religious tradition to esoteric works 
is like passing from a religious school to the temple itself. In 
tradition there may be something new'', some acquisition of fresh 
information. In esoteric and dogmatic works one lias to deal 
with things eternal, revealed by God, unchangeable and not to 
be criticised. The purpose of the authors of the different works 
is not to convey new knowledge, but to explain and present in a 
more attractive, convincing and clearer form those eternal truths, 
which are already well known to the adherents of the sect. This 
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is tlie sphere of religious art , in which the question of '‘how’’ 
is everything, because “what” is already known. Every author- 
vies with the other in the invention of novel ways to prove what^ 
has been already proved differently a hundred times. As tisual 
in such nnatters, the earliest works are invariably the more 
original and attractive by reason of their freshness and sincerity. 
Gradually, in the course of time, these writings become more 
and more overgrowm wuth habitual associations, routine, and 
imitation ; they become stereotyped, pedantic, petty minded, soul- 
less. In Ismaili esoteric literature it is only in the earliest 
period that one finds erudite wmrks such as those of Abu Hatim 
Riizi and Haniidu’d-din Eaiinani, full of real philosophic effort. 
Later on the spirit evaporates, and the speculations degenerate 
into manipulation of ready made ideas and sentences. Still later, 
in the provincial surroundings of the Yaman and the stagnant 
atmosphere of the middle ages, crude superstition spreads 
very widely. From the earliest simple and clear works one 
passes by degrees to ponderous volumes which claim to be the 
most secret revelations of extraordinary mysteries. A good 
example is the Shumusu’z-zdhira by Sayyid-na Hatim b. Ibrahim 
(d. 596/1199), cf. Guide, no. 205. Here, side by side with the most 
abstruse speculations on the system of emanations, and on the 
mysteries of the creation of the universe, one meets the most 
learned and ponderous discussions of such important questions as 
why, according to the words of Jaffar as-Sadiq, the Jinn do not 
like the proximity of a bath-house (Jimmmm), and flee from the 
place in which one is built 

In esoteric speculations connected with the subject of our 
research several matters should be noted. The most important 
is what may be called the symbolical parallelism of events.. 
Whatever the true history of the Imams, their genealogy, suc- 
cession, etc,, these had to be nothing but a complete parallel and 

^ As is known, Fatimid Ismaiiism regards the ideas of the Jinn and 
angels as abstractions, denoting certain natural and cosmic energies. The 
whole matter is therefore a highly afostruee speculation. 
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repetition of the events connecteci witli tlio precursors of the 
Imams and Prophets. Generations of k^ariied Isinailis, iiiciiidiiig 
a man, as really clever as Qadi Niihnan,, wasted tiieir time and 
energy with amazing persistence in tracing such parallolisni in 
the legends of the great prophets of ancient liines. If the 
Fo.iinder' of Islam left as his successor hlli, according to the 
.Sliilte doctrine, it was heoause ,his remote ancestor Abraliam had 
done this or that with, his son Isnia'il, etc. The idea is ti'aced 
through the legends of all t.he prophets, frcun Adam onwards, 
and huge efforts are exp^ended in forcing these into uniform 
terms. It may be noted, that such reference to precedents in 
religious history is a prominent feature of the Coran itself; the 
Ismaiiis only carried the method to its exti‘em6. In such .spefnila- 
tions ail difference between the historic case and its legeiiilary 
prototype gradually?’ disappears, and the sense of reality is often 
lost : is the author referring to IsmadI b. Ja'far, the Ismaiii Iniaui, 
or to Ismail son of Abraham ? Ail this seriously affect s tlje 
reliability of historical information, because, consciously o!* uncon- 
sciously, the authors of the esoteric works foi'cc tlic real events to 
resemble as much as possible the circumstances in the leufuid. 
Sometimes historical personages are I'eferred to uiidei* ihe names 
of their Bibhcal prototypes. A quotation (Texts, p. 81-106) d'om 
one of such ta'wU works, by JaTar b. Mansuril-Yaman, is trffered; 
it clearly shows how much confusion can be introduceil by 
enthusiastic practitioners of this method. 

The second important point is the sii|)orstitious belief in the 
mystical implications of numbers. The belief is obviously of 
immense antiquity, based on one of the most fundamental pro- 
perties of the human mind. Rh 3 dhm, the sense of symmetry 
and dissymmetry, obviously is one of the most primitive element s 
of our spatial perception. It is quite natural that its projection 
upon the perception of the universe should have worked at all 
times as a power jful stimulus to human curiosity. P^dhagoras 
with his numerous successors was one of many early sages to take 
up the matter very seriously. The middle ages, with their 
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cabbalistic speculations, ^ had a firm faith in the reality of such a 
rhythm of things in the visible world. In the esoteric Ismaili 
doctrine this idea is an indisputable assumption. Hence springs 
the ''Sevenership of the IsmaiHs; and aU their doctrines of seven 
Ndtiqs, seven Imams, etel The force of these superstitious ideas 
was iininense, and historical facts were' bent and twisted meroi- 
'iessly to fit them. Astrological speculations, to some exitent aisO' 
connected with such numerical periodism, also contributed very 
much to the falsification of history, as de Goeje has already care- 
fully elucidated it in his “M6inoire” (pp. 69-73). I am giving 
an extract from the late esoteric work, Zahrulma'^dm,^ by 
Sayyid-na Idris, which is a t 3 ^icai example of this mentality. 
There was another form of the same numerical mysticism in the 
speculations regarding the number values of different names 
found in the system of the Druzes. In the Ismaili system it 
seems that they were not so popular. 

Apparently the earliest esoteric work which contains some 
information useful for our purposes is a mystic work of Sayyid-na 
Jaffar b. Mansuril-Yaman, the famous author of highly valued 


1 However strange this may soxmd, the early beliefs in the cycle of 
Seven Imams, and that the expected Messiah would be the Seventh of 
them, were shared by the Ithna-‘asharis» The great compendium of the 
ShiUte tradition, the Bihdru^l-anwdr of Majlisi (vol. XIII}, in dealing with 
the hadlths and akhhdr predicting the advent of the Mahdi, quotes several 
prophecies in which he is expected to be “the son of six” {ihn sitta). The 
author tries to offer his own explanations, which are not in the least 
convincing. 

2 Usually the title is pronounced Zakru%ma^dm (with a in Zahr), 
But Dr, Zahid Ali, Professor of Arabic in the Xizam College, Haydarabad, 
himself a Bohora, has Idndly explained to me that all learned Bohoras 
pronounce it Zuhr, with u, because the word is the Plural from azhar, 
“brilliant, shining, beautiful”. To me this seems sensible, because the 
work deals with many subjects, practically covering the whole field of 
Ismaili dogmatics. Therefore the title such as “(Many) beautiful ideas” 
(or subjects) would appear to be more appropriate than “Afiower of ideas”, 
in case we read ZahruH-ma^dnl. But there is no doubt that there are no 
rules or logical grounds in the choice of florid titles of works in Arabic. In 
addition to this, there is a general tendency in India to pronoimce Aj'abic 
words mostly with a: nasrat (= nusrat), hazar Imam {hddir Imam), etc. 
Anyhow, as this is rather immaterial, and as other learned Ismailis 
whom I consulted prefer the reading Zajir, I leave it as it is pronounced 
by the ''majority. 
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esoteric mitings, ' a- eGntemporary .of Qadi S'li'jiiaii,— the 
Asrdfu'fi-mitaqa' (ef. Guide, no. 43).^ The son, or, most probably, 
gi’aD.d-soii, of the conqueror of the yaiiian, lie, as often lia|>peiis, 
had not iniierited the qualities of his ancestor. Probably iia, vlng 
had a good start as the relative of siieh a celebrity . he could 
never' rise above pretentious m^nstic speculations, wliieh as far 
as can be seen, are heavy and unoriginal. 

The Asmru'n-mi^qd" is elosety connected vith his other 
work, the' 8am'ifw'n-mitaqd\ being apparently a revised and 
amplified version of the latter. The Sard^iridn’-mdjiqrf deals 
summarily with the m3’stical synibolisni of the Cbraiiic legends 
regarding the earliest great prophets, Adam, ISTub, and Ibrahim, 
and ends vdth two different explanations of the CXIth sura of 
the Coran (tahhai yadd Ahl Ladiah). 

The Asrdrn" n-7iutaqd' , vhich w'as composed about 380/990, ^ 
is apparently a new version of the preceding 'work. The first 
fifty pages or so are taken from t^,he earlier book., and, from the 
story of Ibrahim onwards, the version has' been c:?oiisiderabIv 
amplified. At the end there are some 'very int(i‘estirig reference.s 
to Isma'il b. JaTar which I shall set out without atiy attempt to 
condense the story, so that this extract ina^^ serve^ at tlie same 
time as a good specimen of this kind of works. The main subject 
of the book is the story of Ibrahim, and the proofs of the right 
of Ismail b. JaTar to the Imamat, It contains a strong con- 
troversial element, directed against the Ithna-^sharis. In this 


1 ,1 am mxicli indebte.d to Mr,- A. A. A, 'Fyzee for his having kindly 
lent to me a precious copy from his collection, an old yamanite manuscript, 
dated the 8th Dhl’!-Qa‘da 742/15 Apr. 1342. 

2 This may be inferred from the words of the author that 120 years 
have passed sine© the “disappearance” of the last Imam of the Twedvers 
in 260/874. But we need not take this figure as perfectly accurate, — it 
is obviously approximate, and the date of the work would, most probably^ 
be a little earlier. Therefore it seems to m© clear that the author was 
not the son, but most probably a grand-son of Ibn Hawshab. If the 
latter was an adult in 266/880, who could be entrusted with such a 
responsible mission as his campai^ in the Yaman, it is difficult to believe 
that his son could be flourishing in 380/990, i ©. 120 years later. So far I 
have not been able to trace the full name of this Ja,‘far b. 3Iansiir. It is 
quite possible that here has the meaning of a “descendant”, not son. 

2B 
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respect it is very interesting as one of the earliest controversies on 
the doctrine of the Imamat * The stories of Jesus and Muhs^mmad 
are very coneise. ■ Although I have not collated the works, it 
seems that the Asrdm^n-nutaqd' may possibly be an “answer '’ to 
Qadi Nu'man’s famous AsdsuH-ta'wU (cf. Guide, no. 71), which 
deals with precisely the same matters, but without a clear con-, 
troversial tendency. 1 ' 

The next important “witness in the case”, as far as I have 
been able to ascertain, is the brilliant Sayyid-na Ham!du’d-dm 
Abniad b. 'Abdil-lah al-Kirmani, the chief dd% of “both the 
Traqs”, i.e. of W. Persia and Mesopotamia, who flourished to-- 
wards the end of the fourth and in the beginning of the fifth/ 
eleventh c., and died probably towards the end of the reign of 
al-Haldm (386-411/996-1021) whom he devoutly defends in many 
of his writings. ■ 

As a correction to the acount of his works given in the 
Guide (pp. 43-46) it may be mentioned that the most probable 
sequence of his main works was this: the Rahatu'Vaql (no. 117), 
a bulky philosophical work, and one of the most fundamental in 
Ismaili esoteric literature, often quoted, paraphrased, etc., was 
apparently one of the earliest amongst his writings. Amongst 
his later works, all to a large extent controversial in spirit, are: 
al-Masdbii,fiithbdtH-Imdmat (116), Mabdsimu'hmubdshardt (133), 
al-Kdjiya (135), and Tanblhu^l-hadl wa%mustalidl (118), w^hich 
is one of the latest of all. There is elm al-Edwiy a (132). All 
these contain historical allusions, especially the Kdfiya, Tanblhu% 
-Mdl, Mabdsimu'l’muhdshafdt, B>n6. Masdhlb'^ 

A Syrian dd%, Abul-Fawaris Ahmad b. Ya'qub, who wrote 
under al-Hakim, left an interesting treatise, ar-Bisdlafi'l-Imdmat, 
divided into 16 questions {Guide, 14:S), It is preserved in the 
second volume of that most valuable chrestomathy, MajmuVU 
4arbiyat, of Sayyid-na Muhammad b. Tahir al-Harithi (d. 584/ 

3- Although there is no doubt that this work was composed long after 
Qadi Nu'man’s death (in 363/974), there are no references to him in the 
AsrdTu'n-Nutaqa\ 
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H88)j .cf. ,195. Tho.ugh it does not , mention jiaineSj. It 

obviously refers to the anti-Ismaiii polemics. 

Next ill chronological . order comes the strange Glmi^fMu'L 
-nmwdUd^ ascribed to Sayyid-na al-Khattah (d. 533/1138; cC 
Guide, 184). ■ A .qnotatioHj .from an incorrect eopi'-, has been 
.published by B.' Leivis in- his "'Origins of Isiiia‘!!isiii p. 109. 
The purpose' of the work is to prove the gemiiiic-Miess of the 
Imamat of at-Tayyib, the son of al-Aiiiir (495-524/1101-1130), 
the last Imam of the Mostalian line, wliose historical reality is 
highly questionable, and whose exivSteiiee, is a matter of faith. 
Many works .in post-Fatimid Ismaili literature toiieli on this 
subject, and there would be nothing particular to notice about it, 
if it did . not contain one most amazing statement, namely a 
revelation -that al-Malidi was not an Imam, and the , father of 
al-Qa’im, and that there was a fourth concealed Imam, .of whose 
existence apparently no other work knows aiiything, and who is 
to fill the vacant place. This is so extraordinary that it is worth 
while to examine the case in detail. 

The work is- divided into five habs, each subdivided into 
fasts: 1 . ithhdt%b%l},n§ajffhfamHT alAtJmd-^ 2 . anyndsuttdl* 
-muttal^id bid-ldhut ; 3 . hadhihil-b^ddUMt wa itlihdtu' s-§a!0,i mhidm, 
etc.; 4. ithbdPidl-inidfmt Whimdm at-Tayyib; and 5. al-latd^if 
wa ghdyatu-hd wa%bujubu%hlmnisa wa zuhurudid bidf^ududi-hd 
wa mkumd-inaqdm bi-jamS-hd wa tajalU al-GImyb bidm. It 
begins with the usual speculations about the necessity of guidance 
for the people which God, in His mercy, never refuses, always 
keeping in the "12 islands of the earth?’ His “proofs”.^ One 


2- The htijjats of the twelve jazlms are very often referred to in 
different esoteric works, whenever they touch on the rather frequently 
discussed subject of the hvdmkjdd^dtn. But the names of these jazdit are 
never mentioned in this connection, — presumably because this is a 
matter of general knowledge. Such presumption, however, seems to be 
too optimistic: on enquiry from very many learned Ismailis, I was only- 
able to elicit their confession that they have no knowledge of this, and 
even that they were unable to name the work in which I can find inlbima- 
tion. But at last, quite incidentally, I discovered this, in an esoteric 
treatise, Bisdlatu'^l’Bas'inala, by Sayyid-na '.‘Ali b. al-Husayii b. al-Walid,' 
the cousin of the fifth Yamanite dd%, who flourished towards the end of the 
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of such proofs, for the Yaman, is the petty local princess, al- 
-Hurratul-Malika. There follows a lengthy discussion of the 
question whether a woman 'can be such a Jpujjat, or not, which 
is decided In the affirmative. Then follow esoteric speculations 
about the manifestation of Divine wisdom in man, about the 
question 'of the satr of Imam at-Tay 3 db, and satr in general, 
about succession of Imams. In the fourth bdb are discussed the 
questions of the genealogy of at-Tayyib, and of his being a 
legitimate successor of his ancestors, and the belief that he is 
not dead. Ultimately the matter is again transferred to the 
sphere of abstract speculations, and of proofs by numerical values 
of letters, etc. On the whole the question can be easily summed 
up in the author’s own statement : such is our belief, and the 
belief of our ancestors. 

The whole matter seems from beginning to the end to be 
e^ttreinely suspicious. We can visualize the situation. The 
assassination of al-Amir took place in 524/1130, — the Mustalians 
make it two years later, 526/1132. In this year, according to the 
tradition, the infant heir apparent, for some unknown reason, 
'^disappeared” without leaving any trace. As Sayyid-na al- 
-Ediattab died in 533/1138, the treatise cannot have been written 
later than only nine years after this extraordinary event. Imagine 


sixth/twelftli c. {Guide^ 192). It is ineltided in that valuable chrestomathy, 
the MajmuhCt-tarhiyat (cf. Guide^ 195). In this treatise there is a table, 
showing the theosophio scheme of the position of the Imam in the XJnivei*s©. 
ill this are included the titles of the twelve hujjats. I consulted three 
copies (all modern), but in on© of them the table was omitted. The other 
two agreed completely, except that in one of these on© name was missing. 
It appears that in this sense jazira does not mean the “island’*, as it 
usually means, but is taken here in its basic sense, from the vootj-z-r = to 
cut off, and therefor© means “a slice, cutting”, or a part, a section. There- 
for© the expression “ 12 /a 2 :a’^V” should be translated as the “12 sections 
of the world’s population”. They are: Arabs, Turks, Berbers, Negroes, 
Abyssinians, Khazars, China, Baylam (obviously for Persia in general), 
Bum (= Byzantium and Buxop© in general), India (Hind = Eastern 
Afghanistan), Sind (“ India in general), and §aqaliba (Slavs, — often 
confounded with Sicily). Thus this classification is partly based on geo- 
graphical, and partly on ethnographical principle, and plainly belongs to 
the fourth/tenth c, (cf. the names: JQiazars, Daylam, Saqaliba. Cf. also 
further on). Expressions such as are found in the e.g. tlmjazlra 

of Harran, of Syria, etc., obviously mean the province or district. 
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that the heir, apparent of a first class power snddenlj disappears 
Without . leaving any trace; but .at-Tayyib was for the . Isinaills 
liiconipaFably .•niore ' important than any ordinary priiieej~he 
was ail ill all for their religious life.. Then we find that one of 
the religious leaders of the communityj just a few years after 
tthe calamity, writing in a purely abstract and academic manner, 
basing his , speculations on the vaguest and most abstract prin- 
ciples, confines himself, in short, to the bare assertion that we 
must believe him to be alive. , Together ivith such discussions 
comes the statement that al-Mahdi was not an Imam, and that 
his place belongs to, a mysterious fourth concealed Imam whom 
for so,me reason the Ismaiils for over two hundred y^ears had 
concealed with such extraordinary jealousjn It is impossible to 
ascertain without exhaustive study of Ismaili literature whether 
similar revelations are found in other works also. So far I have 
found traces of these only in the Zahru^l-ma^dm of Sayyid-iia 
Idris. As may be seen finm the translation of the original 
passage further on, he alludes to this theory clearly enough for 
those who have read the Ghdyatu'hrmwdUd, but not clearly 
enough to pin him to his word. 

Learned Ismailis usually accept without any reservation the 
tradition which attributes certain works to different well-known 
authors, though in some cases it appears very suspicious. In 
this case the situation is the same. There are no indications as 
to the name of the author in the work itself. The reasons for 
which it is attributed to al-Khattab are unknown. But it seems 
almost obvious that the work belongs to a much later period. 
Perhaps it was composed by Sayyid-na Idris himself ? Obviously 
under what may be in a way called the ‘'pressure of public 
opinion’’, he boldly incorporates the myth of Ibn al-Qaddab in 
his Zahru%7ria‘dm, With his “diplomatic sense”, he apparently 
arrives at the way of reasoning which comes to a compromise : 
since every one thinks that al-Mahdi was a descendant of al- 
"Qaddah, he must let it . be so. But, nevertheless, he shall reveal 
the “truth ”, a .great mystery:; al-Mahdi was not the father of 



MAjlLIS OF S. HiTIM. 


2S 


the ancestor of at-Tayyib, al-Qa’im. The latter’s real father was 
a super-mysterious Imam "Ali, who died on his way to the 
Maghrib, leaving his son al-Qa’im in charge of al-Mahdl. 

All this is highly suspicions, and apparently no allusion to 
this is found in earlier sources. Strangely, the author of the 
F%hnstu%-Majdu\ so well informed, omits the QMyatu%mawaMd 
from Ms, list, perhaps feeling certain doubts regarding it. I tried 
my best to ascertain from certain experts in Ismaili literature 
whether the work is quoted or referred to in any recognised 
esoteric treatises, but I was unable to elicit any definite iiiforma- 
tion. This is not strange, because many esoteric authors rarely 
refer to their authorities by name. It would be necessary to 
read all the esoteric works in order to be certain. We shall re- 
turn to these matters further on. 

The next, chronologically, is the collection of the Majdlis, 
i.e. lectures or discourses, of Sayyid-na Hatim b. Ibrahim al- 
-Hamidi, who was the third Yamanite dd% and died in 596/1199. 
Only nos. 77-133 of his lectures are in existence {Guide^ 216). 
We are here only concerned with a portion of the 117th majlis, 
the supposed prophecy of ‘Ali b. Abi Talib himself, obviously 
compiled in the beginning of the fifth/eleventh c., in the reign 
either of az-Zahir (411-427/1021-1036), or al-Mustan§ir. It 
refers to the Imams not under their names, but under 
numbers. This, as also the confusion of dates, is apparently a 
crude device to give verisimilitude to the prophecy Although 
of no particular importance, the extract seems worth quoting, 
because it contains interesting allusions, and reflects the spirit of 
probably influential circles (Texts, pp. 107-113), 

The latest esoteric work of importance which should be 
quoted here, the Zahru'l-ma'dni by Sayyid-na Idris 260), 

has been already referred to. It covers, as usual, the whole field 
of the subjects of esoteric theosophy, and in the 17th chapter 
gives a systematic review of the whole list of 21 Imams, describing 
their esoteric position, and explaining the religious character of 
their activity. An extract, covering the biographies of the Imams 
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from Isilia'il b. Ja^far to al-Qa’im, is offered fiirfclier on, with a 
Goiiiplete translation (Texts, pp. 47-80). 

With regard to tie quotations and traiislaticns from the 
original works, offered here, several points ina,y be noted. As a 
rule, there ' are praeticjaliy no. genuine variants in the Is, mail! 
manuscripts preserved in the Boliora comniiinity in India. Most 
probably they have been 'copied from one single ea!*l,y copy ^ 
brought from the Yaman; or, possibly, even in tJie Yainan itself, 
as a general rule, careful cop^dng from a single original edition, 
and' respect for the wnrks themselves, safeguarded tlie copies 
from-' inexactitudes, ■ If any differences betu'een copies exist, 
they are almost iiivariabl}^ due to mistakes of tlie seiibes, arising 
partly from imperfect knowledge of Arabic, and ]>artly from 
illegibilit}^ of the original. In a gi'eat majority of cases they can 
be easily rectified. Therefore, in order not to burden the edition 
with often quite ixnnecessary notes, only the most important ate 
here given in footnotes to the translation. Anothei* reason for 
adopting this course is that except in very few cases ail cf.qiies 
at my disposal were quite recent, and only there were <j!U^ or two 
of each work. It should be therefore carefully notcMi tijat the 
editing of all texts in this volume is only tentaUm. and witimut 
any claim to finality and complete reliability. 

As the present texts have an auxiliary character, and, I hope, 
msbj he in the future rendered unnecessary by complete editions 
of the whole works, I have not cared to expend time on scrutiniz- 
ing every word in them. I shall be obliged to those wlio care to 
suggest emendations, wherever necessary. ^ 

With regard to translations it should be noted that I con- 
sidered it inexpedient to lay doxra any rigid rule as to whether 
a translation of the extracts should be given in the text of the 
analysis, or in the separate section of translations. In order to 
economise space, I have thought it permissible not to edit original 
quotations from works which do not raise any doubts as to the 
meaning of the terms, such as extracts from the 'VymuiLakhhdr, 
or the first volume of aUAzMr. But those texts, which either 
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claim special importance, or may offer ground for doubt as to the 
implications of tbe original expressions, are given bare in tbe 
original Arabic. All translations, both in the special section, and 
in: the tex:t 'of the analysis, are as literal as practicable. :But 
certain portions, of secondary importance, are either briefly 
summarized, or simply omitted in translation. Such are the 
invocations of blessings after the names of the saints, except in 
cases where they present something out of the ordinary. Whole 
passages have been omitted when they contained statements 
which would be resented by other sects of Islam, and when they 
presented nothing of importance for the trend of the narrative. 
Also omitted are the boring and stereotyped excursions into 
Biblical parallels, when they are of no importance (except in the 
extract from the Asrdm'' n-nutaqa^ , in which they form the main 
part of the argument). On some occasions the extracts in 
original Arabic are edited, hut left without a translation, because 
intended for reference only, as in the case of the Ghdyatu^U 
-mawdlld, 

(In order to make it easier to follow the argmnent, I would 
recommend the readers, before proceeding further, to read my 
paper, '‘Ismailis and Qarmatians”, in the JBBEAS, 1940, 
pp. 43-85, and pieces 1 and 2 in the Chapter VI further on.) 





IL AL-MAHDI, HIS ANCESTORS AND FAMILY. 

1. The Genealogy of al-Mahdl, and Ms Family. 

Many students of the history of Ismailism have remarked 
the strange fact that the Fathnids, despite what may be called 
^Very strong provocation”, never made a public proclamation 
and official announcement of the genealogy which they claimed, 
and which was so much disputed. Their own version was 
apparently known only either through various renegades or other 
people for some reason closely connected with the sect, such as, 
e.g., Akhu Muhsin, and others. It is referred to fragmentarily, 
and, as far as I know, there is no indication of its being incor- 
porated in any official document, and refuted by their enemies 
in toto. The Abbasid proclamations of 402/1011 or 444/1052 are 
vague, and do not quote it. So strange a silence is taken (as 
by de Goeje, p, 6), as one of the proofs that their genealogy is 
not genuine. This idea is rather nmve: with the resources at 
their disposal the Fatimids could easily have had the most 
reliable genealogy prepared by the best specialists, and have 
bought the testimony of the greatest authorities, in case an 
official version, true or falsified, as the case might be, had really 
been required from their point of view. It may be safely pre- 
sumed that such shrewd politicians and men of such brilliance 
generally as were the first Fatimid caliphs, realised perfectly well 
the dangers of the situation ; there are many proofs that hostile 
propaganda, trying to compromise the Fatimids, striking at 
the root of their authority,— their Alid descent,— reached its 
destination, sometimes sowing grave doubts in the different 
Ismaili communities.^ But notwithstanding all this, nothing 
was done, although there are traces in esoteric Ismaili works of 

2 . xhe epistle of al-Muizz bi’l-lali to his dd% in Sindh, quoted in the 
‘0'2/«iym’^aM6af, siiffici©ntly proves this. Cf. my paper “Ismailis and 
,'Qarmatians”, 1940, pp. . 74-75, . ■ ' 
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the time, indicating that religions authorities were by no means 
blind to the consequences of such apparent inactivity. 

It is remarkable that the names of the three concealed 
Imams, the links between al-Mahdi and the ancestor to whom he 
laid claim, Muhammad b. Isma'il b. JaTar, are not mentioned 
even in the Ismaili books of tlie time; Abu Hatim ar-Ilazi, Qadi 
an-Nu‘man, in his numerous works, Ja'far b. Mansun’I-Yaman, 
and other authors of the fourth/tenth c., never mention these 
names. The first, towards the end of this period, to break silence 
was the author of the Istitdr, analysed above. And later on such 
references appear in the later xvorks of Sayyid-na Hainldu’d-din 
al-Bdi‘mani, the great philosopher and high ofSeial, obviousty in 
view of the great pressure of the hostile propaganda. They 
appear in Hs controversial works, airparently intended for perusal 
within t.lie coBimiiiiity.i 

Thus w^e. may safely infer that there was a yery strong re- 

ligious prejudice directed against “uncovering those whom God 
has veiled”, or inspired by some similar idea. It rvas probabh’ 
regarded as a great sin, and it was felt that any in(H>uveiucucc 
should be endured rather than that such an ofence should l,e 
committed. Such psychology is by no means .strange in the 
Ismaili surroundings; it always persisted, and even noM^ stil! 
persists in certain cii-oles. To keep secret everything connected 
with their reUgion, however remotely, is one of the most im- 
portant principles in IsmaiH life. It is quite obvious that in tlie 
conditions of that remote time, and the heated atmosphere of 
religious fanaticism amongst the masses, such a precautionary 
measure was most stringently enforced. Most probablj', this so 
got into the “blood” of the community, that even after the 
situation had changed, and the Fatimid power was able to secure 
the safety of its subjects, the taboo for a long time was not relaxed. 

For this reason those who were for any reason interested, in 
the descent of the Fatimids were left to their own ingenuity in 


^ See further on, p. 46 sq. 
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case they did not trust the version- expressed :by the Fatimids’ 
own claims.. ' The variety of genealogies suggested, by various 
parties and historical writers must really constitute, a record 
— these amount to several hundreds.^ With their predominantly 
liostile tendency, each author vies with the others in inventing 
something more huimiliating and scandalous for the dynastjr. 
The most “effective’’ (and at the same time apparently the most 
absurd) version, according to which the Fatimids were descended 
from a certain heretic, ‘Abdu’l-lah b. Maymun al-Qaddah, has 
won general approval. It has become a sort of an “ofScial and 
generally recognised” version in non-Ismaili circles, has been 
treated quite seriously, and even now evokes attempts at repair 
by ingenious theories. We are going to study it further, and it 
will suffice here only to mention that it has vitiated to a consider- 
able extent a great deal of non-sectarian testimony which would 
otherwise be really valuable.^ 

We do not know whether there were any attempts in Ismaili 
literature to sum up available historical information about the 
ancestors of al-Mahdi before the ' Uyunu%ahlihar of Sayyid-na 
Idris. But by far the best and most succinct account is found 
in the first volume of the Kitdhu'l-azMr, the chrestomathy by the 
eminent Indian Ismaili, Hasan b. Nub of Broach, as mentioned 
above, in the chapter on sources. We may offer here a translation 
of the relevant portions, omitting superfluous details. 

. . . “ The fifth Imam was Mawla-na Jaffar b . Muhammad, Abu 
"Abdil-lah, surnamed a^-Sadiq. The period of his Imamat was 
34 years and seven months; he died in the month of Shawwal 
148/Nov. -Bee. 765, being 68 or 69 years old. He was buried 
ill the Baq!' cemetery (in Medina), next to the graves of his father 
and grand-father, of Imam Hasan b. ‘Ali, and Fatima, the 
daughter of the Prophet... 


1 The latest work on this subject is Prince P. Mamour’s “Polemics on 
the Origin of the Fatimi Caliphs” (London, 1934). 

2 See further on. Chapter III . 
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Tiie sixih Imam was-. Mawla-na, b. Ja‘fai\ Abii 

Mubariimacb sumamed al-Wafi. He died diHing tlie lifetinie 
of ills fatlier, but not before the latter had appointed Iiiiii as ills 
successor. (It is' stated 'in history that Ms grave Is in tiiej- Baql- 
cemetery. I visited it in 904/1498-9; it was situated 'within the 
city wails, near, the Baqi'-gate). ' He bequeathed Iiis position tu 
liis son, Muhammad b. Isma'il, with the consent of bis father, 
transferring to him the office of the Imariiat by his father’s, 
Imam Ja'far’s order, and in his presence. Imam Jadar com- 
municated this o.iily to the heads of the Shiite coniiauiiity, out. 
of fear of exposing Ms heir to danger, in pmsuance of the policy 
of concealment ; thus only a few knew of this, those privi,Ieged 
ones who knew for certain that the designation of the Imam is 
irrevocable, and that the Imamat can be transferred only from 
one person to one, from the parent to the son. 

■ The s&mnih Imam was Mawla-na Muhammad b. Isma^'il, Abu 
^Abdil-lah, surnamed asli-Shaldr. He bequeathed his rank to 
his son ‘Abdul-iah b. Muhammad... , His grave was in a place 
called Farghmia (some say Naysabur). It is narr-ated that the 
Imams of the -period of zuhwr (i.e. the Fatimid caliphs) have 
I’emoved the ashes of the concealed Imams to Cairo, but God 
alone knows whether this is true.^ 

Now comes the second heptade of the Imams, who are 
called khulafd\ or “successors*'. 

The of them is ‘Abdul-lah b. Muhammad b. b. 

JaTar, Abu Muhammad," surnamed ar-Hadi, or, as some sa^r, 
Nash. He died in Salamiyya, and w^as buried ' there, but his 
ashes were afterwards transferred to Cairo. 


r Cf. my “Ismailis and Qarmatians”, JBBEAS, 1940, p. 63, In 
June 1937, while on a visit to Cairo, I did my best to disco\er traces of 
Fatimid tombs. With , the help of Prof. Kami! Husain, of the Egyptian 
University, references in some mediseval works, dealing with the Qarafa, 
have been \^eri6ed on the spot, and local inhabitants w^ere questioned. Hut 
nothing could be elicited. It would be an interesting subject to collect 
references in mediaeval authors to these graves, as also the tomijs of the 
Fatimids in Mahdiyj’a. It is obvious that all of them have been destroyed 
since the fail of the dynasty. 
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The second of them was Ahmad b. ‘Abdi’l-lah, Abu’l-Husayn, 
surnamed at-TaqI, or, as some say, al-Khayr. He died in 
Salamiyya, but his ashes, as in the ease of his father, were later 

on transferred to ■ Cairo. 

The third of them was Mawla-na Imam al-Husayn b. Ahmad, 
Abt 'Abdil-lah, surnamed az-Zaki. He died in 'Askar Mukram 
(in Khiizistan), and his burial place was concealed. 

The fourth of them was Mawla-na al-Imam 'Abdul-lah b. 
al-Husayn, Abu Muhammad, surnamed' al-Mahdl bil-lah, 
Amirul-mu’minin. He was the first of the Imams of the period 
of mhuT (i.e. possession of secular authority), the dawn of the 
Light, the one who brought about the alleviation of the lot of the 
faithful. He was born in 'Askar Mukram in Kliuzistan, on the 
night on Monday the 12th of Shawwal 260/30- vii- 874, or, as some 
say, 259/11-8-873 (if the day of the week mentioned here is 
true, the later date is perfectly correct, — the day really was a 
Sunday). 

His father returned with him to Salamiyya, where he was 
brought up by his uncle Abu 'All al-Hakim (i.e. Muhammad b. 
Ahmad ?), surnamed Sa'idul-Khayr, in whose charge his father 
left him. It was this Sa'idul-Khayr who sent the dd% Abu’l- 
-Qasim Hasan b. Farah Ibn Hawshab, surnamed Mansur, to the 
Yaman. His father died when he was eight years of age.^ His 
uncle Abu 'Ali al-Hakim married him to his own daughter, and 
Abul-Qasim al-Qa’im bi-amril-lah was the issue of this marriage. 
Imam al-Husayn b. Alnnad (obviously Abu 'Ali al-Hakim, who 
is really meant here) died a short time after the marriage. The 
duration of the Imamat of al-Mahdi, since the day on which he 
left Salamiyya to his death, was 38 years, five months, and three 
days.2 Propaganda in his favour has spread everywhere, in the 

2- This is obviously h&Bed on the I stitdr, 95, where it is said that 
al-Mahdi was at that time a child (/? JjMiH-tufuliyya) end Sirat Ja'far 
al-hdjib, 109. 

2 This falls upon the 12-th of Bamadan 283/23-10-896. Al-Mahdi 
must certainly have left Salamiyya several years later, before the invasion 
of Sy ria by the sons of Zakruya. Most probably in reality this date refers 
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YaiBaii and Maghrib, but nobody knew either Ills name or place 
of resideiiee. He died in Mahdiyya on the night of Tuesday in the 
niidclle of E^^ab. I 322/4-3-934, being 61 j-ears, five niontlis and 
three daj’s old. . He was buried in Mahdi^^^’a. 

The fifth of them was Mawla-na al-Iiiiam Miihanimad b. 
‘Ahdil-lah, Abul-Qasim, surnamed al-Qaliii bi-ainri'l-Iali, 
Aiiiirul-miihiiinin, He succeeded his father at the age of 47, 
and his reign lasted 12 years, sis: months and 27 days. He 
died on the 14th Shawwal 334/19-5-946, at tbe age of 59 years, 
six months and 27 days. He was binied in Mahdiyya.” 

, It may be added that the same information is i*epeated in 
the &st volume of al-Azlidr in tabular form. 

. It is not necessary to take all these precise calculations of 
the age of.al-Mahdi and ai-Qafim as quite reliable. In fact, it 
seems certain that al-Mahdl was born either in 259 or in 260 a.h., 
although some authors mention 266/879 (Ibn Khaiiikan, II, 77) 
as well, probably wrongly. But about the date of the birth of 
al-Qa’im there is greater discord: usually the date is given as 
280/893, approximately, of course. The same Ibn Kiiallikan 
gives three alternative dates: 277/890, 280/893 and 282/895, and 
it seems that the last one is nearer to the truth. Tlie statement 
that al-Qa’im succeeded his father, al-Mahdi, at the age of 47, 
implies his being born when al-Mahdi was only 15-16 years old, 
perhaps less. It is most probably taken from the fifth volume of 
the 'U^unu%akkbdr, and seems to be too early, Wiisten- 
feld (86) says that at the date of his death he was 55 years 
old, and this again means that he was born about 280/893.^ 

In my previous paper, "Hsmailis and Qarmatians ”, JBBBAS, 
1940, pp. 60-67, 1 have already given the contents of the passages, 
referring to Isma'il and Mufiammad b. Isma'ii, found at the end 
of the fourth volume of the 'Uyunu'hakhbdr of Sayjud-na Idris; 

to tlie death of his guardian, Muhammad b. Ahmad, as we may sec 
farther on. 

1 Cf. interesting references in the /S'taif of Ja^far where it is repeated- 
ly mentioned that at the time of the emigration al-Qa'im still was a 
smallcMld,' ^ ■ 
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and we may here add what may be gathered about the .three 
concealed Imams. Sayyid-na Idris has derived his informa- 
tion, as may be seen, from the Shari^u'UaJchbdr of Qadi Nn'inaii 
(very little, indeed), I stitdr, the portion of the lost /Sw , of 
Manshrnl-Yaman, quoted in the beginning of the Iftitalpu'd- 
and some other few sources which cannot be identified. 
His informatio.n is very meagre, and he makes up for this in the 
biography of Imam Ahmad b. ‘Abdil-lah by inserting a lengthy 
account of the Ikhwani's-safa, which are supposed to have 

been composed by this Imam. Here is a translation of relevant 
passages: . 

^'Then the Imamat went to Imam ar-Radi ‘Abdul-lah b. 
Muhammad b. Isma'il, after his father’s death. He returned to 
Nihawand, where he married a daughter of Hamdan, son of (or 
son of the ixncle of) Mansur b. Jawshan, who was from Kazirun. 
The issue of this marriage was a son, ‘All b. ' Abdi’l-lah, surnamed 
al-Layth, and a daughter, Fatima. The Imam’s brothers also 
married, and had posterity. 

When ‘Abdul-lah b. Muhammad became the Imam, the 
Abbasids intensified their search for him everywhere. For this 
reason he left his son ('Ali ?) as his lieutenant, and himself went 
into concealment, so that none of his agents or ordinary followers 
knew his whereabouts. (Before leaving them) he instructed his 
dd%s in the knowledge of the religion, his own and of his holy 
ancestors, and the dd%s were strictly carrjdng out their instruc- 
tions.” (Here follows the story of the heresy of Abmad ibn al- 
-Kayyal, already translated and discussed in the previous paper, 
JBBRAS, pp. 64-5.) On p. 65 of the same paper a translation is 
also given of the passage, describing the further movements of 
the Imam: he again hides himself, this time in Day lam, accom- 
panied by 32 trusted dd%s. Here another son, Ahmad, his 
successor in the future, is born, by an Alid wife whom he took at 
Ashnash. After this follows a lengthy story of al-Ma’mnn’s 
strange plan of abdicating in favour of ‘Ali ar-Rida, son of Musa 
al-Kazim, and the latter’s death. On pp. 65-67 the reader will 
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find the details of the Iniam's appointing as his deputy liis omn 
brother al-HiisaTO b. Miibanimad, his being procialined an Imam, 
the tragic , death of h4Ii al-La}i:.h .(the son or t,!ie brother ?), the 
journey of al-Hnsa^m to Khwarizm, to his brother Alnnad, and 
the death of all members of the family, ainbosliCHl by enemies. 

‘'When the Imam received news of all this, and of the misfor- 
tunes that befell, his' brothers and his son, he loft Ahwaz, and 
went to Samarra, where he stayed for a time,, with his son Abniad. 
He wrote to his dd%s^ informing them, that he was in safety* 
Then he travelled to Syria, disguised a,.s a merchant. He ulti- 
mately settled in Salamiyya, where he built a house, still eon- 
tinuing to play his part of a merchant. There were living many 
Hashimites, some of whom were related to the Abbasids, So he 
pretended to be one of these, and .tv'as regarded as one of tlreir 
number. He was respected for his great piety and v,irtue, 
which trere the proofs of his high position. He kept in strict 
secret his owii real name, and the name of his son. 

His dd'u have completely lost trace of him. Then thev 
arranged a search, sending out their devputies to look ,fo,r the 
Imam. Amongst these notable dd%s were a certain Hnrinuz, 
with his son Mahdi,^ and Siirhaf b. Rustam, ^ with his son Tiiiran. 
This Mahdi had collected four thousand dinars in cash, from the 
donations of the faithful. He took the sum with him, and 


3. In my paper, “Ismailis and Qarmatiaiis'*, p. 85. I ha\’e already 
raised the question as to this Mahdi b. Hiirmnz being the father of Abu 
Zakariya Yahya b. al-Mahdl aVT^mami or af-§amami, killed bj' Abil Said 
in Balirayn soon after 281/894. Br. Lewis, in Ms work '‘The Origins of 
Ismaiiism” (Cambridge, 1940), p. 78 sq., collects several forms in which 
this name is met with in historical reports, conjecturing that these imply 
one' and the .same, person. May. we. go a step further, and suggest that 
this Mahdi was also the father of another prominent .Ismaili Zaki*uya 
b. MaMuya, the father of the invaders of Syria ? If this Mahdi was a 
young man in the beginning of the third/ninth c., Zakariya, or Zakruya, 
the father of the ‘‘Qarmatian’* brothers, could have been his son, St'ieh 
considerations are merely a guess, based on the indubitable tendency, 
noticeable in the history of early Ismaiiism, for high offices to become 
hereditary in certain privileged families. 

2 The strange name Surhaf is apparently a later Yamanlte Arabization 
of the original Persian Sulirab, as is obviously suggested by the combination 
of the names: Suhrab b, Eustam. 
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started on Ms tour in searcli of the Imam. He bought some 
cosmetics, hiding money in his wares, making inquiries about the 
Imam whose description he mentioned to the people. At last 
when 'he came to Salamiyya, he was directed to. the house of his 
master. He asked the servants to be admitted in the presence 
of the Imam, explaining his being a dd%. Then he was admitted, 
and saw the Imam, to his great Joy, and handed over to him the 
money which he had brought. Later on he returned to his 
country, and organised the da'wat there.^ 

The Imam remained in Salamiyya to the end of his life. 
He appointed as his successor his son Ahmad b. 'Abdil-lah b. 
Muhammad b. Isma'il, and circulated his will to his dd%s. Then 
he died, and was buried in Salamiy^^a. 

After the death of his father, Ahmad b. " Abdil-lah b. Muham- 
mad b. Isma‘il became the Imam. He sent his dd%s from 
Salamiyya to different provinces. His dd^u rallied around him 
(ittasala hi-M), preaching in his favour, but preserving the 
utmost secrecy as to his residence and his real name. He married, 
and had a son, al-Husayn, who was his eldest son, and 
ultimately succeeded him after his death.” Then the author 
proceeds with the story of Imam Ahmad’s compiling the Ency- 
clopaedia of IhJiwdnu’s-safd, the purpose of which was to coun- 
teract the heretical and anti-Islamic innovations which began 
to spread with the connivance of al-Ma’mun. A detailed ac- 
count of the contents of all the 52 risdias is here given.^ 

1 This story differs slightly, from that of the Istitdr, p. 93 sq. ISTo 
Mahdi is mentioned there, although he may be referred to, in reality, 
under his kunya. 

2 Of. Quide, Ismaili tradition usually regards the “abbrevia- 
tions” of this work, aT-Bisdlatu%Jdmi^a and, as later 

compositions of the author and of his son, al-Husayn b. Ahmad. Ap- 
parently there existed also other abbreviated versions. On perusal, these 
secret works, which are supposed to reveal deep mysteries, easily seem to 
contain nothing but a skeleton of the main work. It is therefore a tempting 
suggestion that one of these “abbreviations” may really foe a very early 
original version, perhaps going as far back as the third/ninth c. (judging 
from the well-known archaism of the ideas in the B, Ikhwdni's-mfd} . And 
perhaps the story of the “learned society ”, spontaneously founded for the 
compilation of such an encyclopaedia, may really contain a nucleus of 
truth in the fact that at a later time, in the fourth/tenth c., imder the 
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The ImBm, .then gave orders to distribute copies of the new 
Eneyclopsedia in mosques,- for -the guidance of tli-e people. 
This was reported to al-Ma’mun, who, not unnatiiraliy, became 
very interested to find the source of this new form of propaganda. 
Follows the. touching story of the devout and brilliant daft 
who comes to ai-Ma'mun, participates in the disputes vdtli 
theologians of different schools, comes out victorious, is asked 
to show the real .Imam to- whom the caliph swears to hand over 
the supreme authority, then ultimately confesses hinrself to be 
the Imam, and is beheaded. Ail this is taken from the 1.4th jmz' 
oithe Sharhtdl-akhbdr,^ 

The Imam died in Salamiyya, and was buried thei*e. Now 
comes the section which is the most interesting for oui^ inquiry, 

“ His son, al-Husajui, surnamed az-Zaki, succeeded .him as 
the Imam. .He organised the propaganda, spread it further 
afield, broadcasted instruction to .his followers {baiMIial-^ nlum 
U-sMati-hi), making it manifest (azkam-kd): he estal:)iished. 
proofs, explained the risdlm (apparently the Eiicyclopsedia 
of -the Ikhwdmds-mfd),^ and despatched his dd'w -eveiy where. 
He thus m.ade the true .religion, visible to those w.ho were in 
search of it. His propaganda -was spread widely hj^ his id%s, 
proseijiies became numerous, and different signs began to appear 
foretelling the advent of the Mahdi, and its near approach. 
The agents of the Imams promised relief to the people, iindef 
the law of Mam, and its injunctions. 

The Abbasids intensified their search, for him, but w^ere 
unable to. locate him. - They apprehended undeshable conse- 
quences to.themseives from his widely spreading propaganda, 

.Fatimids, a number of specialists, including even non-members of the 
sect, were engaged to compile detailed treatises on different subjects wiiich 
formed parts of the whole work. The matter is still obscure, and requii'es 
thorough investigation. Perhaps this hypothesis may to some extent 
offer a more promising line of research. 

1 The account given in the Asraru^n-nutaqd' of Jaffar b. Mansuri’l- 
-Yaman, in the extract translated further on, goes much further than these, 
almost admitting sincerity in the “conversion” of al-Ma’mun. 

2 the note 2 on p, 35. Apparently his is here 

implicitly referred to. 
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watcliing the rising might of the movement. His kept 
his name ' secret, avoiding to give any indication of his where- 
abouts, revealing this only to the most trusted followers. The 
time of the advent of al-Mahdi was approaching, and the Great ^ 
Date was due. 

The Imam al-Husa 5 m, desirous of promoting his propaganda, 
and organising his dd^ls, in furtherance of what God Himself 
wished in the way of the manifestation of His Light, travehed 
to Kufa, on pilgrimage to the tombs of his ancestors, ‘ Ali and his 
son, Husayn. Here he met with Abul-Qasim b. al-Farah Ibn 
Hawshab, later on the great dd'l, the conqueror of the Yaman.’^ 
(Follows an extract from the Sira of this saint, preserved in the 
Ifiitd^u'd-da'^ wa of Qadi Nu‘man, and already edited by Quatre- 
mere, JA, 1836). 

The Imam continued to live in Salamiyya, associating with 
the local Hashimites, and posing as one of them. Wealth of 
ail kinds was coming to him from all sides from his dd‘ls, 
(Follows an extract from the Sira of Ja'far about the under- 
ground passage, and the mysterious hoarding cave, the local 
Sesame of the Arabian Nights.) The Imam kept on the best 
of terms with the local governors, giving them rich presents, 
so that they complied with all his demands. He kept an open 
table for the Hashimites and others. 

''When the departure of Imam al- Husayn approached, he 
entrusted his son, al-Mahdi, to his own brother, Muhammad b- 
Ahmad, surnamed Sa'idul-KLayr, as guardian and as trustee 
of the Imamat which belonged to his son, al-Mahdi, at that time 
merely a child, who had to be put in charge of someone until his 
attainment of his majority. [I omit Biblical parallels, referred 
to here.] The trustee wished to keep the Imamat for his own 
son, depriving al-Mahdi of it. But every one amongst his sons, 
whom he made the Imam-designate, died, until no more sons 
remained to Mm.^ Meantime God had given victory to Abul- 


1 This is taken from the latitdr, p. 95. 
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-Qasim Ibii flawsliab in the-Yamaii, and lie prepared the clothes 
(tMpdb, — covers for the Ka'ba?), writing on these the name 
of ai-Mahdi bil-lah. This is what Imam al-Miistaiisir bfi-lih 
has revealed in his sermons about the story of his ancestor, ah 
-Mahdl bil-lah.^ 

.The grave of Imam al-Husayii was in 'Askar Miikrain, 
because he travelled to that place not long before the rising of 
the '' Qarmatians when their impious movement had arisen 
they oceuiiied Syria, He left his place and li,is people secretly, 
because of the vigilance of the Abbasids, and went to /Askar 
Mukram, where he died. His brother, Miihanimad b. Ahmad, , 
surnamed Sa'idul-Ehayr, died in Saiamiyya, and wa-s buried 
there. Thus the Imamat ultimately went to ai-Mahdi.^’ 

It is interesting that the names and dates in the account 
given ill the KitcWn^azMr sometimes do not coincide with those 
given by Say^id-na Idi’is. Therefore it seems there were also 
other sources, which were accessible to Hasan b. Huh; and it 
would be interesting to know why they were not used by the 
author of the ' Uyfmu%akkbdr. In order to systematise the 
material, we may trace here the genealogical trc^e, beginning 
with Muhammad b. Ismail. Information about him and his 
descendants, as available in all these sourcevS, raises many 
questions. Our sources are the ' Vyfmu%akhbdr (as in my paper, 
"Hsmaiiis and Qarmatians’/- in the JBBRAS, 1940; for brevity 
we shall ■ refer to it under '‘I.Q.*-’); the Stra (‘SS.’/; .and the 
IsUtdr ' ■ ' ■ . 

Mub^mmad b. Ismael had two sons who were .apparently 
born to him before, his migration to the East, — Ismi'ii. and 
Ja'far. They seem to be -quite historical (ef. ' Ufndaitdt-^TdUby^ 
209), left large posterity, are very rarely referred to in Isniaill 
works, and apparently played no part in sectarian life. It is 
impossible to ascertain whether “Isma'ii (II)'' who appears as 

1 It is not clear whether al-Mwstan^ii* refers here to the sins of 
Muhammad b. Ahmad in trying to usurp the office for his own sons, or 
only the reference to Ibn Hawshab belongs to him. 
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the successor of Muhammad b. Isma^iL in the'Druze genealogy 
of the Fatimids, has anything to do with this Isma'il, or is a 
mere fiction. 

In Persia one of his sons was ‘Abdu’l-lah, his successor, as 
the Imam ; he is apparently the same as ‘Abduh-Pahman of the 
Dasturul-munajjimin (de Goeje, 203). Tabari (III, 2218) is 
not certain about his historical reality; but the fact that he 
raises the question leaves it beyond doubt that already in the 
second half of the Ill/IXth c., i.e. about 100 years after the 
events, he was recognised as the successor of Imam Muhammad 
b. Isma'il in sectarian circles (I.Q., 60-63). 

Three other sons were: Ahmad, al-Husayn, and 'All "sur- 
named al-Layi}h’^ in full agreement with the Dasturu%mu7mjji- 
mm. 

'Ali al-La3?’th is apparently . confounded with another 'Ali, 
who is said to be a son of 'Abdul-lah. He was murdered by 
Abbasid emissaries (I.Q., 66). His son Ahmad avenged his 
death (ibid.). 

Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Isma'il (I.Q., 66) emigrated to 
Ediwarizm. We do not know what happened to him. 

Al-Husayn b. Muhammad b. Isma'il was appointed to act 
on behalf of his (elder) brother, ' Abdul-lah, travelled to Mekka 
in disguise, returned to Ahwaz, was proclaimed the Imam (I.Q., 
65) by some dd'is, against his will, as is stated, started for 
Khwarizm, to join his brother Ahmad, was ambushed, and mur- 
dered with all his relatives (I.Q., 66). Only Ahmad b. 'All 
al-Layth b. Muhammad b. Isma'il remained. 

‘Abdu'Mdh b. Muhammad b. Isrm'll travelled to Baylam 
(or Mazandaran), returned to Ahwaz (I.Q., 67), went thence to 
Mesopotamia, Samarra, and ultimately settled in Salamiyya. 
He had two sons, Ahmad and Ibrahim 95). 

About Ibrahim b. 'Abdil-lah b. Muhammad b. Isma'il 
nothing is known (even his name is not mentioned anywhere 
except for the Istitdr), save the fact that his posterity was still 
living at the time of al-Mahdi (cf, 97, — awldd Ibrahim). 
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They were apparently slaughtered later on in Salaiiiiyya by the 
‘'Qariiiatians’h in 291/903. 

Alpnad h. ' Ahd/Vl4aJh h. MiiJjammcid b. succeeded liis 

father, and is supposed to be the author, or, to use a more up-to- 
date, term, ‘‘ehief editor’’ of the Eneyclopaadia of Ikhwdnus- 
•safd. He lived in .Salamiyya, and had two sons, al-llusayn, 
.Ms successor, and ■ Muhammad, suniamed Sa'iclii’I-Khayr 
(1st., 95). As seen above, in the KUdb%%Azkm\ Ahmad b. 
'Abdi’l-lah .is endowed with the surname al-Khayr, and his 
son Muhammad is also called Abh '^Ali al-Haldm. Ail this 
obviousty may be true : there is nothing improbable in the fact 
that a person should have been called Abii 'iili Muhammad b. 
Ahmad, suniamed SaTd, and also Sa‘'idul-Khayr (Sa'^id,. son of 
al-Kha}n* ?), and at the same time also al- Hakim, as a tribute 
to his learning, or something on the same lines. .It is a great 
pity that the author of al-AzMr does not mention the source 
from which he has taken this,^ — perhaps this would put us on 
the track of something useful. A% mentioned ii'.i tlie same 
al-Azhdr, ai-Mahdi was married to this person’s daughter, the 
mother of ai-Qa’im. His posterity were living in Salamiyya, 
and probably perished at the hands of the ‘'Qarmatiaiis” with 
other members of the house in 291/903 {1st., 97). He himself 
.died soon after ai-Mahdi’s w'edding, — we will see tills presently 
in detail. 

Hmayn h. Almmd b. "Abdi'lAdh h. AMpmmnmd h. IsnmHl, 
the father of al-Mahdi, is apparently the same “Hiisayii” who. 
figures in the well-known story of the conversion of Ibii Hawshab, 
later on. the Mansurul-Yaman, although this, is not as .certain 
as could be desii’ed. There is apparently muc.h' confusion 
both in the ^Uyun and the Azhdr, of which it seems' easy to 
trace the cause: both derive their information from the Istitar 
and the Sira of Ja'far, and in these, for some reason, references 
are very ambiguous: who is referred to on su<li 

occasions, is not named, and from the context it is by no means 
easy to see who is meant in every particular case, whether 
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Ahmad b. ' Abdil-lah, his son Husayn b. Ahmad, or the ‘^acting’^ 
Imam, Muhammad b. Ahmad, or, lastly, al-Mahdi himself.^ 

As we have seen above, it is clearly stated in the AzMr 
that Hnsayn b, Ahmad died when al-Mahdi, his son, was eight 
years old. As the latter was born about 260/874, the date of 
Ms death must be ca. 268/881-2. , Tabari, as is known, refers 
to al-Mahdi under the name of Ibn al-Basri, — ‘^the son of the 
Basran^b and the Ismaih sources completely agree in tMs, 
emphasising the connection of the Imams, and especially of 
this Husayn b. Ahmad, with Southern Mesopotamia and the 
adjoining province of Khuzistan. It is stated that al-Mahdi 
was born in 'Askar Mukram, in the latter province, and that 
Husayn also died and was buried there. We can easily believe 
this: apparently in the second half of the third/ninth c. it became 
ever clearer that the centre of gravity of Ismaih power was 
shifting towards the South East: Southern Mesopotamia, Khuzi- 
stan, Ears, and the Yaman, which was best reached by sea from 
such places as Basra. It is therefore not difficult to believe that 


1 On pp. 108 and 109 apparently “al-Imam”, whom Ja‘far could 
remember, was Muhammad fo. Ahmad. On p. 115 “al-Imam” apparently 
is al-Husayn, as he is mentioned in connection with the mission of Ibn 
Hawshab to the Yaman; Firuz, the chief dd%f who later on rebelled against 
al-Mahdi, was the instrument by whom Ibn Hawshab was brought into 
touch with the “Imam”. But it may be also that as al-Husayn died soon 
after the first meeting, the mission was organised by Muhammad. Lower 
on p, 115, and further on, “al-Imam” plainly refers to al-Mahdi. On 
p. 122, giving details about the career of Abu’ 1- 'Abbas, the elder brother 
of Abu ‘Abdi’i-lah ash-Shi‘i, he again refers obviously to Muhammad b. 
Ahmad: “and he saw ai-Imam and al-Mahdi, with al-Qa’im with both of 
them. He (al-Qa’im) was at that time still a small child”. Further on 
“al-Imam” again plainly refers to al-Mahdi. As the whole Swa clearly 
shows, da'far never refers to religious matters, in which he obviously 
regarded himself as not competent. Although he was a devout slave, it 
seems to be not quite certain whether he himself was an Ismaili. As one 
can see from his many of al-Mahdi’s intimate servants were Christians 
(p. 108). Many rose to high position. Therefore there would foe nothing 
strange in JaTar’s not being really an Ismaili.^ Perhaps this circumstance 
may explain the fact of the compilation of his S%mf as a ‘'reply ” to the 
boastful Swa of Jawdhar. JaTar’s unspoken idea^ may have been that 
though not himself an Ismaili, or at least not of a high rank m the Ismaili 
hierarchy, yet he had performed for his masters all the services which he 
records. If we assume this, it would be quite easy to understand the way 
in which he avoids dwelling on purely Ismaili matters. 
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foimd in other periods of Ismailism.^ It is more probable 
that in reality Muhammad b. Ahmad succeeded his brother , as 
the Imam on the death of al-Husayn, and that later on he did: 
in fact appoint one or more of his sons as his prospective heir. 
On the death of Muhammad’s sons, however, and on subsequent 
death of Muhammad himself, al-Mahdi, the son of his brother 
flusayii, found himself the eldest of the family, and was recog- 
nised as the Imam, as is explained further on. 

The absence of detailed biographies of the ancestors of al- 
-Mahdi is explained by the Ismaili sources as the result of then 
having lived in strict disguise. This seems quite probable, if 
we realise the situation. What in fact would the popular 
memory preserve about the religious heads of the sect when 
these were living ostensibly as merchants, carr37ing on their 
business, associating with their friends, marrying, educating 
their probably numerous children, and so on ? The memory 
of religious tradition is very economical: it retains only reminis- 
cences of the most important names and events. What reaUy 
constituted the most important part of the activities of the 
Imams, — their propaganda efforts, was without any doubt 
carried on in the utmost secrecy, ‘‘between four eyes”. Simi- 
larly, their agents, also disguised as pious merchants of slightly 
lower standing, and, perhaps, in isolated cases secretly composing 
their books in addition to their cautions and quiet propaganda, 
left Httle to be remembered of them in the way of “sensational 
events”. Not all of them were outstanding men of the talents 
of Ibn Hawshab or Abu ‘Abdi’l-lah ash-Shi‘L Further, since 
the leaving of any trace of their activities in writing was ob- 
viously avoided as much as possible, it is certain that very little 
could really have been preserved in the records and memory 
of succeeding generations. Thus the long “blank” period in 


^ As an instance may be mentioned the tradition regarding the 
similar situation which arose after the death of plr Hasan Kabiru’d-dln, 
the father of Imam -Shah, the fonnder of the Satpanthi sect in Gujrat, 
towards the end of the niiith/fifteenth c. 
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tlie story of tlie Imams, living 'in such conditions, cannot reasoii- 
aMy be taken, as valid proof of the falsity of their claims to 
continuous succession jfrom' their original aiiicestor, , b. 

Ja^far. We do not know how, and by what proofs they used to 
ooiivince their followers as to the geiinineness of tiieh claims. 
Blit onr .ignorance does not constitute a legal proof*’ of the 
futility of their case.. .It seems that it would be far .more suspi- 
cious if they had had a consistent and clear-cut story, prepared 
to satisfy .the legitimate . curiosity of their followers and of 
outsiders. . 

.It is , possible to collect some very interesting information 
about the fa,mi!y of al-Mahdi from different allusions, scattered in 
the Istitdr and the Stra: he had a brother,. xlbii Muhammad, ap- 
parently younger .than himself, who had some posterity {1st, 
95, 102). He fell ill, and died on the d.ay Abfi Mahzul, i.e. 
Sahibii’sh-shaina, the '^Qarmatian’b inva,.ded Salanim'a (1st,, 
100), i.e. .in the middle of 290/903. Sons of al-Malidfs imde” 
are referred to in, 97.' 

A very interesting, but .entireh^ obscure refe rencv* is fbuiicl 
in l5^.,,..102, in .which it. is stated that the same Alifi Alalizfil, 
writing secretly to al-Mahdi, referred to "his cousin (ibsti 
with his son” being deported, or exiled (daf) to 'Iraq (Western 
Persia or Mesopotamia ?).■ Cf. also Texts, p. 108. . 

Some .interesting allusions are found in the Sira of Ja'far 
: As it should be. in a work, ascribed to an intimate 
servant of: the family of' al-Mahdi, matters are here touched upon 
about which we should scarcely . find information elsewhere, 
namely questions concerning Ms women-folk. On p. ,108 JaTar^ 
remembers the circumstances of al-Mahdi’s marriage, to Ms., 
cousin, and. plainly says that- .she later on became .the roller 
of al-Qa’im, -On p. -110 it appears that at the time of Ms emi- 
gration from. .Salamiyya Ms own mother (i.e. the widow of 
al-Husajm) was still living,: and that , he had two daughters. 
His family also included two nieces, daughters of Ms brother, 
and Umm Habib, the wife of al-Qd^im, This is extremely interest- 
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iBg. Was she the future wife of al-Qa’im (married to Mm later) , 
or was lie married already at that time? As we may see, on 
p. Ill of the jStm^ al-Qahm during the flight to Egypt is remem- 
bered by the old servant as a small .child, crying when displeased. 
In the Istitdr^ 95, he also appears as a child, as we have seen. 
Which is true? Was he a small child, or a married youth? 
If he really was 47 at the time of al-Mahdi’s death, in 322/934, 
he: would then have been 13 at the time of the emigration, 
in 288/901, But it is more likely that he was born about 280/893, 
as shown above, p. 32. 

It may be added that m addition to al-Qaim, the Istitdf 
mentions another son of al-Mahdi, still a child, by^ a concubine, 
who figures in the story of the ''Qarmatian’’ slaughter of his 
relatives. From non-Ismaili sources it is also known that later 
on he had many other sons: Abu 'Ali Ahmad (d. 382/992); Abil 
Talib Musa; Abul-Husaym ‘Isa (d. 382/992); Abu 'Abdil- 
dah al-Husayn (d. ca. 336/948); and Abu Sulayman Da’ud 
(d. 341/952). Cf. E. de Zambaur, '‘Manuel de genealogie et de 
chronologic ”, p. 95. For some reason these sons are never 
mentioned in Ismaili works. 

2. Doubts raised by Esoteric and other Sources, 

So far the Fatimid version seems to be surprisingly simple 
and consistent, and such as to inspire a considerable amount of 
confidence in so far as it not seldom finds support in the allusions 
scattered in non-Ismaili sources. I do not speak of such as 
Akhu Mulisin, whose information is obviously derived from the 
Ismaili tradition, but is deliberately vitiated in details. The 
confusion and inaccuracies noted above constitute a very 
valuable proof of the antiquity and preservation of this tradition : 
it is clear that the authors of the works in which it is preserved, 
did not interfere with it. They simply copied the sources at 
their disposal, paying no regard to the inconsistency of different 
reports.;, , 
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Tliere are, however, certain points, of doubt. as to whether' 
the picture is in fact so altogether flaiwless. A strange, though, 
perhaps definitely erroneous variation is, found in the names 
of the three concealed Imams in the fourth part of the Kildhu% 
.-AzMt of Hasan b. Nuh of Broach., At .its begiiiiHiig lie quotes 
the well-known esoteric -work of H.a,m!dii’d-diii al-Kirniaiil, the 
Ta 7 iMhu%MM wa'l-nmstahdl {(£, Guide, .Ko. .118), wiiieii ap- 
pears to be one of his latest compositions, and so vnitteii. Just 
about the beginning of the fifth/eieventh c. The quotation is 
from the 26-th hah: fi%tanhth U-amr mmi fjujib ukhdlm'd-dm 
min-hu wa'ftirdd td'ati-hildadM Imwa Walr^/yuldrlh fi ardi-M, 
The author refers to the Imam of the time,, al-Hakiin bi-amri%Mh, 
tracing his geiiealog}^ to 'Aii, in the course of wMeli, between 
al-Mahdi and Muhammad b. IsmaTl, ,he .mentions three iiam,es 
of the concealed Imams: 1. 'Abdul-lah (as usual); 2. Miiiiam- 
mad (instead of the usual Ahmad); and 3. Ahmad (instead of 
the usual Husa}ni). I have compared two copies of this volume 
of al-Azhdr , — unfortunately not old, — and found that both 
these completely coincide in this passage. On eollatiiig it with 
two (also modern) copies of the original iv^ork, Tanbiku^l-Md%, 
I found that the passage coincides in everyth,.in,g, ex.cept In t.he 
names of these thi’ee Imams, which are given in their usual 
form: 'Abdu’l-lah, Ahmad, Husayn. Which version is to be 
trusted '? Is this an ordinary mistake .in the if. al-AzMr^ wiiich 
crept in at an early date, and was later on • blindly repeated in 
all subsequent copies? Or m.ay tMs be the original , version, 
which the shrewd Bohora, Hasan b. ISruh,Toiind in an old copy 
of the TanUhul-Mdz ? In such a case we must admit that at the 
end of the foiirth/tenth c. the Fatimid tradition regarded Imam 
Ahmad (the author of the BasdHl of Ikhwdnu's-smfd), as the 
father, not the grand-father of al-Mahdi, and Ms father as 
Muhammad b. ' Abdil-iah.i Against this we have the testimony 

^ It is interesting to 3a.ot©.,tliat .in some noii-I»smaiii sources such as 
the mystic works of. the Dmzes, al-Mahdi appears to be the son of Abu 
Shalaghlagh Ahmad b, Muhammad b, ‘Abdi’l-Iah (cf. de Goeje, p. 21). 
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of the Istitdr, which we can hardly believe to be “revised and 
corrected” in this respect, and, to some extent, a still earlier 
source, the well-known quotation from the Sira of Mansurul- 
-Yaman incorporated in the and the Sharlm'hakhhdr, 

ill which his conversion is attributed to Eusayn (assuming this 
Husayn to be the same as the Imam Husayn, the father of al- 
-Mahdi), In any case, there is apparently, so far as I have 
been able to ascertain, no other work in which these names are 
mentioned in this form. Tabari, III, 2232 sqq., quotes epistles, 
sent by the “Qarmatian” leader, apparently on behalf of ah 
-Mahdi. Unfortunately, the text is very uncertain here, and it 
is not easy to see what the reading should be, whether “from 
Y4bdul-lah (b, ?) Ahmad b. ' Abdi’l-lah”, or “from the slave 
of God ahdi'lddh) Ahmad b. ‘ Abdi’l-lah”, or simply “/rom 
{min 'indi^ as in the footnote h) Ahmad”, etc. The name is 
often regarded as the “regnal name” which was assumed by 
Yahya b. Zakruya, the “Qarmatian”, who “proclaimed himself 
the Imam ”. This seems to be very doubtful, and most probably, 
if the whole matter is to be taken seriously, and is not a falsifica- 
tion (which is also very likely), the document must be regarded 
as a letter written in the name of al-Mahdi. Thus he could 
either be called 'Abdul-lah, or Ahmad, and his father’s name 
could be either Ahmad, or 'Abdu’l-lah. All this of course 
inspires very grave doubts. 

Quite a different question is raised by the indisputable 
historical facts of a series of defections on the part of the leading 
dd%s under al-Mahdi, which perhaps to some extent may have a 
comiection with doubts in his official genealogy. The “ apostasy ’ ’ 
of Hamdan Qarmat and ‘Abdan seems to be the first in this 
chain. The next, within a few years, is the disillusionment of 
the “Qarmatian” brothers, which they, quick to pass from 
words to acts, expressed in the terrible slaughter of ai-Mahdi’s 
family in Salamiyya, in 291/903. In a few years again, perhaps 
in quick succession, the chief da‘^ Firuz deserts al-Mahdi, flees 
to the Yaman, and there starts a rebellion; and, at the top of 
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al-Mahcii’s reiii.a.rkable successes, the man who lias brought him. 
on the timoiie, .Abu 'Abdil-lah 'ash-SM^i, revolts against .liiin,. 
These moreover are only the eases wMch are '.knoTO. 

Formerly only the first and the last eases were known, but 
already de Goeje had tried to comiect the apostasy of Qarmat 
mth'the revolt of Abu ’’'Abdfl.-lah asli-ShTi {Memmm, p. 67). 
It seems worth while -to -examine these ..cases more thoroughly. 
The. story of the apostasy of Hamdan Qarmat is narrated by 
■Nuwayri, an author who apparently had at his disposal some 
Ismaih sources, but who, out of enmity, or for some other reasons, 
quite impudently perverted facts in his onm writin.g.s. The 
events according to him were as foilo-ws (de Goeje, 3fe»o, 58; 
de Sacy, Expose^ Intr., 193 sq.): Qarmat, w.itli his secretary- 
'Abdan, was staffing at Kalwadha, near 'Baghdad., keeping in 
touch with the headquarters in Salamiyya. When, the .head of 
the sect died (Muhammad b. Ahmad, ca, 283/896 ?), his son ( ?) 
and successor (al-Mahdi ?) wrote to him a letter in which he found 
‘.*some unusiiai expressions, deviating from the established 
custom, and indicating some important change*’. To eleai' his 
doubts he sent his trusted secretaiy ' Abdan to Salaniiyya. The 
latter, in an interview with, the so-n of the deceased head of the 
sect, was informed that he (al-Mahdi?) was not a desce.ndant 
of'Aqll b. ,AbI Taiib (for whom obviously he was giving himself 
out in Salamiyya for the sake of disguise), but of ‘ Abdu1.-iah b, 
Maymun b. Dayman, who had nothing to do with Muhammad b, 
IsmcViL The preaching in favour of the latter was nothing but 
a trick to dupe people, etc. 'i^bdan returns, reports to Hamdan 
Qarmat, the latter assembles Ms- da'ls, reveals to them the news, 
and suspends the propaganda. “One of the sons of “Abdiil-lah 
b. Maymun ’h who usually resided, in Taliqan (in Persia, East of 
Alamut, familiar to students of Ismaiiism), passing through 
the SawM of Kufa, failed to find Qarmat, who absconded; he 
meets ‘Abdan, apparently tries to win him back, but fails, and, 
with the help of Zakruya, gets rid of him. These events took 
place during the years 286/899 and 287/900 (de Sacy, Intr., 200). 
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All tMSj with liwely dialogues, and surprisingly intimate 
knowledge not only of the minutest details of what happened, 
but also of the deepest thoughts and intentions of the partici- 
pants, can be nothing but one of the numerous improvisations 
of Nuwayri, whose primary purpose was to provide entertaining 
tekding, and who cared less than anything for. the truth. But 
the basis of this story, namely a radical change in the policy 
of the Salamiyya headquarters, which caused a split in the sect 
and opposition on the part of Hamdto, probably contains some 
grains of truth. 

What such extraordinary changes could have been, is difficult 
to guess. It seems obvious that the phrase “preaching in favour 
of Muhammad b. Isma‘il ”, who died about a century earlier, is 
probably a mistake, and should be understood as “preaching in 
favour of a descendants^ of the saint. The mention in the same 
story of the statement of the successor of the defunct head of the 
sect that he had nothing to do with this Imam, clearly suggests 
such a correction. It is quite probable, although there is no 
documentary proof, that there was such a sect, perhaps the 
“Qarmatians of Bahrayn” (and obviously of Southern Persia), 
who really expected the “return” of Muhammad b. Isma^il. 
We do not know for certain whether Hamdan Qarmat had any- 
thing to do yith them. But it would be extremely difficult to 
believe that the heads of the incipient Ismaili movement would 
have been content with the role of chief dd^ Is, and only at the last 
moment would have revealed to one of the most trusted dd%8 
their real position. The split could have been caused by some 
irregularity in succession, either that of al-Mahdi instead of one 
of the sons of Muhammad b. Ahmad, or that of al-Mahdi instead 
of his own (elder ?) brother, Abu Muhammad. We must also 
recall the fact that Shi' ism was a living religion, the supply of 
the Alid candidates was plentiful, and although there were 
al kinds of sects of the wdqifa type, they were apparently not 
very popular. 

" 4 :,' 


:50 


POSmOH OP 'AL-MAHBI AHB AL-QI'M-. 


Tlie most important consideration, is that although Hamdaii 
Qarinat rebelled, ,or even seceded, together with a certain 
following, the heads of the sect, ■ nevertheless,, commanded the 
recognition of the great majority. ■ The masses at that particular 
period could, hardly have been moved to such an extent as we 
' see in the rise of the Fatimids simply by vague and mystic 
.promises. The- story of" the adventures of Ibii .Hawshab, sup. 
posed to be narrated by himself .in the lost Smi {ef. Iftitdli, 
ShaTJpu%akM)dr)f clearly shows the ^‘'thirst'’’ of the masses for a 
definite candidate, not a '"s3unboT*’. Therefore there be 
serious reasons to think that the stress in the narrative of these 
events is laid on the claims to Mahdi-ism. 

Say^ud-na Idiis, implicitly following the Ghdyahi^'imwdlti 
in his Zahfu%ma'dm (as may be seen from the extract edited 
here in the original Arabic, and translated further on), gives 
us to understand that the religious position of al-Mahd! was 
somewhat ioferior to that of his son and successor, al-Qa^im. 
We can see that apparently al-Mahdi himself did nothing to 
bring himself more into tune with the numerous prophecies 
current among the masses, while everything in this respect was 
done to cause al-Qaim to come up to expectations. One of the 
earliest prophecies, wiiicli apparently already existed by the end 
of the first/seventh c.,t promised that the name of the Malidi 
should be exactly the same as that of the Prophet himself. In 
non-Ismaili sources it is reported that the original name of al- 
-Qa’im was ‘Abdu’r-Eahman 2, but it was subsequently changed 
into Abul-Qasim Muhammad, the name of the Prophet. Simi- 
larly, in esoteric sources stress is laid on Ms being the 
in descent from ‘Ah, in accordance with another SMTte prophecy.® 
His regnal name, al-QdHm^ is the SM‘lte equivalent for the ail- 
Islamic MahdL A trivial, but noteworthy detail is that in the 
story of an alleged miracle of al-Mahdi, narrated in the Sim 

1 Cf. my article “Early Shfite Movements”, JBBRAS, 1941, p. 8. 

2 Cf. Wustenfeld, “Fatimiden-Chalifen”, p. 70. 

s See the tradition no. 43 in the extract from the Sharhu'l-akkbdr, 
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of Ja'far (120)s miraele is really worked by al-Qa'im, who 
snpernatTirally produces water in a dried np stream, according 
to an old, local prophecy concerning the advent of the expected 
Mahdi. 

In esoteric and extremist speculations, such, as those of the 
Brazes, the position of al-Qahm is incomparably greater than 
that of al-Mahdi. We may feel strong suspicions that in these 
speculations dating from long after the death of al-Mahdi the 
principal part was played only by superstitious ideas, which had 
no connection with the facts. And it is highly probable that 
the same superstitious ideas may, in a different way, have been 
dangerous to his cause, because they forced him to pass the 
test of miracle-working, as is often narrated in non-Ismaili 
historical works. Disillusionment in this respect was obviously 
a very powerful source of opposition. 

The strongest proof of the fact that the danger was quite 
serious, and that measures were devised to meet it, is found in 
a fact which has hitherto remained unknown. As may be seen 
from the chapter dealing with prophecies concerning the advent 
of the Mah(h, Qadi Nu‘man (obviously in his capacity as official 
speaker for the early Fatimids in matters of religious policy) 
systematically adheres to the idea that Mahdi-ism is the same 
thing as the Imamat (in Ismaili sense). According to his 
theory, the Mahdi is a kind of a collective name, applicable to 
a dynasty of the Imams (ahAHmmatu'l-mahdiyyun): whatever 
has not been done by any one member of the dynasty in fulffi- 
ment of the prophecies, will be done by his descendants. There 
is hardly any room for misunderstanding of the implications of 
the theory, and the reasons of the policy. It was an attempt 
to find a suitable pretext to postpone '‘payment of the cheques’^ 
by transferring the liability from the founder of the dynasty to 
his successors. 

It may be noted that the term Mahdi is used in Ismaili 
literature as merely a name. Its Ismaili equivalent, the Qafim, 
i.e. the " One who ariseth (at the Last Day, i.e. in the last phase 
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of the ‘'old order”, to iiplioM tlie .purity of reHgion”.), 
has vast implications, .both of a religious and secular nature 
which obviously would not fit the historical ai-Mahdi. Though 
undoubtedly a m.an of a brilliant intellect, extraordinary persoii- 
.ality, and organising talent, he appears, iievertliek^ss, in all 
reports about him as a remarkably secular figure, entirely devoid 
of any mystic nimbus, or any aspiration, to the rank of a great 

religious teacher of humanity. 

With all this in mind we may perhaps be able to penetrate 
the causes of the defection of different dd'is. It is quite possible 
■that' both Hamdan and Firiiz, experienced and intelligent men, 
realised quite well the risk comiected with such extraordinary 
claims. Perhaps finding a pretext in some irregularities of the 
succession, they tried to dissociate themselves from al-Mahdl, 
wiiile carrying on their mission along lines w^hich they regarded 
more profitable. As is known, Ismaili sources do not mention 
Hamdan at all (probably because he became a renega de and rebel). 
The case of Firuz is narrated with slight differences in details' 
in the S%ra of Ja'far, and in the Iftitd^u'd-Mwa. Tlie latter, as 
we have seen, is particularly reliable, because it is based on 
reports of contemporaries. The extract relating to this matter 
is translated further on, and is edited in the original Arabic. 
It is not clear whether Firuz rebelled because al-Mahdi wanted 
to move to the Maghrib, as narrated in the 8%fa or 

al-Mahdi had to give up the idea of going to the. Yaman because 
Firuz preceded him there, as is stated in the ; In any 

case the reasons of the rebellion of Firuz were obviously more 
serious than , the fear of certain discomfort connected with the 
journey. Most probably the choice was between the quiet 
and certain position of an ordinary Imam in the Yaman, and 
of the ambitious programme of the Mahdl, “the sun rising from 
the West”. 

: The reason for the disillusionment of the Qarmatian brothers, 
'and their wild Bedouins, is quite obvious — their own defeat, 
fot' which : they, . regarding themselves as al-Mabdl’s army, laid 
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the blame on Mm. The army of the Mahdi cannot be^ defeated. 
But they suffered a defeat. Therefore their master was not 
the Mahdi. It is highly probable that the story in the Istitdr 
of their having slaughtered the relatives of al-Mahdi and pillaged 
his house only at the last moment, when ever 3 rthing seemed 
lost, is quite true. 1 . 

The reasons for the rebellion of Abu 'Abdil-lah ash-Shi'i 
are more difficult to trace, unless we admit that the realisation 
of his failure to make al-Mahdi merely a puppet in his hands 
played an important part. The hints that he had discovered 
that al-Mahdi was not an Imam, but an ordinary are higMy 
improbable. It is more likely that he suffered some disappoint- 
ment in regard to the Mahdi-ism of Ms master. If al-Mahdi 
was really nothing but a temporary Imam-guardian, in charge 
of the real Imam, al-Qa’im, who was a minor, not more than 17 
years of age, there would be nothing extraordinary on the part 
of al-Mahdi; at least his right to the rank would have been equal 
to that of Abu 'Abdi’l-lah himself. The official appointment 
of al-Qahm as heir apparent almost immediately after the execu*. 
tion of the rebels may look suspicious. But it could easily 
have been dictated also by quite natural fears of another plot, 
which, if successful, would have undone much of what had 
been achieved so far with so much sacrifice and labour. In 
any case, complete accord appears to reign through all the re- 
lations between al-Mahdi and al-Qahm. Although, as we have 
seen, cf. p. 45, al-Mahffi had many sons, of which there is no doubt, 
he never attempted to appoint one of them as his successor, and 
they never played any important part. Only after Ms death a 
certain ^‘Ibn Talut al-Qurashi” rose in Tripoli, claiming autho- 

1 It miglit appear as if the slaughteriag of al-Mahdfs family was a 
kind of revenge for his “desertion”, and his failure to take his place at 
the head of the forces that were fighting for him. But this would be an 
illusion. In fact, it was not so. His conduct was apparently regarded as 
quite natural: al-Mahdi similarly took no part in Abu ‘Abdil-lah ash- 
-Shi'i’s campaigns, and in general never commanded an army in the field. 
The same was the case with the Abbasids when Abu Muslim was fighting 
for them, and with many earlier Alid insurgents. 
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rity for liiin.self faeoanse he was a son of al-Malidf. But .lie .is 
stated 40 have been a pretender. It would, be difficult to, regard 
him as such in case he was a real prince. Surely, all sons of al« 
-Mahdi were well known to everybody. 

To sum up, the doubts as to the genuineness of the .rights 
of al-Mahdl, which are derived -from this survey of the, known 
facts regarding the defection of his closest collaborators, point 
more to their disagreement with his ambitious assumption of 
the part of the expected Mahdi rather than to any doubts that 
he was not the Imam, or the father of al-Qa’im. 

In my paper ^‘Ismaihs and Qarmatiaiis’* (JBBRAS, 1940, 
pp. 73-74) I have already touched on the question of the theories 
of Dr. B. Lewis, in his work mentioned above, conceniing the 
two varieties of Imams, the mustaqarr, or real, and the mmtmw4a\ 
or acting, that is to say, acting during the minority of a real 
Imam, when the latter succeeded his father. His '"'reconstruc- 
tion’’ of the genealogy of al-Qa’im (p. 72 of his book), is based 
on several misunderstandings, — firstly, on a mistake in Ms 
copy of the Ohdyatu^l-mmvalidi secondly, on the acceptance of 
the fantastic (or mystic) theories of the Dnizes, and, third!}", on 
the introduction of beliefs which only developed imich later 
on. His "reconstruction” of the genealogy of al-Qa’im is quite 
improbable: Muhammad b. Isma'il w-as almost certainly bom 
about 120/738, and al-Qa’im, the fifth generation, died io 334/946* 
This makes five generations for 214 years, or 43 years per genera- 
tion, while in the case of the historical Patiinids it is only 23* 
Thus it is obviously unacceptable. 

From a great mass of indirect indications, scattered in Ismail! 
and non-Ismaili sources, it seems highly probable that the earliest 
ideas concerning the Imamat and the succession approximated 
the archaic type stiU preserved in Zaydism.. To me it seems 
almost indubitable that succession had little that was mystical 
about it in those early , days. The Imam was the eldest member 
of the family. Thus,' as we have seen, Hasan succeeds his 
father on his death he is succeeded by his brother Husayn, 
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and the latter, most probably, is succeeded in his turn by his 
half-brother, Muhammad b. al-Hanafiyya. After him later on 
'ill! b. Husa3ni (Zaynul-'abichn) succeeds as the eldest in the: 
family. Similarly, Muhammad b. Isma'ii, according to the 
custom, was regarded by many as the rightful successor of his 
grand-father, Imam Ja'far, although according to the shaft at 
the successor was his uncle, Musa.b. Ja^far (as admitted by the 
Ismailis), In his newly founded community his Imamats 
continued in his successors, makes his father also an Imam. As 
we may see, early works, both plain and esoteric, concentrate 
their efforts on proving this point. It is quite probable that 
the general attitude to the question of the succession of al-Mahdi 
and his immediate ancestors was quite the same, and only after 
the foundation of the Eatimid dynasty the succession from father 
to the son becomes a rigid rule, the designation of the heir 
apparent becomes irrevocable, the act of the nass receives 
the nature of a divine act, etc. In esoteric speculations the 
position of the Imam is continuously expanding and acquiring 
greater and greater affinity with things divine. But there is 
not the slighest reason to believe that such was the position 
at the earliest period. 

Such theories as those of the difference between the 
qarr and mustawda' Imams, or the identity of the Mahdi and 
the Imam belong, without the slightest doubt, to the much later 
phase in which, under the Eatimids, the belief that genealogy 
and succession are one and the same thing had been universaEy 
accepted. The whole list of the early Shi'ite Imams has been 
di’asticaEy revised, even it may be several times in the course 
of the evolution of Ismailism. Exception was made only for 
the case of Hasan being succeeded by his brother Husayn, but 
Muhammad b. al-Hanafiyya was forgotten, and his memory was 
preserved, as that of a mustawda^ Imam, the guardian of Zaynul- 
-‘abidin, then a minor, in esoteric works only. Similarly, there 
was rigidly enforced the principle of the impossibility of the heir 
apparent predeceasing his own father without compromising 
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Ms ' rights to the Imamat. But an exception was made for the 
case of Isma/il b. Ja^far, explained by a complex system of various 
, proofs from Biblical and Coranic analogies, etc. Such works 
as the Jsmrt&’ti-wfaga quoted further on, give glimpses of this 
'mentality. It is possible to collect many such traces of gradual 
adjustment of the tradition to the later and later religious ideas. 
For , instance, Hasan disappears later on from the list of the 
regular Imams with the Nizaris, and is regarded merely as^ a 
(also in a later, mystical and Mgher sense). 

Thus nothing can be more erroneous than, to follo'w in the 
footsteps of the religious writers, and to permit oneself to be 
misled by anachronisms. There cannot be any doubt that the 
early Imams were simply ■ Imams, without any difference in 
their rank, and that it was absolutely impossible for any iion- 
Alid to be regarded as an Imam, on any pretext whatever. 
There was no division into mmtaqarr and mustawdd , and there 
could have been no necessity for this, because, as may be 
often inferred from the early works, there was a rigid principle 
that a minor cannot he the Imam, Most probably the first case 
of legitimate succession of a minor w^as that of al-Hakim (in 
386/996). Cf. also AsTdm'n-nutaqd\ Texts, pp. 89-90. 

It may be noted that even the idea of the Mjdb, or of a digni- 
tary whose duty was to pretend to be the Imam, thus sheltering 
the real holder of the office, did not apparently come into use 
before the third/ninth c., and does not seem to have been ex- 
tensively used. But it is quite obvious that such screens'* 
had notMng to do with the genealogy and the succession of the 
real Imams. 

We have now to analyse the doubts raised by the GMyutu'l- 
•mawdlid, referred to above (cf. pp. 20-23), a late esoteric work, 
wMch tradition regards as the work of Sayyid-na al-Khattab, 
who died in 533/1138. This, however (as mentioned above, 
p. 22) is highly doubtful; most probably it is a production of a 
much later period. It contains several surprising revelations 
regarding the history of 'the Fatimids.. Firstly, al-Mahdi wm 
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not a real, musiaqarr, Imam. He was not the ‘Ubaydul-lah 
or ^ Abdn’l-lah, known to history. We ■ must presume in general 
that this ' Ubaydul-lah never reaUy existed. In reality al-Mahdi 
was Muhammad (son of Ahmad the Imam, we must presume)^ 
surnamed Sa^id, or ,Sa‘idul-Khayr, who in all other works is 
regarded as the uncle and the guardian of al-Mahdi ('Ubaydud- 
-lah). 

Secondly, al-Qahm, the second Fatimid caliph, was not his 
son, but the son of the fourth concealed Imam, ^Ali, entirely 
unknown from any other sources, either Ismaih or non-Ismaili. 
He died on his way to the Maghrib, leaving his son and successor 
in the charge of this Sa*id, who later became known as al-Mahdi. 

We have no sources either confirming or directly contra- 
dicting these statements, and can only rely on the analysis of 
known dates. The only indication that may be relevant is the 
strange fact that the author of the K, ahAzhdr counts the Imamat 
of al-Mahdi from the date of his departure from Salamiyya 
(apparently a parallel to the hijra of the Prophet) which according 
to his calculations falls in 283/896 (cf. p. 31). 

The only date in this obscure period which is available, and 
which can be to a certain extent (but by no means unreservedly) 
relied upon, is that of the birth of al-Mahdi the caliph, 259-260/ 
872-873. If al-Mahcfr was ‘ Abdul-lah, his father (and if he was 
Muhammad b. Ahmad, his brother) al-Husayn died when he 
was only about 8, according to the best available information, 
that is to say, in 268/881-2. Athough it is by no means certain, 
it seems that the despatch of Ibn Hawshab to the Yaman with 
Ms mission was an act of tMs al-Husayn, in 266/880. Thus, if 
al-Mahdi was Muhammad b. Ahmad, a brother of al-Husayn, 
the following, consequences seem to follow. Firstly, al-Husayn 
was Imam for a very short period, as his brother was born to him 
in 260/873* Secondly, that he was succeeded by this unknown 
'All, who ruled for at least the period 268-283/882-896, i.e. for 
fifteen years, without leaving the imce of his existence, 

despite his proximity to the fully historical period of the existence 
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of the sect. Thirdly, the 'date of 283/896, for al-Malidi"s depar- 
ture from Salamij^a is rather too early,— he left not before. 
287/903 at which time al-Qa’im was a child, who had to be 
entrusted to a guardian. Thus an Imam, who was in office 
for 20 years, and must therefore have been not less than about 
35-”40 years of age, had no other sons except this child,— a ■ 
situation which seems somewhat improbable. 

AU this is an accumulation of details which make it difficult 
to accept the theory. But there are other considerations also. 
If this 'Ali died on the way to the Maghrib, as stated in the Ghd~ 
yatu%mawdl%d, the question arises who was the real Mahdi, — 
he, or his uncle Sa'id 1 There is no doubt that the great revolt 
in N. Africa was a Mahdi movement, and it is extremely difficult 
to believe that if he really claimed to be the Mahdi, but died on 
the way, his place could have been taken by his much younger 
relative in such a way that no one noticed the fact, and that 
even his name, and his very existence, remained unknown to 
anyone. This theory places considerable strain on the imagi- 
nation, especially when contrasted with the plain and natural 
version of the official Tatimid tradition. 

Turning to the latter, we may attempt to see whether there 
is any name mentioned which could form the ‘‘substratum’’ 
of the legend. The only name that suggests itself is that of the 
person, mentioned in the Istitdr only, known as Abu Muhammad, 
the brother of al-Mahdi. We do not know whether he was 
elder or younger than the latter, and what his own name was: 
he may be anyone, including the‘ Aii, mentioned in the Ghdyatu% 
-mawdUd, It is briefly stated that he remained, with other 
members of the family, at Salamiyya, after the flight of al-Mahdi, 
obviously regarding himself as safe from any danger. He had 
some descendants (97, 102) was suffering from an illness, and 
died on the day the “Qarmatian” forces, after the siege of 
Damascus, arrived in Salamiyya, i.e. in the middle of 290/903. 

But again doubts arise from the laconism of the available 
sources: it is noteworthy that in the same place it is stated that 
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wlien the ‘'Qarmatiaii’’ brothers previously arrived in Salamiyya 
(in connection with their complaints, and negotiations concerning 
the dismissal of the eldest, as the Istitdr narrates), they addressed 
themselves to this Abu Muhammad, but were informed that he 
was not (or no longer was 1) the Imam, and that the real Imam, 
al-Mahdi, had left. The reference to this strange incident 
(surely, the man who claimed to be the chief dd‘i of an important 
province should have known who was his Imam), apparently 
preserves in an extremely simplified form an allusion to a very 
knotty situation. 

The most likely solution of this historical puzzle is that 
the real happenings have suffered later from attempts to force 
the earlier history of the sect into religious moulds evolved at 
a much later period under the Fatimids, under the influence of 
an entirely changed outlook and conditions. It is possible 
therefore to suggest, quite tentatively and hypothetically, a 
scheme of reconstruction of the events. Most probably al- 
-Husa 3 m b. Aiimad was the Imam who died ca. 268/881-2, and 
was succeeded by his brother, Muhammad b. Ahmad, surnamed 
Abu ‘All al- Hakim, or Sa‘id, who was the eldest male member 
of the family, and was regarded as an ordinary Imam, in accord- 
ance with earlier ideas. He himself died ca. 283/896, apparently 
leaving some posterity, as referred to in the Istitdr. Apparently 
he was succeeded by his eldest nephew, Abu Muhammad, men- 
tioned in the Istitdr, the elder brother of al-Mahdi, as the eldest 
member of the family. But the latter, being sickly and not 
very active, most probably was superseded by his ambitious 
and energetic younger brother, ‘Abdul-lah, later known as 
al-Mahdi. This caused discontent in certain circles, and the 
defection of Hamdan surnamed al-Qarmat, the chief Mesopota- 
mian dd%, residing in Kalwadha, near Baghdad. • The latter 
himself apparently really absconded, possibly apostatized, or 
died (being obviously a very old man), and nothing more was 
heard about him. His secretary, and possibly successor-de- 
signate, ‘ Ahdan, remained in touch with Salamiyya, although to a 
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certain extent in opposition. At-tiiis time Zakrnya b. Mahdiiya, 
i.e. Abu Muhammad (or Abn Mahmiid, as he is called by Tabari) 
Zakarlya b. al-Mabdi, al-Kufi,. the chief dd% of Southern Meso- 
potamia, died, and his eldest son, Yahya, known as Sahibii’n- 
-•naqa, 'Hhe owner of the miraculous she- earner’, apparently 
succeeded Mm as the chief dd%. But the ambitions of Yahya 
and his brothers apparently led to a clash with his North- 
Mesopotamian colleague, ‘Abdan. Under pretext of disloyalty 
to the Imam, he disposed of ‘Abdan, thus causing ill-feelings in 
the community, and perhaps even a major split: in the absolute 
darkness of this period we cannot be sure as to whether this 
split in fact may not have brought into existence the real Qar« 
matian movement of the South. As a measure to placate the 
supporters of "Abdan, Yahya was dismissed by the Imam (i.e. 
al-Mahdi, as mentioned in the I^titar, 96, quite unequivocally). 
He, Yahya, acting in full accord with his brothers, tried by 
negotiation to settle the dispute, and to obtain reinstatement in 
his office, but failed. Thereupon the brothers personally w^ent 
to Salamiyya to settle the dispute, but did not find al-Mahd! 
there. It is more than probable that the affaii's w^hich accom- 
panied the dispute, the split, the murder of one of the chiefs, 
etc., could not have remained hidden, and that the caliph’s 
government really intended to take action against the Salamiyya 
headquarters. In a legendary form this is found in the story 
of the Istitdr regarding the local Turkish governor, who wormed 
out the secret, and blackmailed al-Mahdi. 

One of the most interesting details is the story of the 
brothers applying to al-Mahdi’s brother Abu Muhammad. Was 
tMs an attempt to proclaim him the Imam ? They obviously had 
come not only for the settlement of their personal matters, but 
also for a sort of a council of war, to plan defensive operations 
against the Baghdad caliph. At any rate, immediately afterwards 
the elder brother, Yahya, goes to the Bedouin tribes, who were 
already converted to Ismailism, in order to mobilise a force; 
his younger brother, al-Husayn, Abu MahzSl of the Istitdr^ 
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known to Mstory as SaMbu'sh-shama, or SaMbul-khal, i,e. '"the 
possessor of the (prophetic 1) mole”, remains as a sort of a liaison 
officer between al-Mahdi in his secret refuge, and his own brother; 
and the youngest, Muhammad, apparently returns to Kufa 
to act as a deputy to his brother in his original headquarters. 

' The rest of the story is narrated in the Istitdr, and is sufficiently 
known from general history. 

If we suppose that the Abu Muhammad, mentioned here as 
the brother of al-Mahdi, was really the mysterious ' All, and the 
father of al-Qalm, who reaUy died in Salamiyya from illness 
while preparing to start on his journey to the Maghrib, many 
difficult situations arise, as already mentioned above (p. 57). 
If he really reigned for twenty years, why has his name fallen 
so completely out of the history of the sect ? Why was Muham- 
mad b. Ahmad given the name of "Abdul-lah, and why was 
al-Mahdi generally treated as a different person? We should 
have to introduce a large number of "corrections^’: Abu Muham- 
mad was not a brother of al-Mahdi, al-Qa’im was not his son, 
‘Abdu’l-lah b. al-Husayn never existed, the story of Muhammad 
b. Ahmad having been his guardian is an invention, and so on. 
It looks as if this mysterious ‘Ali is a mere product of imagina- 
tion; but, at the same time, it is difficult to be certain of this. 
We can therefore only postpone a final decision until more 
materials come to light. 

To sum up, it does not seem that the doubts which arise 
from the various reports found in Ismaili sources, or other facts 
which evoke suspicions, are sufficiently strong to shake the 
traditional version very seriously; but this is without prejudice 
to the question whether that version is true, or not. 

3. A Portrait of al-Mahdi. 

To the details concerning al-Mahdi and his family, reviewed 
above, an interesting addition may be made,— namely what 
most probably is quite a reliable and true indication as to his 
personal appearance. This is foxmd in the Shar]pu%ahM>drj 
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by Qadi an-Nii^inan, mentioned ■ above, in the fifteentb ■ book, 
dealing vdth the prophecies eoneerning -the Mahdl. . A special 
.chapter is here, entirely,, devoted further on to prophecies con.-' 
cerniiig Ms advent ; we may simply analyse the matter withoi!.t 
going into the general natnre of this kind of historical information- 

, As ■ is known, amongst other matters connected with the 
expected advent of the Mahdi, that is Divinely guided Deliverer, 
of the world, some prophecies set out certain features or physical 
qualities wMch the promised Messiah should possess. Both 
Sunnite and Shf ite traditions preserve references to these. As 
is already pointed out by the late D. S. Margoliouth (“On 
Mahdis and Mahdiism in the Proceedings of the British Academy, 
voi. VII, pp. 9-10), such references are already found in the 
collection of the J^adiths of Abu Da’ud (202-275/817-888), from 
which they were derived b}" different later authors. “It is 
here that a description of the Mahdi is given: his nose is to be 
of a particular shape, and his hair of a particular cut*^ Cf. 
also D. B. Macdonald’s article in the EJ,, vol. Ill, p. 11#. 
It seems very probable that if such physical features were 
already described in the earliest versions of such prophecies, 
they were adjusted on different occasions to fit different claim- 
ants. In SM'ite literature they were numerous. The Itlma- 
-fashari versions most probably were modelled on the traditional 
description of ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib himself b perhaps with certain 
modifications. We find many of these in the great SM'ite 
Encyclopaedia, the Bihdru^hanwdr, of Mohammad Baqir b. 
Muhammad Taqi Majlisi, voL XIII (completed in 1078/1667 ; 
lith. Isfahfc, 1304). 

On p. 11 it is stated that the Mahdi will be a man from the 
progeny of Fatima, young, of middle height, with handsome 
face, with hair hanging to his shoulders, with hooked nose, and 

r As is well-known, the traditional portrait of ‘All was that of his 
ripe age, probably not long before his death : he was rather short in stature, 
corpulent, with big stomach; of darkish complexion, big black eyes, tall 
forehead, signs of incipient baldness. When he was smiling or speaking, 
he showed a full mouth of excellent teeth. 
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Mgii forehead. This is said on the authority of , Jabir (ibn 
®Abdil-lah) ai-Ansari, who heard it from Imam Muhammad al- 
»Baqir. Other prophecies (page 10) invariably add a fat stomach 
(which the Arabs regarded as the sign of bravery). Some other 
prophecies add moles between shoulders, or on the face. 

Qadi Nu‘man quotes four hadUhs which in many respects 
resemble all these. But of the foregoing features only the 
hooked nose is left: the fat beUy, and different moles are not 
mentioned. Instead of these other features are referred to. 

Tradition no. 11: ‘‘From the hadlth narrated by Sufyan 
atli-Thawri, wbo related it from the Prophet, who said: the 
Mahdi will be a man, descending from me. I see his face shining 
like a glittering star: his complexion will be as that of the Arabs, 
and his figure liire the figure of a Jew’'. 

Qadi Nu’man adds: “And so it was with al-Mahdi, who 
was handsome, one of the handsomest faced man. His face 
really was like a “glittering star”, as the Prophet described it. 
The glittering star is the one which shines much. And so it 
was in the case of al-Mahdi : his face was lit and luminous, as if 
light radiated from it upon those who were looking at him. 
The expression “his complexion will be that of the Arabs” 
comes true because it was the same as that of the Prophet of 
God, the lord of the Arabs, — light, with red showing through 
it. It was that which Arab connoisseurs in such matters call 
“soft bronzed”, — the term ahyad, “white”, is not used in applica- 
tion to the complexion of human beings. This colour is found 
in the majority of the Arab noblemen, and is regarded as the 
most attractive. 

And the words of the Prophet: “his body will he like the 
body of a Jew” refers to the circumstance that Jews are usually 
well built, in a great majority of cases heavier than the Arabsi^ 

1 Any one who has seen varions kinds of Oriental Jews will be surprised 
to read this. But this is not merely a matter of taste: this is obviously 
a variant of the element of corpulence, found in other traditions. A 
respectable, highly placed man must not be thin, looking underfed or 
emaciated; and the Jews, usually leading a sedentary life, were obviously 
more inclined to corpulence than the Arabs, 
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And so was al-Mahdi, — handsome, portly, strongly built. 
Every one who would walk by Ms side would look smaller in 
comparison with Mm. And the same was the case with , all 
those to whom, the Imamat was transferred after him, till now. 
God has given them superiority, handsomeness, and perfection. 

During the days of his life in disguise al-Mahdi was trying 
to conceal himself, and make himself miiioticeabie, but could 
not: wherever he went, every one who was spying for Mm, on 
seeing him, would say: “by God, this must be a prince; he cannot 
be a shopkeeper or trader, as he says he is”. 

The same was the case with al-Maiisur when he tried to 
disguise himself in order that he might overhear what some 
people said. He used to change his dress, putting on different 
clothes, and mixing with the crowd, ordering them not to show^ 
him signs of respect, but to treat Mm as one of themselves, and 
they did so. He did this in some of his journeys, but could 
not hide his identity. He entered in disguise certain frontier 
fortresses, occupied by people who have never seen Mm before, 
but was recognised by them. He did this after his victory 
over the accursed Mukhlid, when the latter was taken prisoner ; 
and also when Mu‘tadd b. Muhammad b. Jazar was in prison. 
When they saw him, both of them recognised him, although 
they had never seen Mm before. The Arabs have a proverb 
about such things: “ alas, the moon cannot be concealed 

Tradition no. 12. “Said ‘AbduT-lah b. ‘Umar what was 
reported to Mm, or transferred to Mm from the Prophet : the 
Mahdi will be given the strength of ten people. 

And so it really was with al-Mahdi, who was physicaly 
very strong, and famous for this, since Ms early days”. 

Tradition no. 13. “One of the i^adUha of Qatada, ascending 
to the Prophet, who said:'' al-Mah(fr will have a high forehead, 
and aquiline nose. He shall fill the earth with justice, and equity ' 
even as it has been filled with injustice and oppression”. 

“And so it was the case with al-Mah<fr, who had a hooked 
.'nose: and; open forehead, — ■ both qualities being ’ regarded as 
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the most attractive. And he really filled the country that 
had come under his authority with justice; and those who 
come after him, his descendants the Imams, wiU fill with justice 
the rest of the earth, with their preaching. Its foundatioil 
has been laid by him, as we have already mentioned above. 
One of the past Imams was asked: art thou the Mahdi? And 
he replied: hoiv can I be the Mahdi when I am an old man? 
And lie took the hand of one of those who were asking, and 
passed it over Ms skin, saying: al-Mahdi should be the one who 
does not require help in mounting a horse”. • 

. Tradition no. 14. '‘It is narrated from ‘Abdul-lah b. 
Mas‘ud, from what reached him from the Prophet, that the 
latter said: the Mahd! will not have a single white hair in his 
head or his beard”. 

“And so it was the case with al-Mahdi. When he became 
the Imam, succeeding the Imam who was before him, appointing 
him as his successor hy a nass, as the Mahdl%aHmma (or Muhdfl^ 
•aHmma ?), and his dd'is began to preach this everyivhere, he 
was young, passing from boyhood to the age of young men, 
and being a very handsome young man”. 

It is quite obvious that Qa^ Nu‘man was writing this after 
the death of ai-Mansur (334~341/946>-953). And although 
his tone is clearly laudatory when he refers to his masters, 
it is difficult to believe that he could completely pervert facts, 
known to a wide number of his contemporaries. Therefore we 
may safely expect that his remarks are quite reliable, and contain 
historical truth. What he says about al-Mahffi’s age at the 
time of his succession, fits very weU the assumption that he 
became an Imam about 283/896: he was then just over twenty 
'years of age. ■ ■ ' . 

In any case, Qad! E'Mman is folly entitled to speak with 
authority on such a matter as the appearance of al-Mahdi. 
As is known, he came into his service in 313/925, and undoubtedly 
had ample chance of seeing Mm during the nine last years of his 
reign. 



III. AL-MAHDI AND THE ‘^QARMATIAN” INVASION 

OF SYRIA. 


Tlie Mstory of the SM‘ite movement, of which Ismailism. was 
one of manifestations, has not yet received the attention which 
it deserves. What is available in early Ismaili sources has been 
collected in my paper, “Early Shi^ite Movements” (JBBRAS, 
1941, pp. 1”23). What can be gathered from Ismaili sources 
about the origin of the sect is discussed in another paper, 
“Ismailis and Qarmatians” (JBBRAS, 1940, pp. 43-85), and the 
further history of the family of the Imams is traced above, 
on pp. 29-45. Summed up in a few lines, the picture appears to 
be approximately as follows. Muhammad b. IsmaJl, who 
escaped to Persia, and most probably lived somewhere on the 
confines of Khuzistan and N. Pars, found a certain number of 
supporters and followers, just in the same way as other Alids 
did. On his death, most probably soon after 180/796, his party, 
or sect, split between his different sons, and a considerable 
proportion of his following, making much capital out of his being 
the seventh in succession from ‘All b. Abi Talib, adopted the 
belief that he, being the seventh Imam, should also be the 
seventh Natiq, or Great Prophet, whose mission was to reveal 
the last, final, and perfect religion which would fill the earth 
with justice. Such beliefs have left indellible traces in the 
esoteric doctrine of Ismailism; similar theories, as we see from 
the account of different Shi^ite sects of that period, were very 
often adopted in respect of other AMds on their deaths. But, 
in the atmosphere of the strong living spirit of Shi'ite aspirations^ 
such sects, of the wdqifa, or waqfiyya type, apparently never 
lasted long. Expectations of the “return in glory” of this or 
that Shi' ite saint were quite acceptable, but life insistently 
demanded something tangible, and most probably in all cases 
the partisans of such sects gradually filtered into the groups 
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supporting tills or that new candidate. It is quite possible 
that one of the sons of the late Muhammad b. Isma'Il, ' Abdul-lah 
(whose existence is doubted by Tabari, III, 2218, and who possibly 
was the real ''impious 'Abdul-Iah b. Mayiriun’’), proved to be 
.stronger, than the other brothers in the struggle, and won the 
day. , He settled ,iii Salaniiyya, probably in the beginning of 
the third/iiintii c., li,ving in disguise, and g,radiially his and., Ms 
successors’ efforts at propaganda were crowmed with considerable 
success. In this they profited by the unrest and discontent 
prevalent in the Abbasid state, and especially the failures and 
discords in the other Slifite sects, from which followers could 
■be "won over as time passed. 

If ail this is to some extent true, — and this seems ver^^ 
liliely,— ~ this 'Abdul-lah could only have been a genuine des- 
cendant of Muhammad h. Tsma'il: rarely is the argument of 
mi fTodest so convincing. He supported the principle of the 
continued Imamat because he was the person who would 
benefit from its acceptance by his follo-vrers, and he could claim 
this only because there was no doubt 'as to his right. It is 
quite possible that an early Shi' ite theologian, a contemporary 
of Imam Ja'far as-Sadiq, 'Abdul-lah b. Maynuiii ai-Qaddah, 
together mtli others, had scmie connection with the sect, perhaps 
in its earliest phase, — this is entirely obscure. ■ But it seems 
utterly improbable that he could "pose” as an Imam, and 
become the progenitor of the Fatimids, Most probably he was 
elder than Muhammad b. Isma'il, and it is very unlikely that he 
survived him. Even if he did, there is little doubt that he would 
have supported the Messianic beliefs regarding the deceased 
Imam, Mmself assuming, the rank of his supreme lieutenant, 
high priest, or w’^hatever it may be, which would give him a 
complete control of the whole movement. This, in fact, was 
the course adopted by the founders of the sect of the Brazes 
: two. centuries later. 

The question of the relation between the IsmaiHs and the 
Qarmatians, and also of the religion of tMs latter sect, is extremely 
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compleXj, and tMs complexity obviously comes, from great oon- 
fusion of terms j wrongly applied to different religious groups. 
Tbe only sense that we can get from the conflicting reports is 
that the local Lower Mesopotamian term, karmlthd or JcarmMtM, 
unknown to Arabic elsewhere, implied an agriculturist, a vil- 
lager This later on was Arabicised into qarniat, which had 
different meanings in Arabic This occurred, in coniiectioii 
with the neime of a prominent local leader, Hamdan Qar,mat, 
and the whole group was treated as his followers, as named 
after him'’, although many of its members possibly had no real 
connection with him. 

Looking into available reports, such as that of Tabari and 
others, we find an extraordinary combination of the most irre- 
concilable religious elements reported as forming the Qarmatian 
religion. Rejection of formal Muhammadan worship (rufdu’z- 
•zdhir) is mentioned side by side with a maniacal external piety 
in the form oi fifty Islamic daily prayers obligatory on every 
member An extraordinary collection of Imams of rival 
branches are supported: Ismaili, Kaysanite, and others^. In 
some beliefs we may recognise a connection with the Kaysaniyya, 
in others with the Khattabiyya; and even Kharijite ideas are 
common. Ail this presumes a certain amount of syncretism, 
which would be quite probable m the beliefs of the masses, in 
which ail these sects, at different times, found many recruits. 
But it is obvious that there must be certain limits even in the 


1 Cf. L. Massignon’s article on the subject, “Enc. of Islam”, voi. II, 
p . 7 6 7 . Almost every author offers his own version. At present, according 
to the statement of a specialist on Lower Mesopotamia, it appears that the 
expression is no longer used. 

2 111 Arabic the root means “to walk, making short steps”, 

and thence “to write closely ”, etc. 

3 Tabari, III, 2126. His reference is quite imique; most probably it 
refers to only a small community. 

It must be carefully noted, however, that as no genuine Qarmatian 
literature is preserved, ail such references are necessarily derived from 
various non -sectarian authors, who with the rarest exceptions are not only 
unreliable, but usually deliberately misleading. In any case, no reference 
is known to any Imam of the reaZ Qarmatians, i.e, the Qarmatians of 
Bahrayn. , ■ . . ^ : 
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worst cases of 'syncretism, -and it seems MgMy probable that 
there were distinct groups, perhaps even rival sects, wdiich were 
all sweepingly styled “Qaramita’’, or Qarmatiaiis, wdthont any 
regard to details. Then, when the '‘Qarmatiaiis” of Bahrayii 
made , their ' name hateful to the whole of the Islamic world, 
such confusion was perpetuated consciously and deliberately ^ 

Information concerning the “ Qarmatians ” of Bahrayn, and 
their real beliefs, clearly points to their close connection not with 
Mesopotamia, but with S.W. Persia , — Jannaba, Siraf, etc. It 
is quite possible that they must ultimately be classed as a variety 
of the Ismailis (as both these sects are persistently connected 
in ail reports), and different features in what little transpires 
about their religion may give some ground for the suggestion 
that it may have been a development of the original ivdqifa phase 
of Ismaiiism, expecting the “return” of Muhammad b. Isiiia'ii, 
complicated by other Shfite and even Kharijite infliienees. 
Most probably these had very little in common with Fatimid 
Ismaiiism, both in letter and spirit. Neither did Fatimid Ismaii- 
ism present a toned do^vn form of the “original revolutionary 
ideas” of the “ Qarmatians ”, nor w-as the religion of the Abu 
Sa'idis of Bahrayn in any way dependent on the doctrine of the 
Fatiinids. Both obviously w^ere products of separate lines of 
evolution, of different social and economic conditions, ethnic 
milieus, etc. 

The success of the Fatimid propaganda was not due to any 
supernatural causes. The Shi'ite movement had already 
attained quite a respectable age of almost two centuries, and ivas 
still vigorous despite the absence of prominent figures amongst 
the crowd of candidates for the leadership. Even the most 
important of these, the future line of the Tv/elvers, temporarily 


,, ; r. That the word Qarmati was used as an abusive term clearly appears 
from the fact that the authors of the Istitdr and Swat of JaTar apply it 
to the Sahibu’sh-shama, the younger brother, although they do not apply 
it to his elder brother, §ahibu’n-naqa. Both Imew quite well that these 
‘"Qaramita’" were really Ismailis, devout followers of al-Mahdi, and had 
nothing to do with the Qarmatians of Bahra^m, who looted Mekka. 
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lost all their prestige in the second half of the third/ninth o., on 
account of family discords and the unworthy behaviour of some 
of its members. The Abbasid empire was already a matter of 
the past, and new dynasties were springing up in all provinces. 
Economic distress, due to unsettled conditions, was growing. 

The- extraordinary triumphs of the Eatimids, following 
each other in quick succession, were obviously due to this 
widespread discontent and unrest, coupled with a favourable 
superstitious atmosphere, widespread and ardent expectations 
of the advent of the promised Messiah, the Deliverer, who was 
due to make his appearance by the end of the third century after 
the death of the Prophet. Strangely enough, though there 
are many reports of insurrections led by different Alids in con- 
nection with the similar beliefs concerning the end of the first 
century a.h., reports of similar risings at this period are remark- 
ably few. Obviously the Eatimids, and al-Mahdi, staked their 
all on this, — and won, completely overshadowing their com- 
petitors. 

Scrutinizing the map of the Ismaili movement at this 
period we may to some extent perceive the mainsprings of its 
mechanism. The mission to the Yaman is sent in 266/879, 
and by 293/906 the province is completely under the control of 
Ibn Hawshab. The activities of the ‘^Qarmatians’^ in Lower 
Mesopotamia begin, as Tabari attests, in 278/891; and although 
the main effort, probably badly organised, the invasion of 
Syria in 290/903, fails, repeated raids continue long after this. 
Ultimately comes the grand insurrection in the Maghrib, which 
in 297/909 crowns the success of the Eatimids, and permits 
them to lay the foundations of a new caliphate. The only 
corner where their activities did not produce any visible result 
was '"‘'Daylam”, i.e. the Caspian provinces with the adjoining 
Elburz,. iBOuntainous belt. 

Lower Mesopotamia, with the neighbouring parts of Khuzi- 
stan, which was apparently the cradle of the^ Ismaili movement, 
as is known, had a long record of continuous insurrections, led 
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by different iilicls. Tlie new cities j; wMch rose under the Ai*abs, 
Basra and Kifa, originally as military settlements, and later as 
importaEt trading centres were always famous for tiieii* tur- 
biileiit popiiiation, and were hotbeds of unrest. This is usually 
explained by the statement that they were always full, of ..fluid 
elements, collected from different provinces. It see,ms, ho.wever, 
from different reports of Alid risings that not only the cities? 
but also, the sawad, i.e. the rural area, contributed to such move- 
ments ; . and this, as also the mixture of different sects, is easily 
explained hy the local conditions. 

Lower Mesopotamia, a very fertile, but also a very unhealthy 
country, a real image of hell during the greater part of the year, 
entirely depends on its canals for cultivation. An irrigation 
system, as is well-known, requires considerable investment of 
capital, which only wealthy landlords possess. The labour 
in such localities is usually drawn from different areas affected 
by economic distress. Agriculturists who for some reason 
become unsettled in their original habitation, or are pressed by 
such factors as religious persecutions, are usually the only labour 
available on the market. It is exactly what this karmMhu'’ 
population was, — a motley crowd of hard jiressed needy villagers 
from different districts, with very various religious beliefe, 
customs, etc. Their life in difficult conditions, in great misery, 
and with not the slighest prospect of betterment, most probably 
was terrible, and fully explains their readiness to support any 
political movement which could promise them even the slight 
hope of a change for the better. The great demand for agricul- 
tural labour is shown by the fact of the intense importation of 
Negro slaves, which led to the well-known and terrible insurrection 
of 255-270/869'-883 (cL E.I.y IV, 1213), accompanied by desperate 
struggle and enormous bloodshed on both sides, and only sup- 
pressed with great difficulty;, such reports as Tabari’s (III, 2127) 

3- Basra was the most important port on the Persian Gulf, and had 
superseded the ancient Obolla; and Kufa was the head of the caravan 
routes across the desert to Syria and to Mekka. 
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about the policy of the local governor, Ahmad b. Muhammad: 
at«Tayyi, is very interesting. Being appointed in 269/882 as 
governor of the Western districts of Lower Mesopotamia, and 
residing in Kufa, he permitted the “Qarmatians” to profess 
their religion, but imposed a tax of one dinar per head, collecting 
by this means large sums. Such extraordinarily tolerant policy 
most probably was not only dictated by financial considerations, 
but also evidently was endorsed by the practice of attracting 
necessary labour, badly needed by the country. Apparently 
ipuch magnanimous tolerance towards Shfites by no means 
formed a part of the Abbasid policy in general, as is clear from 
the subsequent lines, referring to protests of cautious people who 
warned the government against the ‘‘new sect’’. The restrictive 
measures, apparently taken after the retirement of the governor 
in 275/888 (de Goeje, Mhn.y 27) by his successors, led to insurrec- 
tions of 279/892, 284/897, 2871900, 288/901, and 289/902, before 
the grand revolt and invasion of Syria. 

Economic conditions in “Baylam”, i.e. Caspian provinces, 
with which the Imams of Salamiyya had strong connections, 
as is persistently indicated by different Ismaili sources, were a 
parallel to those in the sawad of Kufa and Basra. Here the belt 
of rieefields on the coastal plains even to the present day is 
chiefly cultivated with the help of what may be called “distress 
labour”, the proletarianised surplus labour of the half starving 
villages in the adjoining mountainous districts of Rudbar, 
Alamut, Taliqan, and elsewhere, who for miserable wages do 
enormously hard work in terrible conditions of continuous 
excessive humidity, heat or cold. These provinces always 
harboured many Shi‘ite sects, and were the scene of various 
insurrections which lacked importance only on account of the 
remoteness of the provinces from the vital centres of the cali- 
phate.''; 

The Yaman, with its terraced slope cultivation, and the 
proximity of nomads, probably presented its own economic 
difficulties, while the grievances of the .Banu ‘IJlays. camelmen,. 
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plying between tlie trading centres of Southern Mesopotamia 
.and Syria, probably were fliuch nearer to those of the Berbers 
of the remote portions of Ifriqiwa, exploited by the Arab city 
population. 

■ Isinaili sources preserve no detailed information as to the 
activities of their headquarters, or individual dd'ls, until we have 
an apparently authentic report preserved in the Sira of Ibii 
Hawshab (which itself, very unfortunately, is lost), relating 
to as late a date as 266/879. But such an act as sending a 
missionary to the Yaman shows that the practice was not a 
novelty in other places. In the reports preserved in non-Ismadi 
literatm*e we may find some interesting references, though it 
is not an easy task to separate the grains of truth in them from 
inventions and deliberate perversions. 

The story of the '‘^origin” of the '‘Qarmatian sect^b as 
narrated by Tabari and other early authors, has been oarefiilly 
analysed, after de Sacy, by de Goeje, in his Memoire (pp. 16 
sqq.); it was repeatedly popularised by many other authors, 
and is familiar to every student of Ismailism. There are, 
however, many implications in it which completely escaped the 
iittentioii of those who were not familiar with Ismaili sources. 
Pieced together with the latter, this storj?*, as usually happens 
after such an operation, shows the matters in a different light, 
revealing their true proportions. 

Ill his summary de Goeje collates two versions of the origin 
of the Qarmatian movement. One, by Akhu Muhsin, which is 
probably taken from the lost work of Ibn Razzam (de Sacy, 
Intr., 168 sq.), and is also quoted in the Fihrist of Ibn an-Nadim, 
most probably ultimately comes from early Ismaili sources. 
The other is that of Tabari (III, 2124, sq.), based on the report 
of an Abbasid official, Muhammad b. Ba’ud b. al-Jarrah, ;who 
interrogated a captured Ismaili, supposed to be the son-in-law 
of the famous Ismaili dd% Zakruya b. Mahduya. 

The most interesting point about this version is that it is 
strictly localised : the scene is laid on the estates of a rich landlord, 
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al-Ha 5 ^tharQ. ai-'Ijl, whom Tabari mentions as early as under 
:250/864, and then under 267/880 and 269/882. This- gives us 
some material for the dating of the events. The estate is situated 
in the district of Nahrayn, or Quss Bahram. A certain Husa}^!, 
a man of ascetic habits, an Ismaili dd'i, comes from Ahwaz, in 
Khiizis tan, which, together with ‘Askar Mukram, so often 
figures in these early Ismaili vstories. He succeeds in converting 
several people, including an able and talented local man Hamdan, 
siirnamed Qarmat. After this Husayn the dd% is never mentioned 
again; probably he leaves the place, and attention is entirely 
concentrated on Hamdan. De Goeje speculates as to whether 
this Husayn is the same as Husa 3 m, son of ‘ Abdu’i-lah b. Maymun 
al-Qaddah (the latter had by that time been dead for nearly a 
century), the father of al-Mahdi. This is obviously highly 
improbable : the head of the sect, living in strict disguise, would 
hardly risk going through the experiences described in connection 
with this Husayn 

We may note the admirable logic of these stories: a mis- 
sionary comes to a village, and, amongst others, converts a 
certain capable man. The convert takes his new religion with 
enthusiasm, makes progress in the service of the sect, and, pro- 
bably after a considerable time, attains a high position as the 
local ‘‘bishop”. It is even not certain whether he really was 
the chief Then for the sole reason that his name was 

Hamdan the Karmutha, i.e. S. Mesopotamian villager, which 
he was, Arabicised into Qarmat, all his compatriots — karmitthds, 

^ As may be seen from the Istitar^ the Bedouin tribes of the Syrian 
and Mesopotamian desert were converted by the efforts of Abiil-Husayn 
b. al-Aswad, obviously an expert missionary of long standiiag who was 
appointed the chief ddH by al-Mahdi. It may he not altogether improbable 
that this Abu’l-Husayn and Husayn in Tabari’s accomit are one and the 
same person. The reason that after the conversion of com- 

pletely vanishes from the stage, is cjuite obvious: as may be seen further 
oil, translations (Texts, p. 100), there is a precious allusion in the A srdru'n- 
-Nutaqd\ to an important detail of the Fatimid methods of organisation of 
their propaganda. Missionaries sent from the centre organised local 
^‘cells’’, which carried on the further spread of the preaching. Thus, on 
the local “cell” under Hamdan being set up, the shifts to some other 
place. ■ ■ ■ 
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regardless of their real persuasion, and their relations with him,, 
have .become Qariiiatians, and 'he himself has bloomed into 
the /bimder of the “Qarmatian sect’M This story is then for 
centuiies repeated by learned authors, and is even, now discussed, 
mth profound learning by modern scholars, who build wonderful, 
theories on this basis. 

. There is an important feature of mediaeval and popular 
psychology, the fuE implications of which are not yet properly 
realised. The mass mind is extremely personal and categorical 
in its reasoning. Such ideas as those of cumulative process, 
the creative activities of the masses, and so on, do not exist for, 
it,. Everything must have a definite cause, and this cause, is 
always personal: God creates the ivorld,. ildam is the first man,, 
Eve — the .first •woman, etc. Any amount of similar reasoning 
is to be found in Muslim historical w'orks: the first man who 
composed a poem in Persian, or wus called Sufi, and so forth, 
Qarmat and ' Abdirl-iaii ibn al-Qaddah also belong to the same 
popular se,ries of the ‘'first men w^ho”: Qarmat was "the first 
man wfio” ivas so surnamed, a.nd the. "Qarmatians"- are, called 
afte)' Mm, Therefore he was the founder of the sect. In Just 
the same wa.y 'Abdii’l-lah b. Maymun al-Qaddah was "the first 
man who” introduced the IsmaEi doctrine. Therefore he wus 
also the progenitor of the Eatimids. 

As mentioned above (cf. p. 48), Hamdan was the chief 
Ma'i, although it is not clear w'hether he was in charge of his 
own district only, or the whole of Mesopotamia. The latter is 
more' probable. 'Abdan, his hrother-m-law% acted as his secre- 
tary probably he: was his deputy. Then headquarters, as 
mentioned above, was in Kalwadha, close to Baghdad, since- 
261/875, according to the Fihrist (cf. de Goeje, Si). If„.tMs is 
.. true, the conversion of Hamdan was a matter of the earlier half 
of the third/niiith century, 

. - As ,we have, seen above (p. 48)-, in 286 or, 287/899-900 great 
changes took place-: Hamdan' "apostatized” and disappeared^ 
His : "'Secretaiy”^^^ murdered. (Abu Muhammad) ZakrCiya 
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b, MaMiiya (al-KMi), apparently a district dd% of KMa, was 
appointed the chief dd% (for the whole of Mesopotamia?) in 
succession to Hamdan, but died soon He was succeeded 
(in his post of the dd% of Kufa ?) by his eldest son Yahya, who 
is known to history under the name of the Sahibuhi-naqa (.‘'‘the 
■owTier of the she-camel”), or “the Shaykh”, and is in the 
politely referred to under the name of Abiil-Qasim. 
He perished in the battle of Damascus, in 290/903. 

, Abiil-Husa37n b. al-Aswad, who dismissed him from Ms 
post, as stated in the Istitdr, 96, was apparently the dd/ ^-in-chief, 
and in this office was later on succeeded by Firiiz. The reason 
for his residing in Hama, just over twenty miles from Salamiyya, 
is clearly stated It was obviously a precautionary measure. 

It is interesting that although Ismaiii tradition plainly 
mentions the death of Zakruya as having occurred before the 
invasion of Syria, non-Ismaili sources make him live much 
longer, and after a series of romantic adventures, periods of 
hiding, etc., he appears as participating in a raiding party in 
294/906. Tabari, III, 2275, narrates a lengthy story of such 
a Qarniatian raid, wMch ended by the siege of a certam village 

3- The name appears as Bhikrawaih, Zikrwaili, Zikruya, Zal^ruya, etc,, 
son of Mihrwaih, Mihrawaih, Mihrnya, Mahruya, etc. There is not the 
slightest room for doubt as to this being a “contemptive diminutive” 
form, of the Persian type, which was widely used in the third/niiith c., 
but later completely disappeared. It is quite obvious that “Zikrwaih” 
has nothing to do with dhilcr, but is a contemptive foim of the name 
Zakariya. De Sacy consistently writes “Zakrouya, ills de Mahrouya’% 
but on p. 184, Introduction, note 2, he “corrects” himself: “J© crois quo 
la vraie prononeiation de ces noms persans est Zicrwaih et Mihrwaih. 
Mihrwaih signifi© semhlahle au soleil ou d Mithra^\ This is obviously the 
effect of the silly stories about Ismailism trying to supersede Islam with 
the “religion of the Magians”, etc. No, it seems quite obvious that 
“Mihrwaih” has nothing to do with the sun, Hithra, and the Magians. 
It is simply a similar “contemptive” form of the name of Mahdi, in which 
d, easily confused in some handwritings with r, has been read wrongly 
: under the, :influence of these stories. 

2 Hama, the ancient Epiphania, on© of the most .important towns of 
Syria, on the Orontes river, lies on the main road Aleppo-Hama-Homs- 
-Bamascus-Ierusalem. As is stated in the I stitdr, the purpose of his 
settlmg there was to be “on the road to Egypt”, with which Syria was 
connected at that time, being under the jurisdiction of the Governor of 
Egypt. At the same time, of course, the chief was within easy reach, 
a day’s ride' by an easy , road. 
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known as Fayd. At the beginning of Rab. I 294/ January 907' 
a certain Wasif b. Sawartagin was sent against Mm from Qa- 
disiyya with a force of tribal levies. He came in contact with 
the raiders on Satm^ay 22 Rab. I 294/11-1-907 (the day realy 
was a Saturday) ; ' fighting continued on the next day, and 
/^Zafcruya” was severely wounded, captured with Ms relatives, 
and closest associates, and died five days later. A1 this seems 
Mghly improbable : it is difficult to believe that an old man much 
over sixty would participate in a desert raid and in fighting. 
Most probably it was a real Qarmatian headman, wffio was 
made into the famous Zakriiya to enhance the glory of the suc- 
cessful operation. 

Concerning Zakruya, i.e. Abu Muhammad (in Tabari Abu 
Mahmud) Zakariya b. al-Mahdi al-Kufi, question has been 
already raised whether he was the son of ai-Mahdi b. Hurmuz 
mentioned in the ‘ Uymiu'l-aMihdr as a devout dd'% of Miiliammad 
b. Isma^il and his successor, and whether he was a brother of 
Yahya b. ai-Mahdi as-Samami or at-Tamami, who was murdered 
about the same time in Bahrayn There is nothing improbable 
in the supposition that all these leaders were related to each 
other. 

Neither the name of Hamdan, nor of 'Abdan is found in 
Ismaili sources, as far as I know. But there can be Mttle doubt 
that the passage in the Istitdr, 96, concerning the murder of 
their brother-in-law by the sons of Zakruya, on account of Ms 
being a mundfiq, i.e. a renegade, or traitor, refers to ‘Abdan. 
^'There was a man who was the husband of their sister Seeing 
that such a severe punishment was meted out to Yahya for Ms 
crime, it is obvious that '^a man’’ in question was of considerable 
importance. Nuwayri, or his sources, credit the murder, to the 
Imam himself; but tMs is only one of the mnumerable instances 
of . his super-knowledge of all secrets and mysteries. It is, never- 
theless, worth notice that the brothers seriously regarded them- 


^ Of. *^Ismailis and Qarmatians ”, p. 85. 
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selves as having been wronged, and were extremely indignant* 
If it is true that the murder took place about 287 /900, the chrono- 
logy excellently fits the version of the IstUdr, which seems quite 
reliable here. It appears that they made lengthy complaints 
and protests by correspondence, which were left unanswered by 
al-Mahdi, and that the matter occupied a whole year (Istitdr^ 
97). Only after this did the brothers apparently venture to 
pay a personal visit to Salamiyya. They, however, did not 
find al-Mahdi there ^ : he had fled before this date, and was 
hiding at Ramla {1st,, 97). The reasons for his flight were most 
probably many : according to the Sira of JaMar (cf. p. 109 sq.) 
he fled from the danger of arrest by the Abbasid agents, because 
his activities were unveiled by an energetic local governor. The 
Sira explains that al-Mahdi was always generous with presents 
to the governors, thus probably buying their acquiescence. 
But this one, collecting important information about him, 
began to blackmail him. By wirepulling through his dd'is in 
Baghdad, al-Mahdi succeeded in having him recalled. But the 
Turk submitted a report to the caliph, and was sent back with 
a military force to seize al-Mahdi, who was informed by his 
agents by carrier pigeon. Perhaps another serious consideration 
was the threat of revenge from the supporters of ^ Abdan. It is 
interesting that Sayyid-na Idris incorporates only the version 
connected with the suspicious governor (cf. also above, p. 60). 

The flight from Salamiyya soon after 286/899 is positively 
confirmed by an important witness,— Ibn Hawqal, himself 
probably an Ismaili (de Goeje, 63). It is apparently a fact 
that al-Mahd! was already settled in Sijilmasa in 292/905. 
Different authorities mention that al-Mahdi arrived in Egypt 
during the governorship of Msa Nushari, who was appointed in 
the month of Jum. II 292/April 905. De Goeje (64-65) expresses 
doubts, but it seems that the I stitdr not only supports this, 


3- Here ebraes tlie interesting statement that they, on arrival there, 
applied to atMahdi’s Abu Muhamnaad, taking him for the head of 

the sect. Gf. above, p. . 59, . 
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but also explains the reasons, which are entirely obscure in 
iioii-Isiiiaili versions. It is interesting that according to the 
version of the 8tm of Ja‘far, al-Mahd! travelled to Egypt without 
any stop eii route. But he apparently confuses iiineli by reason 
of the remoteness of the events. 

The version of the Istitdr throws the most interesting light, 
on what- followed: the three brothers, i.e. Yaliya -(who is more 
or less respectfully referred to as Abiil-Qasim), Husayii, who is 
here invariably styled Abu Malizul or ai-Qarmati, and Abul™ 
-‘ Abbas, the youngest, who apparently soon returned to his 
country 97 ; he was also called Muliammad), began to make, 
inquiries in Salamiyya about al-Mahdi, and wormed out the 
secret of his refuge in Ramla. Then the elder, Yahya, went to 
the camps of the tribe of the Banii ‘Ulay§, who had been con- 
verted by the d<cT% Abul-Husajm, and called themselves Fatim! 
(probably the early appellation of the Ismailis)' 2 . TVhatever 
were his real intentions, apparently the official purpose was 
clear: to defend the head of the sect, the Imam, who was in 
danger, and had had to flee, leaving behind his flimily and 
property. Apparently the story about the Turkish governor 
is not entirely false: the Badoos, who, it seems, immediately 
answered the call with great enthusiasm, definitely ’followed 
the course of the Euphrates, by which the Abbasid force was 
moving, raided Rusafa, an important old town between Upper 
Mesopotamia and Syria, .burning -the chief mosque there (Tabari, 
III, 2219) in' the end of 289/Oct.-Nov. 902, after having com- 
pletely defeated the Turk, who is called Subk, or Siibiik ad- 
-Dayiami (or' also Salami). According to Tabari, “Zafcrtya b. 
Mahdiiya’’ specially converted the Badoos, through Ms sons 


^ It, is diffieult to see the, abusive implications of this expression : the 
father , of the contemptible -one,, the subject of jokes. P-erhaps the ex- 
pression is chosen to rhyme with his original hunya. 

In the 'text ot thB Istitdr the tribes - are called Qasijwun. This 
■apparently .is a misreading .of the. original Fatimiyyun., Most probably 
later scribes, being ignorant of history, were puzzled by such a strange 
application of the term, and “corrected” the expression. 
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(Ill, 2217); the version of the Istitdr seems to be more reliable. 
Apparently everything was rapidly improvised, and this is why 
the rising did not achieve any serious success. 

We are now on sound historical ground, — Tabari gives 
sufficient information about the events. The information of 
the Istitdr is invariably more detailed, and apparently conies 
from a much better informed source, supplying the most vital 
and essential parts of the picture. 

When news about the attack of the Badoos reached the 
governor of S3nria, Tughj, or, probably better Tughuch, the 
founder of the Ikhshidid dynasty m Egypt, he moved out 
against them with a small punitive force, probably acting on 
inadequate information, was severely defeated by the Badoos, 
and hardly succeeded in slipping into well fortified Damascus. 
The “Qarmatians’’ followed him to the city, and besieged it. 

. It is difficult to see how large the horde of the Bedouins 
was. Tabari (III, 2219) says that there were a hundred thousand 
of the followers of Zakruya amongst the Banu 'Ulays and Banud- 
-Asbagh, "‘m Sawad, in the East, and in the Wesf . According 
to Tabari (III, 2221), the report of ‘Ali b. 'Isa, the governor of 
Raqqa, in Upper Mesopotamia, received in Baghdad on the 
25 Muharram 290/28 Jan. 903, emphasised their numbers. But 
it is doubtful whether their total strength exceeded 6-7 thousand. 
According to this report, Subk himself attacked the Bedouins, 
making a sortie from Raqqa, where, apparently, he was already 
encamped ; he himself was killed in action, and the remnants of 
the Abbasid troops fled. The invaders turned towards Rusafa, 
looted some villages and the town, as mentioned above, and 
continued their way to Syria, where they probably were attacked 
by Tughj in February. Already on the 7th Rab. II/10-3-903 
a report was received in BaghdM of Tughj having made an 
unsuccessful sortie from besieged Damascus. Merchants and 
other people were mobilised for the defence (T., Ill, 2222). 
The news of the death of “the Shaykh^’ in the battle at the gate 
of Damascus, which is described in the terms quite similar to the 
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picture gi¥eii in the Istitdr, was received in Baghdad on the 16th 
Sha/baii 290/15-6-903. It is therefore quite clear that the siege 
lasted about four months, Tabari gives further on a summary of 
the activities of the ‘'Qarmatiaiis'’, mifortunateiy not giving the 
dates of the different phases of their progress. Orders were 
onty then given by the caliph al-Muktafi for the formation of an 
expeditionary force against the invaders, — on the 2nd Ramadan/ 
31 July 903. He acted, under pressure from Egypt, from 
whence came complaints of his inaction in the calamity. The 
date of the departure of the force is not stated, but already on 
the 15th of the same month (the i2th of August) a ten-thousand 
strong force under the command of Abul-Agharr was annihilated 
by the Qarmatians ” in tvddi Butnan, on the Aleppo road ^ : 
the Bedouins surprised them as a vdcked sat^rr a bathing nymph. 
The force, after a march in the temperature of the Mesopotamian 
August, something like 115"F., camped by a stream; the men 
undressed, entered the water, and were slaughtered by the 
attacking Bedouins in a defenceless state. A bare thousand 
out of the Earghana bodyguard and others succeeded in saving 
themselves with Abul-Agharr, and fled to Halab. As is also 
mentioned in the Istitdr, the whole of their camp fell into the 
hands of the raiders. Again the two versions, from obviously 
different sources, completely tally with each other. 

It is quite probable that Salamiyya was in fact so far 
spared, and the “Qarmatians’’ were still waiting for something. 
The account of Tabari (III, 2225-6) is rather obscure. After 
having looted different places (apparently immediately after the 
raising of the siege of Damascus), they went to Salamiyya, but the 
inhabitants beat off their attack. Saiiibu’sh-shama made a 
truce with them, promising safety (this is very interesting, and 
apparently confirms the Istitdr version). When the' inhabitants 
opened the gates, the ‘^Qarmatians” entered, and, started by 
first slaughtering all the Hashimites, of whom a number were 

1 This apparently is the same as the stimm on which stands the 
village called Khnrbatul-Bidjan, about 40 miles from Aleppo. 

6b 
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residing in tlie town. Then they did the same with (other) 
inhabitants of the place, slaughtering every one, even children, 
and animals, leaving none alive. Then they went on further, 
plundering and slaughtering people. 

The account may be strongly coloured by natural sentiment 
and it is quite possible that such a thing as slaughtering animals'- 
was done not out of cruelty and rage, but simply as the ordinary 
destruction of supplies which may fall into the hands of an 
approaching enemy. But it seems much more probable that the 
progress of destruction was not so instantaneous, as it appears 
at first from this summary, and that there were pauses between 
its different stages, as narrated in the Istitdr, 

Unfortunately Tabari does not mention the date on which 
it was decided to send an expedition under Muhammad b. 
Sulayman (III, 2236). Apparently it was not a regular army, 
but a horde of Bedouin levies, drafted from different local 
tribes which still remained loyal to the Abbasids, or portions 
of those tribes from which different sections rebelled. The 
general in command was given the authority to mobilise them, 
and local officials were specially instructed to offer him ail 
possible assistance. 

We have every reason to trust the version of the Istitdr, 
seeing that the expeditionary force really moved towards Sala- 
miyya (III, 2237), and came in contact with the ‘^ Qarmatians*’ 
at a distance of 12 leagues from Hama, i.e. not far from that 
place. True to the Istitdr, §ahibu’sh-shama stays behind, with 
his treasury. The battle takes place on the 7th Muharram 
291/30th Nov. 903% The leader, receiving news about the 
defeat of his army, flees across the desert, with only three men, 
and later on the party, starved and exhausted, emerges near 
Daliya, on the Euphrates, and is caught when trying to obtain 
supplies, :(III,, 2238) ■ ; 

1 No place called Baliya appai'ently exists at present on the Upper 
Euphrates. Tabari (III, 2255) says that the Qarmatian was going to 
Kufa, and approached a Daliya, known as the Baliya of Ibn Tawq, on the 
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It seems iisefiil to offer here an abbreviated translation 
of the official report of the general commanding the expedition, 
Muhammad b. Sniayman, quoted in extenso by Tabari (III, 
2238-2243). It is a complete account of the operations, sub- 
mitted after a preliminary report, referred to in it, and contains 
many names of different officers, etc., whom the general re- 
commends for a reward, and so forth. 

' '‘On Tuesday the 7th Muharram (the 30th Nov, 903) we 
marched from the locality known under the name of al-Qarwana 
to another, known as al-‘Ulyana. We advanced in a state of 
readiness, properly formed into the centre, right and left wings. 
We were not long on our march when a report was brought to 
me that the Qarmatian infidel had sent against us onO' of his 
dd'fa, aii-Nii'mto b. Akhi Isma'ii b. an-Nu'mto, with 3000 horse 
and a number of infantry, and that they had camped m the 
locality known as Tamna' twelve leagues distant from Hamit 
(i.e. about 16 miles), and that this force had been joined b}^ all 
the garrisons stationed at Ma'arratu’n-Nu'man, al-Fa§!§i, and 
other places. I kept this information secret from officers 
and men. I asked the guide as to the distance between us and 
the place where the Qarmatians had camped, and the reply was : 
six leagues (i.e, about eight miles). So, relying on God, I ordered 
him to lead us to that place, directiy; and we accordingly took 
that direction. As we advanced, we came in sight of the infidels, 
— - they were already on the alert, in battle formations. Seeing 
■om force moving towards them, they also began their advance 
towards, us. 


road along Enplirates. The word daliya means water wheel. ,In the 
Istitdr is said that he was caught at Qarqisiyya (ancient Circessium), a 
place at the confluence of the Eliabur stream with Euphrates, about 20 
miles South of Da^^o’u’z-zur. It is quite possible that this Daliya was a 
small village in the same district, as may be inferred from Tabari, III, 2284. 

^ Perhaps it is the same place as “Tamania’’ on the maps, a village 
lialf way between the railway and the motor road in about tw-enty miles 
North from Hama. If so, it appears that the Abbasld force was moving 
via Aleppo. 
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They had arranged their left wing in six squadrons (the 
names of the leaders are mentioned as they were probably 
ascertained later on from the prisoners), altogether about 1500 
horse, and a special reserve about 400 strong. The centre was 
under command of an-Nu'man himself, and others, with about 
1400 horse, and 3000 infantry. The right wing was composed 
of several squadrons (names of the leaders are given), also 

ff ‘ . 

about 1400 horse, and about a hundred in reserve. They began 
to advance rapidly against us, while we moved towards them, 
in whole mass, unsplit. I addressed my officers and men, 
promising good reward for good work.’’ 

“When we were in full view of each other, a squadron on 
the left wing of the enemy put their horses to the gallop, and 
attacked the squadron of al-Husayn b. Hamdan, who was on 
our extreme right”. 

So he goes on, describing the battle, in which the “Qar- 
* matians”, obviously greatly outnumbered, spent their force in 

continuously attacking, one squadron charging immediately 
after the other. An enormous proportion of them fell in the 
battle which was very fierce. The remnants ultimately retreated, 
and were pursued for five leagues. 

“We moved still further for about a league and a half, and 
halted, in order to enable the infantry and others to come up 
with us, fearing a ruse or an ambush from the enemy . . . We 
camped at the place where we halted, and, after a rest, I came 
out of the encampment with my officers, staying outside till 
morning, fearing a surprise attack. (Next morning) we started 
for Hama, and thence to Salamiyya, because what remained 
of the enemy forces were at Salamiyya with the (chief) infidel ^ 
who had arrived there three days before^’* Unfortunately, this 
is all. The general proceeds with requests for rewards for 
different ranks, and promises to send the severed heads of the 
fallen enemy leaders. 

This passage obviously implies that Salamiyya had not 
been ravaged three days before this report; was written: if it 
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liad been ravaged earlier, what would have been the use for the 
Qarmatiaii '' leader going there ? Thus apparently the version 
of the IstMcir is right again, and the slaughter of the family of 
al-Mahdi, with others, did not take place before the middle of 
Muharrani 291/beg. of Dec. 903. The story, narrated in the 
IstMdr, regarding the intention of Muhammad b. Siilajnnan, on 
Ms arrival, to punish the inhabitants of Salanii^wa, and their 
request to send somebody to ascertain the terrible extent of the 
sack, apparently is not a fiction, — it tallies well with the trend 
of the report. 

We may add that according to the Istitdr (105} the number 
of the victims was only 88. After the murders the leader went 
to the village of Akhbiyj^a (or Ukhbiyya, no longer extant), and 
stayed there seveii days. The forces of Muhammad b. Sulayman 
arrived six days after his flight. Ail this tallies excelientiy 
with the report. It seems that these details are based on facts ; 
if they were fiction, based on books, the author could hardly 
have resisted the temptation to dramatise the narrative, by 
making the relief arrive just too late, etc. It may be noted » 
however, that the author of the Istitdr obviously knew something 
about the reports sent by Muhammad b. Sulayman to 
-MMtadid” (i.e. al-Muktafi), but it is also obvious that he had 
not seen the text of Tabari, because the details are different: 
the '^Qarmatian’’ is caught not at Daiiya, but at Qarqisiyya, 
the caliph is al-Mu‘tadid. It is also somewhat surprising that 
the author mentions that the captured leader refused under tor- 
ture to acknowledge that he was one of the Qaramita. According 
to Tabari, , III, 2243, he was executed on the 23rd Rab. I 
291/14th Febr. 904, in Baghdad, in the most cruel way. The 
most remarkable detail is that only just over seventy prisoners of 
war could be produced for execution. To make the number 
more imposing, by the orders of the caliph nearly three hundred 
people were arrested in Baghdad, Kufa, and other places, on 
suspicion of their being Qarmatians. The prisoners, despite 
terrible tortures, denied that they belonged to the sect (III, 
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2246). Tlie SaMbu’sh-sliama, while in prison, tried to commit 
suicide by opening the veins with a piece of broken glass, but 
this was noticed, and Ms life was saved. ■ 

According to the Istitdr, when the news of the ‘^Qarmatian’' 
having been captured had been received, al-Mahdi left Ramla, 
and entered Egypt. The reason, given by the author, is his 
fear that the ‘‘Qarmatian^’, out of hatred, would disclose to the 
Abbasid government the secrets of the propaganda. In any 
case, if al-Mahdi was really by the end of 292/904 already in 
Sijilmasa, having passed through Egypt in the same year, his 
departure from S 3 rria has really taken place after the execution 
of Abu Mahzul. Reports which are found in general literature, 
as referred to above, about his amm? in Eg 3 rpt, may really 
refer not to his arrival, but to his being discovered there, which, 
as we may also see from the Istitdr, happened only after a 
considerable lapse of time. It is also possible that his decision 
to go to the Maghrib was prompted by the serious successes of 
Abi’i ‘Abdil-lah ash-Shf i, which had developed by this time. 

Thus ended a grand enterprise which, if crowned with 
success, might have substantially altered the whole course of 
the later history of Islam, by replacing the effete Abbasid cali- 
phate with the Fatimid in Syria. Ismaili sources, and especially 
the Istitdr, clear up very many points which so far remained 
obscure. The picture is now perfectly clear. The movement 
was Ismaili, and had nothing to do with the Qarmatians of the 
South. It was exactly the same in nature, aims, and methods 
as the Berber rising in Ifriqiyya which seven years later brought 
the Fatimids to the throne of the new caliphate. In fact, it 
was quite of the same character as many and many other SMTte 
and Messianic risings, differing from its predecessors only in the 
grander scale of the events: just as those, it was swiftly impro- 
vised, had a great momentum at the beginning, and fell away 
later. It failed, as other Shi^ite early ■ risings failed, to attain 
its aims, and we can now clearly see the reasons : though probably 
preached for a long time, and though animating great masses 
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of population, it was precipitated by events, and ' the leaders 
had to act before the movement was^ properly organised and 
eo-ordinated ; , the existing documents do not show any sign of 
collaboration between the settled population and the invading 
Bedouins, and it seems that this did not exist. Leadership 
was bad, apparently lacking thorough plans; in addition, the 
only recognised leader, Yahya b. Zakariya, was, killed just at 
the moment when the invaders were on the point of achieving 
a great success. After his death the movement degenerated 
into what may be called a plundering occupation of a defenceless 
country. The brilliant and uninterrupted military successes 
of the invaders were obviously due to three causes: religious 
animation, thirst for loot, and the hopelessly bad quality both 
of the Abbasid military forces, and generally, of the organisation 
of the Abbasid state which was obviously in a desperate condi- 
tion. The Bedouin rising was crushed by overwhelming forces 
of their own Bedouin bretliren, bribed by the Abbasids. With 
proper leadership, and more resources, these people, most 
probably, would have been easily won over to the other side, 
and the final success of al-Mahd! obviously was not an impossi- 
bility in different cheumstances. 

The policy of al-Mahdi, as it appears in the IstituTi is re- 
markably evasive He flees from Salamiyya at the first sign 
of complications, and hides himself, remaining in touch vitli 
events, and with the leaders of the invaders, but apparently 
taking no part in the direction of the war. He apparently 
never in Ms life participated in any military operations, leaving 
these to others, — his dd'Uy such as Mansurul- Yaman, ' Yahya, 
mentioned above, Abu ‘Abdil-lah ash-SM‘i, and later on his 
son, al-Qa’im bi-amril-lah. This policy of his is perfectly 
consistent, from the beginning to. the end. ^ In the case of the 
invasion of Syria he probably had many serious reasons. The 
cruel and rapacious sons of the desert, who ravaged and plun- 


^ Cf. above, p. 58, note 1. 
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/dered unfortunate S 3 n:ia, were liardiy fit to appear as the servants 
of the expected Mahdi, wlio came to “fill the earth with justice 
and equity’’ on his behalf. Most probably he had not much 
trust in the good intentions of the leaders, and when the elder 
brother was killed, the younger, Husayn, apparently did not 
command much prestige. He was a young .man, still in his 
twenties, as mentioned by Tabari (III, 2219), and the Istitdr 
probably rightly reflects the persistent friction between him 
and various parties amongst the Bedouin leaders. We can see 
that he makes every effort to lure al-Mahdi out of his hiding 
place; but the latter was certainly not so simple as to submit 
himself to the control, which the other would have in his hands 
as the commander of the army. It is quite natural therefore 
to find that the fulfilment of his promises of joining the army 
was continuously postponed, originally perhaps in the expectation 
of a decisive success, and later on such promises were given 
simply in order to placate the invaders. 

Speaking of the sons of “Zakruya”, it is difficult to assess 
their activities properly. Undoubtedly their personal ambitions 
were the major moving force. But it is significant that the 
author of the Istitdr, though not very friendly, nevertheless 
does not make Yahya to be an accursed villain as his younger 
brother. This, perhaps, may indicate a certain recognition of 
sincerity, preserved in sectarian tradition, if indeed it implies 
anything at all. Further, in passing judgment on his brother, 
we must not forget that his desert ideas, and still more the 
ideas of his followers, could hardly boast of much refinement 
and mildness. It seems at least that the Abbasid caliph Muktafi 
with his court and government represented no great advance 
on this “Qarmatian” leader, as we may judge from the sickening 
scenes, and their accompanying sentiments, described in detail 
by Tabari in connection with the execution of the captured 
rebels, and of something like three hundred people killed merely 
on suspicion. It is quite possible that the atrocities perpetrated 
by the' invaders in S 3 rria, ■ as reported by different historians. 
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are grossly exaggerated, in conformity with the general attitude 
of painting .the “Qarmatians'' in the blackest possible colours. 
One would naturally expect the author of the , IstiMr to make 
the accursed heretic, who slaughtered the famity of the Imam, as 
horrible as possible. But he does not mention such wholesale 
murders either elsewhere in Sjrria, or 'in Salamiyya. Here the 
‘'Qarmatian’’ leader, probably in order to arouse the failng 
religious enthusiasm, exterminates the Hashiniites (looting, of 
course, their property), not only as the eneiiiies of the Imam, 
but also as the personal and treacherous enemies of his own 
army, proved by the most decisive documents. It is not only 
in those remote and savage days that such execution w’^ould be 
considered natural. The final execution of the relatives of the 
Imam was probably an act of revenge on his master, who, in 
his opinion, had failed him. Even after having committed such 
an atrocious act, he, Husayn b. Zakariya, still attempts to 
persuade the fickle leaders of the Bedouins to wait (p. 105), but 
they desert him, compelling him to flee. To wait for what ?- — 
The promised arrival of al-Mahdi, who would miraculously help 
him to win his cause ? — But it is also quite probable that in 
reality the defeat of the '‘Qarmatians’’ was equally exaggerated. 
The report of Muhammad b. Sulayman, quoted above, clearly 
shows that the expeditionary force had great fear of an impending 
attack, ambush, etc. The figure of the prisoners of war, executed 
in Baghdad, just over seventh' , is also very significant. Therefore 
we may safely believe that it was not so much the defeat as the 
psychological effect that caused the collapse. The invaders 
were accustomed to an uninterrupted series of successes, perhaps 
seeing in this the sign of Divine help, and the righteousness of 
their cause. Meeting with a serious setback, they at once bec,am,e 
seized with panic, and, in the usual manner of the fickle Bedouins, 
deserted their leader and abandoned the campaign, — an event, 
■which a shrewd and clever man like al-Mahdi could easily have' 
foreseen. 
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There is a feature of this campaign which merits notice. 
Tabari gives many indications as to the two sons of Zakruya 
having posed as the Imams, and having claimed descent from 
Muhammad b. Isma'iL The Istitar, and the of JaTar, 
are silent on this point,, although, in their emphatic denunciation 
of the movement, it is unlikely that they would have missed an 
opportunity to refer to so outrageous a crime against religion. 
It is quite natural that the religious atmosphere of the campaign 
should have generated a considerable number of superstitious 
beliefs. Such things as the miraculously guided” she-camel 
of Yahya b. Zakruya, or the mole on the face of his brother, or 
his mysterious sacred hooks, dafdtir, which he carried with him, 
and was contemplating while the fateful battle at the gate of 
Damascus was raging, and so forth, are mentioned. Such beliefs 
might appear spontaneously, or even might be encouraged by 
the leaders. An element of ‘‘playing to the gallery” is always 
unavoidable if popularity among the masses is sought. But 
the claims to the Imamat are a different thing. These are men- 
tioned by Tabari categorically (III, 2218), and he even quotes 
two letters, supposed to be addressed from and to the “Qarma- 
tian” leader. 

On pp. Ill, 2217-8 it is clearly stated: “Zakruya sent his 
sons to them (the Kalbl clans in the Sawad of Kufa), and they 
entered into an agreement and alliance with them. They (the 
sons of Zakruya) claimed descent from ‘ Ali ibn Abi TMib through 
Muhammad b. Isma‘il, explaining that they were threatened by 
the government, and seeking for help. The tribes believed in 
this. Thereafter (the sons of Zakruya) gradually spread amongst 
them propaganda of the Qarmatian beliefs. None of the 
Kalbite clans accepted this, except for the portion (fahhidh) 
known as Banu ‘Ulays b. Damda^ b. ‘Adi b. Janab, with their 
particular clients. They swore the oath of allegiance in the end 
of 289/902 near the tent of the son of Zakruya, whose name was 
Yahya, Abul-'Qasim, surnamed Shayfch”. 
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Tabari further informs us that the ‘'Shaykh^'j or Yahya b. 
Zakrfiya, claimed one genealogy as follows: 

Abu ' Abdil-lah b. Muhammad b. Isma‘il; 

Muhammad b. ‘Abdil-lah b. Yahya (?); 

.■Muhammad b, ‘Abdil-lah b. Muhammad b. Isma'^il; 

, He said that his father , known under the name of Abu 
Mahmud, was his da%, preaching in support of his claims, and 
that he had in the Sawad, and the East, and the West, a hundred 
thousand followers ’h 

Further on, III, 2225, it is said that after the death of Ms 
brother, the younger leader, Husa3m, assumed the name of Abul- 
Abbas Ahmad b. "Abdil-iah (b. Muhammad b. Isma'^li ?). 

StiU further, III, 2232, a letter, supposed to be written by 
him to one of his deputies, begins as follows “From the slave of 
Clod Ahmad b. ^x^bdildah, the Mahdf, Divinely Helped, the 
Protector of Religion, etc.’’ And in the reply, III, 2234, it is 
said: “To the slave of God, Ahmad, the Imam, the Mahdf, 
Divinely Helped”, etc., as discussed above, p. 47. 

All this is extremely suspicious. The first genealogy is an 
obvious error. The second is strange : who was this Yahya, whose 
grandson the leader pretended to be ? ^ The third is obviously 
absurd : if Yahya b. Zakruya was not older than forty, he certainly 
could not in 290 a.h. have been the grandson of Muhammad b, 
Isma'il, who was born about 120 a.h. From what follows, it 
appears that Ms younger brother stuck to this version: thus 
if he was about 25 years old, it means that between the birth 
of Ms grandfather, and his own, 145 years have elapsed. Thus 
ail this must be regarded as the purest nonsense, and a very 
crude forgery. Other details are equally absurd: his father, i.e., 
“Zakruya”, who thus should be 'Abdul-lah b. Muhammad b. 
Isma^il himself (who probably died in the beginning of the third/ 


Perhaps this shouid be reverted, and read as: Yahya b. .hAbdi’I- 
-lah b. Muhammad (b. Isma'il) ? Thus the question arises whether *‘the 
Shaykh” was called Yahya or Muhammad. 


SONS OF ZAKRUYA POSING AS IMAMS. 


93 


iiintli 0 .), was not an Imam, but the dd% of Ms own son. On 
the top of every thing else it is obvious that, he was known very 
well to every one as the son of this Zakruya, who, as every one 
knew, was '‘calling’’ the people not to Mm, Ms own son, but to 
the house of the Imams residing in Salamiyya. 

It is therefore quite possible that all this consist of nothing 
but perverted and confused tit-bits of the Fatimid genealogy, 
and that the sons of Zakruya reaUy acted on behalf of their 
Imam, al-Mahdl. But, as the. latter was hidden, and not known 
to the masses, it appeared as if they, the brothers, themselves 
posed as the Imams. The fact that one name is ascribed to 
one, and another to the other, does not prove anything : in such 
accounts two different versions could be easily "rationalised” 
into the names of two different persons. It is also not quite 
impossible that the name of the Imam was deliberately given 
in a wrong form. 

Dr. B. Lewis ("The Origin of Isma'ihsm”, p. 74) quotes 
from his new source, Thabit, who cites the Ichutha, recited in 
Hims during its occupation by Yaliyd ash- Shay hh m 290”, 
The hhutha itself, if not fabricated,— and this seems likely, — 
proves nothing whatever, or perhaps, even proves that the 
invaders really recognised ai-Mahdi as their master. But it 
is interesting to ascertain whether Hims was really occupied 
during the leadership of Yahya: the invaders hastened on the 
heels of the fleeing governor to Damascus, and remained busy 
with the siege until the death of Yahya. Of. Tabari, III, 2225; 
it is explicitly stated that Hims was occupied later on. 

Thus there is no serious reason to accept the information 
as to the sons of Zakruya posing as Imams or Mahdis at its face 
value. It is natural enough that such rumours should have 
been in circulation, but from the point of view of the history of 
Ismailism they appear so absurd that they could only be regarded 
as proved if we had in our hands genuinely reliable documents. 
Tabari accurately records the news that came to his notice. But 
he apparently never took any interest in SM'ite sectarian matters , 
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and their intricate doctrines, and he could easily have iiiistakeii 
the general term ifnam, in the sense of the religions leader, Mgh 
priest, etc., for the Shf ite term ''Imam”, with ail its implications. 

It is, very unfortunate that Tabari’s great Annals come to an 
end soon after these events,, and that the last pages were 
hastily composed. Perhaps a proper study of the .history of 
the Yaman wiU reveal the true nature of the events, connected 
with its conquest Ibn Hawshab, who, as is knovm, was himself 
regarded by his followers as a Mahdi, — “Mansur”, according 
to the local terminology, though his loyalty to the Imam is. 
beyond any doubt, and his position in the history of Ismailisni 
is very high. We must regret very much the fact that his Svra 
(supposed to be mitten by his son, or, really, grandson, Ja'far, 
as stated in the Kitdbul-Azhdr) is lost. It is strange that even 
the date of his death has not been preserved. We therefore 
cannot see clearly why the plan of the move to the Yaman should 
have been altered, and when this change took place. 

Summing up, the picture as drawn by the IstUdi\ and 
completely confirmed by Tabari and other sources, if properly 
analysed, is such as could not have been invented, and camiot 
be regarded as faiisified to any considerable extent. There is 
therefore very little reason to doubt that ai-Mahdi in this story, 
and the historical al-Mahdi in N. Africa is one and the same 
person. If so, there can be equally little room for doubt as to 
his really being a descendant of 'Ali. If this is so, then there is 
nothing improbable in the supposition that he really was a 
descendant of Muhammad, b. Isma'ii (because otherwise he 
could have claimed another genealogy for himself). Whether 
this is true, or not, there is an incomparably greater degree of 
probability in this story than in the versions which attribute 
to him descent from Ibn Qaddah, for this at once implies events; 
whose probability is very slight. 



IV. THE EATIMIDS IN PROPHECIES. 


Propiiecies, foretelling different important historical events, 
are often a very valuable source of historical information. They 
do not reflect the opinions or expectations of individuals or 
narrow circles, but voice the di*eams, aspirations, and wishful 
thinking of wide masses. In a Muslim atmosphere they are 
expressed in the form of hadUhs or akhhdr (amongst the ShiTtes) 
because Islamic mentality does not attach any importance to the 
prophesying of private individuals; only the Last and Final 
Prophet, Muhammad, can be recognised as a real prophet. The 
ShiTte aJchbdr are merely a variety of the JiadUks, because in 
theory the Imams were only revealing what hidden esoteric 
knowledge the Prophet himself had revealed to ' Ali, who had left 
it to his posterity. 

But although there is much similarity between general and 
prophetic tradition in origin and evolution, both in the ShiTte 
and Sunnite environments, prophecies have peculiarities of 
their own. The badUh referring to the dogmatic or legal side of 
the Islamic doctrine is usually a part, or element, of a certain 
school, or current in public opinion, created, popularised, de- 
veloped, or rejected by specialists in their struggle for certain 
general tendencies in Islam. Contrary to this, a prophecy, by 
its nature, usually is individual, as concerned with individual 
events. It is merely an effort of the religious mentality of the 
masses to obtain religious sanction for their aspirations, super- 
stitious beliefs, or political sympathies or antipathies. Its 
religious form is the work of more or less skilled specialists 
theologians, but the contents rarely come from theological 
circles. If in other liadlths the ‘‘pressure of public opinion” 
plays a considerable part, but is modified by the interference of 
conservative religious tendencies, in prophecies the way is wide 
open for additions and substantial alterations. One example 
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will suffice: it is quite possible 'that public opinion, feeliiig.it 
bard, to .reconcile itself to the fact of the death of the Prophet, 
expected his return ''in due course 'h, or the advent of another 
religious leader of ,a similar standing, even immediately after' 
the sad event,, and expressed these expectations in the form, of 
belief in certahi predictions attributed to the. Prophet Minseift, 
We see .further how the Islamic world becomes gradually' filled 
with expectations of the advent of the expected Messiah at the 
end of the fi.rst century after the death of the Prophet. .Then 
the expectations are shifted to the end of a three iiiindred jew' 
period, later on of a thousand, and so fo.rt.h. Hoiv strong such ' 
beliefs could be, and how great an appeal they could make to,,, 
the religious sentiment of t,he masses, may be seen from the fact 
that similar "cheques’’ have on many and many occasions,, even 
in modern times, been successful^ "cashed.” by enterprising 
people. Here wdshful thinking creates faith, and faith accepts' 
as the fact that what is wished lias been predicted by the som’ce 
of religious knowledge, the Prophet himself. 

The most valuable feature of many prop.hecies is'th'e internal 
evidence which permits their accurate dating. Especially in 
different .sectarian circles they are so crudely adjusted to the ' 
general hadlth style that dating does not present much difficulty, 
and permits the student to steal a glance at the popular mentality 
of the period. But, unfortunately for the historian, the same 
religious sentiment which helps the preservation of such informa- 
tion, also acts in the opposite direction. Such "too accurate” ' 
or "too concrete” predictions awake the rather dormant critical 
sense of theologians; and- they, with full right, indeed, declare 
such "prophecies” spurious, retamiiig in' standard and high ; 
class works only those which are formulated in the vaguest ivay. 
For this reason it is extremely difficult to collect 'such "vivid” 
prophetical tradition. It is scattered in the most different works, 
sectarian or orthodox, in the form of quotations in' controversial 
passages, references to different subjects, and so on, but it seems 
that systematic collections of prophecies are extremely rare; 
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still more rarely are they left free from ruthless “purification”, 
which deprives them of what from the historian's point of view 
would be the most valuable items. 

For this reason special appreciation is due to a most interest- 
ing set of about fifty prophetic traditions concerning the Mahdi 
and the Fatimids, preserved in the fifteenth part of the Sharl^u^l- 
-ahhbdr of Qad! Nu^man {Guide, 68; of. also above, pp. 12 and 61 
sq.). As may be seen from other parts of this work, which is 
one of Ms latest compilations, the aged Qa^ NMman freely 
epitomized in it portions of Ms earlier works. It is therefore 
quite possible that this section is substantially based on Ms 
other compilation, the Ma^ aUmu^l-Mahdl (cf. Guide, 101), which, 
very unfortunately for us, is lost 

As is known, prophecies about the Mahdi (in general) have 
been to some extent studied, chiefly from Sunmte sources, by 
different Orientalists: Snouck Hurgronje (“Der Mahdi”, Reme 
Goloniale Internationale, 1886); E. Blochet (“Le messianisme 
dans Fheterodoxie musulmane”, 1903; “Etudes sur Tesoterisme 
musulman”, 1910); D. S. Margoliouth (“On Mahdis and Mah- 
dism”, Proceedings of the British Academy, vol. VII, pp. 1-21); 
D. B. Macdonald (article “al-Mah(h” in the third voL of the 
Encyclopaedia of Islam, 111-115), etc. The most accessible and 
handiest collection of the SM'ite (Ithna-Mshari) tradition is 
to be found in the famous compendium of SMHte theology, the 
Biiljbdrul-anwdr, by Muhammad Baqir b. Muhammad Taqi 
Majlisi, its , thirteenth volume (completed in 1078/1667 ; lith. 
Isfahan, 1304/1887). 

In order to avoid repetition here of various general points, 
the student is advised to acquaint Mmseff with the short, but 
very valuable article of the late Prof. D. S. Margoliouth, referred 
to above. For the sake of economy of space we may take it 
here as already known to the reader. 

/ ■ 3. As suggested above, on, p. 13, note , -2, perhaps it is really .nothiog 
but the same fifteenth juz\ of : the JSha/rhu'’l’a]ohbdr, treated ■ as a separate 
'work'? ■' 
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VoL XIII of the BiMm'l-anwdr presents a fonnidable 
appearance of 249 folio closely written pages. . For oiii‘ purposes, 
lioweYer, only a small portion can be used, because the. whole 
emphasis of the wo.rk is- not on the traditions regarding the 
Mahdi in general, but on those eonceriiirig the.. It.li.iia-'.ashari 
twelfth Imam, whose historical reality, is, , generally . speaking, 
.wery doubtful. Therefore only certain isolated general prophe- 
■cies. about the signs of the. advent of the Maiidl, nihaeiiious 
proofs of his mission, etc., are of any use for us. It is therefore 
. a '.matter of great importance to note that even, in spite of thib 
there are numerous cases in -which Itlina-'asliari traditions 
closely resemble Ismaili ideas. The most .remarkable point,' 
however, is the preservation of obviously "'Sevener” belie.fs' as 
to the Mahdi being the seventh in his line of descent from * All, — 
^Hbn siUa'\ "'"the descendant (or successor) of six’’ {oi '^sabi'' 
mm-nV\ p, 35).^ 

In his coliection of traditions Qadi Xif'maii ce.rta.inl.y used, 
first of all, the well-known general hmUths, known to all schools, 
of Muslim thought, as also those favoured by the Shrites. But 
despite the restraint and sobermindedness, so evident in his 
works, he has added a number of traditions einaiiating from 
devout Ismaili circles, wk.ich express the ardent expectations 
of those strata, concerning the Fatimids, their adniiiiistrative 
activities, and their high policy tow^ards the Muslim : and non- 
Muslim world. These are especially precious as they offer us a' 
certain degree of reliable guidance on the obscure question of 
the ''revolutionary” activities, so often siveepingiy attributed to 
Ismailism. 

In addition, to a few prophecies referring to the personal 
appearance of the coming. Mahdi, - already dealt mth above^* 
pp. 61-65, the collection may be split into three main groups : 

i MaJlisI is puzzled by the implications of this ibn siUay and explains 
it in the sens© that amongst the eleven ancestors of the (Itiiiia-'ashari) 
Mahdi there shall be six, different names repeated {‘Aii, Hasan, Husayn, 

, Muhammad, Ja'far, and Musa). But this obviously is too artificial to be 
acceptable. 

7B 
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:firstly, traditions concerning tlie descent of the expected Mahdl 
from 'All and • Fatima ; secondly, his expected activities as a 
theocratic ruler, who is, to introduce law and order into the 
world in accordance with the letter and spirit of Islam ; and^ 
lastly, the aspirations of Islam to union under the sceptre of 
such a theocratic ruler. We may sum up each group separately^ 
in literal translations from the hadUhs or ahhbdr belonging to 
each group. It may be noted, however, that very often Qad! 
Nu'man accompanies them with necessary explanations of rare 
words, and other comments. These may be found in the original 
Arabic, to which the students interested in the details may 
refer, but are omitted as far as possible here, for the purpose of 
simplification and avoidance of superfluities. ^ 

1. The Alid descent of the Fatimids. (No. 18). “It is 
related from 'Ali ibn Abi Talib that he once asked the Prophet: 
shall the Mahdi be one of our descendants, or of some one else ? 
The Prophet replied: yes, he shall be a descendant of ours. By 
us the religion shall be brought to completion, just as it was by 
us initiated. By us God shall cause the hearts (of His enemies) 
to be reconciled after their enmity, just as by us He has smoothed 
the hearts of idolaters after their opposition.’* Qadi Nu'man 
adds some comments, explaining that the religion (of Islam) 
will triumph under al-Mahdi and his descendants, so that the 
present order will end, and the Qiydrmt (religious revolution) 
win come under one of his successors. 

(No. 19). “And it is reported from 'All who said that the 
Apostle of God said to him: al-Mahdi shall be our descendant, 
from the ahMl-Bayt, or his family. God shall make him ready 
overnight”. Qadi Nu'man explains that the expression yuslihu- 
-hu, which can be used in different senses, does not mean that the 


^ Every traditioja is here given its consecutive niimber in the origiiiai 
text, under which it is quoted in this chapter. In order to present their 
contents in a more systematic and clear form, they are here arranged 
regardless of their sequence in the original. The translation is literal, but 
invocations of blessings upon different saints, etc., are here omitted. 
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MaMi will be bad, and God- will make liiin good, but that God 
will iiiake him ready to start on his mission. 

(No. 24). ''Ibn, Ghassan, with proper ismid, relates from 
'Abdiiddali b. ‘Abbas, amongst other matters, that the Mahdi 
shall be from the aMu%Bayt. Just as God has einiobled you by 
sending the First one to you, so He shall make the La-st one to 
come after the First 

(No. 34). “In a l^udith related from Qatada who said: I. 
asked' Sa‘id (b. al-Musayjdb) : — ^is the story of the Mahdi truth ? 
Said he: jms. And I asked: from what kind of people shall he 
be ? He said : from Quraysh (and so on, — from Banti Hashim, 
a descendant of ‘Abdul-Mnttaiib, from the son of Fatima) ’b 
Qadi Nifmto adds: “and if he should ask Sa‘Id, fi*om which son 
of Fatima, he would surely have said: from al-Hiisayn, because 
he mentioned this in another JiadUJi, as we shall see. He, Sa‘!d, 
ivas not a man who related matters other than what he realy 
heard (from the Prophet) ’b 

(No. 35). Another ^>adUh, related from the same Sa‘id, who 
heard it from Umm Salma: “I heard the Apostle of God saying: 
the Mahdi shall be a descendant of mine, through, m,y daughter 
Fatima ’b 

(No. 38), “It is reported fi:om Ja‘fa»r as-Sadiq ivho, 
throiigli his ancestors, heard that ai-'Husayn was asked' once 
about the Mahdi. He said: he shall be a descendant of mine”. 

(No. 43). “x4bud-H'arr ^ b. Furwa relates from the Prophet 
who said.: the Islamic community shall not disappear before it 
possesses twelve lieutenants (of mine), all of them my descen- 
dants, each acting according to the Truth and the relgion of the 
Bight Path. Amongst them there shall be one who shall rule 
for forty years, and another for thirty years 


1 , -Qadi Nn^man, in , true Arab style, always , calls all , the ,Imam,s, by: 
theii* full namesj.and Imam Ja‘far always appears ,lie 2 *e as; Ab§ Abdi’l-lali 
Ja*far b. Muhammad. , Further on this abbreviation' is introdueed to save 
space. 

2 In some MSS he is called Abu 'J^ud, as further on. In some other 
copies both forms appear together, ef. no. 45 on the next page. 
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(No. 42). is related from ‘ Ali b. al-Husayn (i.e. Zaynul- 
-‘'aMdin.), who said: there shall come from amongst us the Qa'im 
(i.e. the Mahdi). And after him there shall be twelve other 
Mahchs'’ (i.e. the Imams from his progeny)”. 

Expressions in brackets obviously belong to Qadi Nii'man. 
The preceding JiadUh is obviously intended to sanctify the posi- 
tion of al-Qa’im, who was the twelfth in the line, but No. 42 
obviously , is a later development of the same idea, produced 
after the death of al-Qa^im. 

(No. 45). “From what is related by ad-Da‘shi, whose story 
comes from Abu 1- Harr (or Abill-Jarud ?) 2, who said: the Mahdi 
and seven (of his descendants) who will succeed him, will ail be 
righteous (sdlih), so much so that none like them was ever 
heard of”. 

(No. 48). “Said Safwan al-Jammal: I asked once Ja‘far 
as-Sadiq, while being in his presence: o, son of the Apostle of 
God 1 Shall there come amongst you (i.e. the Imams) one who 
shall shed much blood ? — He (JaTar) sat a while with his head 
bent down. Then he said: o, Thabit (<sm), from amongst us 
shall come those who shall shed blood, and those who shall 
kindle fire, the righteous and the wise, the leaders to salvation 
(Mdi) and the Mahdi (i.e. Divinely guided), the rightful Guide 
(muhtadi), and the one by whom people shall be led. From 
amongst us shall be the one over whose head the sun shall come 
down, and then rise from the place where it sets. We are the 
Divine family,— from us comes the Lion of God. We are 
Divinely appointed guardians, — o Thabit, — not the guardians 
of gold or silver, but of His secret wisdom. We are Divine 
Pillars, the treasury of God. His Prophet is our grand-father, 


1 In all these prophecies the term qd%m has none of the implications 
which it has acquired in later Ismaili literature, where it means the initiator 
of a new era in religion, the Qa*im of the Qiydmat. Here obviously the 
sentence gfdm ga’im wm-na means simply: when one of our progeny 
(«wcceas/M%) rises in a revolt (against the present order, to uphold the 
purity of religion). 

3 Of. above, note 2 on p. 100. 
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and 'All is our father. Fatima is our mother, and Khadija hint 
Klimi^'aylid is our gi*and-mother. Ja'far at-Ta^^yar, who is in 
Paradise is our uncle; Hamza, the lord of the martjTs, is the 
unde of our father. Who has such noble origin and descent as 
we have ? 2 God has entrusted us with His Mystery, His inspira- 
tion, and His knowiedge. He made us speakers of His msdom ^ , 

(No. 30). “It is related from Ibn. Ghassaii, who related 
from 'All ibn Ab! Talib, who said: two men shall come from 
amongst us, one descending from the other. One shall be called 
al-Mahdi, and the other al-Murdi (i.e. pleasing) QadI Mu'maii 
adds:, “al-Mahdi had already come, and al-Murdi shall come 
from his progeny, because 'Ali said that he, ai-Murdi, shall be a 
descendant of liis (i.e. al-Mahdi’s)”. 

(No. 28). “I (i.e. Qadi Nu'maii himseif) heard Imam al- 
-Mii'izz li-dmil-iah (341-360/953-970 ) narrating concerning 
al-M"ahdi. He said: once a certain important ,niaii asked .him: 
art thou (really) the expected Mahdf, under whose aiithorit}?- 
■God shall gather His slaves, making h,im the king of tlie whole 
earth, and shall the religion of the world become one under thee 
— He (al-Mahdi) replied .to him: the mission of the Mahd! 
is enormous. I have a considerable share in it, and those who 
are coming after me shall also share it. (And al-Mu‘izz added) : 
if it should be the lot of one person only, how could anything 
from it come to me ? 

Then ai-Mu‘izz continued: al-Mahdi was the key which 
opened the lock of the Divine bounty, mercy, blessing, and 

1 This obviously refers to the well-known tradition about the Prophet 
naming certain people as those to whom Paradise is promised. This 
JaTar was one of them, 

2 Tiiis is neither undignified boastfulness, nor self-ad\’ertlsemeiit, but 
simply a literary device of the original compiler: imitation of “pre- 
Islamie"’ poems of contest between warriors. 

3 As the student may easily notice, the a, khbdr related from ‘All 
himseif and Imam JaTar are usually lengthy, elaborate, with obvious pre- 
tence to high literary style, occasional “Bedoiimization” and introduction 
of all sorts expressions and similes concerned with camels, etc., such as are 
quite rare in otlier haMths and akhbdr. Their tmiformity of style suggests 
their common origin from a well-known eaily collection, it would be 
extremely interesting to identify it. . 
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happiness. By Mm God has opened all these to His slaves. And 
this shall continue after him in his successors, until the promise 
of God which He made to them in His bounty, might and 
power, will be fiilfiled.’’ 

(No. , 5). Hamza b. Hamran related from Ja‘far as-SMiq : 
I mentioned before him the successive Imams after the Apostle 
of God, one after another,' ultimately coming to himself. I 
testified that God has made it obligatory to obey them. And 
when I pronounced his name, he made me a sign with his hand 
to be silent; and I became silent. Then he said to me: the 
Imams, after God has taken His Prophet, were no others than 
thou hast named one after the other. Then he added: and if 
I relate to you a prophecy (of the Prophet,— . 
about a certain Imam from amongst .us,, concerning something 
that should have happened, and it in fact had not happened, 
it means that this shall take place under (one of) his successors 

We may add, that, as is well known, the term maMl does 
not appear in the Coran. Prophecies concerning the Mahd! 
are not found in the earliest collections of the IpadUhs] Bukhari 
does not mention any The doctrine grows gradually, and 
apparently becomes widespread not earlier than about a hundred 
years after the time of the Prophet. It appears to be consi- 
derably influenced by non-Islamic messianistic ideas, such as 
Cliristian, Zoroastrian, and Jewish. The most important 
development, as can be seen above, was the effort of Ismail! 
cii'cles to amalgamate this doctrine with the doctrine of the 
Imamat, and to make the mission of the promised Mahdi not 
individual and personal, but a family affair, — a task carried on 
by several succeeding generations. 

There is no doubt therefore that aU these prophecies date 
from' the' end of the second/eighth c. at- the earliest; and those 
regarding the continuation of the Mahdi’s mission by his suc- 


1 Cf. Margoliouth, op. cit., pp. 8-9; Macdonald, Enc, of Islam, III, 
112-113. 
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cessors are probably not earlier tlian tbe ' first iialf of the 
foiirth/teath c. 

2. The Mission of the Mahdl and the Fatimids. Exactly 
oae-tliird of the prophecies collected by Qadi .Niihnan refer to 
the expectations connected with the advent of the Mahdl, . either 
as an individnal ruler, or as a dynasty of Fatiinid descent, as 
shown above. We may consider first those which refer to the 
general conditions, the ‘'new order”, to be introduced in Mam. 
In the religions atmosphere of the time, the panacea for ai .ills 
and evils was necessarily strict enforcement of the letter and 
spirit of religions law: this is to be the means of filling the earth 
with jnstice even as it has been filled with injnstice and oppres- 
sion, and thns performing the primary and the nitimate purpose 
of the theocratic rule of the true snccessors of the Prophet, 
sprung from his holy progeny. Thus ahnost vdthout exception 
these prophecies hinge on the di‘eam of the ‘‘restoration of 
piety”, and the unification of the religion of the world: humanity 
is to become one flock under one shepherd. This is rather a 
striking contrast to the usual idea of the “revolutionary” aspira- 
tions of Ismailism, and the silly tales of the maiicioiis scheming 
of the devilish son of al-Qaddah to uproot Islam , and supersede 
it with the “religion of the Magians”. 

(No. 1). ikpparently an ancient tradition, cf. Bihar, p. 152 : 
“Said Abu Basir: I heard Abu ‘Abdil-lah Ja‘far b. Muhammad 
(Le. Imam Ja'far) saying: Islam started as a stranger, and shall 
again become a stranger that it was at the start, preached to 
strangers”. ^ 

Qadi Nifman adds: “this is. a well-known Imdlth related 
from the Prophet by many Shi'ite and Sunnite authors. In 
other versions it is explained by Imam Ja'far to Abu Bash at 
his request; “A Preacher (ad-dd% rndn-nd) from amongst our 
descendants shall start a new preaching, Just as the Prophet 

, .1 Tlie expression gkanb, which, is here used,, impiies a considerable 

degree of poverty. Gfiarih is not so much an ^‘outsider ”, as a poor, stranded 
man, without relatives to help him. 
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started Ms''. , Al-MaMi really launched a new campaign of 
preaching when religious practice had become perverted, sinful 
innovations had been introduced, leaders of impiety had usurped 
authority, and even the mention of the true leaders had been 
discontinued, — those, the obedience to whom God made obliga- 
tory upon His slaves", etc. 

(No. 2). “It is related about ‘Ali that he once preached in 
the mosque of Kufa calling men to exert themselves for reMgion, 
and warning them against cowardice, and what it brings in its 
train. And when he completed his sermon, a man stepped out, 
and said: o, Commander of the faithful! What can affect us 
wMle thou art with us, the brother of the Apostle of God, Ms 
cousin, and son-in-law; while the banner and the standard of the 
Apostle of God is with us ; while two grand-sons of the Prophet, 
al- Hasan and ai-Husayn are with us, the lords of the youths, and 
those to whom Paradise belongs ? Even if all Jum and all men 
rise against us, they cannot overpower us ! 

To this ' Ali replied: how can tMs be achieved until suffering 
becomes acute, until the progeny of the Prophet are humiliated 
and abused, and the millstone of calamity crushes you, until 
there shall remain in this world none but the helper to adversa- 
ries, or one who does not dare to oppose them? And when 
matters come to tMs state, then God shall send the best man in 
His community (or: amongst our progeny), who shall slay the 
tyrants in one battle after the other, until God shall be propi- 
tiated, and the people should say, the QuraysMtes and (other) 
Arabs : by God, if only tMs man could be a descendant of Muham- 
mad the Prophet, verily he should pity us F — And they shall 
regard as a great blessing if they could see me (again, even) for a 
while on the day, from which there is no escape for them. — And 
the man asked again: and when God shall be propitiated ? — ' Ali 
replied: God shall put mercy in his (this warrior’s) heart, and he 

^ ILufa, the mosque in Kufa, and its play a considerable part 

in mystic a&Mdf of the Shfites. 

2 Cf. p. 30, — the same prophecy. 
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:sliaii lift Ms sword from them.^ — The man asked: and when 
slial! tMs happen ? — ^ Ali replied: when God shall desire this/’ 

In Ms comments Qadi Nu^man says that this . promised 
i¥ar:rior was al-Mahdi who lias slain the enemies of God, .those 
whom his hand reached, and his successors shall slay their 
successors who still remain alive, until God shall put iiie,rcy into 
their heart, and they shall lift their swo,rds from, them. This 
was revealed by 'x4Ii,, and he never said any such things unless 
they had been revealed to him by the Prophet of God. TMs is 
-one of the proofs of the mission of al-Mahdi. 

(No. 3).. "‘It is related from Imam Jafar that,, he said: 
when the Qa’im ^ from our family arises, he shall not make men 
to be pious except with- his sword; and in tMs he shall follow 
the example (mrai) of ‘Ali b. Abi Talib”. 

This tradition is apparentty taken from a context dealing 
'wit.li some qiiestio,ns of divorce. In his lengthy 'co,m,ments 
Qadi Nuinan explains that this refers to the fact that al-,Mahd! 
'Compelled men to follow* the practice of the kddqu'l-' iddat wa's- 
-stmnat, instead of the taldqii%bld'aty — obviously the Shiite, ob- 
servances connected with divorce instead of some later si-in,pli,- 
fied proceedings. He takes it as simpty an exam,pie of the restora- 
tion of correct religious practice in general And in doing 
tMs, al-Mahdi and his successors, and continuators of Ms work, 
followed the policy of ' Aii himself. 

■ . (Ho. 15). "'Prom "AbduT-lah- b., Mas'td, wiio heard the 
Prophet saying: you, people of this community, shall belong to 
foui* different parties: the first, standing for the truth,— evil 
shall never affect it. 

Some one interfered, asking: and shall they never be 
attacked? 

The Prophet replied: yes, and they shall ,never be shattered 
,,by any great shock.* — And he continued: and the second party, 
siding with wi’ong, shah always' err in ever 3 d}hiBg. 


I Of. note 1 on p. 101. 
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Some one interfered, asking: but shall they offer prayers ? 

The Prophet replied: yes. And their prayer shall, be a 
testimony against them. — And he continued: the third, party 
shall pursue the truth, but fall into error, violating prescriptions 
of the religion, as a strayed arrow shot from a bow; and they 
shall, never return to the truth as the arrow never returns by 
itself backwards. And the fourth party shall always reason 
whether this or that is correct, but shaU abide by what God 
wished them to abide by. Then Islam shall be near to the re- 
turning to the door from which it has entered the world. 

Some one asked: to which, o, Slave of the Merciful? — The 
Prophet replied: to the descendants of "Abdul-Muttalib”. 

In Ms commentary, after pMlological explanations, Qadi 
Nudiian identifies the erring party with the Kharijites, the 
truthful one with the Shidtes, those against wMom their prayer 
♦shall be a testimony with the Omayyads and Abbasids, and so 
on. The advent of al-Mahdi brought Islam to the door from 
which it came into existence. 

(No. 17). “And ‘Into b. Ibrahim relates from Imam JaTar, 
who said: if I would possess even a little of (secular) authority, I 
would pull down aU the buildings between the hills of as-Safa 
and al-Marwa (in Mekka). Such a thing can only be done by a 
.Hashimite’’.^ 

Qadi Nu‘man explains that this refers to the sacred open 
space, intended for the hajj ceremonies, associated with the 
memory of Adam. Private houses encroached on it at later 
periods. As the Qadi says, such clearing of the sacred space 
had not been done by his time, but shall be done soon by one of 
the true Imams. 


1 A somewhat similar hadlth is included in the p. 188 : *‘said. 

Imam JaTar: when our Qa’im shall rise, he shall pull down to the founda- 
tion the Mekka mosque, and return it to the place on which it originally 
stood. He shall cut the hands of Banu Shayba, attaching these to the 
door of Ka‘ba, under a poster: these are the thieves of Ka‘ba”, 
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(Ho, 20). '‘'Abdiil-lali b. Mas'M relates from the Prophet 
who said: the world shall not end until it shall be ruled by a 
descendant of mine, by the la^vv revealed by God’h 

(No. 21). ‘h4nd ^Abdu’r-Eazzaq, from iibfi Sa'id al-fladhari 
relates that the Prophet mentioned a great caiamity which shall 
affect this cominuiiity (Islam), so much that no one shall be able 
to ffnd a refuge to hide himself from oppression. Then God 
shall send a man from amongst his (the Prophet’s) descendants, 
who shall fill the earth with equity and justice even as it has been 
fiUed with injustice and oppression. Inhabitants of the heavon 
and of the earth shall be pleased with him: the heaven shall, not 
retain even a single drop of rain unshed, and the earth shall not 
retain any plant ungrown, so that both the living and the dead 
shall be happy 

Qadi Nifman explains the expression 'itrat, progeny of the 
Prophet, and sa^^s that by it alAIahdi is meant. 

(No. 25). “Ibn Salam relates, through a correct ismd 
from ‘Ali ibn Abi Taiib, who said: there are three kinds of 
calamities: the calamity of excessive opulence, of excessive 
scarcity, and that by w^hich men are purified as gokl is extracted 
from the ore. This shall not cease until there comes a man from 
our family, progeny of the Prophet, and God shall make their 
task a success”. 

QUdi Nu^man explains that ‘‘opulence” here means too 
much authority given to those who used it for the oppression of 
the progeny of the Prophet. Calamity of scarcity?’ means in- 
ability to resist this on the part of the faithful; and the “testing 
of gold” refers to the circumstances of the advent of al-Mahdi 
when the pious received their reward after enduring hardships. 

(No. 26). “Ahmad b. ‘Umar, through Ms isndd, relates 
from ‘All b. Abi Taiib, who said to some of his followers when 
they complained on the oppression of the impious: o ye people 
of our following ! Pray with them, participating .in Friday 


i Cf. BiMr^ p. 188. 
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prayers j and do your duty as prescribed by them. Because once 
discrimination arises, then., comes war. We, members, of the 
family of the Prophet, are in charge of one of the gates of Para- 
dise. Who follows it (the Prophet’s family) shall succeed, and 
who opposes it shall be destroyed; whosoever adheres to it, 
adheres to the truth. Is it not true that Islam was introduced 
by us, and shall be completed by us ? Even if the world shall 
be at its last day, God, nevertheless, shall appoint to it a man 
from amongst ourselves who shall fiU it with justice even as. much 
as it has been filled with oppression”. 

Qadi ISTutman adds that the expression ‘‘a gate of Paradise 
is with us” means that the true Imam belongs to the family 
of the Prophet. 

(No. 27). ''And 'Abdu’l-lah b. Habla, through his isndd, 
relates from 'All that he said: verily, Islam shall disappear from 
amongst people just as a frightened camel bolts from the herd ; 
and God shall not return it back except through a descendant of 
ours”. 

(No. 31). "And it is related from 'Ali: I see your religion 
as if it were an obstinate (mufawalU) camel which wags its tail, 
and does not |3ermit itself to be caught. This shall be so until God 
shall return it to you by the hand of a descendant of ours”. 

The "Bedouinization” of these two traditions obviously 
points to a late origin, when, such camel terms, and other details 
of the Bedouin life, came into fashion, — probably well into the 
third/ninth c. 

(No. 32). "And 'AH also said: with regard to the dawn of 
universal love, it shall breathe in any case; even if the world 
shall have to come to an end the next day, God shall prolong the 
single remaining day of its existence in order that a man shall 
rule it, . from^ our descendants. When you see. this' day, you shall 
see that; no one shall , shoot an arrow or stone at anybody, nor 
shal any one , strike others with his spear. Then ■ offer thanks 
to God ! Be patient till its arrival if you are suffering,— reward 
belongs to those , who fear God.” y ■ 
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(Ho. 36). '‘Zadaii relates from Salman al-Parsi, wlio said: 
a Qa’im slial inevitably rise from amongst the descendants of 
Fatima. He shall rise from the Maghrib, smashing the power of 
the heretics and slaying the tyrants”. 

(Mo. 37). Habib b. Abi Thabit relates from Ibii Idris, who^ 
said : I was sitting once in a gallery of a mosque, while^ ai-Musayyib 
was present. He said: I heard 'All saying: did not I tell you 
about the members of my family? Is 'Abdullah b. Ja'far 
their (i.e. enemies’) associate? And al- Hasan b. 'AH, who is 
fond of feasting and eating, shall he, even being surrounded by 
a crowd of gluttons, neglect you in the battle if trapped as birds ? 
Or sliaU not Ibn 'Abbas recite (the Coran) for you.?,' A,nd I 
myself and al-Hiisayn belong to you, and you belong to us. 

Verily everybody takes as the proof of your wickedness 
your disobedience to your Imam who is the true one, and com- 
pares it with their (the supporters of the Oma 3 ryads and Abba- 
sids) obedience to their caliphs, who are the false ones; the dis- 
order in your country, as compared with the order in theirs. 
Their authority over you shall last so long that there shall remain 
only their helpers and those who shall not oppose them. You 
shall be able to endure this only by adopting the tactics of the 
slave who obeys his master in his presence, and abuses him in his 
absence. Every one shall cry out, one over Ms reiigion, the 
other over Ms lost property. Ail that God has proMbited they 
shall make permitted, and their oppression shall enter every 
house or tent. You should offer sincere thanlis if God shall 
forgive you then; but if you suffer, you should be patient, because 
the reward belongs to those who fear God ! ” (and so on, as in 
No. 32 and 1). 

(No, 41). "From what Yahya b. Salam used to relate from 
' Abdu’l-lah b. 'Umar, who said: be gladdened, the days of tyrants 
shall end soon. And after them shall come a "bonesetter”, 
whom God Himself has appointed to set right the community 
of Muhammad, — he is the Mahdi. ; After him shaE come the 
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Mansur (Divinely helped), and after him a number of the righteous 
Imams'h 

Comments: this ‘Abdul-Iah b. 'Umar could only have said 
this if he heard the Prophet himself, or heard from others whO’ 
heard him,— such foreknowledge could only be revealed by 
God. Already al-Mahdi and al-Mansur came, and other righteous 
Imams shall come in due course. 

• In reading through aU these traditions and prophecies, 
quoted above, it is easily seen that they express strong disap- 
pointment at and resentment over the general conditions in the 
wnrld, and expect these to grow gradually still worse. This 
state of things can only be repaired by the theocratic form of 
government, and only a direct descendant of the Prophet can 
be eligible as a candidate to the high office of the head of Islam. 
Only he, continuing the line of the one who introduced Islam, 
can benefit the world by enforcing the Divine law, and himself 
observing it. 

Qadi Nu‘man obviously selected only those traditions which 
were completely acceptable to the strict Ismaili. Yet we can 
easily see that, except for a few, obviously very late traditions, 
specially concerning the Fatimids, all these traditions can be 
easily classed as generally-Shi'ite. Moreover, similar longing and 
impatient expectations regarding the Deliverer, were widespread 
all over the Sunnite world: the beliefs concerning the Mahdi 
soon became universal, and were variously developed by the 
addition of different Sufyanis, Shamis, Khurasanis, Yamarus, 
etc., depending on provincial ambitions. Taken in a strict 
sense, all such dreams were anti-dynastic, because they implied 
discontent with the Abbasid rule, and a wish for revolution (to 
use a modern term). It is also obvious that Ismailism, sharing 
such popular beliefs and dreams, presented no exception, and 
was not even more deeply tinged in this respect than other 
branches of SM'ism. ; ; Therefore there is not the slightest founda- 
tion for regarding Ismailism in this respect as a specially' '^re* 
, ' volutionaryw movement. : y , 
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As can be seen above, there is not the slightest trace of any 
'‘class war or even ciass-conscionsness, not the slightest alinsion 
to any of those '' communistic ideals, which, are from time, 
to time ''discovered’^ by students who supplement the scarcity 
of materials at their 'disposal with the richness of their imagina- 
tion. If we have to translate the alleged "dangerous revolu- 
tionary doctrine of Ismaiiism” into modern terms, it .would be. 
only a peculiar religious form of eonstitutionaHsm : equity of all' 
before the law in a theocratic state in wMch the necessary con- 
stitutional guarantees are found in the family tradition of the 
hereditary king, who, being the lineal descendant of the Apostle 
of God, sent by Him to reveal His religion, is Divinely protected 
against corruption, and abuse of Ms powers. If such vei^y modest 
demands appeared as a "dangerous revolutionary movement” 
to the Abbasids, we can only imagine what were the real condi- 
tions under their rule. 

No doubt, there is much exaggeration on both sides: neither 
was the IsmaM movement so outrageously "revolutionary”, 
nor were the general conditions of life under the Abbasids so 
terribly bad as reflected in these prophecies. Most probably 
they were such as they ■ were believed to be only in certain 
individual localities, at certain particular periods. But, as Is 
well-knovm, popular psychology is never "critical” or "scien- 
tific”: it goes from a few isolated strflring cases, wMch captivate 
its imagination, to sweeping generalisations ; and its marked 
feature is its pronounced pessimism : Hell, Eternal Punishment, 
tortures after death, the impatient expectations of the. Last 
Day, with all the horrors' which are expected to accompany 
it, etc., occupy the popular mind beyond aU comparison more 
than the matters referring to Paradise and its promised bM.ss, 
It is one of the main functions of the official clergy in every, 
religion to restore the balance by emphasising its official optimism 
foiihiied on the promises of the Divine mercy, forgiveness, inter- 
cession of Jesus, Muhammad, saints, etc. 
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It is also remarkable that all such dreams and expectations 
are concerned only with earthly matters, or, rather, one such 
matter only, — the enforcement of law and order. They never 
refer to such eschatological matters as salvation of the soul, 
atonement, delivery from sin. Popular psychology appears 
in them in quite a sober and secular strain. In Shi^itic inter- 
pretation, in which the promised Mahdi has gradually become, 
as we can see from these prophecies, nothing but the founder 
of the Alid d}masty which is to supersede all non- AM dynasties 
in the Muslim world, his advent is by no means treated as the 
End of the World, Ds^y of Judgment, and Besurrection. It is 
nothing but the longed for revolution, — purely dynastic, but 
neither social, nor religious. Its aim is to enforce Islam in its 
pure form, and in no way to upset or to abolish it. 

3. Special Political Aims and Mystic Mission of the Alids. 
The prophecies mentioned above are all concerned with the 
general aims of the expected Alid, and particularly the Fatimid, 
rulers. But there are many prophecies which touch on popular 
dreams of wider interest relating to political affaii*s, or to military 
plans based on religious sentiment, or to various acts comiected 
with ancient superstitious beliefs. This group of prophecies 
presents very great interest on account of certain historical 
references imbedded in them, which offer material for determining 
their date and the milieu in which they arose. 

(No. 29). '"Ibn Ghassto (through his isnad) relates from 
"Ali, who said: guard your faith from these three: the man to 
whom God has revealed His Coran, but who, nevertheless, tries 
to make his own Islam, different from that revealed by God; 
him who neglects it, throws it away; and the man who shall draw 
his sword against his neighbour, accusing him (falsely) of im- 
piety. Some people asked him: o. Commander of the faithful 1 
And who is the worst amongst these ? He replied : the one who 
accuses others (falsely) of impiety. Or the one who treats 
with contempt the regarding these as tissues of lies, the 
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one who always tries to supersede a lengthy hadUh with a still 
longer one, thus advertising his own erudition. 

Or the ordinary man, whom, by a chance, God has given 
authority, and he claims that every one who obeys. Mm, obeys 
God, and who disobeys him, disobeys the Deity. This is a lie: 
no .mortal can claim obedience to Mmself when it constitutes 
disobedience to God. Otherwise the millstone of authority 
would keep on grinding even when it has gone wrong. Con- 
trary to this, mercy should constitute the basic force of author- 
ity. Only God can relieve it from this condition. 

Is it not that the best of my descendants, and the prominent 
members of my family are the wisest men since their youth, and 
the most learned men in their ripe age ? By us God breaks the 
difficult times, by us destroys falsehood; we are the family (of 
the Prophet), our wisdom comes from the wisdom of God ; we 
listen to the Speech of Absolute Truth (qawlu’s-sidq). If you 
follow in our footsteps, you shall be guided by our foresight, and 
if you stray from us, you shall perish at our hands, or as God 
may command. 

And woe to the children of the house of the Prophet from 
the one who shall pose as Ms lieutenant, though he was not 
properly appointed as such: he shall slay my sons, and the sons 
of their sons. But, by God, even if the world would have to 
last but a single day, God shall prolong it until comes a man 
called the Mahdi, who shall fill the earth with equity and justice 
even as it has been filled with injustice and oppression”. 

(No. 40). """As it is related, in some one’s book, from the 

Prophet, he said: I see the Oma,jjs>ds on the minhars of the 
earth, ruling over you. And you shall find them vile men. 
Then wait for the errors committed by the fools amongst them. 
And when these (errors) shall multiply, they shall receive their 
punishment. They shall be unable to repair even a* single 
breach ere God shall cause them another, greater one. Then 
shall come. our Mahdi”. 
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(No. , 33). "‘Mihnaf b. ‘ Abdil-lah. relates (tbrougb Ms 
from the Prophet, who said: the Mahdi shall be from the 
descendants of Fatima, the queen of aU the women in the world 
Whether it shall be long, or soon, yet he shall come, to Ml the 
earth with equity and justice even as it has been filled with 
injustice and oppression. Life shall become better under his 
rule. Curses shall be invoked upon the Omayyads and their 
supporters, and the prayers of God upon Muhammad, and 
blessings upon 'All and his followers. On that day all mankind 
shall become true believers ” . 

Qadi Nu'man explains that this should be understood in 
the sense that such events are to take place under one of the 
successors of al-Mahdl, repeating his theory that in such pro- 
phecies the expression "al-Mahdi’’ refers to the whole dynasty. 

(No. 41). "Yahya b. Muhammad b. Salam relates from 
'Abdul-lah b. Mas'ud, who said: once the Apostle of God said 
to me: come along with me. We went with him, and came to a 
house wMch was full of HasMmites. The Apostle of God said 
to them : whoever is here present who is not a HasMmite, he 
should go out.— And the outsiders went away, leaving there 
only the HasMmites, especially those who belonged to the fami- 
lies of ' Abdul-Muttalib and al-' Abbas. Then the Prophet said; 
O, 'AJi 1 Jibri’il informed me that thou shalt be slain after my 
death. I tried to implore God to withdraw tMs decision, but He 
refused to do this. It is as if I appoint you (Hashimites) to be 
dependents of the Omayyads, who should keep you in poverty, 
and force upon you difficulties. Thereafter shall come the power 
of the Abbasids, who will act as tyrants. Woe to my descen- 
dants, to the members of my family ! And woe to the Omayyads 
also,— they shall suffer at the hands of the Abbasids. Some 
of them shall flee, and stay in the remote West, acting impiously 
there, for a time. ' And then shall come out a man from amongst 
my descendants who shall avenge ail that my descendants had 
suffered, and who shall fill the earth with justice (etc.). God 
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shall quencii his thirst with a downpour from the cioiids (of 
Divine Mercy). 

Some of the descendants of al-‘ Abbas asked the Prophet : 
shall this happen while we are still living ?— The Prophet 
looked upon them with hatred, and said: by the One in Whose 
hands is my life, the descendants of Persians or Romans are not 
so alien from me and my family as the Abbasids’h 

(No. 47). '‘Ad-Da‘shi relates from 'Abdn’l-Iah b. Mas'td, 
who said: once the Prophet was sitting mth his companions, 
when a Qurayshite youth passed by. The face of the Prophet 
expressed a strong emotion. Some of those present asked him 
what had displeased him ? And he said: verily, God has given 
to the members of my family bliss after death in preference to 
the comfort in this world. After my death they shall suffer in 
exile, from calamities and fear, until some shall come out from 
here ( — he pointed here to^wards the East — ), carrying with 
them black banners, demanding their right wliich shall be 
refused to them. Thereafter it shall be returned to a descendant 
of mine, who shall fill it (the earth) wdth justice’'. 

(No. 46). ‘'Ad-Da‘shi relates that the Prophet said: after 
my death a Hashimite shall come out, to whom the faithful shall 
swear allegiance (in the sanctuary of Mekka) ^ between the 
•‘corner” (i.e. the corner of the Ka‘ba containing the sacred 
Black Stone) and the Maqdm (i.e. Maqdm IhrdMm) Pour 
thousand (of his followers?) shall defeat the ruler of Syria, 
while he (the Hashimite ?) shall disappear from them in the desert. 
Then he shall rejoin them, and the one who had deprived them 
of their booty shah (himself) be deprived. After this he shall 
reign for seven years”. 

This apparently refers to historical events, but is too obscure 
to permit of their identification. Qadi Nhman himself did 

3- As is known, special significance and importance was always 
attacked by tbe Shi'ites to the claims for Imamat presented in Mekka, as 
the religions centre of the world of Islam. 

2 This swearing the oath of allegiance ‘'between the corner and the 
Maqam” is fqund in other traditions, cf. jBiMf, pp. 179, 202. 
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not know what was implied. He only adds that this has not 
happened so far, but is certainly going to happen. 

The general tendency of these prophecies is quite clear: 
the Fatimids were to be the successors of the Omayyads and 
Abbasids. Apparently these aspirations were raised by the 
successful turn which the affairs of the Fatimids took towards 
the middle of the fourth/tenth c. 

(FTo, 4). “ What had already been fulfilled, is related by 

Salman al-Farsi who recollected it in connection with the 
Prophet, who said, referring to the Mahdi : he shall slay tyrants, 
exterminate heretics (zanddiqa), never accepting their repen- 
tance, or levying on them the jizya tax 2 . He shall not leave 
on the earth even a single man who would profess any other 
religion than Islam: all such he shall slay. He shall destroy 
the Turks and Khazars, the Daylamites and Abyssinians. Then 
the kings of Byzantium, wearing steel armour, shall be subdued 


1 As is known, Salman Farsi, together with Jabir b. ‘Abdi’l-iah al- 

-Ansari, Jabir al-Ju‘fi, and some other early Shiite saints, were specially 
chosen by different mystic circles as reliable authorities for their akhhdr 
and hadlths. In such traditions Salman usually appears only in connection 
with the most important questions, and relates directly from the Prophet. 
‘All b. Abi Tahb usually speaks on his own behalf, and after him, as the 
source of mystic prophecies and revelations comes Muhammad al-Baqir, 
with his entourage of Jabir b. *Abdil-lah al-An§ari, Jabir ai-Ju‘fi, etc. It 
seems that all these are productions of the end of the third/ninth, or, 
better, fourth/tenth c., as may be seen from the names of peoples and 
countries referred to in such prophecies. Apparently no collection of 
such traditions, specially devoted to this kind of ahhhdr, is known, and 
different anecdotes are scattered in esoteric works. Nasku’d-din in 

his BawdatuH’tasUm (cf. Guide, 642), apparently from the same sources 
(this time attributed to ‘Abdu’l-lah b. ‘Abbas), quotes a similar prophecy, 
only adjusted to the political situation of his time (seventh/thirteenth c.); 
‘All shall raise his minbar in Cairo, capture Damascus, then go to Daylam, 
conquer Mazandaran, Gilan and Muqan, and then make war on India, 
China, Asia Minor, etc. (cf. W. Ivanow, “An Ismailitic Work by Nasku’d- 
-din Tusi”, JRAS, 1931, pp. 560-561). It may be added that the 
Ghdyatu^l-mawdUd, referred to above, contains the same account of the 
mystic vision of Jabir, concerning the unity of the substance of the Imamat 
in different persons of successive generations, so vividly narrated in the 
beginning of the UmmuH^kitab. The extract from the 117-th of 

Sayyid-na Hatim, given further on, also belongs to the same class. As to 
the mystic status of Salman, see L. Massignon’s “ Salman Pak et les pr^mices 
spirituelles de ITsiam Iranian”, Tours, 1934. 

2 Jizya is the poll-tax, paid by the dhimmls, i.e. non-Muslim subjects 
of a Muslim state, belonging to the communities classed as the 
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to Mm; and he shall not leave a single Jew or Christian who shall 
not be made a dhimml He shall cause all the people to join 
the religion of Abraham and Muhammad"’. 

(No. 7). ‘^‘Zadan related from Salman al-Farsi, from what 
he knew from the Prophet, who said : there shall in any case rise 
a descendant of Fatima, from the Maghrib. He shall slay 
heretics {zanddiqa), and conquer the Turks and Khazars, the 
Daylamites and Abyssinians. And then he shall have success 
against the kings of Byzantium, armoured in steel plates. And 
there shall be no other banner (in the world) except for the 
banner of the (true) faith”. 

This prophecy, attributed to the Prophet who confided it 
to Salman al-Farsi, permits of correct dating, — the middle of 
the fourth/tenth c. It names all the powerful rivals of the 
Fatimids : the Turks who began their move from Central Asia ; 
the Khazars, a Turkish people who for a short time only in the 
tenth c. A.B. formed a strong kingdom on the Northern shores 
of the Black Sea; the Daylamites, i.e. Buyides, who first made 
their appearance in 320/932, and then rapidly encroached upon 
the Eastern provinces of the Abbasid caHphate; Abyssinia, of 
no importance to any part of the world, except Egypt and the 
Yaman, with which the Fatimids had close ties; and lastly the 
steel armoured” kings of Byzantium, as a general term for 
Europe. Thus tMs tradition, in both its versions, is an excellent 
specimen of the expectations which the rising Fatimid dynasty 
evoked in their subjects. 

(No. 6). '''And like this is related by ahHasan b. Mahbub, 
from Imam Ja'far, who said: when a descendant of ours shall 
rise (as the Imam or caliph), he shall offer every anti-SM'ite to 
adopt the SM'ite persuasion. If -they sincerely adopt it, they 
shall live; otherwise they either shall be executed, or reduced to 
the state of the yis^/a-paying subjects, like the dhimmls of to-day. 


^ Dhimma is the aMu^ l~kitdb commimityf paying the jizy a poll-tax, 
mentioned above, note 2 on the preceding page. 
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Despite of their tears, he shall expel them from the cities to the 
rural localities”. ' • 

This, as Qadi Nu' man adds, has not yet happened under the 
Imams, i.e. successors of al-Mahdi, but shall be enforced in the 
j future, when they grow stronger. Then reMgion shall be one all 

over the world, as God has promised it. 

(No. 8). ‘‘As related by ash-Sha‘bi, from Hudhayfa b. 
al-Yamto, who remembered that the Prophet said: none can 
conquer Bulanjar, the mountains of Daylam, and Constantinople, 

I except a Hashimite”.!^ 

Qadi Nu‘man adds: the “Hashimite” here means the Imam 
i of our time, a successor of al-Mahdi. 

I (No. 9). “And, in the same strain, according to ash- 

Sha‘bi, who said that he was informed by Malik b. Sahhar al-^ 

I -Hamdani, who said: we fought under Bulanjar in the caliphate 

^ of ‘Uthnian in a hand to hand fight. My brother was wounded, 

and I took him out, ,carr3dng him on my shoulders. We got 
j out, and I was moving when a man overtook me, and struck me 

I on the back with a whip which was in his hand. I turned 

j towards him,-— and lo, it was Hudhayfa al-Yamani. I' greeted 

him, and he asked me as to who it’ was in my hands. I replied^ 
that he was my brother: have you not seen what we suffered in 
our fight? I nevertheless hope that we shall.be victorious in 
the future, if God pleases. — -And Hudhayfa replied: only a 
Hashimite shal conquer Daylam, Bulanjar and Constantinople. 
By the Hashimites has God started the religion, and by them 
He shall bring it to completion. And with regard to what has 
been conquered, and what is being conquered now, al these 
different places, — ^they must be conquered finally by the one 
after whom there shall be no other religion than Islam”. ^ ^ 

u. Constantinople Invariably figures in sueh prophecies, both accepted 
by the Sunnis and the Shiites. Of. Bihar , p. 188 the Qa’im shall 
destroy four mosques in Kufa, shall conquer Constantinople, the hills of 
Baylam, etc. Of. also: Margoliouth, ojp. ci#., p. I(). ; ' ' ' 


120 


THE FATIMIDS IN PBOPHECIES. 


(No. 16). ‘‘It is related from Abii Sadiq that he once heard 
a man saying : ai-MuhaMb has conquered Tabaristan. And he 
said: Hudha3rfa related from the Prophet that he said: only a 
Hashimite shall conquer Tabaristan, Daylam, the town Bulanjar, 
and Constantinople’'. 

Qadi Nu‘man explains that the meaning of victory is 
complete and final subjugation and conversion of the inhabitants. 
Not only are the enemies to be ruined, but no mention of them 
even is to remain. 

(No. 10). “From the story of Waki‘ b. al-Jarrah, that the 
Prophet said: verily, Constantinople shall be occupied, and (the 
seizure of) their prince shall make happy the (Muslim) prince, 
as the (seizure of their) troops shall make glad these troops. 
After this Constantinople shall never be seized again”. 

Qadi Nu‘man adds: this refers to the present Imam, des- 
cending from the Prophet. 

If such prophecies really reflect the rumours spread in the 
bazars of the Middle East, the Crusaders, even without the 
fanaticism and religious exaltation, attributed to them, had good 
reasons to take the initiative and to attack before being attacked 
by the gradually growing Fatimid empire. 

So far all the traditions have reflected ideas regarding the 
purely secular functions of the Fatimids. Let us now see what 
popular superstition expected from them in purely religious 
sphere. 

(No. 22). “It is related by ash-Sha‘bi from Tamim ad-Dari, 
who said: never did I enter a town more pleasant to me than 
Antioch. The Prophet of God said of it : fragments of the Tables 
of Moses, the table and the chair {minhar) of Solomon, and the 
staff of Moses are concealed in one of the caves in the vicinity 
of it. Not a single cloud, from the East or West, North or South, 
shall pass over that cave without raining its blessing on it, out 
of respect for what it contains. But not many days and nights 
shall pass before it shall come into possession of a descendant 
of mine, whose name shall be like my name, and the name of his 
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father like that of mine. He shall resemble me more than any- 
one, both physically and morally’’. 

„ (No. 23), ‘‘Muhammad b. Salam related through others 
from Imam Ja‘far, who said: when one of our descendants shall 
become the Imam (or caliph), he shall go to Antioch, and bring 
out from the cave there the Torah, together with the staff of 
Moses, and the Stone ( ?) ”. 

(No. 39). “Sharik b. ‘ Abdi’l-lah relates from Jabir al-Ju‘fi, 
who related from Imam Ja‘far, who said: when our descendant, 
of the family of the Prophet, shall become the Imam (or caliph), 
he shall punish or reward the wicked and the good amongst the 
creations of God. Who shall obey him, shall obey God, and who 
shall rebel against him, shall rebel against God. He shall bring 
out the Torah, the Gospels, and other Divine books in Antioch. 
And he shall rule over the followers of the Torah according to 
their Torah, the people of the Gospels according to their sacred 
book, and the people of the Coran according to their Coran. 
Then the earth shall disgorge its treasures of gold and silver h 
And he shall say to the people : hey, you, come on, and take all 
this, for the possession of which you have shed so much blood, 
ruining so many families. — And he shall give the people what 
none had ever given before him, and shall never give after him. 
His name shall be like the name of the Prophet. He shall fill 
the earth with justice even as it has been filled with injustice 
and oppression”. 

(No. 49). “It is related from Abu Ja‘far Muhammad b. 
‘Al! (i.e. Imam Muhammad al-Baqir) who said: when a des- 
cendant of the Proxihet shall become a caliph, the staff of Moses 
shall be brought, and he shall take out the Torah from Antioch. 
God shall then take fear from the hearts of the Shfites, and put 
it into the hearts of their enemies, strengthening the hearts of 


^ This is in obvious contradiction with the dreams of ‘‘one dock and 
one shepherd”; therefore it is quite probable that this is of a much 

earlier origin, long before the rise of the Fatimids. It is also found, in a 
differentversion, in the -B-i-Adr, p. 188 . 
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Ms followers as with iron bars. It shall be so that if he shall 
summon some one, and behead him, and the people shall inquire 
as to the reason of his execution, (they shall find that) this was 
really deserved according to Ms actions”. 

The last four traditions clearly show the influence of Jewish 
beliefs connected with the promised Messiah, and the fact that 
such dreams were shared by early Ismailism is remarkable. 

In the traditions collected here one particular feature is 
noteworthy: absence of references to the miracles wMch the 
expected Mahdi should work, according to all-Islamic beliefs, as 
the proofs of his Bivme mission. Qadi NMman has not over- 
looked these. But it is sigmficant that he refers to not a single 
ancient JmdUk on this subject, addmg at the end of the fifteenth 
part of his 8har]^u%akhbm^ a paraphrase of the corresponding 
pages in his earlier work, the Iftitdbu' d-da^ wa (cf, above, pp. 6-7), 
about the miraculous proofs of Divine help in his extraordinary 
career. In addition to this, he skilfully exploits his theory of 
‘‘the Mahdi” implying not a single individual, but a d3rnasty. 
Thus in every case where popular belief expects sometliing 
superhuman to be done by the Mahdi, he can distribute the 
burden between several Imams, or postpone the act for perform- 
ance by his coming successors. 

Undoubtedly this collection, selected by Qadi KMmaii, 
bears the stamp of his ovm individual peculiarities : sobriety, and 
moderation in religious sentiment, wMch in dijBPerent degrees are 
also noticeable in the works of many other early Ismaili authors. 
But, nevertheless, the spirit of the prophecies quoted by him, 
independently of Ms style, reveals interesting traces of the 
mentality of the masses of that period. It shows definite signs 
of religious exaltation similar to what in the modern world would 
be a high tide of patriotic sentiment in a nation at the initial 
stages of a popular war: dreams are connected with definite 
aims, with removal of definite grievances, and with quite positive 
and practical ideals to be aoMeved. The Ismailis considered 
themselves as the spear-head of active Islamic thought, aiming 
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at the achievement of the unification of all Islamic and non- 
Islamic peoples in one world empire, under one divinely guided 
head, who would be able, at last, to introduce and maintain a 
blissful state of social equality and eternal peace in the world. 
Eeligion here is the tool, and not the aim: the aim is purely 
secular. Piety appears to be here nothing but the supreme 
social virtue, as the source of discipline, and not a means only 
of gaining supernatural rewards after death. All early Ismaili 
works are to some extent full of the same spirit, which later on 
gradually disappears. 

But this spirit has nothing to do either with ''revolutionary ’’ 
aspirations, or more particularly with any sort of fictitious design 
"to uproot Islam, and to introduce the religion of the Magians”. 
In many respects the earlier Fatimid period, with its remarkable 
cultural efflorescence, has features in common with the incipient 
stages of the Renaissance age which appeared much later on in 
Europe. The calamities which befeU Islam so soon after this 
time stopped the process, and annihilated all its achievements. 

It can easily be seen that precisely this spirit of Ismailism 
was to a great extent the cause of its ruin. This came from quite 
an unexpected source — the Crusaders. The chronic struggle 
against them drained the strength of the Fatimid empire. The 
acts of al-Hakim in his attempts at suppressing Christianity 
were probably not insane, but a direct outcome of this mentality 
of the masses, — a move towards the realisation of their ideals. 
This is why such eminent inteUectuals as Hamidu’d-din Kirmani, 
and others, could sincerely defend him, and their less balanced 
colleagues even find in these actions of his a reason for deifying 
him, as the Druzes did. Many of his exploits were nothing but 
the materialisation of the similar dreams of the masses, carried 
out with maniacal ruthlessness. It is quite possible that his 
intentions were ' excellent, from purely rehgious point of view. 
But the mistake, was committed in an underestimation of the 
powers outside. The Fatimid empire was still too weak to think 
seriously of the" crushing of the- Turks and Khazars, the Dayla- 
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mites and the Abyssinians’^ and, in addition, of provoking the 
t'^clad in steel armour ’’ kings of Byzantium, or, generally, 
Christian Europe, — and to do this even before having crushed 
their deadliest enemies, the Abbasids. The latter could only 
generate hatred, and pour lies upon their opponents, but were > 
powerless to stir up public sentiment for a decisive act, while 
in the case of the Franks the aggressive ideology of such ''pan- 
Islamic’’ dreams evoked a similar ideological reaction of an 
opposite character. 

In the light of the general ideas of Ismailism, as a heterodoxy, 
the claim of the Fatimids to be the champions of the cause of 
Islam on a world scale sounds strange. But this is entirely an 
illusion, created by centuries of propaganda. As a drop of water 
possesses the properties of all the waters of the ocean, so this 
small collection of prophecies clearly manifests the same fact 
as can be observed by the study of the original Ismaili sources : 
in its early stages, when it really was the religion of masses, — 
long before it became the secret esoteric faith of a small sect in 
the Yaman, and other remote corners of the world, — there was 
little difference between what is treated as "orthodoxy” in 
Islam, and Ismailism. 

A critical examination of the facts shows that except for 
the central theory of Imamat, the difference between both 
theologies was chiefly terminological. There was little differ- 
ence between Ismailism and other schools in the forms of worship 
and law {shartat)^ in any case no greater difference than is found 
between principal orthodox schools. What in Sunnism, with 
its historically cultivated secularistic tendencies, was the 
sphere of the ijmd\ qiyds, and m’y, i.e. consensus of public or 
expert opinion, or deduction by analogy, was in Ismailism, with 
its theocratic tendencies, called ta'w% in continuation of the 
tradition of the Coran itself. As we have seen elsewhere, the 
evolution of religious philosophy in Sumiism and Ismailism was 
so identical that even the difference in terminology cannot 
disguise the fact. And just as in Ismailism, there : were cffcles 
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wMch empliasised mystical and esoteric life at the expense of 
formal worship, so also it was in many branches of the very 
powerful Sufic movement, whose orthodoxy in the majority of 
cases was beyond dispute. Thus the idea of the heterodoxy of 
Ismailism is a matter of the point of view. The well-known 
stories of the Ismaili propaganda spread by the , vile insinuations 
of the to the ^Victim”, who is intrigued by the promises of 
the revelation of all sorts of philosophic theories and impieties, 
obviously is one of the numerous mediaeval fictions. Just as 
nobody can believe that orthodox Islam was spread by any 
craving on the part of the neophytes to understand the contents 
of the most abstruse treatises of Ghazali and other philosophers 
of Islam, so obviously the esoteric treatises of the Ismailis played 
no part in propaganda. Ismailism was undoubtedly spread in 
a non-Islamic milieu exactly in the same way as other schools 
of Islam, and amongst the Muslim masses by simply accepting 
from the new converts the recognition of the ''rights of the 
House of the Prophet 'h The circles supporting the Abbasids 
deliberately ignored this, and had to resort to the invention of 
fictions in order to explain what, if we take such fictions seriously, 
we should have to regard as the superhuman successes of Ismaili 
propagandists. 




V. THE MYTH OF ‘ABDU’L-LAH B. 'MAYMUN / 

AL-QADDAH, 

1 . The Genesis and Evolution of the Myth. 

Every student of Ismailism is familiar with the monograph 
of de Goeje, '' Memoire sur les Carmathes du Bahrain et ies 
Fatiinides” (Leiden, 1886). I am sure that many of those who 
have seriously studied it have found it extremely difficult to 
follow the author through the first sixty pages, in which he 
discusses the origin of Ismailism and of the Fatimid dynasty. 
With his remarkable erudition and industry he collected much 
of very valuable and important information. But, in spite of 
this, the student does not feel firm ground under his feet : every- 
thing trembles in an atmosphere of the unreal, of theories, 
inferences, guesses and presumptions, none of which in the least 
convincing. Later researches have revealed the cause of this : 
de Goeje in his theories is chasing a phantom, the shade of 
^Abdul-lah b. al-Qaddah who died a hundred years before the 
events with which he is concerned.^ This error persistently 
leads him astray, and causes endless mistakes in his interpreta- 
tion of his materials. 

As has already been suggested on p. 76, the theory that 
'Abdud-lah b. Maymun al-Qaddah was ‘‘the first man who’' 
taught Ismaili doctrine, and, it may be for this very reason, was 
the progenitor of the Fatimids, is apparently of a late origin; 
and it seems quite probable that this “discovery” was made 
not earlier than the first half of the fourth/tenth c., by Ibn 
Razzam, from whose work it spread everywhere. It is also 
quite probable that although there were many eminent early 

^ The first scholar who traced the historical identity of Ibn al-Qaddah 
in the Itlma-‘ashari sonrces was the late P. Casanova (“Une JDate Astro- 
nomiqae dans les Epitres des Ikhwan as-safa”, JA, 1915). , L. Massignon, 
in his subsequent works, entirely sided with him. 
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SM'ites who were connected with those groups from which 
Ismailism sprang, al-Qaddah received preferential treatment 
for the sake of his name : most probably he was discovered to be 
the real successor of Muhammad b. Isma‘il, instead of the son 
of the latter, ' Abdu’l-Iah, who was born in the period when the 
Imam, living in hiding, could not be known anywhere except in 
the narrow circle of the devout sectaries. 

. ' Abdul-lah b. Maymun al-Qaddah al-Makki, an associate 
of Ja'far as-Sadiq, is a shadowy figure, regarded by the later 
Ithna-^ashaiis of the fourth and fifth c, a.h. as a somewhat 
unreliable rdwl, inclined to extremism, but on the whole accept- 
able. Nothing is known about his biography, and only a few 
lines are devoted to him in Tusi’s List (197), and in Kashi’s 
Rijdl (160 and 247, the same passage). ^ Apparently simply 
a pious man of no importance outside the narrow circle of his 
colleagues, mystics and fanatics like himself, he obviously played 
no part in historical events. The date of his death is not known, 
Jawbari, in Ms Kashful-asrdr, says that he died in prison in 
Kufa about 210/825, as mentioned by L. Massignon, ‘‘Esquisse 
d’une Bibliographic Qarmate”, p. 331. But this is obviously 
too late : he was certainly not less than thirty at the time of the 
death of Imam Ja'far, in 148/765. Most probably something 
like 160-180 a.h. is much nearer to the truth. He was appa- 
rently in touch with the Khattabiyya circles, and some other ex- 
tremists, but we have not the slighest indication as to whether 
he shared their ideas, or held other beliefs, of his own. Putting 
it in mathematical terms, historically he is a quantity next to 
.zero. 

^ Tusi’s List, and the commentary, contain nothing but the name: 
V Abdul-lah b, Maymun b. al-Aswad, mawld (“client”) of the family of 
Band Maklizum; the author of a book (title is not mentioned). Kash! 
(pp. 160 and 247): “On ‘Abdu’l-lah b. Maymun al-Qaddah al-MakId: 
Hamdxlya related to me from Ayyub b. IsTuh, and he from’ ^afwan b. 
Yahya, and the latter from Abu Khalid, who related from ‘Abdul-lah b. 
Maymun, who mentioned that once Abu Ja‘far (peace be upon him!),— 
i.e. Imam Muhammad al-Baqir,^ — asked him: o, son of Maymun I How 
many of you there are in Makka ?— And I replied : we are four.— And 
he said: you are the light in the darkness, prevailing on the earth”. 
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As collected by B. Lewis (‘^The Origins of Isma‘ilism^% 
63-64), Itbna-'ashari information about ‘Abdul-iak b, Maymun 
is very meagre. As we have seen, the earliest source, Kashi, 
regards him as already a man of a certain repute under Muham- 
mad ai-Baqir, who died m. 114/732, while Muhammad b. 
Isma'il, as has been shown, was not earlier than 120/738. 
Thus ‘Abdu'l-lah b. Maymun was at least by 30-35 years his 
senior. It follows that any theories based on various late non- 
Ismaili sources as to his having been adopted as a son by Muham- 
mad b, Isma^il, spiiitually or in any way whatever, and as to 
his having succeeded his “spiritual father”, are un-deserving of 
any serious attention, and must be regarded as mere fairy tales 
(contrary to B. Lewis, op, cit,, p. 49), 

This very same ‘ Abdu’l-lah b. al-Qaddah, who most probably 
died some time between 160/776 and 180/796, unexpectedly 
develops his superhuman activities exactly a century after his 
death. As carefully deduced by de Goeje from reliable general 
histories, he died just about 286/899, — apparently for the second 
time (p. 21). Just as there are hundreds of versions of the 
genealogy of the Fatimids, found in different historical works, so, 
exactly in the same way, there are as many versions of how the 
malicious son of Qaddah committed his swindle. The “classical ” 
version is that he was a Persian ^ who wanted to blow up Islam 
from the inside; he decided to harness the ShiTte sentiment of 
the masses, invented in the second half of the third/ninth c. 
his impious doctrine, leading to atheism and moral turpitude, 
and, under the flag of the sect of Isma^il b. Ja^ far, which had 

1 Apparently there are no authentic reports as to his real nationality, 
and it is more than doubtfal whether he was a Persian. As is known, 
anti-Ismaiii authors make him a grandson of Bardesanes, a gnostic of the 
fifth c. A.D. Sayyid-na Idris, in his Zahru'Uma^dm (in a passage given in 
a translation, Texts, p. 47), enters so deeply into the spirit of these stories 
that he even concocts for him a genealogy from Salman al -Farsi. That 
this is nothing but a crude falsification, is obvious from the wild names 
which he mentions. But though there is no “documentary justification” 
for the view that he was a Persian, a large volume would be required to 
reprint all the learned theories about a Persian nationalistic movement, 
Persian intrigye, and what not, in Ismailism, which have all been built 
on this unverified statement. 

9 . 
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become extiiici long ago, succeeded in starting a powerful mass 
movement, wMcb ultimately brought, to the throne of the caliphs 
his son or grandson, ‘Ubaydul-iah, posing as the expected Mahdl. 

This story was so often repeated that it has become. a part 
of ‘'general knowledge But as it cannot stand the slightest 
touch of criticism or historical analysis, various scholars, from 
the iniddle ages to the present time, have tried their hands at 
mending it. In the complete absence of facts there was a vast 
field for theories, based on various religious doctrines which came 
into existence only at a much later period, or simplj^ on imagina- 
tion. There is just as much ground for the belief that this 
‘Abdu’l-lah was adopted as a son by Muhammad b. Isma'il (who 
undoubtedly was younger than Mmself), or that he succeeded 
him in accordance with the mystical doctrine of tafwld, as an 
Imam, as for the plain and simple beMef that he fraudulently 
usurped the Imamat, as also did his descendant al-Mahdi. 
AU such theories are utterly misleading and harmful, as digres- 
sions from the path of sound research. 

There is one remarkable fact worth noting. We have 
numerous proofs that many mediaeval historians had access to 
genuine Ismaili dogmatic and historical works; but they never 
explored them properly, or took advantage of the opportunity 
aJGTorded by their perusal for a better understanding of Ismaili 
doctrine or historical evolution. What is still more remarkable, 
the same thing is repeated in modern times, among learned 
orientalists: they do not spare themselves enormous labours 
in order to collect the crumbs of misleading and erroneous in- 
formation from hundreds of obviously biased and incompetent 
works, but completely disregard even those genuine Ismaili 
works which are in their hands, not to speak of making any 
serious effort to obtain more of them. This is the amusing 
situation of Mahomet crawling away from the mountain, while 
the mountain pursues Mahomet. i Be Goeje (pp. 169-70) devotes 


1 Of. above, p. 2. 
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only a few lines to one of the most important esoteric works 
in Ismaili literature, (apparently) the Ta'wUu'z-zakdt, by Ja'far 
b. Man^-uril-Yaman '(of. Guide, 40 and 45; MS in Leyden, 1971), 
which lie had in his hands. Although any amount of rubbish 
has been written since his time, apparently not a single student 
has taken any interest in this work. The same thing fully 
applies to the important collection of genuine Ismaili MSS 
described by E. Griffini in the ZDMG, 1915, pp. 86-88, and to 
a still more interesting collection purchased about ten years 
ago by the School of Oriental Studies, London, and noted by 
A, S. Tritton (BSOS, 1933, pp. 33-39). It is one thing to in- 
dulge in fantastic speculations, and quite a different thing to 
approach life, or religious doctrine, as it reaUy is, with all its 
complexity, technicalities, long tradition, and great difficulties, 
which can only be overcome by serious study, sustained effort, 
and sober reasoning, and which so effectively damp the enthu- 
siasm of the seekers after the theatrical '‘impieties'’ or “revolu- 
tionary” attitudes, invented by the lying fantasies of anti- 
Ismaili and generally anti-Shi' ite propaganda. 

Looking at the matter critically and soberly, we can come 
to only one inevitable conclusion, regardless of whether the 
Patimid version and tradition is true or false : there is no doubt 
whatever that in the stories of ‘ Abdul-lah b. Maymun al-Qaddah 
we have a> myth, probably, as all myths, accidentally born, and 
as accidentally developed into a complex theory. It has ail the 
features of a real myth: 1. a gigantic span of life attributed to 
the hero; 2. a gigantic underground plot and conspiracy; 3. a 
gigantic fraud; and 4. a gigantic impiety of doctrine. 

1. It is obvious that the real 'Abdul-lah b. Maymun 
al-Qaddah had little or notliing to do with the matter; and 
even if he preached any particular doctrines, these have under- 
gone a long and thorough evolution through more than a hundred 
years of the rapid growth of the sect. I^othing belongs to him 
in the myth beyond his name, accidentally misappropriated by 
anti-Shi' ite propaganda. The impious son of al-Qaddah of the 
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inytli is iiotliing but the collectim idea of the supposed activities of 
the Ismaili headquarters just before the triumph of al-MaMl. 
His name obviously covers the ancestors of al-Mahdi just as 
much as other eminent Ismaili leaders. It is perfect^ possible 
that different historical reports of this ' Abdul-Iah, or his /^ soiis ’V 
living ill Ahwaz, ‘Askar Mukram, Kiifa, Basra, Taliqan, Sala- 
miyya, etc., and coming in contact with Qarmat, various Dindans, 
secretaries of different princes, etc., are quite true. But in every 
particular case the name of ‘ Abdu’l-lah covers a different Ismaili 
leader. Ibn al-Qaddah becomes re-born at the time of the great 
intensification of the activities of the Ismaili headquarters, and 
when matters come too near to the light of history, he “dies” 
(for the second time), leaving the scene to his “sons”. ^ 

2. The gigantic plot and terrible conspiracy^ which outdo 
Arabian Nights in their fantastic details, are nothing but a 
symbol of the enormously widespread Shi‘ite movement, which 
was merely a name for the discontent rampant in the Abbasid 
state, and the popular hatred of the dynasty. The Shfite 
“conspiracy” really took two hundred years to mature, and to 
produce in the end an effect on a large scale. What is credited 
to the malice of the impious Ibn al-Qaddah is in fact no more than 
the final stage in the process. What really remamed to be 
achieved by the Fatimids was nothing but w^hat we may call 
“mobilisation” of the available forces. If it is true that the 
mission of Ibn Hawshab in the Yaman started from absolutely 
nothing in 266/879, the fact that the whole of the Yaman was 
conquered by him by 293/905, shows that this stage took an 
unbelievably short time to achieve. The “mobilisation” of 
the Bedouin tribes in the desert between S3U‘ia and Mesopotamia 
in 289/902 probably took only a few months. The enormous 


i Taking both, the plain historical reports, and also the Ismaili 
tradition, we cannot see any dominating central figure at this period who 
could he identified with this super-man of the myth. Surely, if such a 
man had existed, and had played even in a small degree a part similar 
to that of the Ibn al-Qaddah of the my^th, he would have left clear traces 
in' history, 
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successes of Abu ' Abdil-iah asii-Shfi in North Africa probably 
took not more than ten years. In the slow tempo of life and 
communications at that time we cannot believe that the propa- 
ganda of the was anything beyond the revelation of the 
fact of the es:istence of the real Imam, the direct descendant of 
‘x41l, who was qualified to take up arms against the Abbasid 
government, and introduce a new order, securing safety, justice, 
and relief from the unbearable burden of taxation. 

The accounts of Nuwa 3 ?Ti and others, giving the notorious 
scale of ‘initiations”, with gradual revelations of impious 
mysteries, are obviously nothing but a perversion of the idea of 
the doctrine concerning the l),ududu'd-d%n, ^l\io\i had in reality 
nothing to do with these stories, and especially with their* inter- 
pretation in the spirit of the masonic lodges of the beginning of 
the XIXth 0 . When de Sacy and others first discovered informa- 
tion about these “degrees”, they rather credulously suggested 
a parallel with masonic lodges ; but the only parallel that is 
suitable is the mediaeval Papacy, and the organisation of the 
Roman Catholic church 

3. The gigantic fraud perpetrated by the vile Ibn al-Qaddah 
was indeed remarkable: his father Maymun, and himself, were 
closely associated with the family of the Imams, al-Baqir and 
his son Ja‘far as-Sadiq. In that semi-patriarchal atmosphere, 
in a small group of devout people, all were well-knovm to each 
other. How, then, this well-known ‘Abdu’l-lah could “pose” 
as the son of Muhammad b. Isma‘il, — defies comprehension. 
Yet he is not only supposed to have succeeded in this, but he 
and his “descendants” for over three hundred years are supposed 
to have continued to dupe millions of their followers, by posing 
as the Imams. All this went without a hitch, and only the 
friends of the Abbasids found out the truth. But when, how, 
and under what circumstances this was done, — this they did 
not think deserving of publicity.' ■' 

1 All matters concerning the organisation of the Fatimid propaganda 
are discussed in my paper on this subject in the JBBRAS, 1939, pp. 1-35. 
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4. The gigantic impiety of the doctrine. On examining 
different accounts of the nefarious doctrine, maliciously invented 
by Ibn al-Qaddah to seduce the Muslims, and on analysing its ' 
elements, we can see without any difficulty that it is in reality a 
picture of a very late and advanced phase of the Fatimid doctrine, 
but completely misunderstood, reflected in the distorting mirror 
of their opponents’ propaganda, and flooded with ideas derived 
from popular, ‘‘bazar” rumours. Such accounts 3deld only dis- 
torted and twisted fragments of the whole, and contain nothing 
novel, no elements which the Fatimids “concealed”, or “ex- 
punged”. Wild theories about fantastic “revolutionary” doc- 
trines of the “original Qarmatian phase”, etc., found in man^^ 
learned works, are all a product of imagination. 

Ismaili tradition, as seen in the available literature, is 
extremety tenacious and unyielding m its conservatism, preserv- 
ing in a mummified form traces of remote antiquit}^ as, e.g,, in the 
case of the doctrine about “seven Imams”, etc. It is therefore 
reasonable to expect that if there really had been any “revo- 
Ititionary” theories in an early phase of the doctrine, traces of 
these would be visible. But in fact there are apparently no 
such traces. There is much looseness in the application of such 
terms as “revolutionary”, so that ver}^ often it is impossible to 
see what is really aimed at: revolution in religions doctrine, or 
in social matters, or also anti-dynastic movement. With regard 
to any religious “revolution” a student dealing mth the history 
of Ismailism must never for a moment forget the religious men- 
tality of the authors of his sources, to whom every minute alter- 
ation in dogma, in technicality or worship, and so on, would 
appear as the sign of 'Hlhdd'\ “perversion of the true faith”, 
and “revolution against Islam ”. The element of anti-djmastic 
revolution is inseparable from early ShiTsm in so far as it claimed 
the right of Imamat (or caliphate, which is the same idea in 
SMTsm) for the descendants of ‘Ali only. With regard of social 
revolution, there is no trace of such a thing: the fight was not 
against existing social institutions hut for their support and -proper 
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enforcement. , In exoteric or esoteric works of Ismaili literature, 
as it exists, there are no apparent traces, it seems, of ideas whicli 
would support the accusations of communistic tendencies, or 
such modern ideas as ‘‘class war”, etc. It is quite possible 
that in some small communities, drawn together by common 
danger and isolation, the style of life may have been reversed 
in such a way as to resemble patriarchal conditions. But all 
the ingenious identifications of Mazdakite, Khurram-diniyj^a, 
or other ideas in the doctrine are pure imagination: the authors 
obviously had no knowledge of these early sects, except for the 
same “ bazar ” talk, as in the case of the Ismailis whose beliefs 
they wanted to explain. It is quite obvious that Ismaili head- 
quarters were making full use of the strong and widespread 
discontent of the masses, promising them relief. But what they 
aimed at was a theocratical state, ruled by religion, on the lines of 
the mediaeval Papacy at the time when it possessed or claimed 
secular authority, — and not a communistic republic. 

Speaking of “Mazdakite” and “Khurrarii-dmiyya” beMefs, 
it is easy to find in every account of Ismailism by its opponents 
allusions to the sect holding the beliefs of the Zoroastrians or 
Manichaeans, of the Christians, and even of the Dahnyya, 
Hence come all sorts of theories as to Ismailism being a kind 
of syncretism, a “hotch-potch of religions”, etc. When properly 
analysed, quite a different picture is revealed. It would be 
really surprising if in the system of what may be called “super- 
monotheism” wfoieh is Fatimid Ismailism, with its ruthless 
elimination of every idea interfering with the notion of the 
Absolute Oneness of God, there should be at the same time 
genuine Diialistic beliefs. The source of the misunderstanding 
is, however, clear. In the philosophic foundation which they 
so laboriously laid to reinforce the Coranie inspiration, they used 
the only available and up-to-date philosophy of the time, — 
Aristotle with Plato as seen through the eyes of late commentators 
of the Plotinian school. Here they found what suited them very 
well: the idea of the x4'bfolute- Supreme Deity, ' transcending 
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hiiBiaii knowledge, and revealing Itself through a chain of gradual 
emanations. The highest emanations, immediately below- the 
Deity itself, were quite popular in Islamic philosophical specu- 
lations as ‘Aqli Kull and Nafsi Kull, the ‘‘Universar Reason” 
and '‘Universal Soul”, as these are usually (quite inaccurately) 
rendered in English. In their attempts at evolving a terminology- 
better fitted to abstract speculations, they introduced such terms 
as al-Muhdi^ u%awwal Sbud alAIudbi'u'th-tham, instead of these, 
i.e. the “First Creative Piinciple” and the “Second Creative 
Principle”. This was obviously quite sufficient ground for 
accusations of their believing in tw-o Creators, i.e. two Gods, 
and therefore followdng the doctrine of Mani, Zoroaster, Indians, 
from which come theories of “Persian influences ”, and expecta- 
tions of finding in their secret wmrks almost a complete library 
of Mani’s compositions. The same thing holds good equally 
for the accusations not only of zandaqa, but also tanasstir, i.e. 
Christianising, because the same set of terms, with the addition 
of the third Mubdi' , is taken as an incorporation of the doctrine 
of the Trinity, as Muslims understood, or rather misunderstood 
it. And the same thing leads still further: some Ismaiii authors 
prefer to use instead of the still somewffiat “personal” term 
Mubdi‘ an impersonal lbdd\ “Creative act”, wiiich becomes 
in the hands of their enemies a “positive proof” of their not 
believing in a God at aU, and of their recognising that this world 
exists through a spontaneous ‘‘coming into being”. This is 
probably the truth regarding the impious mysteries wffiich the 
nefarious Ibn Qaddah invented, and used to reveal only to those 
who could attain the top of the long ladder of the “degrees of 
initiation”. 

A reliable picture of the evolution of philosophic ideas "in 
Ismailism, and their relation to those of non-Ismaili philosophers 
of Islam, especially such as al-Ghazali and Ibn al-'Arabi, who 
differ from the Ismaiiis only in terminology, would be extremely 
instructive. Such a' study may have many surprises in store: 
it seems that even the earliest knowm Ismaiii philosophical 
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works, sncli as those of the very erudit Abu Hatim ar-RazI, 
show already a great advance as compared with the philosophy 
of the Encyclopaedia of which is generally 

believed to be the production of the end of the fourth/tenth, or 
begiiming of the fifth/eleven^ c., while Abu Hatim flourished 
just at the of the fourth/tenth c. Thus it is quite 

possible that the original version, or the nucleus of the Ency- 
clopaedia (if it was re-edited and expanded later on, which is 
quite likely) ^ may really be one of the earliest versions of Ismaili 
philosophy, instead of the supposed colourful ^'revolutionary’’ 
productions of the "original Qarmatian phase”, stuffed with 
mystic impieties and fantastic schemes. 

It is quite possible that there were, within Ismailism and 
outside of it, in Shi' ite circles, some extremist mystic groups 
which were not satisfied with the "standard” moderate dogma, 
just as there were similar groups, left and right, in Sunni Islam: 
They may, very probably, from time to time, have produced abs- 
truse gnostic and fantastic theories, or semi-poetical inspired 
books, which revealed surprising ideas about the creation of the 
world, or the times before its creation, just as the Ummul-Mtdb. 
But it must be remembered that the latter undoubtedly is the 
product of the fourth/tenth c., or even later, and if it reflects 
to a certain extent some Qarmatian beliefs, we must clearly take 
into consideration the fact that in all such productions, as in 
every mystic work, usually the most rudimentary elements and 
superstitions are brought to the fore. Their authors never look 
Z?e/of6 themselves, but invariably turn their backs on reality and 
on actual affairs 


. ■ ^ (Jf. above,, p.. 35, note 2. 

2 Similar cases of small groups of devotees, carried away by their 
religious fancies, are common in every religion, — we have only to remem- 
ber the mystics of the middle ages, both catholic and protestant, the 
Talmud literature, etc. The works of all these groups closely resemble 
books like the Ummu'l-kitdb, both m spirit, and even in the letter. There 
is no reason whatever to see in them signs of “^tiquity ”, or even ‘'Mani- 
chaean”, or “Mazdakite”, or other ■* influences”: the mind of the mystic 
is usually poorly furnished, and all his dreams are made up out of a very 
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Smli easily IsmeM workB SbS Kitdbu'Vdlim wa%ghuldm, oT 
Kitdbu'Z’Zma of Abu Hatim ar-Razi, are, by tbeir extremely 
moderate views, which most probably were those of the rank 
and file of the IsmaOis of that period, particularly disappointing 
to seekers after “impieties It is certain that these missonaries 
who achieved such fabulous successes could not have won 
hundreds of thousands of illiterate and semi-savage followers 
by initiating them into abstruse philosophies, or have roused 
their immense religious enthusiasm by teaching to them atheism 
■or the materialism of the “Dahrites”. This equally applies 
to the higher circles of the already initiated. This may be 
seen from the considerable literature which arose in the priestly 
cii’cles of early Ismailism concerning the controversy which 
“raged” some time before the rise of the Fatimids, or in the 
earliest days of their career, probably still before they were in a 
position to exercise much moderating influence on religious policy. 
This is reflected in the voluminous work, Kitdbul4slah, by the 
learned Abu 1: atim ar-Razi (cf. Guide, 2(ki). Later on the 
controversy was reviewed and summed up in Sayyid-na 
Hamidu'd-din al-Kirmani’s Kitdbu'r-riyad (cf. Guide, 137), in 
wliich differences between earlier authors are smoothed over : Abu 
Ya‘qub as-Sijzi, Abu Hatim ar-Razi, and an-Nasafl. It deals 
with minute shadings in the interpretation of certain \^erses of 
the Coran, terminology of philosophical speculations, and versions 
of ta'wU, but no dispute over the important and really funda- 
mental matters. 

The accusation of the application of ta'wU, or allegorical 
interpretation of things religious, is met with very often, but 
may be justified only to the extent that the practice was open to 
abuse. By itself the theory of ta^wll is perfectly legitimate in 
Islam : the Coran itself, as is very often pointed out by the 
Ismailis, makes much use of it, as also do most of the orthodox 
commentators on the Goran, as already discussed above. 


limited set of elementary ideas. No wonder that their combinations often 
repeat each other. 
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There are theories that the third Fatimid caliph, al-Mansilr 
(334-341/946-"953), reversed the earlier religions policy, taking 
strict measures against extremists. Ismaili literature apparently 
shows no trace of such reversion. In fact there is nothing strange 
or novel in a 'Spurge’’ of the ranks of Ismaili theologians, if it 
was really carried out : from the earliest times responsible ShiTte 
leaders were always compelled to take serious steps to combat 
undesirable and misleading mystic extremism. Any quantity 
of reports to this effect are preserved in the tradition regarding 
•early Shfite Imams; Ja‘far as-SMiq is, in this respect, so to 
speak, a “classical” example. Not only general history, but to 
some extent even Ismaili literature itself, preserves the memory of 
the early Fatimid caliphs almost entirely as quite secular figures, 
great politicians, or generals, who most probably were not much 
inclined towards mystic trickery, in the style of their descendant 
al- Hakim. But the reports concerning a “reform” in the reign 
of ai-Mansur may perhaps have some concrete basis: it was 
probably during his reign that the great compendium of Ismaili 
fiqh^ the Da' d’imul-Isldm by Qadi Nu‘mto was completed. Its 
appearance would certainly not have passed unnoticed, and its 
tone and contents, being just the reverse of the various fantastic 
ideas held in regard to Ismaili doctrine, probably gave food for 
the talk of a “reform”, or the “reversal” of the policy of the 
supposed ‘‘impieties”.! 

It would be difficult to believe that such extremely capable 
and gifted rulers as the first Fatimids would be simple enough 
to MU the goose which was laying the golden eggs for them, 
or to demobilise a victorious army in a country still incompletely 
conquered, only to please those whom they desired to conquer. 

^ B. Lewis, “The Origins of Isma‘ilism”, Cambridge, 1940, p. 87 
(from ‘ Abdtil- J abbar ) : “ after the defeat of Abii Y azid, he, al-Mansur, 
pretended to return to Islam . . . He listened to jurists and traditionists, 
and deceived the common people . . . He affected an interest in juris- 
prudence The Da^dHmtdl-Isldm to this day remains probably 

the central book in Ismaili literature, and there is little doubt that it per- 
fectly reflects the Ismailism which was the religion of the masses under 
the .early Fatimids. ■ 
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They could not throw away the ideavS which had proved to possess 
so great an appeal for the masses,, in order to appease such .dis- 
contented Sunnis as remained in their kingdom. There are, 
moreover, many proofs, that their successes and the establishment 
of their own state with its ample resources had given a new 
impetus to their widespread propaganda which was active in 
Central Asia, ail over Persia, in Western India, and probably 
in many other places. The ubiquitous da‘wati Misrii^dnf carried 
on apparently by the same old and well-tested methods, was 
achieving remarkable successes. 

The myth of Ibn ai-Qaddah, and its evolution, is not only 
interesting from the point of view of Ismaili, and of general 
Islamic studies; it may also be useful to students of folklore: 
here we have not merely the fragmentary and conjectural testi- 
mony of slight allusions, but can trace almost every step with 
remarkable minuteness, through the help of Islamic historic, 
graphy. 

2. The Myth of Ibn al-Qadddlj cmd the Ismailis. 

It is really remarkable that under what may be in a way 
called ‘‘the pressure of the public opinion’", a myth, invented 
and directed against the most vital and important doctrine of the 
sect, was forced into their own system, and there accommodated 
after some slight modification and toning down. The process 
took a fairly long time, at least some centuries; and here again, 
as it seems, we have an interesting opportunity of following the 
evolution and the different stages of the process. 

As ahead}:^ fully discussed in my previous paper, in the 
JBBRAS, 1940 (pp. 74 -76), apparently the earliest so far known 
refutation of the myth (if it be genuine), belongs to al-Mu‘izz 
(341-365/953-975). In his epistle to the chief of Sindh he 
gives a reply to an inquiry, which, briefly stated, comes to this : 
in the conditions of secrecy and obscurity in which the “con- 
cealed” Imams had to live, there was much of vague and confus- 
ing talk, as it were “gossip”, while few facts were known for 
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eertain. Tlie people knew thait Muhammad b. Isma' ii’s successor 
was/Abdul-lah, who was his real son, and this ^ Abdul-lah has 
easily been turned into 'Abdul-lah ibn Maymun al-Qaddah. 
The caliph further on develops this idea by suggesting that this 
perversion of the true facts was helped by the manner of referring 
to the concealed Imams under some appropriate surnames: 
al-Maymun (the Divinely Blessed One), or al-Qaddah (not the 
t ‘ oculist but ''mystical Flint, spreading sparks of Divine 
wisdom’’), and so forth. 

We cannot pronounce as to whether all this is true, or not. 
But it seems that the idea does not imply anything improbable. 

As mentioned above there was apparently some sort of 
religious prejudice against mentioning the "concealed” Imams by 
their names. This possibly was the reason why the Fatimids did 
not broadcast details, true or even fictitious, regarding their bio- 
graphies. The institution of the periodical satr, occuitation, was 
according to esoteric theories as much decreed by God as the 
periods of zuhur, or secular authority of the Imams. This idea 
was explained and proved on very many occasions, supported 
by numerous parallels from the Biblical and Coranic legends 
concerning ancient prophets, and so forth. Thus, from the 
point of view of the religious consciousness of the community, 
there was nothing shocking, alarming, or suspicious in the fact 
that these three Imams not only formed a "blank” in the 
tradition, but even were not well known by their names. Ap- 
parently it was only later on, in the course of time, when the 
followers of the Fatimids had become accustomed to know their# 
Imams by a long series of names, that the gap caused by the 
absence of these three mysterious names began to be felt, and 
references to these Imams began to appear more and more fre- 
quently. At any rate the early authors, like Qadi Nu'man, 
do mot mention them, and give no details whatever. . 


1 Of. above, p. 27 sq. 
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The first positiye reference to'" Abdiil-lah b. Maymun as the 
alleged progenitor of the Fatiinids which I' have been able to 
trace in the Ismaili works which were accessible to me, belongs 
to the very end of the fourth/tenth c. It is found in a risakr. 
by one of' the most eminent IsmaiM authors, the chief da'r of 
Mesopotamia and Persia, Hamidu*d-din Kirmani, — al-Kdfipm 
/iV-radd ' ald'l-Hdrum aUHdsam (who was a Zaydite Imam, 
born in 333/944, d. 411/1020; his name was AbuT-Hiisajni ah 
-Mu’a 3 ryad bil-lah Ahmad b. ai-Husayn b. Harun al-Biithanl, 
cf. Guide, No. 135). The treatise is a kind of epistle in reply 
to questions put to the author by his deputy, ' Abdul-Malik 
b. Muhammad al-Mazini, the resident dd% of Kirman (which 
at that time of difficult communications and political barriers 
was chiefly reached via the Yaman, with which it was in close 
touch by sea). It consists of a series of explanations of various 
points, and the author often refers to his earlier works in which 
he had already dealt with many of the matters touched on in 
the letter. 

In his book (which, unfortunately, is not mentioned by its 
real title), the Zaydite author repeats the usual accusations 
against the Ismailis, which Sayyid-na Hamidu’d-diii quotes in 
full from the original, — they present nothing new. It is 
interesting that the basis of these accusations is a book, called 
akBaldghu%akbar (apparently the same as the epistle of al- 
Mahdi, addressed to Abu Tahir, the famous Qarmatian leader, 
quoted in the Farq bayna'kfiraq, pp. 278, 280-282; see L. Mas- 
sion’s Bibliography, p. 332, no. 15). The work is obviously an 
impudent fabrication. The author of the Kdfiya mentions a 
number of reliable and well-known Ismaili books, and invites 
the accuser to refer to these works, and not to one which does 
not belong to their literature. ' His defence generally is an ex- 
planation of the fact that words of the sacred text of the Goran 
have not, a' mere- literal meaiimg, and that Ismailism iii' nO' way 
contradicts the shaft at of Islam, either in spirit or in letter. 
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Further on he quotes the words of his opponent : “Know that 
the notorious pretender in Egypt who calls himself al-Hakiin 
bi-amri%lah (i.e. “ ruling by the command of God”), is in reality 
the one w^ho rules by what God has not ordered. He has nothing 
to do with the conditions with which an Imam has to comply, 
and he has nothing to do with the descent which he claims for 
himself. The elders of the family of the Prophet are in agreement 
on this point. The truth is that he is a descendant of ' Abdu’l- 
-lah b. Maymun al-Qaddah, who was a heretic. Moreover, if he 
were really a descendant of the house of the Prophet (‘itraf), 
w^ould it be possible for him to manifest so much foolishness and 
depravity, and acts directed against the sharf at ? All this makes 
it impossible for him to deserve the name of an Imam. No 
educated or intelligent man can be deceived by him. Only the 
blind and ignorant are fooled, or those greedy ones amongst his 
associates who know well that all that we have said here is true, 
but (pretend to disregard it) for the consideration of material 
advantages”. 

Here the case is stated with ail necessary outspokenness. 
The reference to the “agreement of the elders of the house of the 
Prophet” most probably has in view the solemn refutation of 
the genuineness of the Fatimid claims, and the proclamation of 
their impiety, staged in Baghdad with all pomp in 402/1011 i. 
Sayyid-na Hamidu’d-din proceeds to refute this passage word 
by W'Ord. To our great disappointment, his argument is based 
not on historical, but on religious considerations. He refers 
summarily to his previous works, al-Masdb%b ft ithhdti'l-Imdmat 
{Gtdde,:ll6), and the TanMhu’hMdt wa%mustaMl (Guide, 118). 
Ill the first the names of the “concealed” Imams are not men- 
tioned, and in the second, in the 26th hah, they are named in a 
complete genealogy of al- Hakim 2. There is, however, no 
reference to Ibn al-Qaddah in either these books. The most 
interesting point for us is the fact that he plainly rejects the 

' ; ^ ,Gf, de'Goeje, .‘‘Mtooire’b p. 6. . , 

2 Of, above, p. ,46. 
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•descent from Ibn al-Qaddah,^ and asserts al-Hakim's descent 
from 'All. • ' 

TMs is precisely a case of an esoteric wotk wMch. explicitly 
.states tlie view that the Eatimid descent was genuine. It is an 
excellent reply to that current of opinion amongst orientalists 
which is summed up by B. Lewis in his "Origins of Isma'ilism ’’ 
{p. 16): . . . "historical notes and references in dogmatic and theo- 
' logical works . . . where they occur, are probably , more reliable 
than the directly historical writings, because whereas the his- 
torical works are considered to be zahir^ or exoteric, the secret 
books on haqd'iq and ‘aqa’id are often esoteric, reserved for 
the chosen few, and thus may contain information withheld from 
the masses The Kdfiya exactly comes under this head: it is 
a confidential reply to an obviously strictly confidential inquiry 
from a local bishop to the headquarters. It was, most probably, 
a kind of secret instruction as to the course of policy. Therefore 
the flat rejection of any connection with Ibn al-Qaddah, and the 
absence of any reference to the fact that he was merely a kujjat^ 
or Iiijdb, etc., is of considerable significance. 

But it is possible to add something even more decisive, if 
we accept the argument of B. Lewis. In his work, Kanzu% 
-walad (cf. Guide, No. 190), which is one of the few most secret 
and important esoteric works in Ismaili literature, Sayydd-na 
Ibrahim b. ahHusayn al-Hamidi (d. 557/1162), the second 
Yamanite dd%, in the tenth chapter, plainly mentions ' Abdul-Iah 
b. Muhammad b. Isma'il as the successor of his father. Further 
on, he plainly calls al-Qa’im the of 'Abdul-lah al-Mah(h, and 
a few lines later, referring to Muhammad b. Isma'il, he adds :— 
['■wa huwa mansuh ild 'Abd bin Maymun fiH4arbiyat’\ — ie. 
"and he is said to be brought up by 'Abd {sic) b. Maymun’’. If 
really the GMyatu'l-mawdlid is the work of Sayyid-na al-Khattafa, 
we must take it for certain that Ibrahim al-Hamidi knew it. 
And if so, it is plain that he simply ignored it, only adding, with 
iQiuch/doubt in his tone, a few words concerning the supposed 
connection of the Imam with Ibn al-Qaddah. 
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■ It is .disappointing to find that in defence' of ahHakim 
Say3rid-na Hamidii’d-din .prefers to offer nothing but some 
compliments to his piety and strict adherence to the injunctions 
of the sharl^at, and a reminder, that he is recognised as an Imam 
by milions, who obey him., etc. But we must be grateful to him 
for his courage in raising the problem so plainly, without the 
usual evasive circumlocutions of the majority of Ismaili authors, 
His high position and established reputation probably permitted 
to him to be so outspoken, without any fear that his expressions 
might be wrongly interpreted by his rivals. His contemporary, 
the of Syria at the time of al-Hakim, Abul-Fawaris Ahmad 
b, Ya‘qub, was in a different position, and had to use more 
diplomatic language. 

In his epistle to one of his subordinate dd'is (cf. Guide, 148), 
preserved in the second volume of the Majmu^uH-tarbiyatyhe 
also apparently refutes such allegations, but does this in a manner 
more usual among the Ismailis, by not referring to the substance 
of accusations explicitl^r. His interesting work is a useful 
summary of the doctrine of the Imamat, as it was at the end of 
the fourth/tenth c., concisely and clearly formulated. This is 
why it was selected by the compiler of the chrestomathy. It is 
divided into 16 bdbs, dealing with the different points of the doc- 
trine: the necessity for an Imam, the insufficiency of the Coran 
and the rules of external worship alone for guidance, on impossi- 
bility of an Imam being elected, the nass (5. IV), the refutation 
of the Zaydis, the preferential right of ‘Ali to the Imamat, the 
impossibility of having two or more Imams at one and the same 
time. The ninth bdb specially explains why the Imamat can 
never pass to any one who is not an AM by birth. The Xlth 
bdb explains the impossibility of the discontinuance of the line 
of the Imams. It quotes the genealogy of ai-Hakim, not men- 
tioning the names of the three concealed Imams and also a 

^ He mentions after al-Qa*im as nsnal al-Mahdi bil-lah b. aZ-a’twwa- 
tiHh-t}ialathat€l-ma^turin b. Ja‘far as-§Miq, etc. Both 

Isma'^il and Muhammad b. Isma‘ll are overlooked, at least in my copy. 
That this is simply the scribe’s error, is clear from the 13th 

■ lO ' ' 
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portion of tiie sermon, delivered by Mm (at that time an eleven 
years old boy) in 386/996, on his ascending the throne after the 
death of his father, 'al-'Aziz. The Xllth hob explains the 
validity of the succession of a minor; the Xlllth hob givefe a 
reply to the question why^ the Imamat must remain in the Hne 
of Muhammad b. Isma‘il, although this would go contrary to 
the rules laid down in fiqh about inheritance in general. The 
XIVth hob explains the doctrine of istitdr, or oceultation; the 
XVth hah explains, why the genealogy of the Imam should be 
publicly repeated in the mosques; and the XVIth bdb deals 
with, the question of the situation wMch arises when several 
sons of the Imam claim to be mansus, but the real heir apparent 
is prevented from proving his rights.^ 

From the list of the contents it is obvious that the author 
has intentionally touched on all the questions which were 
disputed in his time; but he has done it in an abstract and general 
form. All the traditional proofs of the Imamat are mentioned 
here, the difference is explained between the mustaqarr Imam and 
the mustawda^ etc. It is disappointing that in the case of the 
latter only Biblical examples are cited, and not those from the 
Islamic period. 

Speaking of the Ismaili esoteric authors of the time of al- 
- Hakim bi-amri%ldh, it is impossible to pass in silence over the 
question of the relevance to the matter of the genealogy of 
al-Mahdi, and of the testimony contained in the sacred literature 
of the Druzes. Through the chance that copies of these books 
came at an early date into European libraries, and wei^e specially 
studied by the famous Arabist of the beginning of the XIXth c., 
Sylvestre de Sacy (1758-1838), in his monograph, Expose de 
la Religion des Druzes” (in 2 vols., Paris, 1838), the Druze ideas 
on the Imamat, etc., came into circulation long before those of 
the Ismailis. This has led to many misunderstandings,— this 
time not imposed by the bias or religious fanaticism of the inter- 

1 Though no names are mentioned, the matter obviously refers to 
the sons of Imam Ja‘far, 
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iiiediaiy orthodox historians, hut born of insufficient familiarity ■ 
with Shfite psychology and affairs on the part of the orientalists 
themselves. S. de Sacy has obviously misunderstood many of 
these matters, and his errors were aggravated by others. It is 
really high time that the whole Druze literature was re-examined 
in the light of the progress of Islamic studies during the last 
hundred years, and especiaUy of original Ismaili works. 

The Druzes, as a Shiite sect, apparently have much in 
common in their origin with the Ali-ilahis of Persia and Turkey, 
the Nusayris or Alawites of Syria, and probably the real Qarma- 
tians of Bahrayn, or the sect to which belonged the Ummu% 
-Icitdh, wffiich by chance is still regarded as a sacred book by the 
Isrnailis of Central Asia. 

It is easy to see why these Isxtremist groups acquired 
ascendency at this time: the activities of al- Hakim were such as 
to appeal to these fanatical groups, and stimulate their tendency 
towards the '‘perfecting” of the moderate Ismaili doctrine. As 
is knowm, al-Hakim w^as born in 375/985, and ascended the throne 
as a boy of ten or eleven after the death of his father, al-'Aziz,. 
who died on 386/996. It is difficult to say whether he was really 
insane, as the anti-Patimid sources maintam, or whether he was 
simply a "spoilt child”, accustomed since his early age to have 
all his caprices fulfilled, and gradually losing all sense of pro-^ 
portion and reality in his actions. However strange it may be, 
such freakish and insane-seeming behaviour on the part of reli- 
gious persons has everywhere and always a great appeal for the 
masses: all kinds of faqirs, mendicant darwishes, etc., specially 
cultivate it,— it is indeed their stock in trade. It is therefore 
by no means impossible that these "insane ” actions of al-Hakim, 
invariably coloured by a kind of out and out "democratism”, 
contained a considerable element of the mere search for popu- 
larity, and of consciously "playing to the gallery ”. ^ 


5 Gf. also above, p. 123. 
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Comparing the Druze ideas with those of Ismailisnij, we find 
that ill place of a highly systematised and elaborate scheme of 
Islamic theology, such as is the Fatimid doctrine, we have a 
chaotic bundle of superstitious mystic speculations in which 
■commonsense is the least prominent element. The Druze ideas 
on the Imamat, succession, and geneaiog}^ of the Imams, etc. , are 
quite different from those of the parent religion. The basis of 
their system is the doctrine of the incarnation of the Deity in. 
human, form, which is not found in the Fatimid system. The 
Imams, Prophets, etc., are of little importance, and historical 
facts are handled with the greatest lack of ceremony. 

The Deity, Mawla-na, Our Lord, has incarnated Himself in 
human form ten times, as: ‘Ali, ai-Bar, ‘Alya, Mffill, ai-Qa’im, 
al-Mu‘izz, ai-‘Aziz, Abu Zakariya, al-Mansxir, and al- .Hakim. 
The order of the incarnations varies in different w^orks It is 
revealed that ‘Ali appeared in India, in the town called Chin- 
-u-Machin (not in Mekka or Medina, as we are accustomed to 
think, cf. Sacy, I, 18). But no wonder, — this 'AH was quite 
different from the 'Ali ibn AM Talib known to history. The 
latter, it is revealed, was in reality 'All ibn 'Abd Manaf (why, 
and how, I have failed to discover) 2 . He was nothing in 
himself, simply a slave and a servant of Our Lord. 'Abduldah 
al-Mahdi was Ms nihdyat, i.e. in him the excellent qualities of 
'Ali have found their perfect development, because al-Mahdi 
was superior to him. The reason is that ' Ali swore allegiance to 
Abu Bakr, 'Umar and 'Uthman, and with all the support he 
commanded, and the resources at Ms disposal, he was defeated 
by Mu'awiya, and Ms sons become the latter's subjects, while 


1 Se© d© Sacy, “Expose”, vol. I, p. 18-19. Strangely ©nougii, the 
number of incarnations, — ten,- — reappears much later on in the Indian 
Ismaili communities, which to a great extent combined the doctrine of 
Ismailism with Hinduistic beliefs, such as the theory of Das Avatar. 
There can hardly be any possibility of direct borrowing, or of common 
origin, unless we postulate a Qarmatian source (remember the ten Tqda- 
Bi 3 rya') in the case of both. 

2 Cf. R. BGdwu%tawhld U-da^waWl-haqq (No. 7 in de Sacy’s list): 
. . . huUu-hum ytisMmn ild *AU b. Abi^TdUh wa huwa ^ All h. ^Ahd Manaf . . . 
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ai-Malwfi, witliout money and with a handful of men, achieved 
what 'All was never able to achieve ‘ 

The basic condition for the incarnation of Our Lord is to be 
“born in the purple”, to be a sovereign king from the start*. 
Therefore Our Lord, after these mysterious 'Alyas, a!-Bars, 
Mu' ills, was incarnated first in al-Qa’im alone. Nor does this 
mean that in this capacity of his, he (al- Hakim) was the son of 
ah 'Aziz, and the father of so-and-so; no. Our Lord incarnates 
Himself wherever and whenever He desires, without any rules 
being laid down for Him 

'All, son of Abu Talib (or, as we have seen, in reality of 
Afod Manaf), really was the asds (i.e. the founder of the line of 
the Imams) at the time of "Muhammad b. 'Abdil-iah” (as 
Muhammad the Prophet is always called in the Druze books), 
who was the sixth Natiq, or law-giver. The earlier Imams are 
hardly ever referred to, except for Ja'far a§-Sadiq, who is occa- 
sionally cited simply as a theologian, in connection with some 
familiar sayhigs. 

Islam, the religion revealed to Muhammad b. 'Abdil-lah, 
was not final or perfect. The proof of this is that by now, i.e. 
four hundred years after him, the Christians still outnumber 
the Muslims in Egypt, Northern Africa, Syria, etc. The last 
and final, the Seventh Natiq was Muhammad b. Isma'il, who has 
revealed a new law, cancelling that of Muhammad (although in 
fact, they often are referred to as shan' atayn'\ the "two 
religions”, explained in marginal glosses as tanzU wa ta'wU)> 
But it also transpires that the Last, Pinal, and Seventh Natiq 


^ Ibid,, as the eoiitinuation of the above, 

2 cf. jg. al-Baldgh wa^n-mlmyat fVt4awMd (No. 9 in the list). Per- 
haps it would not be too haasardous to conjecture that this belief may be to 
some extent an explanation of the strange act of al- Hakim in appointing 
as his heir apparent his remote relative, a direct descendant of al-Mahcfi 
by a different line, Abu’l-Qasim ‘Abdu’r-Bahman (or ‘ Abdu’r-Babtna) 
b. al-Yas b. Abi 'All Ahmad (d. 382/992) b. al-Mahdi, who was proclaimed 
as heir to the throne in 404/1013. After al-Hakim’s death he proclaiined 
himself the independent ruler of Syria (where he was the governor). But 
Ms rule soon became unpopular, he was arrested, brought to Egypt, cast 
into prison, and died there about 415/1024, probably poisoned. 
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was al-Mahdi a.s well Further, in addition to these duplicated 
seventh Natiqs, Our Lord al-Hakim has also revealed a new 
religion, — obviously the one compiled by Hamza, the founder 
of the Druze sect. 

It is interesting to note that just as 'All was the asds of the 
time of Muhammad the Prophet, so 'Abdul-lah b. Maymuii 
al-Qaddah was the asds of Muhammad b. Isma'iL ^ But, to 
oxir surprise, the very same "Abdul-lah appears also to be the 
mas of al-Mahd! and just as between ‘All and Muhammad b. 
Isma^il there were six links, so there should have been six (or 
even seven) links between Muhammad b. Isma'll, Ms asds 
L4bdu’l-iah, and al-Mahdi. Seven names are really quoted: 
Isma‘11 (II), Muhammad, Ahmad, ‘Abdul-lah, Muhammad, 
Husayn, and Ahmad. It appears that al-Mahdi was either this 
latter Ahmad, or the son of this Ahmad On top of all it appears 
that ‘ Abdul -lah, mentioned as the fourth name in tMs line, was 
^Abdul-lah b. Maymun al-Qaddah himself. The next name, 
that of Muhammad, is accompanied with a note to the effect 
that he was “of the stock of al-Qaddah and of Htisayn ,^^ — which 
Husayn, is not explained. And his successor, the sixth in the 
line, Husayn, is noted as merely- “of .the stock of al-Qaddah’’ 

Thus we have three 'Abdul-lah b. Maymun al-Qaddahs to 
deal with: the first was the asds of Muhammad b. Isma'il, the 
-second was the asds of al-Mahcfi, and the third was an Imam, 


1 As is stated in an-Naqdu%hhafl^ by (^<5* ^ hi the list), 

Mxpose, I, 74 ad 79, al-Mahdi, or Sa‘id b. Ahmad, was the seventh 

Ndtiq, In ar-Madd ‘‘aWn-Nusayn (No. 15 in the list), he is called the 
h/ajjat of al-Qa’im, apparently using the term in the higher sense which it 
has in later Persian Ismaiiism. But it is definitely stated that he was the 
father of al-Qa’im: azhara’UMawld nafsu-hu min-hu, i.e. ‘Mianifested 
himself from him”. He, al-Qa’im, was acting and speaking through ai- 
-Mah(h. 

2 Cf. Expose, I, 84-85. Sometimes he is simply called “Qaddah”, 
and sometimes Maymun al-Qaddah, so that there is complete chaos. 

3 The same “Qaddah” is called the wast (i.e. asds) of al-Mahd! in 
the same an-Naqdu%khaJl QSo. 6 in the list). 

4 He is usually called in Draze texts Sa‘ id b. Ahmad, obviously for 
Muhammad b. Ahmad of the Ismaili texts, the uncle and guardian of al- 
«MahdI.'' 

^ Of. Exposi,!, Sd. 
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the descendant of Muhammad b. Isma‘il, midway between 
the latter and al-Mahdi. 

At the same time one of the sacred works respectfully quotes 
the saying attributed to al-Muhzz: “I am the seventh in the 
second heptade ; after me there will be no more complete hep- 
fade” As is knomi, al-Mudzz really was the fourteenth 
Imam, according to Ismaiii ideas, and al- Hakim the sixteenth. 
Therefore, although the saying was invented (or amplified) in 
at- Hakim’s time, it is obvious that the Ismaiii genealogy was 
recognised as true. Moreover, speaking of the Imams after 
Muhammad b. Isma'il, it is said that ''they were three, and al- 
-Mahdi was the fourth of them”, and it is added that they had 
also three '‘klmlifas'' What were these hhaUfas: mmtawda^ 
Imams, or their hdhs, or Imjjats ? ^ 

iVil this may be an excellent specimen of highly mystic 
speculations, but from the point of view of history it is pure 
nonsense. 

We have already discussed (cf. above, pp. 45-46) the theory 
of B. Lewis, "The Origins of Isma'ilism”, pp. 7i~73, concerning 
the "hidden Imams”, based partly on these speculations of the 
Bruzes, and partly on a faulty copy of the Ghdyatu'l-^nawdUd, 
in which the name of the Imam 'x4.bdu’l-lah b. Muhammad b. 
Isma'ii is omitted from its proper place. The genealogy of the 
Fatimids, suggested by him, Muhammad b. Isma'il — Ahmad 
— Husayn — 'Ali (from the Ghdyatu'l-mawdUd) — al-Qa’im, is 
Impossible. Muhammad b. Isma'il was most probably born 

1 Of. an-Naqdul-khafl (No. 6). 

2 m-Slratu'Umwtaqlma (No. 12). Also the same in an-Naqdu% 
•‘khaf% where it is said that al-Mah(h was the fourth of the khulafd^: wa 
huwa rdbi^u'l'khulafd' wa huwa Sa^’ld b. Ahimid* 

3 According to the Fatimid terminology, the members of the first 

heptade of the Imams were called while those of the second — 

khulafd^. Thus this title was applied both to al-MahdS and al-Qa’im. 
it is difficult to see what is meant by the Bruzes; cf. m-Slratu^l-mustaq^ma : 
wa hdnWthdhalathat alkidMn rdbi^u^hum Sa^td b. Ahmad al-Mahdi dawr 
Muhammad ihn Ismd%l wa thaldth khulafa" min qahli-him. Thus it appears 
that in the dawr of Muhammad b. Isma‘il there were seven Imams, and 
the khulafd' were the first three, — al-Mahdi was not one of these, con- 
trary to what , is stated above. 
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about 120/738, and al-Qa’im died in 334/946, As already men- 
tioned above, this gives five generations for 214 lunar years, or 
43 years per generation. Even if we restore the omitted name 
of ^Abdiil-lah, it shall be 36 years per generation, while for the 
historical Fatimids it is only 23. Of. above, p. 54. 

Thus a reference to the original text completely changes 
the situation. This is particularly necessary with regard to 
the Druze texts: de Sacy’s analysis or summary is quite obsolete 
now. His ''orientation” is quite different from the modern be- 
cause he, with all his great erudition, had no knowledge of many 
matters which have become known in the course of the century 
wMch has elapsed since his time. 

We can now easily see that the talk of Ibn al-Qaddah being 
the ancestor of ai-Mahdi transformed every 'Abdul-lah into 
' Abdul-iah b. Majmnm al-Qaddah. This was in no way repug- 
nant to the mystical mentality. These transformations prove 
only one thing definitely, i.e. that knowledge concerning the 
true bearer of the name was as vague in sectarian circles as it 
was in those of their opponents. For noii-Ismailis he was a 
kind of Shaytan, who was always at hand to be blamed for 
ever 3 dhing. For the sectarians it was the name of a supposed 
saint, about whom their memory was blank. But, as many 
other genuine saints were just in the same position, the^^^ could 
give him the benefit of the doubt. 

The perusal of the Druze literature which is chiefly based 
on these mystic, or merely superstitious beliefs, is very instruc- 
tive, as it allows us an insight into the hidden causes of various 
prejudices in the handling of historical tradition : we can see that 
ai-Mahdi, although he was supposed to be the (second) Seventh 
Hatiq, the reyealer of the Final and the Most Perfect Religion, 
and although he was admittedly the father of the first and 
greatest incarnation of Our Lord, al-Qa’im, and was superior 
in rank to 'Ali and all ids predecessors, he, al-Mahdi, was never- 
theless regarded as the "slave and subordinate” of Our Lord, 
Ms son, al-Qaim. Why is tMs so ? ■ We may with full right 
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suspect that it is not only because he was not '*bom ih the 
purple’*, but also for a reason that may appear very trivial to 
us: Ms name was 'Abdu’l-lah or, still worse, 'Ubaydul-Iah. A 
person with such a plebeian name cannot be the Lord. It is 
moreover quite possible that this is one of the reasons why aU 
the numerous L4.bdul-lahs were so easily associated with * Abdul- 
-lah b. Maymun: because 'abd, slave, cannot be the name of the 
Lord. 

We may suspect that the omission of al-Mahdi in the 
GMpatu%m,awdUd, and his replacement by a spurious 'All, was 
not only due to the confusion of himself with Muhammad b. 
Ahmad, surnamed Said, Ms uncle, but was also influenced by 
the same prejudice. 

Turning again to the Ghdyatu%mawdUd, we may see that, 
so far as the Qaddah myth is concerned, this work apparently 
forms the first and as yet a very feeble attempt at compromise. 
Here “al-Qaddah,” — it is not clear whether Maymun or his 
son, — appears as one of those to whom certain Imams entrusted 
iwassci) their heirs during their minority. Leaving aside the 
Biblical prototypes, it appears that the predecessor and suc- 
cessor of ‘'al- Qaddah” during the Islamic period were the follow- 
ing: — Muhammad b. al-Hanafiyya as the wasl in charge of 
Imam Husayii {sic, an obvious error for ‘Ali b. al-Eusayn, 
surnamed Za3mul-'abidin, — an entirely spurious tradition, 
which rests apparently on some special, non-historicai grounds. 
Husayn, of course, was an elder brother of Muhammad b. al- 
-Hanafiyya) and, later, al-Mahdi Saldul-Khayr in charge of 
ai-Qalm. ^ There is, however, not a word to the effect that 

i It is interesting that while accommodatiiig ‘Abdul-lah b. Maymun, 
Sayyid-na Idris not only separated him from his father, but also took into 
consideration the usual story concerning his being succeeded by his son 
Ahmad (in his part of the progenitor of the Fatimids). As may be seen 
from the translation of the ZcSvru%ma^ dnl^ further on, he mentions that 
‘Abdu’l-lah b, Maymun handed his high rank after himself to an Ahmad, 
But this Ahmad was a descendant of ^ Al% and noi his son. It would be 
exceedingly interesting to find out whether there was anything like a 
historic foundation for this detail, and whether Sayyid.-na Idris does not 
her© entirely depend on his own pious imagination. 
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iMs* ''al-Q,addali'' was a miistawda' Imam, like al-Malidi. As we 
'Can see, Muhammad b. al-Hanafiyya, mentioned here, is also 
not always regarded as such. ' There is not the slightest ground 
for any belief that on. certain occasions Ismailism recognised the 
temporary transfer of the Imamat to a noii-Alid. Contrary to 
this, Ismaili dogmatic and esoteric works are not only unanimous, 
but also emphatic on the point that never, and under no 
'Circumstances, can the Imamat pass to any one who is not of 
the or progeny of Fatima- As mentioned above, the term 
mudawda' by no means always implies a mustawda' Imam. It 
Is an ordinary adjective, or participle, and may be applied to 
an3?' one. ^ 

Whatever may be the real relation between the Ghdyatul- 
-maimlld and the Zahml-ma‘dm of Say}dd-na Idris, a work of 
the middle of the ninth/fifteenth c., it appears that in the latter 


^ In addition to what has been said concerning the term mmtawda' 
on pp. 54 sq. above, it may be mentioned that Sayjdd-na Idris, speaidng 
of Ibn al-Qaddah {Zahru'l’ma!' dm. Text, p. 47), and Mniiammad b. 
Isma‘il having been entrusted to his care, employs the phrase: hafUu-hu 
tva mmtaiodd' amri-hi. The meaning of the last words is not clear. Some 
help may be derived from another passage in the same work (Text, p. 79), 
the story of the death of al-Qa’im, and the declaration of his will ; wa^staw- 
da^a-hu ruthata waladi-hm-Mansur, wa nassa ^alaydii wa ^dhada~hu la-hu. 
Fa-kdna Jawdhar mmlawda^’an Wl-Manmr bi'lddh. Taken oiit of its 
context, this quotation would prove beyond doubt, on the lines of the 
usual interpretation of the implications of the term mvstawda\ that 
Jawdhar was in fact a mmtawda‘‘ Imam for al -Mansur. The context, 
however, obviously a paraphrase of an early document (beg. of the Stra of 
Jawdhar), clearly shows that this was not the ease. And really, there 
obviously was no need in such a dignitary while al-Qa’im was himself 
living. It seems clear that in reality Jawdhar was nothing more than a 
trusted witness, and the physical guardian of the important state document 
containing the will of the caliph. By his position he was nothing more 
than a trusted treasurer and the manager of the palace. In the account 
there are plainly mentioned the sJmyukh and the sdMbu’r-rutha, probably 
the highest religious authority, and Jawdhar himself has to ask those 
present whether they realise his own position of trust with the Imam. 
It follows that there is no connection between his being the guardian of the 
document and his rank in the religious hierarchy. In the ambiguity of 
the Arabic relative pronotms it is not easy to be certa,ia whether the words 
wa nassa ^ alay -hi wa ^ahada-hu la-hu refer to Jawdhar, or to ai-Maiisur. 
The latter is more probable. Thus the expression mnstawda' a7nri-hi in 
all probability means “entrusted with the order, or will (of Isma*il) con- 
cerning him (i.e. Muhammad b. Isma‘il) ”, either the written or the oral 
declaration, — and nothing more. 
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the compromise is complete, and the Qaddah myth has been 
finally accommodated in Ismaili literature. 

Obviously under the influence of general historical literature, 
Sayyid-na Idris admits '‘al- Qaddah’’ as an Ismaili saint. He 
duly differentiates between the father, Maymun, and the son, 
"Abdul-lah. Both are canonised in the rank of Jpijabs^ i.e. 
trusted high priests, whose functions were to screen” the real 
Imam from Ms enemies. The father is associated with Isma'il 
fo. Ja'^far, and *Abdu’i-lah with Ms son Muhammad, to give the 
story a greater degree of verisimilitude. The story most probably 
has as much historical substratum as many other esoteric revela- 
tions of this kind. The institution of Mjdbs, most probably, 
belongs to a period at least a century later. There is not the 
slightest trace of it either in the Ithna-'ashari or in non-sectarian 
literature. Thus all this can be notMng more than a pious 
fiction. 

To sum up, the question of ' Abdul-lah b. Maymun so far 
as concerns Ismaili literature, stands as follows. The earliest 
sources never mention him, and apparently preserve no memory 
of Mm. Later, apparently after the theory, possibly advanced 
by Ibn Razzam, began to spread, we find documents unequi- 
vocally refuting these theories: the epistle of al-Mu'izz, and 
ahKdfiya by Hamidu’d-din al-Kirmani. Apparently these 
authors in fact knew nothing about him, and therefore were 
unable to pin down the falsificators by quoting any definite 
historical details. 

Still later, however, the legend becomes too widely known 
in non-Ismaili circles, and, in the absence of detailed historical 
information concerning that early period, too difficult to refute 
convincingly. Therefore a certain “tactical” compromise was 
introduced in Ismaili literature, and ' Abdul-lah b. Ma3miun, 
together with his father, were posthumously canonised in the 
rank of although this rank, most probably, had not come 

into existence until much later after Ms death. The process of 
the canonisation of these early worthies was completed not 
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earlier tiian the ninth/fifteenth. c., i.e, seven ce'iUuries after the 
death of 'Abdiil-lah h. Maymiin. 

It is therefore clear that there is very little probability that 
Ibn al-Qaddah played any prominent part in the launching of the 
Ismaili doctrine, and there obviously is no foundation whatever 
to regard him as the progenitor of the Fatimids. 



VI. TRANSLATIONS. 

Note . — In the translations offered here figures in heavy type, within 
square parentheses, show the beghming of the corresponcfcg pages in 
the original text of extracts in Arabic, edited further on. In the first 
two works, translated here, i.e. the Istiimu^l-Imdm and the Swat of Ja‘har 
al-Hajib, such figures refer to the text edited in the Bulletin of the Faculty 
of Arts, .Egyptian University, Cairo, vol. IV, 19B6 (published in 1939). 

It must foe carefully : noted that references in the indexes, given 
further on, if given in hemy type, refer to the original text, and to the 
' corresponding pages of the translations, as marked in the way men- 
tioned above. As the text of the first two' works is not published, here, 
•references 'bo tliese, in heavy type, are enclosed in parentheses m the index. 

1. IstitaruH-Imdm. 

(For the work and the author see above, pp. 7-10.) 

The Book on the Concealment of the Imam and the Bepar- 
t'lire of the Dd'ls to Different Provinces in Search of Him. 

In the name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate ! 

Praise be to God,— great praise, — which : is appropriate 
to Him, and wMck truly belongs to Him 1 And blessings of God 
be upon Muhammad, the head of God’s Apostles, and upon the 
members of Ms family, the pure, — great blessings I 
, 'Know, reader (of tMs book),— may God make thee a 
knower of the truth!.' — that as soon as the dd'ls lost touch with 
the Imam, and remained in great ' confusion, the principal 
amongst them held a meeting in the town of "Askar Mukram 
They were seven Abu Ghafir,. Abu Salama, Abul-Hasan b. 


1 Now iion-exisbeut, but in bfoe IV/X-th c. a large and flourisbing 
town on both banks of the Mashruqan (Abi Gargar) branch of the Qariin 
river in Khfijsistan, about 38 miles South of Shustar. Now ruins near 
Bandi Qlr. . 

^ As can be seen, there are only six names mentioned ; so it is in all 
copies that I have, been able to. examine. ■■■■, . , . ' ' 
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at-Tirmidliis Jiyad^ b, al-Khash'aini, Ahmad b. al-Mawsili, and 
x4bfi Muhammad al-Kufi, the latter being the father of Aba 
Mahzul, the one who (later on) slaughtered (at Saiamiyya) the 
dependents of our lords, the descendants of the Prophet, — 
blessings of God be upon them ! ^ 

When the people, mentioned above, met, they said: ‘'We 
have lost touch with our Imam. Without him our prayer, fast 
(etc.) is of no use. We do not know, to whom we should hand 
the religious tax (zakdt). ’’ (Later on) they held a meeting also 
with their subordinates (awliyd’) and sympathisers. These 
collected donations, and said to the dd'ls mentioned in the 
beginning of this narrative: “Go, disperse in the provinces of 
Persia, ‘Iraq, Harran and the Yaman, and search for him^h 
Accordingly, the dd'is started on their Journey, dispersing 
everywhere, each of them carrying with him a description of the 
appearance and characteristic features of the Imam. They 
travelled in the guise of wandering hawkers, carrying with them 
on their donkej^s different wares, such as pepper, aromatic 
plants, spindles, mirrors, frankincense, and different kinds of 
millinery that find demand amongst women. 

Amongst themselves they agreed tO‘ meet on a fixed date 
at a certain place, selected in every province, different districts 
of which were allotted to every one of them “to be toured. So 
that, completing their tour in a certain province, they would 
meet at an agreed place, informing each other as to whether 
they had collected any news (about the Imam). And if they 
could not find him in one province, they would tour another, in 
which another meeting place would be fixed. 

1 His name appears both in the form of Jiyad and Jiyada. 

2 Tiiig is quite impossible, and is probably due to the coincidence in 
names. Abii Muhammad al-Knfi, who is known to general history under 
the name of Zakruya b. Mahduya, the father of Abu Mahzul, i.e. Husayn 
surnamed §ahibu^sh-shama, “the one possessing a (prophetic) molo’% 
could not have been one of the senior dd%s in the early years of the third/ 
ninth c., because he had sons just over twenty years of age in 290/903. 

^ Harran, a town in Upper Mesopotamia, is here calledyaz^m, “island ”, 
or “section’* obviously in the sense of “province”, as the term is used in 
Ismaili texts. Cf. above, p. 20, note 1. 
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Whenever cliildren and women came around them, they 
would ask these whether there was in their locality a person, 
answering such- and-such description. This was done everywhere. 
‘Thus they toured the provinces of Aleppo (Halab), Upper 
Mesopotamia, [94] and other places, but found nothing. Later- 
on they came to the district of Hims, and happened to be 
near : Ma^arratu’n-Nuhnan 1. Their (next) meeting place they 
appointed the mosque of that town. So it happened that 
the Imam also was in the same district, namely in the hills 
of Sumaq (Jabalu’s-Sumaq), in the monastery known as '‘the 
Monastery of sparrows” {dayr 'asfurm), near Kafrabhum^. 

When Abu Ghafir, with Jiyada, were passing Ma'arratuhi- 
-Nu'nian, situated in the Sumaq hills, they were (as usual) 
shouting (offering) their goods: spindles, frankincense, mirrors, 
etc. Some women and children came out to them, and they, as 
usual, asked these whether there was amongst them a man, 
having such-and-such appearance. To their surprise, a boy and 
a woman demanded from them as a present something from their 
goods, promising to show them where the person answering 
their description could be found. They offered to them mastic, 
frankincense, and other things, liked by women and children. 
The woman and the child told them ^ that when just a short 
while ago they were passing near the “Monastery of sparrows”, 
(they saw) the person (standing) with his servant. Abu Ghafir 
exclaimed : “Allah, Allah ! Show me the way to the monastery 1 ” 
He rode on his donkey to, and reached the monastery. He took 

^ Salamiyya lies E.N’.E. from Hims, and E.S.E. from Hama, nearer 
to the latter, just over twenty miles. Ma‘arratu’n-ISru‘man is now a 
small town further N.W. It is probably referred to here because at 
tiiat early period it was more important than Hama (ancient Epiphania). 
Hims (ancient Emessa) is also pronorniced Homs. 

3 I". This obviously refers to what is shown on the map as 

‘‘Tell Afer”, approximately half way between Hama and Masyaf, re- 
garded as belonging to the district of the village Kafrabhum, about ten 
miles South of Hama. The name of the hills, JT. Sumaq, does not appear 
on the maps,— probably it is an earHer version of the present J. An- 
sariyya. For k-f-r q-w-m m&,d Kafrabhum. Sumaqa is now the name of 
a village East of Tartus. ' 

^ "Fot la~hu read (as in F.) ia-/mwa. 
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out} the paper with the description which he had with him (in 
order to refresh his memory), because he had never seen the 
Imam personally before that. Bnt when he glanced at the 
Imam, he (at once) recognised him from the description. He* 
rushed from his donkey and fell prostrated before God, thanking 
Him that he had found him, for whom he was in search. (Then) 
he bowed to the Imam, and the latter asked him: ‘"‘"Who art 
thou?^’ The dd% mentioned his name, and explained that 
seven of them, the dd%s, since that day exactly a year before, 
were in search of him, after they had lost touch with Mm. He, 
just as the other da%8, had searched for him (all the time), so 
far being unsuccessful. The Imam replied that he came to the 
place to Mde himself, and these people came to expose him. 
**But as thou hast come here, — added the Imam, — and as thou 
hast met me, — go hack, and send a word to ail thj^ colleagues 
to come here and see me, so that I ma}? meet them, and give 
orders with which you may return, by the will of God’\ 

With great relief and Jubilation Abu Ghafir went to his 
colleagues, who also were immensely gladdened. Ail came to 
the ‘‘Monastery of sparrows’’, to meet the Imam. He ordered 
them to return to their homes, and to inform the other dd'ls 
about his being found. So, the seven dWls returned, and in- 
formed all the dd'%8 everywhere. Later on a number of them 
visited the Imam, greeting him, and praising God at being 
able again to be in touch with him. The Imam received them 
with great kindness, and said to them : “ I lived hei’e for some time, 
but it is impossible to find here either medicine when required, 
or a surgeon for bleeding when one is in need of him, nor is there 
any bath available”. Therefore the dd'ls went (in search for a 
better place) to the towns Shabun (?), Hama, and Kafr Tab (?) 
Incidentally they visited Salamiyya. This was a newly built 


1 ShabUii (or Shayun), and Kafr Tab most ’ probably are tiie names 
of local villages, wMch no longer exist. They are not referred to by 
Tabari. , Perhaps Kafr Tab is the same as ‘Ayntab, the well known town 
North of Aleppo, now in Turkey. 
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town, fouiided by Muhaimnad b. ‘Abdfl-lah b. Salib, [95] 
whom the caliph sent away from Baghdad, ordering iiim to leave 
the city, and to find for himself a town in which he could build 
a house, and to live there There was near the site (of Sala- 
miyya) a collection of twenty-four Christian monasteries. 
Muliamraad b. 'Abdil-lah b. Salih built a wall around it (read 
miran), and settled there with his slaves, expelling the original 
inhabitants. He sent a word to the caliph in Baghdad, who was 
ills cousin, informing him that he had settled in a town, situated 
in a remote corner (of the kingdom) ; but he wished to make it 
prosperous, and for this reason he wished the caliph to send a 
proclamation to merchants in every town, inviting them to come 
and trade at its market, so that it might become wealthy. He 
built in three months’ time a bazar, being never tired of super- 
vising the workers. Merchants began to come and open their 
shops, and (Salamiyya) gradually became a prosperous town. 
The tradesmen who used to visit it did not iil^e to leave it; so 
(some) asked permission of the owner to settle there. The 
owner used to permit this to them, and the merchants began to 
bring their wares; their slaves began to deliver these, also 
requiring place to stay in the town. So in Salamiyya there were 
formed special quarters for merchants. The owner invited them 
to settle in groups (according to their origin). Therefore natives 
of different places settled separately: those who came from Baikh, 
from Medina, from Halab, Raqqa, etc. 

The dd‘is came to Muhammad b. ^Abdil-lah b. Salih, and:' 
said to him that there was a merchant from Basra who desired 


1 Salamiyya was not founded by Muhammad h. ‘Abdi’i-iah, but 
certainly considerably expanded by the attraction of new settlers. The 
town is very old, and, apparently, there must have been many Byzantine 
churches,— carved stones are still numerous there. The relatives of the 
Abbasids settled there soon after the change of the dynasty, i.e. about 
the middle of the second/eighth c. Muhammad b. ‘Abdi’i-lah b. §alih 
is not mentioned by Tabari, But his father already had a sumptuous 
house there, which the caliph. al-Mahdi (158-169/775*-785) visited';,. he was 
the governor of .Iraq, for a time, and it is . quite possible that, his son, 
Muhammad, was really exiled to his . father’s estate. ■ 
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to obtain the usual permission to settle in tlie town. (Tbe^ 
owner) ordered them to select a suitable plot in w’Mch the appli- 
cant would feel comfortable; he earmarked a plot along the main 
street^ near the bazar. The da%s bought for (tlieir Imam) the 
house of a certain Ahu Farha. The Imam settled in Salamiyya 
just in the same way as ordinary merchants. When he came to 
live there, he built high w^alls (around), pulled down old buildings^ 
and erected new ones. He married ; his followers and dd%s began 
to oome to him. Later on he built a new lofty building (qasr). 

The name of the Imam was 'Abdul-lah the elder (or the 
Great, Akhar) He used to send Ms dd'^s everyw^here secretly, 
commissioning them, or dismissing from service (as required). 
In appearance he was an ordinary merchant. Two sons were 
bom to him in Salamiyya, Ahmad and Ibrahim. He died 
thei^e, and his son Ahmad, not Ibrahim, succeeded him as an 
Imam. Imam Ahmad (b. 'Abdi’l-lah) had a son, al-Husayn, 
who (after his death) became the Imam; he was the father of 
al-Mahdi. Imam Ahmad also had another son, Sa* idul-Khayr. 
Imam al-Husayn lived until al-Mahdi was born to him Before 
his death he put his son in charge of his own brother, Sa^idul- 
-khayr, because al-Mahdl was still a minor. But Sa^id usurped 
the Imamat, and designated one of his own sons as his successor. 
This his son died (soon). Then he appointed another son, who 
also died. He had ten sons whom he appointed as Ms successors 
one after another, but all of them died. Thus he found that the 
Imamat can only belong to him who had the right to it. [96] 
Then he repented, and prayed God for forgiveness. Sum- 
moning all the dd'^s, he explained to them that he Mmself 
was only a guardian of (Ms nephew) al-Mahdi. Eealising tliis, 
Sa*id returned the Imamat to al-Mahdi (when the latter reached 
majority), giving an account of what he had done. In tMs way 


1 No other * Abdu’l-lah is mentioned further on. Most probably this 
is merely an honorific epithet, 

‘■i Of. above, p. 41 sq. 

A.. I'B 
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al-MaMi became the Imam A poet commemorated this in 
the couplet as follows : 

God has given thee something, than which there is nothing 
higher;' 

How many people there' are who wish prevent it from 
reaching thee, keeping it for themselves 
Instead of thee 1 But God denied it to all, handing it over 
To thee, — and thus the precious necklace is put around thy 
own neck 2. 

The first thing that al-Mahdi did ® was to invite Abii’l- 
-Husayn b. al-Aswad to stay in the town of Hama. He was a 
very clever man. Mahcli said to him: ^‘I appoint thee to be the 
head of all dd^ls; whomsoever thou makest a headman, he shall 
be the headman, and whomsoever thou makest a subordinate, 
he shall be a subordinate. Thou shalt reside on the road to 
Egypt”. After this the dd‘is began to report to Abul-Husayn, 
submitting to him the taxes which they collected (zalcdt), and 
presents, and he forwarded all this to al-Mahdi. , 

The first thing that Abul-Husayn (appointed as the chief 
dd%) had done in the way of altering the arrangements (which 
existed before him) was this: when Abu Muhammad, the dd‘l of 
Kiifa, died, he left three sons, — Abul-Qasim, Abu Mahzul, and 
Abul-' Abbas They had a brother-in-law, the husband of 
their own sister; they murdered him on the accusation of Ms 
being an enemy (of the religion), disobedient to the Imam. Their 
sister complained, but they insisted, saying that their brother- 
in-law was a traitor Abul-Husayn dismissed Abul-Qasim 
b. Abi Muhammad from the post of the dd‘i of Kufa; and the 
latter, together with his brothers, was furious. They wrote to 
al-Mahdi, complaining that Abul-Husasm deprived them of the 

r Cf. above, p. 42 sq. In y.- — lama-hum instead 

In F. the quatrain is omitted. The necklace is here a metaphor. 

® In instead of ‘amaZa. 

^ F. adds Muhammad (as a real name of this Abul-‘ Abbas). Further 
on'F.mB^dsi wahdna sihfun la-hum wa zawj . ^ , 

s In F.— wqfa^a.,,, 
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Ja^i-slaip of Kufa without any serious reason, or fault on their 

part. Ai-Mahdi sent no reply to them. 

The three brothers then conspired, ma'king a sworn agree- 
ment between themselves, to make a sudden attack on Salamiyya, 
and to kill this Ibn al-Basri ■ who empowered Abiil-Husayii to 
commit such an offence on them. They promised never to leave 
him alone until even the mention of ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib disappears 
from the world. After this they wanted, if possible, to kill 
AbuT-Husa3ni; if impossible, they intended to report on them 
to the government of Syria. 

News about this transpired to the da'ls resident in Baghdad, 
i.e, Hamid b. ah' Abbas, and Ibn 'Abd. Some ShiTtes^. wrote 
to al-Mahdi, informing him that the sons of Abu Muhammad 
conspired to murder him, with liis family. ‘‘If thou art sitting, — 
as they wrote, — then get up. The brothers have already 
started, intending to murder thee. If they do not succeed in 
this, [97] they^ vdll expose thee to Ahmad b. Tiiliin^. They 
say that thou art the enemy of the religion, and they want to 
expose thy affairs. Do everything to save thyself, without 
wasting a moment”. 

As soon as this news reached Mm, al-Mahdi gave orders to 
prepare for a journey. He took with Mm only Ms son Abul- 
-Qasim, and also Ja‘far the Chamberlain, Ibn Barka, and the 
tutor of Abul-Qasim^. He abandoned his residence with all 
that it contained: carpets, clothing, property, servants, and 
also the family of Ms uncle and brother, male and female, and 


1 111 F, — wa hanu jama'' atun . . . katahu . . . Strike out the coiniria 
after ash-shl^ati, 

2 After sahllan F. adds wa ilia, 

3 Ahmad b. Tulun was the governor of Egypt in , 254-270/868-884, 
and was dead long before the events. It is obvious that the author 
means Ihn 1’ulun, in the sense of a descendant of his, the Tulunid. In 
fact, the governor at that time was Ahmad’s grandson, Harun b. Khainruya 
b. Ahmad b. Tiilun {283-292/896-904). 

^ The reference to the tutor obviously implies that al-Qa’ini was a 
small boy at that time. Of. Slrat Jamjar, p. 110. Apparently this is the 
same person as Tayyib, often referred to in th.Q Sira : “his name was then 
Burkan; al-Mahdi bought him for the education of al-Qa’im”. 
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the children of Ibrahim. He entrusted all his wealth, with 
his house, wares and granaries, to Hasan b. al-Mhadh. He 
left at the time of the evening prayer, unnoticed by any one, 
entrusting everything (to God). 

When he came out from the limits of the town, he sat for 
a while, pondering over what was to be done, and praying God 
to give him the right decision. He then sent someone to Ghaylan 
ar-Rabahi a well-known man, an Arab, residing in the village 
called Salhab 2, who was a dependent of the family of al-Mahdi’s 
uncle.* He came with thirty horsemen, and al-Mahdi travelled 
the whole of the night, arriving in the morning in Hims whence 
Ghaylan returned to his village . Al-Mahdi continued his j ourney , 
the same day reaching Tripoli in Syria where he rested for a 
day. Then he went to Palestine, and stopped in Ramla s. Here 
he received the news that the sons of Abu Muhammad had 
reached Salamiyya, and were searching for him, fruitlessly. 

The brothers continued searching for al-Mahdi for a whole 
year. They came to his brother, Abu Muhammad, claiming 
him as their religious leader. But the inhabitants of Salamiyya 
pointed out that he was not their leader, who had fled, and was 
hiding in Ramla. (Hearing this), they continued their question- 
ing, and ultimately made themselves perfectly certain that 
al-Mahdi was hiding in Ramla. 

By this time one of the brothers, Muhammad, had returned 
to Hraq, but AbuT-Qasim and Abu Mahztil remained in Sala- 
miyya. They often visited AhuT-Husayn, secretly, in Hama, 
trying to find out from him information about al-Mahdi, and 


1 In. F,— . ar-Bayalii. ' 

2 Hot found on the ma.ps. 

3 The distance is about thirty miles by road. 

^ From Hims there is a direct road to Tripoli (there is nowadays a 
railway), and it is quite possible that al-Mahdi took this direction. But 
the Sira of Ja‘far (111-112) mentions the route Damascus, Tiberias, 
Ramla and Egypt. Thus it is obvious that both sources are independent 
of each other. It is difficult to decide which version is more reliable. 

5 Ramla is now a small village between Haifa and Jerusalem, near 
the railway junction called Lydda. In the Middle Ages it was an important 
place, — the first large town on the road from Egypt to Syria. 
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retiirning again to Salamiyya. When they realised that it 
was hopeless to find out anything from Abil-Hnsayn, and that 
they could not trace al-Mahdi, who was lost for them, Abhl- 
-Qasim, a real cheat, left, carrying with him the books (dafdtir) 
while Abn Mahzul continued to stay in Salamiyya. Abiil- 
-Qasim went to the tribe of Qasi 3 ryto 2 , giving them preference 
over other tribes. There were already some dd'is preaching 
amongst them, some of the subordinates of Abul-Husayn, 
They converted the leaders of these tribes, such as Sa‘dun b. 
Da‘laj amongst the Banu Malik, and also the headmen of Banii 
Mu^rid, Banu Hujayna, Banul-Balwa, Banu Fakhdash, Banu 
Hudhayl, and Banu Ziyad. These tribes swore allegiance to 
Abul-Qasim, followed him, rose in a rebellion [98] led by him, 
and collected together to march against Tughj ^ and Damascus. 
This Tughj was ruling Damascus with great injustice and t}T*anny. 
God avenged this on him, and these tribes fought him near the 
village called Mazzatu’l-Aba‘i Tughj ignominously fled. 

The insurgents inflicted heavy losses on his force, and be- 
sieged Damascus. Then they attacked him again near the place 
called Mazza (?), near the Madina gate again defeating him, and 
driving him into the city, placing him in a dangerous situation. 
Then Tughj sent a message to Badrul-Hamami, imploring him 
to send help, because his enemy was pressing him seriously. 


3- These dafdtir, “note-books’*, re-appear again in the story of the 
siege of Damascus (99), — obviously some sort of sacred writings. 

2 This is obviously Fatimiyyun, as the early Ismailis called them- 
selves. Cf. above, p. 80. Tabari, III, 2218, calls them the members of 
the Banu Kalb tribe, of the clan Banu’l-‘XJlays b. Pamdam. 

3 Probably Tughuch b. Juff, the founder of the dynasty of the 
Ikhshidids; he was the governor of Syria in 283-~293/896-906. 

^ Apparently non-existent now. 

The name in different MSS appears both as Mazza or Marra. Wlien 
on a visit to Damascus in 1937, I specially consulted the best authority 
on Syrian history. Prof. M. Kurd ‘Ali, who, however, told me that at 
present the only village of that name known near Damascus, lies in about 
three miles distance from it in a SW direction. This, however, seems 
hardly probable: the “Qarmatians” were moving from ISTE. Probably 
here one should read not the “Medina gate”, but “a gate of the city”. 
If so, perhaps this was the Bab Tuma : there is near it a ruin of a mosque 
called Masjidu’l-Mazaz, which may have some connection with an early 
village of that name somewhere further Horth near the city. 
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Badr came with a relief force from Egypt, aB-d succeeded in 
entering Daniascns without being observed by the Qarmatians ’h 
The cursed Abu Mahzul, meanwhile, left Salamiyya, and 
betook himself to Ramla, while his brother Abul-Qasim re- 
mained before Damascus, repelling the attacks every day. 
When Abu Mahzul came to Ramla, he incidentally met JaTar 
al-Hajib in the bazar, while he was purchasing provisions. A 
man who accompanied him, and who personally knew JaTar, 
said to him: '■'This is a servant of thy Master, about whom thou 
askest”. He followed Ja'far, and entered the house with him, 
and sat in the entrance porch, bidding Ja'far to convey his 
greetings to the Imam, and to tell him that he, Abu Mahzul, 
son of Abu Muhammad, mitst have an interview with him. 
If not, he would at once cry out and reveal the identity of the 
Imam (to the public). So Ja'far entered before al-Mahdi, and 
told him what had happened. To this al-Mahdi replied: "Now 
that he has seen thee, and discovered us, better bring him in, 
as otherwise he may expose us’’. ^ 

In Ramla al-Mahdi occupied a large plot, hiding in different 
buildings (on it). (Into one of these) Abu Mahzul was brought 
before al-Mahdi. When he entered, he bowed before the Imam, 
and the latter received him kindly and with respect. Then 
Abu Mahzul said: "0 my Lord, verily we, i.e. myself and my 
brothers, left our houses searching after thee. Now praise be 
to God who helped us to find thee. My brother came with a 
force which besieges ^ Damascus ; I left him when he was on the 
point of taking it. Come back, because thy position is so 
strong now. All purpose of our campaign w^as to satisfy thee, 
and to appease thy anger, which was provoked by the maohina- 


1 It is interesting that this incident is not mentioned in the Swa- of 
Ja'far. It is quite possible, of course, that even if it is substantially true, 
the name of Ja‘far appears here only because he was the best known of 
the private servants of al-Mahdi, and in reality it may have been some 
one else. 

2 Instead of baladi-na better read bilddi-nd, as in F. 

Instead, of /iu-dara read Aasam. ; ■ 
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tioris of Abiil-Hiisayn, who stirred' up us against each other. 
And if thou dost not wish to come personally, write a letter to^ 
my brother, to appease him, as he is angry with me”. 

Then al-Mahdi wrote a letter to his brother, asking him to 
forgive Abu Mahzul, and not to punish him in any way. He 
promised to come personally soon after the arrival of the letter. 
He also gave a letter to Abu Mahzul, addressed to Abu’l- 
-Husayn, bidding him to pay the bearer 500 dinars from the 
Imam’s funds, kept by the dd'%. 

Abu Mahzul then left, and went to Abiil-Husajm, and 
presented to him the letter of the Imam for payment. The 
dd% asked him, where [99] he had seen the Imam; and he replied: 
''at Ramla”. Abu’l-Husayn refused to pay aiwthiiig, and Abu^ 
Mahzul returned to his brother, w^ho -was still before the walls 
of Damascus. He met him in a somewhat unfriendh?' manner : 
"Thou hast come back, cursed one! Verily I shall murder 
thee!” At this Ahn Mahziil produced his letter. Wlieii his 
brother saw it, he kissed it, and read it. Then he asked : "Where 
hast thou seen him?” — "At Ramla”, replied Abu Mahziil, — 
"I had an interview with him”. His brother asked : "Didst 
thou really see him?” And he told him that the Imam gave 
him, in addition to this letter, also another, to Abud-Husayno, 
bidding him to pay 500 dinars, but when the letter was presented 
to him, he refused to pay anything. So he came to his brother 
to inform him about this. 

After this he, Abu’l-Qasim, summoned the headmen of 
Qasi3ryun from the tribe of Hudar, presenting to them his 
brother who had just arrived. He told them that next morning 
they would launch an attack at the Mazza gate. He ordered 
them to swear allegiance to his brother, for forty days, because 
the next morning he was going to heaven, and would return 
after forty days. The shaykhs accordingly s-wore allegiance 
for the period of forty days only. He ordered them to place 


1 This is to be read Fdtimiyyun. Cf. above, p. 166, note 2. 
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at the disposal of his brother five hundred cavalry, which should 
be hidden in a certain garden, and would be able to come out 
in the action at a proper moment. 

This was done, and they spent the night. Next morning 
they started the combat early, and Abu Mahzui went into 
ambush, in a garden. The forces of Tughj and Badru’l-Hamami 
emerged. Abul-Qasim ordered his men not to move until 
they saw himself mounting his she- camel. He made his she- 
camel lie, in the centre, while his troops were arranged on the 
right and the left. He was gazing into his book (daftar). 

Abu Muhammad, a dd'i, disagreeing with him, said: ''The 
enemy saw us, and is approaching ’b Abul-Qasim rebuked 
him: "Wait till I rise/^ When the dd^i insisted on his uttering 
the (word of) command, and the enemy was quite close, he 
threw a handful of dust (towards the enemy), exclaiming: "0 
Lord, burn their eyes with fire!” Then his she-camel stood up 
with him, and he shouted: "O Ahmad, O Muhammad, O 
Nasru’l-lah (= help of God), descend! ” The troops attacked 
each other, but very soon Abul-Qasim was wounded by a man 
belonging to the force of Badrul-Hamami, and fell off (the camel). 
Badrul-Hamami shouted his men to dismount and to sever 
Abiil-Qasim/s head. And while his head was being severed, 
an explosive missile of naphtha was thrown by some one, and 
it burnt all — the murderer, the murdered, and the she-camel. 
At this moment his brother rushed from his ambush, putting 
Tughj and Badrul-Hamami to flight, and chasing them (to the 
city), after a sanguinary battle. 

When they had fled, and when the troops had collected in 
their camp, they began to talk (saying) that their master had 
gone to heaven, and that they should disperse. But Abu 
Muhammad, the dd‘t, and their leader, told them that they had 
sworn allegiance to the brother of the deceased for forty days, 
until He should .return. And if he did not return, they would 
have the right to disperse. Thus he made them wait for forty 
days. (Soon after this) the inhabitants of Hims sent a petition 
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to AM Mahziil to come to their town, abandoning Damascus, ; 
and promising obedience. So he did, raising the siege of Damas- | 
cus, and departing for Hims. [100] 

During the time at which all these events happened, Mawla- 
-iia al-Mahdi resided in Ramla, receiving reports. 

Abu Mahzul then marched to Hims, and its inhabitants 1 

offered submission and obedience to him. Abiil-Husayn, | 

amongst different local headmen, came from Hama to con- | 

gratulate him. When Ahu Mahzul saw him, he glanced at him ! 

with such hatred that the da% became frightened, and fled, 
hiding himself wdth some one of his associates. When next 
morning the headmen re-assembied to greet him, Abu Mahzul 
inquired about Abu’l-Husa}^!, whom he could not see amongst 
them. He was told that Abu’l-Husayn had fled. So he ordered 
(them) to make a public announcement to the effect that any 
one found harbouring Abul-Husayn would be executed, and his 
property confiscated. This proclamation ^ wms made on seven 
days, and then the dd'l was found, and brought before him. 
Abu Mahzul told him that his evil actions could not be worse 
than these. To this Abu’l-Husa 3 ni’s reply was only that what- 
ever God does, He does the best. Abu Mahzul treated him 
severely, and ordered him to be paraded on a camel, tied together 
with his son. They were dishonoured publicly, and cursed. 
After this they were brought to the camp in chains. The 
shaykhs of the Qasiyyun (Fatimiyyim) intervened on his behalf, 
asking (him) not to molest him, as he was their headman, and 
spiritual leader.^ To this Abu Mahzul replied that he had no 
evil intentions against him, and that nothing bad would happen 
to” him. After this he marched from Hims to Salami^^^a, 
carrying with him Abul-Husaym and his son. 

1 Correct ahmundddl into al-munddL 

2 Here, and in several places further on, the shaykhs of the 
Fdtimiyyun are made to act differently from the other “ Qarmatians 
It is quite possible that the mvading force really included non-Ismaiii 
elements, who joined it merely for the sake of loot, perhaps even real 
Qarmatians. Thus it is quite possible that in the matters connected 
with religious motives conflicts could arise very often. Cf. also p. 175. 
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He camped near the village called Eayaha with, his troops 
and the two prisoners, and ordered his servants to dig a pit in 
the middle of the camp in order to bury Abul-Husayn alive. 

This, however, was not done, and in the morning the troops 
'Continued their march to Salamiyya. They ultimately camped, 
.and Abiil-Husayii was (still) amongst them, — nothing unto- 
ward so far had happened to Mm. The place at which the 
invader camped was, near the gate of al-Hafnada He remained 
there for three days, before he executed Abul-Husayn. 

(On his arrival) the elders of the family of the HasMmites 
•came out to greet him; these included Hasan b. Mifadh, (re- 
presentatives of the) follow^ers of al-Mahdi, and also his relatives 
and associates, x4bu Muhammad, the . brother of al-Mahdi, 
was ill at that time, and expired on the day on which the cursed 
Abu Mahziii arrived. The latter remained (near Salamiyya) for 
•a fairly long time before he arrested all the elders of the family of 
the HasMmites, ordering them to be brought in chains to the 
camp. (This time) he left in peace the followers of al-Mahdi, 
causing them no harm. When the. leaders of the Qasiyyun 
'(Eatimiyyiin) tribes saw what he had done with the HasMmites, 
they came to Abu Mahzul in a body, imploring him to release 
these, as ' they wnre relatives of the caliph of Baghdad. Abu 
Mahzul yielded to their demands. Next mormng he rode to 
Hama, coming straight to the house of Abul-Husayn, and the 
quarte.rs of Baiiu ‘Uthman b, Hijaz, looting all the property of 
al-Mahdi and the personal possessions of Abul-Husayn.' (As 
mentioned above) the house of the latter was the treasury of 
al-Mahdi, [101] 

While still in Hama, Abu Mahzul received information that 
Abul-x4ghaiT as-Salami left Baghdad with a force to pursue 
the rebels. He re-arranged Ms troops, appointing ‘Atr b. 
al-Qandasi al-Alimi as the' commander of a special force, which 
he sent against the troops , of Abul-Agharr.' The two forces 


Apparently it does not, exist now. ^ ^ ' 

2 The reading is uncertain: al-Hafanda, al-Haqida, etc. 
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met on the banks of the EnphrateSj and attacked each other; '* 
the troops of Abu’I-Agharr were defeated, and he himself fled, j' 
His whole luggage, everything, was captured, and his own. son was 
killed In the loot was found, the letter of the Hashimites of 
Salamiyya in which they implored al-Mdtadid ^ for help, and 
asked him ‘Ho extinguish the fire before it spreads ’h | 

When the troops returned to Abu Mahzul, informing him of I 
the flight of the enemy, the capture of the whole of his luggage* f 
and their discovery in the loot, — the letters, he took the letters 
of the Hashimites, and, calling the shayklis of the Qasiyyun, 
made them acquainted with it they contained. He then said 
that these were the letters of those people whom the shaykhs 
defended: these people asked al-Mu‘tadid to send troops against 
them, and to kill him, x4bu Mahzul, and the shaykhs themselves, 
together with him. 

About all these events al-Mahdi, who was staying in Hamla, 
was well informed. Tayyib, the tutor, was travelling between 
Salamiyya and Hamla, carrymg the news. Also Umm ‘Ali (the 
nurse), whom (the little) Abul-Qasim (= al-Qahm) was calling 
for, weeping very much, went to Ramla, safely reaching the 
place together with another woman. So al-Mahdi could see 
from Ramla what was going on with Abu Mahzul, and what 
he did after his retreat from Damascus to Salamiyya. The 
news was also received of what he had done with Abu’l-Husa3m 
and his son, and of his looting and burning the house of the dd%. 

When the petitions of the Hashimites of Salamiyya, ad- 
dressed to al-MuHadid, and found in the archives of the son of 
Abul-Agharr, were shown to the shaykhs of the Fatimiyyun, all 
the dd‘ts agreed that as these people had acted in this way, Abu ; 
Mahzul might do to them what he found necessary. He (at 
once) sent his men after them, and they were arrested: Ahmad 
b. Muhammad, Ibrahim b. Muhammad, Salih b. Muhammad, 

1 Tills Ixappened on the 15th Ramadan 290/12 Aug. 903. Cf. p. 82. 

2 In reality the caliph was al-Muktaf! (289-295/902-908), and not 

al-MuHadid. . ' ' ■ . 


istitIef’l-imIm:. 


[Bulletin, 101-102] 173 


Fadl b/Abdil-lah, ‘Abbas b. ‘Abdil-lah, Balhaja b. ‘Abdil-lali, 
and many other Hashiiiiites, — there were altogether ninety five 
shaykhs. When they were brought before him, they asked, 
what for he sent for them . He showed them the correspondence, 
and asked them whether these were not their own letters, 
written in their own hand-writing, the petitions in which they 
implored the caliph al-Mu‘tadid for help, asking him to send 
troops against the invaders. Ahmad b. Muhammad, who was 
the speaker of the party, admitted this, and implored forgiveness. 
To this the accursed Abii Mahzul replied that God would never 
forgive him, if [102] he forgave them. 

He then ordered them to be dragged in chains to the Jewish 
gate, where all of them should be decapitated by a Jewish 
convert, a man originally from Palm 3 na (Tadmur) Next 
morning he sent his men to the Hashimite quarters to burn their 
women and children, male and female. The number of victims 
was 141, — all of them were killed. A public proclamation was 
made forbidding anyone to bury or hide their bodies, on penalty 
of death. The bodies remained in the open until they were 
ultimately devoured by dogs and birds. 

The people of Salamiyya, going one to the other, began to 
talk, discussing what had been done to the Hashimites by the 
invader. They emphasised the fact that nothing had been done 
to the palace of al-Mahdl, or to his men 2. This, in their opinion, 
was because the invader was siding with al-Mahdi. Therefore 
they brought much of their valuables and property to be hidden 
and preserved in his palace. 

Before the execution of the Hashimites, the '‘^Qarmatian ” 
argued with them, saying that they were the cause of Ibii 
al-Easri’s having left the town. He accused them of causing 
his house to rernam empty, and Ms and his brother’s families to 

i Obviously the same person as Ibn ISTaddaf (or Ghndaf) at-Tadmuri, 
iiientioried on p. 179 (p. i 05 of the text) further on." 

s |3y implication, this sentence obviously .refers to the fact that 
al-Mahdi' posed as a Hashimite (i.e.' Abbasid),. thus- being one of the 
people who were so severely punished... 
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become lielple^' orphans On hearing all this the inhabitants 
of Salamiyya became perfectly certain that he would never 
cause any harm to the family of al-Malidi, and that lie vdshed 
them nothing but good. Therefore they brought into the palace 
their goods and property for safe custody. 

At the same time Abu Mahzul secretly sent a letter to al- 
-Mahdi, informing him that he had killed all his enemies who 
were the cause of al-Mahdi's flight from Salamiyya, and also 
the cause of his cousin having been, with Ms son, earlier deported 
to Traq 2 . He invited al-Mahdi to come, ivithout further 
postponement. 

All tMs was only a ruse on Ms part, in order to lull suspi- 
cions in al-Mahdi, and lure Mm to Salamiyya. When ai-Mahdi 
read his letter, he wrote to Abu Mahzul, approving of what he 
had done, adding that he, Ahn Mahzul, would not be worthy of 
being called a SM'ite, and his follower, if he had acted diff’erently. 
In conclusion, he promised to come soon after the letter was 
received, — if God so pleased. 

On reading tMs letter, the miscreant showed much joy, 
believing in what it contained. But God did not permit that the 
intentions of the evil-doer should he attained, and that what 
belonged to al-Mahdi should miss him. 

He read the letter of the Imam to all the informing 

them that their lord was coming soon to the town, to occupy 
his palace and to enjoy Ms wealth, of wMch he had been deprived 
by the (local) intriguers. The dd‘ls were extremely happy. 

Abu Mahzul stayed there in expectation of the arrival of 
al-Mahdi for four months, till ^ the beginning of 291/(end 903). 


3 . Ilnfortiiiiately there is no key to tlie real implications of these 
recrhninations, which if known would most probably throw much light' 
on the development of the events. 

3 Cf. above, p. 44. This is also a very interesting, but at the same 
time entirely obscure allusion to certain facts. 

3 As we have seen above, the defeat of Abul-Agharr took place on 
the 15th of E-amadan 290/12-8-903, and the “Qarmatians” were defeated 
themselves on the 7th Muliarram. 291/30-11-903, by Miihanunad b. 
Siilayman's forces, that is to say almost exactly four months later. There- 
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He was still waiting for the Imam when the news was ' received 
that a force had been sent against him [103] from Baghdad, 
under Muhammad b. Sulayman 

He at once despatched a force of eight thousand cavalry and 
sixteen thousand infantry, under the command of 'Atr b. 
al-Karsh, and Qarmiz( ?) b. as-Sahm, of Banul-Ahm tribe 
They engaged the troops of Muhammad b. Sulayman at the 
place called Qaryatu’s-Sayl while Abu Mahzul himself remained 
in Salamiyya. The men who were sent on the expedition were 
devoted to al-Mahdi; they had been converted by Abul-Husayn. 
The command to start on an expedition was an unpleasant 
surprise for his men, and a certain number of them remained in 
the camp (disobeying orders and) remairdng at home. 

(On one occasion) Abu Mahzul said to the dd‘ts, who, re- 
mained with him, that he wanted to go to the bath house in 
Salamiyya. So far he had remained outside the town, since his 
arrival tiU that (memorable) day, never entering it. This was 
merely a ruse on the part of the accursed one, (postponing his 
entry until) the devotees of al-Mahdi had gone. He began to 
despair of the arrival of the Imam, fearing that his evil designs 
would fail. At the same time he was afraid of Muhammad b. 


for© min is her© an obvious mistake, or some one’s later ** emendation ” 
instead of ild. 

1 Of. above, p. 83 sq. 

2 ija his report (Tabari, III, 2239), Muhammad b. Sulayman, who 
can foe scarcely expected to minimize the strength of his enemy while 
writing to his government, mentions only 3,000 cavalry, and does not 
specify the strength of infantry. His figxires, therefore, should be nearer 
the truth, though probably still too high. The names of the leaders, given 
further on, in his report, obviously on the basis of the information collected 
later on from the prisoners, differ from these. But it is quit© possible that 
either the prisoners were giving false information, or on© and the same 
person was known in Ismaili circles under a different, non-official name, 
as often happens. The difference in the tribal names may mean that clan 
name' stands, mstead^of tribe' name. 

3 Tabari, III, 2239, from the report of M. b. Sulayman, mentions 
al-‘ IJlyana, as the place near which the battle took place. Qaryatu’s-sayl 
simply means “a hamlet on a stream”; it is quite possible that both refer 
to one and the same locality. 1)^0 such names are found on the modern 
maps., ' 
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Siilayman, who would expel Mm from tlie town, but would 
retain the dependents of ai-Mahdi who inhabited the palace. 

He ordered the bath to be prepared for him, and entered the 
town through the Eastern Gate, riding a mule ^ at the head of a 
party of about a thousand horsemen. The road to the bath 
house passed by the door of al-Mahdi’s palace. He entered 
the bath, and (later) came out, pretending that he w^as going 
to the camp. But when he passed by the door of the palace, he 
halted. 

There was a slave woman belonging to al-Mahdl, with her 
son Muhammad. Finding that the malehictor had entered the 
palace from the main gate, she fled by a back door, with her 
child and Ms nurse. The name of the woman was La'b. She 
had lived in the palace for a long time, because she originally 
belonged to shaykh Muhammad b. Ahmad, and after him came 
in possession of al-Mahdh 2 . When she fled, she was noticed by 
Muhammad b. ‘Aziza 2 , who knew her personally. (On seeing 
her) he said to the men who accompanied him: “Here is a slave 
woman of the shaykh, fleeing in fear 1 ” He followed her, taking 
with him five men. He asked her whither she was running, and 
she implored him to hide her, telling him that he himself and his 
ancestors wore under the protection of the family of al-Mahdi, 
and now he was brealdng into their house; now that tliis dioadful 


^ It is difficult to see what idea is conveyed by the descriptive epithet 
standing after the word, — muzawwara ? Ordinarily this would mean 
“falsified”. F. reads dharzawiyya, which obviously indicates the designa- 
tion of the origin. 

^ Who was this Shaykh Muhammad b. Ahmad ? It seems that the 
author implies the guardian of al-Mahdi, his uncle Muhammad as-Sa‘id. 
It is quite possible that al-Mahdi had inherited her after his death, or 
received as a part of the dowry with his wife, the daughter of his uncle. 

s This man re-appears in the Stra of Ja‘far (110, 112, 114). It is 
stated that he was (112) a servant of the Imams, the son of the maternal 
aunt of Ja‘far. His appearance in the role of a Qarmatian officer, and his 
attitude towards al-Mahdi’s concubine, as narrated here, are strange. 
But there is little room for doubt that Ms acting in accord with the in- 
vaders may be taken as a clear proof of their identifying their cause with 
that of al-MahdX, as also appears from the mention of the correspondence 
between the latter and his followers. 
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man had for iinkiiown reason entered the palace,, she was afraid. 
Nobody except him, Muhammad b. ‘Aziza, knew her. 

The man demanded from her all her ornaments, promising 
to let her go. She handed over to him all the ornaments that 
were with her, and went to the house of a merchant, Ibn Abi 
Mu^ahhif by name, asking him to conceal her. The merchant 
permitted her to come in, in case no one had seen her entering his 
house. She told him that the evil-doer had entered the palace. 

But she was followed by one of the .five men who were with 
Muhammad b. ‘Aziza; he returned to his people, and reported 
her' hiding place. 

The accursed one entered the palace, and, in his imperti- 
nence, ascended and sat in the Imam's place.^ [104] (Seeing 
this) the dd%s who were in the suite of Abu Mahzul said to the 
dd'l Abu Muhammad: “Thou art on easy terms with this man, 
so find out what he intends to do with the palace. Tell him 
that its master is the person to whom we have sworn allegiance, 
and Abul-Husayn converted us (to his religion)”. Then Abu 
Muhammad came to Abu Mahzul, telling him that he came to 
speak on behalf of the faithful followers of al-Mahdi,^ who want 
him to realise that they were sworn adherents of their master, 
and demand that he should not do any harm to the palace, or 
molest its inhabitants. He promised this, and requested Abu 
Muhammad to go to the camp, intending to come after him very 
soon. 

When Abu Muhammad left, the cursed one sent his atten- 
dants after La‘b, because she was the chief amongst the servants 
in the palace, and knew better than anyone about the property 
and hidden treasures. The servants were seeking in vain for 
her, shouting loudly: “La‘b, La‘b ! ” Then Muhammad b. ‘Aziza 
mentioned that he knew her hiding place, and could bring her. 
He was therefore brought before the “Qarmatian”, who ordered 

^ It is not clear whether this act of disrespect to the absent Imam 
had any serious sigidfieanee, and was connected with the reports about 
the “ Qarmatian ” brothers posing as Imams, cf. above, pp. 47 and 92-93. 
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to Mm to go and to produce her inimediatel}^ The man went ; 
to the house of Ibn Abi Mnsahhif, and began to knock at the ! 
door, shouting to La‘b to come out, as otherwise she would be 
taken by force. The master of the house dragged her out, 
fearing for his o’^ni life, and Muhammad b. VAziza took her, 
with her child and nurse, to the '‘Qarmatian”. 

' ■ He greeted her . kindly and politely, and inquired about 
her master.. He reproached her for fleeing from them while they 
needed her help. Then he asked what she had heard about her 
master, who had fled from them. She replied that the master 
was coming soon, if God willed,— he would not delay his return 
any longer. After this (preliminary) conversation he began to 
ask her, where was the property (cash) of Ahmad, Muhammad, 
Husayii and of her master who had fled from them. He 
tried to provoke her gradually, and she replied that she did not 
know anything, as she was a newcomer in the palace. Then 
(losing her temper), she said: ‘‘Why all this long talk and false 
accusations ? Thou hast come to murder us, just like the 
Hashimites, and to murder children, — God will revenge thee 
for us! 0 enemy of God, O cursed one, thou hast forgotten 
the benefactions which my lord bestowed on thee, and thy father 
before thee ! Thou hast sprung upon us, frightening our cMldreii, 
ungrateful for all that God has given thee, and deceiving his 
saints r'’ — And she made him hear things that were not to Ms 
liking, knowing well that he was in any event about to murder 
all of them, — the curse of God be upon him 1 

Then she added: “O enemy of God, and of His saints! If 
thou desirest to kill us, — may God kill thee! — and so it is 
going to be! — do not cast our bodies out in the open, as thou 
didst with the HasMmites. We are different from them, so 
do not cast us out in the open, but bury us”. 


■i It would be mteresting to know whether the order of the names 
mentioned here is chronological. They obviously belong to the ancestors 
of abMaKdI. 
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Abu Mahziil asked her, where [105] she wished to be put in 
case he killed her ^ And she replied, pointing to a cellar near by, 
that she wished to be put there. 

Then Abu Mahzul sent his attendants to call Ibn an-Naddaf 
the Palmyreaii executioner who came, with' Ms sword in 
his hand. Then the malefactor ordered him to strike off her 
head, and throw her body into the cellar. This was done, and 
also her son and all who were with her were slaughtered. The 
attendants of the heretic then dispersed in the palace, and brought 
all its inmates, and all were slaughtered, old and young, men and 
women ; their bodies were thrown into the same cellar, — eighty- 
eight people altogether. When it was finished with them, his 
servants brought his mule, he mounted it, and rode away, leaving 
in the palace a guard to look after it, and keep what was there. 

He ivent to the village of Akhbiyya 2, and remained there for 
seven days, when on the eighth came his troops, fleeing in dis» 
order. They had been defeated and put to flight by the force 
of Muhammad b. Sulayman, who annihilated all his infantry^ 
and the majority of the cavahy. They told him that all his 
troops had been slaughtered, and there was no possibility of 
farther resistance. They invited him to flee with them (to the 
desert), as otherwise Muhammad b. Sulayman would seize him. 
He replied to them: '^Sit down”. But they argued: ''Thou 
inayest abuse us, but we have warned thee. So, if thou wilt go 
mth us, then go (at once); and if not, — then remain to sit 
alone”. And when he saw their determination, he started with 
them. No one prevented them from* making use of the Palmyra 
watering place. They rested there, and then departed from 
Palmyra (Tadmur) for al-Warq 2, 

Six days after his flight Muhammad b. Snlayman with his 
force reached Salamiyya, inquiring about the “Qarmatian”. 

^ Of. above, p. 173, note 1. 

^ Of. above, p. 17 1, where it is said that his camp was pitched outsido 
the'town, near, : tho Hafnada .(?.) gate. 

3 This probably is the name of a district, and has nothing to do with 
al-Warqab the ancient IJruk, in Southern Mesopotamia. 
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Or hearing that he had fled, he said that al-Mii'tadid ^ (the j, 
■caliph) had ordered him, in case the '‘Qarmatian’’ had escaped, s-. 
to lay Ms sword upon the settled and the nomad population of 
the place. The inhabitants of Salamiyya prayed for mercy, 
asking him to have fear of God: they had been slaughtered by 
the '^Qarmatian’’, and now he also came to kill them. On his i 
demand for proof of the truth of their complaints, they asked f 
him to send a reliable man, to whom they might show the bodies | 
of the slaughtered 

When Mnhammad b. Sniayman heard this, he felt pity for 
them, and told them to go and to remain in their houses, shutting 
the gates to protect themselves, because his troops were ap- 
preaching the town, and he was afraid that the^r might plunder 
the inhabitants. He promised to send a man who would see their 
dead, if thfeir story was correct. Then he deputed to them 
Muhammad b. ad-Dayraji, an old and trusted man, to whom the 


1 In reality al-Miiktafl. Of. above, p. 172, n. 1. The same also 
further on. 

2 If tiiis is true, — and it sounds reliably,— the story of the whole 
population of Salamiyya, and even animals, having been slaughtered by 
the “ Qarmatians ” (cf, p. 83), is an exaggeration. If such a thing had 
happened, the news would certainly spread eveiywhere, there would 
foe no question of punishing the population, and no one to be punished. 
There is at present in Salamiyya an Ismaili shrine, consisting of a small 
compound, apparently of modem origin, smTOunded by one-storeyed 
bitUdings; in one of these is found what the local people call “ the grave of 
Imam Isma*!!”, where they declare Isma‘il b, Jafar lies. This tomb 
possesses one extraordinary feature: it is extremely long, something like 
25-30 feet. Having seen thousands of tombs in the greater part of the 
Islamic world, between the Mle and the Brahmaputra, I do not remember 
a single one like this, and have only heard that something on these lines 
is shown in Jedda, as the tomb of Mother Eve. The local Ismailis say 
that Isma‘ il did not die in Madina, etc., as in the legends narrated further 
on in the extracts from the Asrdru^n-nutaqd ’ and the Zahru’l-ma^dm, but 
ultimately settled in Salamiyya, and died there. There is not the slightest 
doubt that if this tomb has any connection at all with Isma‘!l, who cer- 
tainly never visited this place, it should be in connection mth one of his 
descendants, and the extraordinary shape of the tomb perhaps may 
suggest that not one, but several persons have been buried here, and that 
probably the name was originally something like awldd Isnm%L Perhaps, 
by chance, it may really mark the spot where the bodies of the family of 
al-Mahdi, slaughtered by the “ Qarmatians ”, were buried. It would be 
quite naturatyhat the memory of such “martyrs” should be revered in 
the community. ■ In such a case perhaps the spot may really indicate the 
position of the house of the Imams’ families of a thousand years ago. 
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bodies were shown. He saw the slaughtered children and 
women, and invoked the curse of God upon the man who had 
committed such a crime. 

Muhammad b. Sulayman made inquiries as to where the 
Qarmatian ” had gone, and received the reply that he had gone 
towards Palmyra. He then sent a thousand cavalry to pursue 
Mm. They received information that he had entered al- 
-Khadra’ (the oasis), but his men had dispersed, after having 
looted all his possessions. The shaykhs of the Fatimiy37iin 
reproached him for being ill-starred. He had fled on his camel, 
carrying some money with him, and had entered the Sawad of 
Hraq, never remaining (long) in the places through which he was 
passing on his way. [106] 

Muhammad b. Sulayman sent a report to the caliph al- 
-MMtadid regarding the defeat of the forces of the '' Qarmatian”, 
their grave losses, his own flight, and the dispersion of the men 
whom he was leading, which left him quite alone. He asked for 
further orders. The caliph ordered him to withdraw to Baghdad, 
and he returned. Four months later the accursed “Qarmatian'”’ 
was seized on the banks of the Euphrates, at the town called 
Qarqisiya’ together with Ms two servants. Ail were despatched 
to al-Mu^tadid in Baghdad. 

News was brought to al-Mahdi about what he had done with 
the palaee, slaughtering all whom he found in it, and later on that 
the ^'^Qarmatian” was brought before the caliph. Then al- 
-Mahdl left Raxnla, and entered Egypt, remaining there for a 
while. 

When the “ Qarmatian’’ was brought back to Baghdad, ha 
was paraded before the crowd, and cursed. A special committee 
was appointed by al-MuHadid, and he was tortured before he was 
honoured with the sentence of death. While he. was^ .flogged, 
he was questioned as to who he was, from where, , what he , was 
after, and in whose favour he was carrying on his propaganda. 


1 Cf. above, p, 83, and note 1. 
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He denied both that he was concerned with political aims, and 
that he was a Qarmatian. He said that he had been ordered to 
stir up a rebellion by so-and-so, i.e. al-Mahdi, from the town of 
Salamiyya. Hd described to them his appearance, and his 
ways of dressing. All this was recorded in witiiig, according 
to his revelations. Then he died a terrible death, — the curse 
of God be upon him, — and his body was burnt. 

The caliph sent messengers to all the provinces, ordering 
his governors to arrest the man answering this description; 
but he was not found, because he, al-Mahdi, had already left 
(Egypt) in the company of some Baghdadi merchants, and 
Abu’l-'Abbas (the brother of Abu 'AbdiT-lah), on his way to 
Tripoli in the Maghrib. He was attacked by robbers on the way 
near Tahuna, when AhilT-'^ Abbas, the brother of Ahfi ‘ AbdiT-lah , 
was wounded with a sword in his face. They arrived in Tripoli 
Just after the messenger cariying the orders about his ari*est had 
reached there. 

When the order regarding his arrest w^as received, the officials 
began to search for the man answering the description, calling 
on the merchants who arrived from Egypt. Incidentally they 
came to the house where al-Mahdi was staying. When they 
saw him, they recognised him from the description, and said 
that they had no doubts that it was he who was to be arrested. 
But they were prepared to let him go if only he left the town at 
once. , , 

There was in the caravan with him a man, called Abul- 
-Qasim ibn Hassan (who intended to continue his journey) ^. 
8o al-Mahdi left in his company, passing Qastiliyya, and entering 
Hijiimasa, where he remained for three months, until his family 
joined him there, being conducted by Yusuf al-Qahraman and 
Tayyib the tutor. While there, he received letters from Abu 
" AbdiT-lah who was in touch with him wherever he stopped. He 
urged al-Mahdi to come, because a strong force of his supporters 

1 Apparently the same person as “ al -Mutt alibi ” mentioned in the 
.6%a of ja,‘far. (119, 121,.122).- . 
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was now gathered. But he ■ -waited in Sijilmasa until Abu' 
‘x4bdil-lah arrived (with troops). 

Then al-Mahdi came out [107] to him, with Abiil-Qasim 
Muhammad, the Imam (al-Qahm), with JaTar the Chambexlaiii, 
and. all other people belonging to his suite. .And, then, happened 
what everybody ah. over the world know^s. 

Praise be to God, the Lord of the Worlds, and prayers be 
on our master Muhammad, and his holy progeny! 



2. Strat Ja'far ahHdjib. 

(For the work and the author see above, pp. iO-ll.) 


Memoirs of Ja'far b. 'AH, the Chamberiaiii, concerning the 
departure of al-Mahdi (blessings of C4od be upon him, and upon 
his holy progeny !) from Salamiyya, his arrival in Sijiimasa, and 
departure for Raqqada. Collected by Muhammad b. Muham- 
mad al-Yamani, — mercy of God be upon him 1 

In the name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate ! 

And there is no assistance for me except from God, upon 
Whom I rely ! * He is the Lord of the Great Celestial Throne. 
I pray for His help to please Him, and to please His Prince, our 
lord and our master, Imam al-'Aziz biT-lah, the Commander of 
the Faitliful, — blessings of God be upon him, upon his fore- 
fathers, the pure, the Imams and the and upon his des- 

cendants, the righteous and the pure ! And I also pray God 
that all nations of Islam, the community of his Forefather, — may 
God bless him and his progeny ! — may be united into one, under 
his, the Imam’s, sovereignty, and that the religion and the order 
of the world may become perfect under his continuous rule, 
remaining under it for ever And may dangers never threaten 
his followers, by His mercy and generosity ! Verily, He is the 
helper of these, and good is to be prayed from Him, — as God 
wishes I 

He, the Imam, desired (to know) about all that happened 
to his slave (i.e. Ja'far, the author of these memoirs), and about 
the events which took place in the days of his ancestors, the holy 
Imams, — may God sanctify their spirits, and bless them all! 
The author therefore prays the Imam to forgive his mistakes, 
and pardon his errors, with his usual generosity and benevolence I 

^ Cf. above, pp. 104 sqq., on the ideal of “ one flock and on© shepherd ” 
under the Fatimids, 
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May he overlook these, in his glory and greatness, as he himself 
knows better all about the matters wMch he has ordered his 
humble servant and slave to wite, preserving their memory 
more correctly and more completely, . 

Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Yamtol, the humblest slave 
of Our Lord, the Imam, says: I heard these stories from JaYar 
b. ^Ali al-Hajib (the Chamberlain), the slave of Our Lords the 
Imams,— ma37- God sanctify their spirits, and bless them all ! — 
who told me : 

I was only a few months younger than al-Malidi bi’l-Iah, 
[108] and grew up in his palace. The Imam ^ marked me 
special!}^ for his service. I was brought up with him, while 
serving Mm, and was educated in the best possible way. The 
Imam never spared an}d:hing necessary" to make me strong and 
well trained, until he attamed what he wished. It was not 
necessary for him to tell me what he wanted, — it was enough 
for him to look towards me, and I could at once understand what 
he required, and would bring it to him, serving him in the way 
he Mked. 

He always preserved the best relations with his neighbours 
in Salamiyya, the Hashimites, who were descendants of ^Abdu’l- 
-lah b. al-^ Abbas b. 'Abdil-Muttalib b. Hashim 2 . He even 
pretended before them to be a Hashimite (i.e. Abbasid) himself. 

Great quantities of goods and large sums of money were 
brought to him to Salamiyya from his dd>%s residing in different 
towns. For storing these he excavated a cellar under the 
ground outside the town, connected by an underground passage 
twelve miles long. The goods and other valuables were usually 
brought to Mm on camels. The entrance of the underground 

1 Most probably not al-Mahdi’s father, but his guardian, who is 
usually referred to here. as Imam”. 

2 |£0 the cousm^ the Prophet, the ancestor of the Abbasids. 

Lied in TE’if ca. 68/687-8. Here, as in the the term Hashimite ” 

is used in the sense of the ‘‘‘ Abbasid ”, contrary to the Bharhu%ahhbdr, 
where it is used m ' the sense of the “ Fatimid ”. In factV^ the 
Fatimids and the Abbasids were Hashimites, because both descended from 
the' same Hashim. ■ ■ 
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passage would be opened for them at night, and they could 
iiiarcli, loaded, along this subway, to deliver everything right 
into ills house. ■ Then they would also leave by night, and the 
entrance to the passage would be covered with earth, so that no 
one could ever notice it. It was an extraordinary wealth, and 
it is said that al-Mahdi after his successes in the Magluib could 
not collect even approximately as much as he left in Salamiyya. 

Every governor appointed to Salamiyya (by the Abbasid 
government) was treated with great politeness by al-Mahdi, 
who used to present them with valuables, showing considerable 
generosity to them. For this reason all the governors supported 
his interests before their superiors, behaving as if they were his 
servants. The Imam used to offer public entertainments, to 
which Hashimites, and other (distinguished) people were invited. 
After the completion of the feast all that remained was given 
to Umm 'All al-Qahramana, the wife of Abu Ya'qub al-Qahra* 
man, a Christian, the grandfather of Abu Ayyub, the chief cook 
(Both were slaves of al-Mahdi ; the wife died in Mahdiyya, after 
she had embraced Islam. But this was long after the time when 
she was serving al-Mahdi in Salamiyya). She used to collect 
all the bread that remained on the table (after the meal), and give 
it to the servants who looked after the cattle, which were being 
fattened to be consumed at feasts. Other foods and bread were 
distributed amongst the servants, and every one used to receive 
from her his proper share. 

The Imam as Ja'far recalls, married al-Mahdi, just before 
he died, to the cousin of the latter, who later on became the 
mother of al-Qahm. Ja'far adds : I remember that al-Mahdi 
ordered to me not to leave the door of his bedroom on the night 


1 Obviously in charge of the palace kitchen under al-‘Aziz. Thus 
it is an interesting link with al-Mahdi’s biograpliy before bis emigration 
to the West. It is an interesting testimony to the somewhat patriarchal 
conditions in al-Mahdi’s family, when the husband and the wife, both 
obviously slaves, both were serving. Note the surname al-Qaliramana, 
and not al-Qahramaniyya, as one would expect. 

2 Obviously the guardian, not the father. 
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of the wedding. I was sitting mth some women, who sat 
unveiled, when al-Mahdl opened the door of his „ room, : and 
threw a valuable garment i upon me. [109] I ' put it upon my 
head, and danced with the women, who were playing, and con- 
gratulating me. Many (similar) events (of intimate house life) 
which I remember, were also remembered by al-Mahdf, al- 
-Qahm, al-Mansiir, and al-Mu‘izz. 

Everything was quiet; messengers from dd'M in different 
places were continually coming from everywhere, bringing 
money, presents, taxes paid by the faithful, khums moneys, and 
correspondence. The Imam ^ appointed al-Mahdi as his suc- 
cessor, making the recognition of this obligatory, already before 
he married him to his cousin. He sent special intimation 
everywhere, and made the dd^ls everywhere swear allegiance to 
him. Shortty after this he died. 

A certain Turkish slave ^ was appointed by the Baghdad 
government as the (new) governor of Salamiyya. (When he 
arrived) al-Mahdi, as he usually did with every governor, 
presented to him valuable gifts. Other presents followed later 
on, but the Turk conceived some suspicions as to whether there 
was an intrigue being carried on against him with his superiors 
(by al-Mahdi), whom he began to detest. Being a mean man, he 
began to make inquiries amongst the people of the town, trying 
to find the cause of the rather exuberant generosity on the part 
of al-Mahdi, who , however, did not demand or aim at any benefit 
for himself. Some people who envied al-Mahdi informed him 
that this was the latter’s usual policy with all governors, — to 
present them with horses or slaves. This was because he aimed 


Sahanvyya ,- — “veil of black silk”. Perhaps used for turbans ? 

2 Apparently not the father, but the guardian. The passage is really 
noteworthy, and would be invaluable for the solution of the Fatimid 
problem, if only the name of the Imam had been given. It may also 
imply a certain forced decision: wa qallada-hu’l- ‘ahda. 

3 Cf. above, p. 80. Apparently it was the same man as Subk ad- 
-Daylarni (Tabari, III, 2221), who was the leader of an expeditionary 
force, and was defeated by the “Qarmatians” near Rac|qa in MiihaiTam 
290/January''903., 
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high: ifc was, said that he really owned the East and the West, 
and in every town his da!' Is were found; his wealth was greater 
than that of the caliph of Baghdad himself. 

On learning this the governor was seized with greed, and 
started begging from a.l-Mahdi continuously, for what was possible 
and impossible, far beyond all limits of propriety. No sooner 
would one of his requests be granted than he would ask for some- 
thing else; on a certain day he made no less than ten different 
requests, acting more and more as a brigand. 

When al-Mahdi realised what the governor was aiming at, 
he wrote to his ddHs in Baghdad, instructing them to bribe 
the authorities to secure the governor’s transfer from Salamiyya. 
The dd>%s succeeded in this, and the cursed Turk was in fact 
transferred, and recalled to Baghdad. But he found the source 
from which such a change came to him, and presented to the 
Baghdad caliph of that time a report, in which he summed up 
all that he heard about al-Mahdl, asking permission to return 
to Salamiyya, and arrest him. 

At this particular time, as Ja'far remembers, a rebellion 
was started by a man, a Kharijite i, whom some people re- 
garded as a Qarmatian. The caliph had no doubts about his 
preaching in favour of al-Mahdi, and acting under the latter’s 
instructions, because his force marched in the direction of Sala- 
miyya. For this reason the caliph warned the Turk [110] to 
forcKstall the “Qarmatian” in his movement towards that town, 
threatening to execute him in ease he was too late. He had to 
make haste to reach Salamiyya before the rebels, and to seize 
al-Mahdi, sending him to Baghdad by river. Because if the 
rebels came first, and joined him, his power would increase very 
much, and it would be difficult to deal with him. 

The da!u in Baghdad at once sent a message about this, by 
carrier-pigeon, and by messengers, urgently. Their message 
reached al-Mahdi before the arrival of the Turk. Ja^^far asserts 

^ The term “Kharijite” is obviously used here simply as an abusive 
expression; - 
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that there was no connection between al-Malidi and between 
the ‘^Qarmatian’h who did not belong to the followers of the 
,Imam, even was unknown to him, and himself did not know 
al-Mahdi,i. Thus both the Turk and the ''Qarniatian’’ were 
approaching Salamijrya. 

Having received such news, al-Mahdi summoned Firiiz, the 
ciiief dd%, the person who occupied the highest rank before 
the Imam, and was the highest officer of his, being like a ‘‘father'* 
of all the da'ls, who all were his subordinates; he was the 
hdhu%ahwdh, the chief assistant to the Imam. Another man 
who was summoned was Tayyib, who at that time was still 
called by his original name Burkan. He was purchased by 
al-Mahdi for the tutorship to al-Qa*im. Other people summoned 
were: Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Zakariya (the brother of Abu 
‘Abdi’l-lah ash-Shfi, the dd'i in the Katama territory), Abu 
Ya‘qub al-Qahraman, and Muhammad b. ‘Aziza The latter 
was a cousin (the son of a maternal aunt) of Ja‘far the Chamber- 
lain; he also was a servant of the Imams. 

An of these were ordered to take provisions for a journey, 
and to start with him. He mentioned to them that he was 
going to the Yemen. All the ladies of the family of al-Mahdi 
were left by him with Abu Ahmad Su‘iuk, — they were: the 
mother of al-Mahdi, both his daughters, two daughters of his 
brother, Umm Habib (the future?) wife of al-Qa*im, and Umm 
"Ali ai-Qahramana, the wife of Abu Ya‘qub (al-Qahraman). 
This Abu Ahmad Su‘iuk ^ was later on re-named by al-Mahdi as 
JaHar; he also was a son of Ja‘far the Chamberlain’s aunt, but 
they used to call each other “brother**. He occupied an im- 
portant post of trust under al-Mahdi and al-Qa*im, and died 

3- This, of course, is incorrect, but may be not merely a pia fmus : 
as suggested on p. 41, it is quite possible that Jafar, although a devout 
slave, was not an Ismaili, and in any case was not in touch with the 
secret religious matters. , , ' 

2 Of, about him above, in the latUdr (103, 104). Perhaps, however, 
a different person is here meant, a name-sake. , 

3 means: beggar, brigand, thief. This is the reason of his 
being re-named. 
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ill the reign of al-Mahdi, who sent him on the expedition in the 
(former) Byzantine possessions in Africa, where he conquered 
a large town called Warl, making great wealth for himself from 
it. (Musa, the physician to al-Mansiir bi’l-lah, al-Mu‘izz bil- 
-iah, and ah Aziz bil-lah, was one of the notables of that town). 
This Abu Ahmad SuTuk exhibited conspicuous courage while 
serving under ahQa’im in the Eastern and Western parts of 
Northern Africa, and was an able and brave man. And Ja‘far 
the Chamberlain remembered that this Abu Ahmad, his ‘^bro” 
ther’', formerly known by the surname of SuTuk, killed three 
people in three years, while still in Salamiyya, and ahMahdi 
paid an indemnity of three thousand dinars for him (to their 
relatives). 

Thus ahMahdi put him and Abii JaTar ahJazarl in charge 
of his family. This ahJazari [111] also occupied a position of 
trust under ahMahdi, because he was one of the dd'is oi the 
highest rank. He died in Raqqada, formerly the capital of the 
Aghlabides, after its conquest by ahMahdi. 

We started with ahMahdi,— continues Ja^'far ahHajib, — 
being sure that we are going to the Yemen. Abii JaTar (i.e. 
Ahmad) SuTuk and Abu JaTar ahJazari also left Salamiyya 
before the arrival of the “Qarmatian’’, on the day which was 
fixed by al-Mahdi. 

We left in great haste, and hurried to Damascus ^ where we 
arrived safely. The ‘'Qarmatian'’ entered Salamiyya after our 
departure, coming ahead of the Turk, the governor. He looted 
the town, slaughtering the majority of its inhabitants, and 
plundering our quarters, putting to death everyone whom he saw 
of al-Mahdi’s relatives and dependents. There was no atrocity 
which he did not commit on the inhabitants of the town. The 
master of Baghdad (i.e. the caliph) began to take notice of him, 

1 It is difficult to see whethei*, owing to the lapse of time, JaTar 
mentions Damascus instead of Hims. The version of the Istitdr. mQmB. to 
be preferable,, because it would be strange if al-Mahdi had gone to the 
capital of the province, where the authorities would be the first to b© 
informed about him, and to receive orders to arrest him. 
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although at the same time he did not cease to search for . our 
party, -h 

We left Damascus, and I remember that on that day "I 
accompanied al-Mahdi, who rode ahead, ieaying behind Tayyib 
aiid Abu Ya^qub al-Qahraman, who supervised the servants and 
the pack animals with the luggage. The little ai-Qahm, who 
at that time was a small child, was with them. He saw a man 
holding a small white Yamanite dog, and began to ask Tayyib 
to buy it for him. His tutor objected to this, fearing the dis- 
pleasure of al-Mahdi. Qahm swore that he was not going to 
move from the place unless he had the dog. Meanwhile al-Mkhdi 
vTiited for quite a long time, and then sent me to see what 
delayed them. I returned, found al-Qahm crying, and asked 
him what had happened ? He explained that he had asked 
Tayyib to buy for him the dog, but he objected to this. Tayyib 
explained that he did this out of fear of al-Mahdi’s displeasure, 
who forbade him to do anything without pemiission. Then I 
promised to buy the dog, asking al-Qa’im not to cry, because it 
v'as difficult for me to bear the sight of his tears. We then tried 
to make the owner part with it for a reasonable price. The 
owner, however, seeing how much the prince wanted to get the 
dog, did not agree to come down from the five dinars which he 
asked for it. We argued and argued, when al-Mahdi sent 
Firuz after us. We explained what had happened, he went to 
him and reported, and he told him to go, and give orders to pay 
the man what he asks, because that day a messenger in search 
of him was coming to Damascus. So we bought the dog, and 
vent on, travelling the whole of that day, and of the next, and 
arriving in Tiberias on the third 2. We found the local dd% wait- 
ing for us on the road. When he saw al-Mahdi, he approached 
and said that he had received by carrier-pigeon the news from 


J This, of course, is a summary of events, which were spread over 
several months. 

2 The timing is fairly correct, for forced marches ; the distance, by 
motor road at present, is about 80 miles. 
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the Damascus dd%, [112] informing him that a messenger eame 
from Baghdad the same day on, which we left, bringing to the 
governor of the city orders to arrest us. The asked al-Mahdi 
not to enter the town in order not to be recognised. So we 
continued our journey without stopping in Tiberias, and arrived 
in Ramla, putting up with the governor {'dmil), who was a 
devout follower {ma'hhudh ‘alay-M) of al-Mahdi. He did not 
know, out of joy at seeing al-Mahdi, how to serve Mm. He 
prostrated himself before Mm, and kissed Ms hands and feet. 

I remember, — narrates Ja‘far, — that I was waiting on 
al-Mahdi, together with Tayyib and Abu Ya'qub at the table, 
at wMch al-Mahdi, the governor, al-Qa’im, and Firuz were 
taking their food, when there entered a messenger, the same who 
had been sent to Damascus, carrying orders from Baghdad 
about our arrest, accompanied by the name and description of 
the appearance of al-Mahdi. The governor read the orders j 
and handed the paper to him. When the Imam read it also, 
the governor knelt before Mm, crying and kissing Ms feet, and 
al-Mahdi said to Mm: "Keep quiet, do not cry. He, in whose 
hands my life is, will never permit them to catch us. Verily 
we, — I and my son, — shall catch their heads by the hair, and 
my horses will trample on the stomachs of the sons of 'Abbas. 
Do not be afraid that anything that thou fearest will happen 
with me’'. 

So the governor of Ramla wrote to the governor of Damascus 
in reply to his letter that no man answering the description 
had been seen, and it was not known whether he had already 
passed the town. In case he had not yet passed, watch would 
be kept for Mm on all roads. 

Then al-Mahdi renewed the oath of allegiance of the governor, 
and spent in his house the remainder of that day, and the night. 
On that night there was a shower of shooting stars, so al-Mahdi, 
the governor, al-Qa’im, and many other people ascended the roof 
of the house to look, at the phenomenon. The town was filed 
with the shouts of the people, and their invocations of God. 
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Ja'far adds : according to my calculations, this happened in 289/ 
902, apparently: in the month of Rajah (= June- July)., And I 
■saw that ai-Mahdi pressed with his hand the hand of the governor.' 
And he, said to him that this phenomenon was a testimony: of his 
high mission, and one of the, signs of his success 3-. 

, Then al-Mahdi summoned Muhammad b. 'Aziza, mentioned 
a'bove, and said to him: “We start to-morrow, with the biess,mg 
and help of God. And thou must go back to Salamiyya, collect- 
ing as large a crowd of low class people as possible, taking a spade 
in hand, and distributing to them as many spades and pickaxes 
as possible. Then start abusing me in the vilest possible way, 
ascribing to me all sorts of disgusting acts. Stir up the crowd 
to destroy my palace. If thou succeedest in this, make them pull 
the building dowm upon the pond which is at its foot, so that no 
trace of it may remain, and it would completei,y disappear. 
[113] And if this is successful, lead them to the date tree which 
grows at the gate of the town, and make them cut it down, say- 
ing that under it the oath of allegiance used to be taken (from 
followers). After having achieved all this, stay there until there 
comes my order to rejoin me, at the time when thy arrival is 
needed. ^ : 

Ja'far explains that the reason for this was that the Imam 
had dug a tank, strongly built, which was filled with valuables, 
and then closed it in. Over it was built another tank, of the 
same size, and filled with water; it was kept full the whole year. 
The Imam himself mostly sat near it. x4.nd with regard to the 
cutting' of the date tree the reason was this: goods were usually 
brought to the Imam at night, in order to be delivered to him 

^ Apparently this phenomenon (probably the periodical re-appearance 
of the Leonidas) firmly associated itself in the memory of the old slave 
with the events of the flight. Therefore it would be extremely interesting: 
if an astronomer could find leisure to calculate the dates in or about 90:i 
on which shooting stars would have been visible in Palestine, — this 
would be of great help in our search for reliable dates. 

2 This detail may indicate that al-Mahdi really started ior .lSgyi>t 
after the “Qarmatians” had slaughtered his relatives, in t he bog. of 291/ 
903. 

^ Again apparently the guardian of aLMahdi. 
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(tiiroiigli tlie imderground passage). But the men who aoconi" 
paniecl (the caravan) once missed the entrance, and approached 
the gate of the town. As they were afraid that the dawn was 
near, the3" buried the goods' under the date tree which was 
grovlng near the city gate, or near the city \yall, — I (the com- 
piler) cannot remember correctly. 

We started from Ranila Ja'far continues his narrative, 
— for Egypt, where we were met by dd‘i ilbu ‘ All, who was resid- 
ing aiKl preaching there, having increased the number of as- 
sistant d(Tts of the Imam under him. Eiruz, who had converted 
hini and trained him, married his daughter, Umm Abi’i-Husayn, 
to his son. Before entermg Misr, al-Mahdi ordered him not to 
accommodate him in his own house, or in the house of any one 
who was known as being connected with the organisation, but 
to arrange foi* him a place with a trusted (outsider). Accordingly, 
Abu ‘x4ii settled al-Mahdi with a certain Ibn 'Ayyash^. And 
we did not stay long before a messenger arrived with the orders 
about our arrest. The governor sent for Ibn ‘x4.yyash, informecl 
him about the arrival of the messenger, and read to him the 
letter. Ibn 'Ayyash replied that the person who was staying 
with him, by God, was not suspicious in any w^a}^. He w'as a 
nobleman, a Hashiinite, an important merchant, known by his 
learning, piety and wealth. And with regard to the man who 
was sought for, news had come that he had left for the Yemen 
long before the messenger arrived. The governor believed 
what Ibn ‘Ayyash said about his guest, but said to him that it 
was absolutely necessary to arrest one of the servants of al-Mahdi, 
and subject him to tortures, out of fear of secret reporters (to 
the central government). But otherwise he and his guest were 
free to do wliat they liked. JaHar adds that he was the servant 


I According to the Istitar, 106 (cf. above, p. 87), al-Mahdi stayed at 
.Ramla for nearly two years. ■ It is -quite possible that some sort of confusion 
oyer the names of the towns is responsible for this discrepancy of informa- 
tion.. ■ 

- In F. uniformly: Ibn ‘Ayyas. ' 

!3B 
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of al-MaMi wlio was arrested, tortured, . suspeiided, and liglitiy 
flogged, by light strokes, which caused him no harm. I114]" ' ' 

Before iiiy arrest ai-Mahdi summoned me, and said that I 
should not feel offended at being selected to be handed to the 
authorities for tortures. His intentions were to send me back 
to Salaiiiiyya to unearth two ''water-pots” (with treasure) 
wiiich I had buried by his order, and about the location of which 
the other servants did not know. And al-Mahdi instructed me 
that when interrogated, I should say that I \ras a free man. 
.e.oiployed by .Ills master for a certain salary, and tliat there was 
no cause for inte,rrogatioii, and that I had served him for a 
s,hort time only, and now wanted to abandon to. hi],n t.h„e balance 
of my pay, and to ,retur.n to my own place. 

All was done according to his instructions, and wheii tlie 
governor released me, I visited al-Mahdi at night, and he ordered 
me to start next morning, not to deviate from the road until I 
anive in Salaiiiiyya, and to dig up the treasure. Then I was to 
buy some loads of cotton, hide the treasure in them, and hiirrv 
back. He told me to be careful not to show myself to anv one 
ill Salamiyya, except Muhammad b. 'Aziza, his son, knovm 
as AbuT-Layth, and Hasan, son of my sister. He promised to 
await me in Tripoli in the Maghrib, from where he VT)uld not 
move until he saw ,me. 

So far we had no doubt that we were going to the Yenieii ; 
al-iMahdl never revealed his real intention of going to the Maghrib 
until that .night. This appeared utterly disappointi.iig to all 
who accompanied him, and every one hated even the mention 
of the Maghrib. But of all of us Firuz felt the disappointment 
the .most. In the morning, — continues Ja'far,— I left as 
o.rde,red, . .for. Salamiyya. The; trial I had in, Egypt was The first 
painful experience of its kind for me; but for it I would not 
liave passed through the other one, in Sijiimasa, safely. 

When Firuz became quite certain, that,. .al-Mahdi reallv 
intended ...to, go to the Maghrib, . his devotion disappeared, and he 
decided to deceive the ■ Imam. ■ As ■ mentioned, above, he had 
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inaiTiecI Ms daughter to - Abfi the dd'% of Egypt The 
latter had a son, Muhammad Abud-Hiisayn b. Abi 'Ali, who, 
serving under al-Mahdi, al-Qahm, al-Maimir and al-MMizz, 
attained a' high rank, and (ultimately) became the chief da-F. 
This Abu 'Ali, the dd‘% insistently prayed al-Mahdi to take Mm 
with himself to the Maghrib, so that he should not part from the 
Imam; but al-Mahdi would not consent to this, and ordered him 
to remain in Egypt, until the time came when lie would be able 
to come to him, — to his great sorrow and disappointment. 

When al-Mahdi left Eg 5 ^t, Firuz deserted him on the eve 
of his departure, fleeing to the Yemen. (Later on) al-Mahdi 
used to say that he had seen [115] two extraordinary devotees : 
one of them was very much aggrieved by separation from him , 
and the other by remaining in his presence. 

Firuz reached the Yemen, arriving in the place of the local 
dd'F, a man from Kufa, called Abul-Qasim b. Farah, surnamed 
Mansurul-Yaman, of a noble Shfite family {bayt tashayyu^). 
He had come in touch with the Imam ^ through Firuz, So, 
when the latter reached him, he met him with the great honour 
and veneration to wMch he was entitled on account of Ms 
position with the Imam He went out of the door of his house 
to meet him, caused Mm to be seated there, and w'aited on Mm 
until Finiz had given him the permission to sit (in Ms presence). 
Firuz told him that the Imam had sent Mm as a messenger to 
inform Mm that he, al-Mahdi, was going to invade Egypt with 
the troops of the Maghrib, and was going to write to the Yamamte 

to join, him there with the troops of al-Yaman. The dd^. l 
Abiil-Qasim, certainly, took all this for truth. 

Firuz no doubt understood what he was doing, and that the. 
Imam, would certainly write to the dd% about his treason, and 

1 It is stated on the preceding page that he married his daughter 
to the 50W of Abu ' AlL 

2 Cf, above, p. 52. 

A puzzling statement; was he converted by Firuz 1 Or did ,lie 
enter , the religious service through him ? Or was he promoted ?. Most 
probably even here “the Imam” referred to is the guardian' of ai-Mahdi. 

-, Here, “the Im-am” obviousty refers, to al-MahdL 
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give Min, orders to take the necessary steps. .He bribed a young' 
servant of AbCid-Qasim, by offering him miic.h 'more than lie re- 
ceived from his master, so that the servant became his spy in. the 
house of the d(fl. 'He was instructed to. report about everything 
that was going on there, sending him word at a.j,iy time of the 
day or night. And the sp3^ used to report evei\y thing. , Then 
came the letter of ai-Mahdi, together with, aiio'ther irom Abfi 
' All, the son-in-law .of FirCiz, informing him of t.lie exploits of 
the latter, with ai-Malidi’s orders for his execution. When tlie 
.letter came, thB ^)j immediately informed Eir'uz, and he .iieci 
at. once.. W.lieii the dd't sent . for ' him, ;nobod3^ knew where 
h:8 had gone. T.lie d(T% searched for him everywhere iiiitii he 
■found that Firuz had Joined ‘Ali b. al-Fadi ai- Jaj^shaiii stuTing 
liim up to rebellion and ti‘eason. The Abiil-Qasim, leariiing,, 
of all tMs, a'iui of the efforts of - Firuz' to proclaim Mmself an 
Imam, helped by the shaykh and the people of that place, 
attacked them "with a force, and, after a long struggle, ulti- 
mately s'uppressed them, and executed both of them. 

(Retui’ning to the story of al-Mahdi) JaHar narrates that 
while he was traveUiiig ■ with a caravan between Egypt and 
Tahiina, the party was attacked by the Berbers, who looted 
the caravan, taking away some portion of the baggage of the 
Imam, who lost his books which contained ‘‘numerous revela- 
tions This last circumstance grieved him much more than the 
loss of ail other things. But God returned these books to Mm, 
and they were recovered during the first campaign of ai-Qah'tn 

against Eg3pt.2 . [ 116 ] , 

When al-Mahd! .reached Tripoli, all the people 'who traveEed 
by the caravan dispersed, except for ' Tayyib ' and al-Qahraman. 
He . sent ' Muhammad b, Alimad, : the ■ bro'ther of Abu ‘ ,Abdil4ah 


^ Gf. p. 225, and. Texts, . p- 40, . the.- events as narrated in , the ' Ifiitd* 
hM:d‘da^wa. , , 

This may imply' certam saeied . books. Tliej?' are' also mentioned in 
the Ifiitdhu’d-daHm (Texts, p. 41), from where- apparently this iiifomiation 
is taken (cf. also 106). ^Cf. p. 226'. sq. 
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(tlie M'l ill tlie Kattoia territory), to Qayrawaii, together with, 
the Kata-nia, tribesmen who were sent to the Imam to Salamiyya 
His mission was to get through with these men to Ms brother, 
and inform' him of the arrival of al-Mahdi. Abiil-' Abbas 
: Miiliammad b. Ahmad ' safely reached Qayrawaii. It was the 
intention of al-Mahdi to go to the Katama territory to Join Abfi 
'Ahdfl-iah. But when . Abu 1-' Abbas reached Qayrawaii, he 
found that Ziyadatii'l-lah, the ruler of the Maghrib 2, had already 
received orders to arrest al-Mahdi, accompanied by a description 
of ^ his appearance, and the information that they had missed 
him. in He was.- instructed to make a search for .him. 

Some people, w.ho travelled by the same caravan, iiiforined the 
authorities that the man. who was searched , for had remained in 
Tripoli, but Abiil-' Abbas. Muhammad b. .Ahmad was one of Ms 
associates. The latter tried to take shelter somewhere, but did 
not succeed, in this, finding no one whom lie knew, and in whom 
he could trust and confide. .So he was ultimate^ arrested, and 
; tried . He denied all connection with al-Mahdi, insisting that he 
was an ordinary merchant. .He was, nevertheless, im,prisoried, 
and the news about this reached al-Mahdi. 

I met ai-Mahdi, — Ja'far continues Ms narrative, — after 
.my return with the treasure for- • which he had sent me, and soon 
after this a caravan was formed, with the intention of travelling 
to Sijilinasa via Qastiliyya. He thanked God for iiiy safe 
return, and for being able to regain his treasure. Thus, al-Mahdi 
started with this caravan, taking us with him as servants, to 
Sainata (?) ^ in the -Qastiliyya- province. We stopped in the 
town, of Tiizar, remaining in it for a few days in order to celebrate 
the holiday, and' on the 'Id day we started for Sijil.ma.sa. 

1 This is an extreme^ interesting reference. Unfortunately for us, 
no further information is given about them. It seems, that they played 
no part in al-MahdI’s experiences- in Sijilinasa, and his release from 
captivity. Gf. p, 226, obviously the source of this information. 

2 The last ruler of the Aghlabid djnmsty (184-296/800-909), whose 
full name was Zi.yMatu1.-lab . Ill b. ^4bdi1.4§h b. Ibrahim b. Ahmad" 
(290-296/908-909). 

3 In F.— Is,mata. 



SIBAT JA‘FA.E. 


[BalleUn, pp, 116-117] 199 


I remember, — narrates Ja'far, — that while we were resting 
there, al-Mahdi told me once to go and find for him a siiiail fat 
lamb, and, if found, to bti}^ it, roast it, and serve it to him. I 
went to look for it, and a local inhabitant offered me one, in- 
viting me to come to his house. I went with him, and he took 
me into his house where I found a hairy dog on a strong chain, 
with reddened eyes (read}" to attack). The owner said to me 
that it w"as then two months that he had been feeding it with 
dates. He kept it chained so that it could not move, — its skin 
'had become tiglit on it because of the great arno'iint of fat. It 
■appears that the local ■ people eat dogs, applying to them, .the 
name of lambs. So the dog jumped upon me on its chain, — a 
dog fearsome as a lion when it attaclvs. I vras sure that it 
would break the chain, tearing iny stomach. So I ffed for all 
that I was worth., out of the house, despairing of my life, while 
the owner was shouting (to return), but I did not dare to do this 
I felt terror stricken [117] until I entered the house of al-Mahdi 
half mad, with hands on my heart. When he saw me muoli 
frightened, with pale face, he asked me, who was chasing me. 
I replied: '‘My lord, curse be upon the people of this town!’’ 
i\nd I told him how I had gone in search of what he ordered me 
to get, and what happened as a result of this,— the whole story. 
And while I was telling story, he, and my lord al-Qa’Im 
never ceased laughing, and consoling me until I became quiet, 

A day or two later al-Mahdi ordeied ine to bring him a 
barber, instructing me to get one who was a stranger in the 
town. So, I went, and by chance met a barber, in whose ap- 
pearance there were traces of a Journey. I asked him whether 
he was a stranger, mid he said yes. I a-vsked hi'm when he enteied 
the town, and he said that he had arrived two days ago. I took 
him. with rne, broiightliim, tO’ the. house, and told ■al-Mahdi that 
he was a stranger. When the Imam saw him, he asked. his name, 
Ms place of origin, and ' whether -.'he was a .fieem.an,. or a slave. 
It was his habit that when seeing --a- man ibr the... first time, he 
would first ask the iiame.. .and the". birthplace of the .man .before 
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starting a conversation and acquaintance witii him. So, when 
lie a.sked the barber his usual questions, he said that he was a 
native of Ifriqiyya, from Qayrawaii, that he had left his native 
place a long time ago, spending his time in the Katama territory, 
from whence he had arrived in this town. The Imam asked 
him, how he could enter the Kataina districts, and stay there^ 
while, as people said, there was so much excitement, and the 
country was ruled by the heretics. To this the barber replied 
that, by God, there was no more righteous administration than 
in the Kataina territory. Al-Mahdi remarked that this was 
.contrary to what was everywhere narrated about the rule of a 
stranger ^ w^ho had installed himself there. The people said 
that he had seduced them into heresy, making lawful to them 
their daughters and sisters, or permitting them not to fast or 
offer prayers. To this the barber replied: ''By God, beside of 
irhom there is no other deity, — there is nothing like this in 
i*eality, and there is no other true religion in the world except 
that which is preached by that man in the Kattoia country ’h 
The Imam asked, what made him so pleased with the rule of the 
man, whom he praised so much while nobod}^ would endorse 
this view. The barber narrated that he had a partner, whom 
he persuaded to come with him to the town of Satiq, and work 
there for a month. ' ‘ We shared our earnings which God gave us» 
We went to Satiq, and when we wanted to enter it, through the 
gate, we were stopped and told that carrying arms was pro- 
hibited in the town. We pleaded the impossibility of leaving 
our arms outside as we did not know any one who would keep 
these. But the guards told us simply to leave our arms near the 
city walls. We asked as to how we should simply throw these 
away, and were assmed that we need not be afraid about their 
safety. So we left them, and entered the town, and stayed long ; 
there, [ 118 ] because it was difficult for us to ; leave it after we 
had settled there. And we remained there a inonth. But when 


1 May also mean: a Kimrijite. 



■SIKAT JA'FAli. 


[Bulletin^ p 118] ' '201 

we left, we found oiir arms quite safe, notMiig missing in tliein. 
TMs is, 0 my lord, the way of life, established by that person 
whom rumours accuse of heresy and athesiin/’ Ja'far adds; 
‘'And I saw that the face of ai-Mahdi was shining (with delight) 
When the barber finished Ms work,' ai-Mahdi ordered him to be' 
paid handsomely, and dismissed him. 

And on another occasion,— continues Ja'far, — I went out 
ill order to buy aubergines (brinjal), and could not find good ones 
except ill the shop of a man who proved to be the greatest villain 
that I have ever seen. He kept me bargaining for a couple of 
hours, and when I ultimately bought from Mm what I needed, 
I began to count out the money to Mm. But whatever coin I 
gave hull, he would return it, saymg that this was base and that 
was worn. He w^as merely trjmig to annoy me, and I only 
realised this after a time. When he saw that I had understood 
Ms trick, he jumped at me, and began to shout, collecting a 
crowd, and calling me a rdfiM (heretic). He scratched my cheeks, 
hit my sides, struck me in the face, and I had a considerable 
struggle to get rid of Mm. Much later on, adds Ja'far, when I 
arrived to Ifriqiyya after it was conquered by al-Mahdi, it was 
once reported that a certain man in Qastiiiyya, seizing the 
opportunity . of the flight of its ruler, Ziyadatu’l-lah, had 
collected around Mm a band, and occupied the town, xind the 
Imam sent a governor to that town, who arrested the rebel, and 
sent him to al-Mahdi, to Raqqada. When the rebel was brought, 
the Imam said to me: ''Come out, and ask him what made hini 
to rise in rebellion ? ” I went out to see Mm, and, to my surprise,, 
I saw before me the man who had sold me the aubergines ! I 
returned to al-Mahdi, and reported this , to him. He smiled, 
and said : Praise be' to God who has delivered him to thy 
revenge ! Go and behead him, the curse of God be upon iiim ! — 
And I went to the Qayi*awaii gate, taking him with m,e, and them 
beheaded him, and crucified him.^ : ■ 

So, — continuing the. original' uiarrative,— we spent a few 
days in Tiizar before the,., 'W, -and left after offering our prayei^s 
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■on that claj. We asked al-Mahdi to stay longer, so as to spend 
the holiday, and leave on the second day, but he did. not agree. 
The leader and all other people in the caravan tried to do their 
best to help him, because the leader praised him and, his gene- 
rosity 'very much. Then al-Mahdi went vnth the guide and the 
■caravan, in response to what was his duty in his high Mission. 
We 'went across the desert directly tO' Sijilmasa, becoming 
'exceedingly tired on that day, because al-Mahdi did not give 
permission to the guide to call a halt. Every one was suffering 
immensely from fatigue, and reproached the guide. But the 
latter told ail that if [ 119 ] x4bu Muhammad (i.e. al-Mahdi) 
so (iommanded him, he would not give orders to camp even so 
long as they had not reached Sijilmasa, so as not to disobey him. 
So, we marched on until night, and when we camped, the Imam, 
said to us: ‘'^To-day a messenger with orders for our arrest has 
arrived in Tiizar’h And so it had really happened. 

Then ai-Malidi asked the guide as to how much they had 
done that day; and the man answered that they had travelled 
four stages. (Next day) we also did not halt until we reached 
Sijilmasa. The governor of that place was Alisa‘ b. Midrar, a 
Berber. 

Before entering Sijilmasa, al-Mahdi met a man, of decent 
appearance and .manners, who had a son with him, and was 
travelling on account of some trade affairs. When they were 
riding together, al-Mahdi asked him about his name, place of 
■■origin, etc,, and he replied .that he was a Muftalibi from 
Qayrawan. iU-Mahdi was carrying on a conversation with: Mm,, 
and became' friendly with him, a.nd liked him, finding him to ,be 
a Shidte by persuasion. ' He carefully examined him, and, being 
satisfied with his beliefs, he accepted him as one of his followers 
{akhadJia 'alay-hi). When we arrived in Sijilmasa, we rented a 
.good house for al-Mahdi from a man called Abu Habasha. 


Appiirentiy the same person as mentioned in the Istitdr (106) under 
the nam.e of Abii’l-Qasim ibn Hassan. above, .p. 182...,. 
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Says Muhammad b. Muhammad ' al-Yamaii! : Tahir, the 
■cashier of the treasury, when by chance the subject of ai-Mahdf s 
arrival in Sijilmasa was touched upon, in his presence, narrated 
to me the story which he heard from ‘Alush, the trainer: ‘"'We 
were in the stables in Mansurijwa — said he, — “when suddenly 
there entered al-Mhizz li-dmi%Mh, who was suffering from 
clifficiiltj^ in breathing, caused by intense heat. He sat in a cool 
space, in which there was much air, looking at the horses in 
the stables. x4.fter he had rested for- some time, there entered 
Ja'far the Chamberlain ; al-Mu'izz asked him, what had happened 
that he came out at such an unusual hour ! He replied that it 
was reported to him that Mawla-na the Imam had gone out of 
the private part of the palace to the stables, and he knew that 
this the Imam would not do at this time of the day except on 
account of his suffering from suffocation. So he had come to 
distract and console him. The Imam said that he had really 
come out on account of the heat, to find a refuge in a spacious 
and airy place such as his stables, and to enjoy the sight of his 
horses. 

Then Ja‘far asked permission to relate to him an extra- 
ordinary occasion of which he himself was a witness, while 
staying with al-Mahdi in Sijilmasa, so that while listening to it, 
the Imam might feel less his sufferings from the heat. The 
Imam gave him permission, and he said: “We lived in Sijilmasa 
in the house known as the house of Abu Habasha, and near it 
there was a garden, which was entered through a door in the 
house. On. an extremely hot summer day, just such as this one., 
al-Mahdi [120] was feeling great discomfort. He ordered us to 
open the door of the garden, and to spread a carpet in an airy 
|)lace, so that he might sit in the extreme heat of that day. We 
opened the door of the garden, searched for a suitable place, and 
found a huge tree under which was a large shaded place. We 
spread for him a carpet there,' and he came with al-Qahm, and 


^ A siii)ru’ban ‘'cantonment” near Qayrawmi, built ])y al-Mansfir. 
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both sat iiiider the tree. Qahin went later on for a walk in tiie 
garden, aeconipaiiied by some servants, and by chance came- 
across a stream in which there was a very little water. So he- 
sat down by its side, washed his hands and face, and put Ms feet 
into the water. And no sooner had he put Ms feet into the 
stream than water began to flow in it, rapidly increasing in 
volume.' The gardener, who saw this, suddenly started shouting: 

by God, the Mahdi is before me ! ’ ' AI-Malidi gave orders to look 
who was shouting there, and to bring the man before Mm. We 
all rushed to the gardener, and brought Mm to the Imam, making 
him: cease shouting. AI-Mahdi asked him, why should he so- 
fbolisMy expose them to a mortal danger ? How did he find that 
he is the Mahdi '? Is he not a spy' to watch them ? — * To this the 
gardener replied that in his garden there was a spring, in which 
there was almost , no water. And it was predicted from aiiti- 
quit.y that its water would not run again until the Mahdi entered 
the garden and put Ms feet into the stream, he himself, or Ms 
Kson t. 'vAiid to-day !■ saw vrith my own eyes what was thus 
predicted”. 

Al-Mahdi told him that if he saw this, he should keep qMetj, 
and iiof risk their lives foolishly. ''No, God'', — replied the 
gardener, — "if" I could conceal thee, my lord, in my body, 
and cover thee with my eyelids, — ■ verily I would do this! But 
I' have to ask thee for something”. And when al-Mahdi asked 
him what it was, he said that the garden belonged to Ms father 
and grandfather, who inherited .it from their ancestors. But 
recently: Alisa' b. Midi’ar (the governor of Sijilnmsa) had seized it 
from, his family, leaving them to work in it as paid labourers.. 
As he was certain that al-Mahdi would win the authority, he 
asked to return this garden 'to him. This was promised by al- 
-Mahdi, and the man was dismissed with good presents and the 
order to keep silence about what he had seen. The man really 
kept silence to the day of al-Mahdi's triumph, after the arrival 

Of. abo.ve, p, 50 sq. The last words a.r6 an obvious,, after-thought 
of . the compiler. ' 
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,of the troops of Abii A4bdil-iah, a large force which defeated 
the governor, — the events which are narrated later on in this 
book. He came to the camp of Abh A4bdil4ah, and was 
staying in the tents which were prepared for him, and for the 
ceremony of the taking of the oath of allegiance from the mem. - 
hers of the Katama tribe, — arranged as described later on in 
these pages, — after the flight of AHsa' b. Midrar. And here was 
onr gardener, standing .near the door of the tent, [121] and 
shouting at the top of his voice: ‘‘Here is God and Imam al~ 
-Mahdil”. On hearing this, al-Mahdi at once recognised Ms 
voice, and told me to come out, give him some present, and 
arrange about the return of the garden to him, adding to it 
the gardens that adjoined it”. 

Al-Mu‘izz U-dlni^l-ldh, hearing this, expressed his admiration. 
He liked the story very much, and always remembered it after- 
wards. 

In Sijilmasa, — Ja‘far continues his original story, — al- 
-Mahdi became very friendly with the Muttahbite, spealdng 
■often to him, inviting him to meals, and confiding to him 
various things. When he had finished his trade affairs in the 
town, he came to say good bye to al-Mahdi before returning to 
his native Qayrawan. Al-Mahdi said to him that he would not 
let him go at such a time, if he did not know how great dangers 
were ahead for his followers and servants, and generally for 
«very on© who knew him, and whom he knew. ' And, under thc‘ 
circumstances as they were, he advised him to go, with the help 
of God; and when he heard that the dd‘t> of the Katama territory 
had conquered the province of Ifriqiyya, seized Qayrawan, and 
entered the town of Eaqqada, he was to go to him, and convey 
to the his, al-Mahdi^s greetings, and introduce himself to 
Mm. The Imam promised to write to the dd% about him, and 
give necessary instructions. And if he.. saw that, the da^l intended 
to move towards Sijilmasa, , he should come with him, sending 
Ms son with the dd'%. This son was a youth at that time, who 
had Just got his moustache. ' , , ' 
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■■ Ja' far continues: — ‘‘The purpose of sending the Muftalibite 
to Abii ‘Ahdil-lah ash-SM‘i was al-Mahdfs desire to haye Mm 
there for Ms own identification, because the had never 
personally met the Imam. His own story rims as follows: he- 
was a Sufi, living near the M% of Kufa, Abu ‘ Aii, vdth Ms- 
brother Abu’l-‘ Abbas Muhammad. His full name' was Abu 
‘Abdil-lah Hiisayn b. Ahmad b. Zakariya. His brother Abiil- 
“‘Abbas was elder than he; both were Shi‘ites by persuasion. 
Wlien they learnt about the transfer of ilbii ‘AH to Egypt, they 
applied to the father-in-law of the latter, Eii’uz, and both were 
received with honour (into the sect), for theii* piety and strong 
Shi‘ite feelings. They never saw the Imam (before that), and 
never came into his presence. Eiruz asked the Imam about 
them, after the latter had accepted them (akhadha ' alay-himd) ^ 
and had given them tuition and instruction in theology, suggesting 
to the Imam that Abu ‘Abdil-lah should be sent to Egypt, and 
thence to the dd‘i Abfi*l-Qasim in the Yemen, as an assistant in 
his propaganda. His brother Abul-‘ Abbas should be sent to the 
resident {qd'im) in Egypt i, together with Abu ‘ Ali who was sent 
as a dd% there. The Imam accepted his suggestions, and sanc- 
tioned these appointments. Therefore Abu ‘Abdil-lah was sent 
from Egypt to the Yemen, and his brother remained in Egypt, 
with Abfi ‘Aii. Abu ‘Abdil-lah did not stay long in the Yemen, 
because Abul-Qasim did not need his services. Thus his ex- 
pectations of a distinguished career came to an end, when [122} 
the Imam wrote to Abul-Qasim, ordering Mm to send him back 
to Egypt. But when he came to Mekka, he came across a number 
of people belonging to the Katama tribe (in Africa). He tra- 
velled to Egypt m, their company, and then continued Ms 
journey to their country, in the Maghrib, with the permission of , 
the Imam, whom he, however, thus had no chance to see. 


^ Apparently qa'i/m in this sense is used for the hujjah The reference 
is -extremely interesting as implying the fact that by about the middle 
of the third/ninth e. there were already many Ismailis in Egyi^t. 



slEAT JA'FAii* : [Bulletin, 122] 207' 

His brother, Abul-‘ Abbas, served under Abu 'Ali ia Egypt,, 
aad was used for the purpose of conveying Ms correspondence', 
mth the Imam through Firuz. He ultimately asked the latter, 
after a long period of service, to ask the Imam about his being 
taken into his personal service. The Imam granted his demand, 
accepting him ‘Hrom behind a curtain” (i.e. without the right tO; 
appear before him personally?) ■ But later on ‘Hdie curtain”' 
was lifted before Mm, and he saw the Imam, and also al-Mahdi 
with al-Qahm, who was an infant at that time. 

To return to the interrupted story continues Ja’far, — 
the departure of the Muttalibite. He took his farewell of 
al-Mahd!, and went to Qayrawan. At that time al-3^1ahdi 
ordered me to buy a slave, originally a man from Damascus, who- 
at that time had come to Sijilmasa. He was a handsome looking 
young man, and al-Mahdi named him Sandal He was the same 
man who fell in a battle, fighting mider al-Qahm in the Katama 
country durmg the rebellion of al-Mawati, who rose in arms after 
the arrival of al-Mahdi at Raqqada. He was a brave man, and 
GMd has given him the death of the warrior. 

Then al-Mahdi also ordered to me to buy another slave, a 
Greek for the service to al-Qahm, and I bought a Greek gold- 
smith, from a Sijilmasa woman. He was named Muslim. 

Verily, al-Mahdi foresaw what calamities were going to 
befall us, and for this reason he made arrangements in order 
to; be' properly served,' with al-Qa’im (after we, Ms old servants, 
were,. imprisoned). 


^ It is a conjectaral translation; it would be interesting to lind a 
detailed explanation of the term. The implications of “the curtain’* 
apparently refer to the revealing of the residence and person of the Imaiin 
The next sentence also has interesting implications; her© again ^^al-Imdm *’ 
obviously is the, guardian of .al-Mahdi, who, most probably, as w© ha\’e 
seen above, died ca. 283/896. If so,, it is obvious that Abu *Abdi’I-lah 
was already in the Mag.hrib by this time. 

2 As is known, slaves usually received the names of precious stones 
or flowers. ■ 

^ This TOa,\'' also imply that he ..was a native of Asia Minor, or even 

Italy:' ■ '■ ■ ' . ■ ■ ' ■' .■■■'' " • 
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, When we were arrested, ahQahm escaped freiii the house in 
which al-Mahdi was staying, and settled in another house, and 
Ms father sent with him Muslim, the slave, to serve iiim, and to 
keep him company. , Sandal remained with al-Mahd! in the 
house which he occupied originalljn 

We were thrown into prison, — I, Tayyib, and Abu Ya'qub 
al-Qahraman. Al-Mahdi used every day to send Sandal to 
bring him news about al-Qa’im and about ourselves, sending by 
him food for us. Both al-MahdS and al-Qa’im were staying in 
their houses, being treated with respect, and feeling no need,— 
C4od had laid respectful fear of them in the heart of the local 
governor, and reverence in his soul. But, at the same time, 
he was extremely brutal to us, torturing us every day by flogging 
■with whips. After some time Abu Ya'qub ai-Qahraman wvas 
unable to endime it, and betrayed al-Mahdi. [123] 

And I remember, — continues Ja/far, — that on the day 
when he confessed, after we were brought back to the prison, 
I hit him with my fist and said to him: "0 thou, son of the 
uncircumcised! Why hast thou made confession ? ” And he 
replied: "Friend, the pain of the lashes made me do so,” 

Both my friends made confession, after a few days of toj> 
ture, and were left in peace, while I was still tortured, because 
I refused to make the confession. It is true, Tayyib did not tell 
everything ; he, nevertheless, when being flogged for a long time , 
shouted: "You, men, if all that people say about us is true in 
your opinion, kill us, and let us be free from the torture.” But 
I did not utter any treasonable word, and this made them 
furious. They flogged me with lashes, and struck sharpened 
sticks under my nails, in anger that I said nothing, and to make 
me confess. 

Cxod by His mercy made me strong to endure all tMs. And, 

■ by God, I remember that I felt terrible thii‘st one day while in 
the: prison. The water carrier, who usually supplied us with ■ 
water, failed to bring it on that- day. ■ So I - called the warder 
of the' .prison, .'beseeching him to, give, me .to drink, mearly' a 
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liiiiidred times. His only answer :^after all this was to throw 
a stone, at me, breaking my teeth; so I had to drink the blood 
streaming from my month. In their cruelty, they placed ns in 
the prison: latrine, and, as there was not mnch room in it, we 
had when sleeping to pnt our faces upon the stones on which 
people place their feet. But God relieved ns from all this, at 
last. 

Ill 296/908-909 Abu 'Abdi’l-lah conquered Ifriqiyya, and 
remained there for about tlmee months to set the administrative 
machinery in motion. Then he marched towards Sijilmasa, to 
relieve al-Mahdi. He appointed as the governors of the province 
Abfi Zaki Tamam b. Mu^arik al-Asjani, or an-Nahll, and his 
own brother, AbuT-' Abbas Muhammad b. Ahmad. 

JaHar b. ‘IJbayd arrived with the ladies of the family 
of al-Mahdi, either shortly before, or soon after the latter occupied 
Raqqada. The humble slave of the Imams, the compiler of the 
book, feels doubt on this point, because much time has elapsed 
since he heard this stoiy, 

Abh ‘'Abdii-iah, — continues Ja’far, — marched at the head 
of a large army towards Sijiimasa, accompanied by Abul- 
-Qasim al-Muttalibi. He had already received letters of al-Mahdi 
in which he recommended the Muftalibite to Mm, orderhig to 
protect and take care of him, to treat him ivell, and exempt 
Mm from the ‘ushr tax, and from all duties and taxes on his 
goods. He was to regard the father and the son as occupying 
a, high rank, treating them with respect and distinction, attaching 
them to his staff, and lie was to bring with him the son wiieii 
marching to Sijiimasa, recommending his father, who remained 
in, Ifriqiyya, to the governor in the same way as ordered by al- 
-Mahdi. [124] Accordingly, Abu 'Abdil-lah brought with him 
to Sijiimasa Abixl-Qasim b. al-Muttalibi, acting as ordered by 
al-Mahdi. 

On reaching the , town, he. besieged ■ it, and sent an ultimatiiiii 
to the governor, Alisat b, Midrar, . demanding the release of al- 

AA4,' 
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-.Malid! 1. He promised to spare the town,, if his deniaiids were 
complied with. But the governor in the first instance refused 
the demand of Abu ' Abdi’l-lah, and attacked him. Then the 
dd'% started hostile actions, and encircled the town with his 
troops, after a fierce fight. 

Realising his helplessness to resist, the governor sumiiioned 
his assistants to confer, and discuss the situation. Some of his- 
advisers recommended to him the execution of all suspects who 
were arrested : if they were associates of the insurgents, this 
would split their unity, shatter their religious beliefs, and render 
false their dogmas. Another party advocated a friendly settle- 
ment, urging the governor to comply with the request of the 
enemy. As they pointed out, the insurgents only demanded the 
surrender of the prisoners, — if these really were the people whom 
they wanted. If their demand was satisfied, they would not ask 
for anything more, seeing this friendly attitude towards them. 

There was also in the town, — says Ja'far, — a man under 
suspicion of compHcity in the same thing (i.e. the Ismaili propa- 
ganda), — a merchant, Ibn Bistam by name. The fact was that 
other merchants envied his wealth, and disliked him for his 
base mentality,. planning to get rid of him, and ruin him. They 
came to Alisa', and persuaded him that the enemy did not 
demand the men who were being tortured, but this Ibn Bistam. 
The latter was summoned, and this turned the suspicions of the 
governor from us, and our tortures were suspended. 

But let us retmTi to the deliberations of the governor’s 
council. Some of his advisers, on whose opinion he usually 
relied,”— and their suggestions carried the day,— argued that, 
f}eing siiiTounded on all sides, they could not coiitinue resistance. 
If the prisonei's were killed, then the assailants would surely 
slaughter all the defenders. ■ ■ Therefore the best course would 
be to release the suspects, and send them out to the insurgents, 
one by one. When the enemy saw the man whom they expected, 

A Cf. til© Texts, pp. ,31-“33, -and 44-46, the version given - in, the 
ShaThii’l-akhhdr ^ dbRd 

' ' ' ' ■ - ■■■ ■ 
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they would busy themselves with him, turning their attention 
from the governor and his force, who would have an opportunity 
to escape. Bes,ides, after getting the people whom the besiegers 
demanded, t.hey would be unable to plan anything except for a 
■hurried withdrawal to Ifriqiyya, fearing lest Ziyadatii’I-lali b. 
al-Aglilab, who had fled before them, might return there, on 
. receiving the news that they had gone to S.ijilmasa; and, coiiectiiig 
his .Arabs, while they were far away, might re-install himself 
t,liere, making things difficult for the insurgents. And when 
they departed, carrying with them their man, the goveriio,r and 
the force miglit return to the town. [125] 

So it was ultimately decided to send out ,Ibii Bistfiin, the 
inercliant, w1.iobi other merchants had slande.red to the governor. 
He was sent out to Abu ‘Abdil-lah. When the latter saw him 
approaching, he dismounted from his horse, thinking that this 
was al-Mahdi. And Ibn Bistam also dismounted, out of respect 
for Abu ‘x4bdi’l-iah. On seeing this, the latter mounted agaiiit 
and did not pay any more attention to him. He then summoned 
Abul-Qasim, the son of al-Muttalibi (mentioned above), and 
ordered him to remain in attendance at his side, because that 
was why the Imam had sent him. If Abu’l-Qasim had been 
with Mm from the beginning, he would have never dismounted 
to greet an ordinary man. 

This happened, — adds JaTar,: — because Abu 'Abdi’l-lali 
had never seen al-Mahdi personally, and could not recognise him., 
;as mentioned above. He came to Africa being sent by Abfdl- 
“Qasiin, thC'da^'Z of the Yemen, who also sent with hiiii a certain 
Ibn Abi Malahffi, a Yamanite. He met some Katama tribesme.ii 
in Mekka, travelled with them to Egypt, and, after many . ad- 
ventures, came to the Maghrib. It would be too long to relate-^ 
all this here. .The story is narrated by Qadi aii-Nuhnan b. 
Muliammad in the book compiled by him about :the .origin of the 
Fatim,id empire ' • ' 

. 1 This is the IftUdhu'd-da'^wa.' The -most mteresting irapiication la. 
that the original of Ibn Hawshab, from which extracts .are preserved 
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Abu 'x4bdfi-lah remained in the Katama country until 
Ms dream was fulfilled, — he saw al-Mahdi whom he had never 
seen before with his own eyes. ' It was for this purpose' that 
ahMahdi .commanded him to bring with him the son of al- 
-Mnttalibi who might show him the Imam whom he had had the 
chance to see while with his father in Sijilmasa where he. swore 
allegiance to the Imam. 

But let ns return to the story of Ibn Bistam and al-Mahdf. 
When Ibn Bistam dismounted, he stopped at the feet of the' 
horse of Abn ' Abdil-lah, congratulating him on the victory, and 
bringing him the news that al-Mahdi was safe, with al-Qafim,. 

When the population of Sijilmasa with their governor saw 
that their enemy paid no attention to Ibn Bistam, their sorrow 
was great. The governor then sent a bay horse to al-Mahdi, 
ordering him to ride out from the town to the enemy, if these 
people were his associates. Al-Mahdi, — narrates Ja'^far, — rode 
out in the same dress in which he had remained in his house, — a 
Dabiqi dress, Yathrib shirt, and broad turban, the tail of which 
he spread over his shoulders. On his feet were Arab sandals. 

When he emerged from (the gate of) Sijilmasa, and ap- 
proached the besiegers near enough for those who .were waiting 
for him to be able to recognise him, the son of al-Muttalibi 
said to Abu ‘Abdil-lah: '“Here is the Lord, ..mine and thine, 
and the Lord of. all peoples’’.. . Abu *Abdi’l-lah dismounted, and 
so did all his troops. He bowed, and the others bowed. He 
stepped forward, and his troops did the same, bowing as he was 
bowing, until he prostrated before the hoofs of al-Mahdi’s horse. 
Then he rose, and kissed the stirrup [126] of the Imam, being 
unable to say anything under the influence of emotion. Then 
al-Mahdi raised his head with his own hand, and, bending to- 
wa.rds Mm, said: *‘Be gladdened, . Husa3m, at this auspicious 
event,” - But Abu ^Abdil-lah burst in tears, being unable to 
^ ^ * ^ . .. - 

.in - the Iftitdh^ obviously was not known to the author. Thus, most 
probably, it was lost at an early period. 
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say anytMiig, overcome by his feeiiiigs of awe before al-Maiidi, 
and Ms great Joy. 

Then al-Mahdi, smiling, praising God, and thanking Him, 
ordered, Abh 'xAbdi’l-Eh to give him his horse, — the grey one, 
which, he was riding on that oeeasion. Abu 'Abdil-Iali ran 
swift, took the reins of the horse from the hands of the servant, 
s* and persoiiall}' led it' up, bringing it beside the horse whicli 
ahMahdi was riding. Then the Imam took his foot from the 
stirrup, set it in the stirrup of Abu 'AbdiM-iah's horse, and 
leapt upon it, turning its head towards the town. 

JaTar said that about ail these events he heard from, Abil’i- 
-Qasim b. al-MutfaMbi. He (certainly) could not witness all this 
because at the time he was still in t,he prison. 

The people rushed to greet al-Mahdi, crowding round liiiii, 
and striving to have a glimpse of him, jubilant at seeing him. 

In the excitement of the moment Alisa" b. Midrar, with his,, 

Ik 

associates, fled from the town under the noses of the troops, 
escaping towards the desert, in the direetio,n of 'bSanhaja of the 
Unbelievers”, a province lying at the entrance to the Maghrib, 
originally called ‘"'Saiihaj a of the Muslims”, where Za^ni and 
his son were ,Mdiiig 

■ (When t,h,e report of the governor’s flight w-as received) ah 
-Mahdi ordered x^bil Abdi’i-lah to occup}" the town.’ The 
, . .Ma% turned towards his troops, and said:— '"'Take it”. Before 
even „he had finished Ms command, the troops rushed upon the 
town from ail sides, a,nd at once occupied it. They looted it, 
^ .and broke, into the prison, looting it .also. We, — says JaHar,— 
w'ere also plundered together with the other priso,ners. 

, AI-Mahdi ordered Abu 'Abdil-lah to search, for al-Qa’im, 
and to send someone to release , hiS' .servants from the prison, 

. ordering them to point out' his hiding place to the messengers* 

Ja^ far continues "‘When ' the'- prison was ;l:>roken into, and 
, we were piiiiidered, we c.anie out naked,. roaming about tiie streets, 


^ The dynasyy of* Zayiids ruled in 362-543/972-1148, in Tunis. 
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and lanes. Tayyib incidentally picked up an old white bumus, 
and we divided it between ourselves. Ascending the roof of 
a lioiisej we three,— myself, Tayyib, and Abfi Ya'qub al- 
-Qaliraman, — saw the parties of the Katama , liorseinen who , 
were moving up and down in the town. Later on we oama 
to know that they were searching for us in the prison, and, not 
having found us there, were greatly upset at being unable to 
trace us, or recognise us. Thus they could not take us with 
themselves to the hiding place of al-Qa’im. 

Suddenly Tayyib said:— ''Ey God, I do not think that 
these horsemen Would move to and fro except in search of al- 
“Qahin. I am sure he is not yet [127] with his father. Let me 
ask them.” So, when one of these parties approached us, we 
shouted to them: "Brothers, we are servants of our Lord al- 
-Mahdi, who were imprisoned and tortured. If Mawla-na 
ai-Mahdi has not yet found his son, Abul-Qasim, and if it is he 
who sent you to search for him, we can show you Ms place. 
Take us with you, and 'we will point it out.” 

As soon as the KatMnites heard this, they rushed towards 
us, gave us three cloaks and three turbans, seated us on their 
horses, and we went with them until we saw the door of the 
house in which al-Qahm was hiding. We began to shout 
"Muslim ”, or " Sandal ”, but there was no reply. When al-Mahdi 
departed, on his ride out to Abu 'Abdil-lah, Sandal had come to 
our prison to tell us about this. We told him to hurry to our 
lord Abul-Qasim (i.e. ai-Qahm), to inform him, and to remain 
with him. ' . He went, and both he and Muslim, remained there 
on that day. 

We stood long before the door of the house, shouting for 
Muslim or Sandal, .but there was no reply. . We began to feel 
afraid that the Katama men might suspect a fraud, and slaughter 
us, on the spot. Then I and Tayyib began to shout: "Our Lord, 
Abu’l-Qasim, open the- door for , us, and come out. We: are thy 
slaves, with Katama' tribesmen, thy friends. God has given a 
victory to our Lord al-Mahdi, fulfilling predictions and promises. 
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Our Lord al-Mahd! is searching for thee the whole day, , never 
disiiioiinting from his horse. Come out to xisl'h 

.When ai-Qa’im heard this, he, still doubting what Tayyi'b 
■shouted, asked me: 'Ma'far,' is .Tayjib with thee '? '’-—'‘Yes, 
Oh! "Our Lorcir’ — shouted I, — “open the door”. But as soon 
as the Katama tribesmen heard his voice, they rushed to break 
the door, jumped upon the walls, broke into the house to him, 
and carried him out on their shoulders. They offered liini the best 
horse that the}?' had with them, and galloped with him to the 
camp, quite fbrgcdtiug about us, and leaving us in distress. 
Inhere were tlii-ee of us, at the beginning, and now there were 
five, — ■ I, Tayyib, Abfi Ya‘ qub, Muslim, and Sandal. We were 
discussing the situation, and what we should do. Some expressed 
the opinion that we should go to the camp. I opposed this, 
arguing that if we approached the camp, we could not be? certain 
when near it that the tribesmen would not come out, suspecting 
us to be enemies. They do not understand well Arabic, do not 
know us, or -realise that we are servants of al-Mahdi. Even if 
we tell this to them, they may disbelieve us, and kill us. The 
best plan will be to return to the house in which al-Mahdi used 
to reside. When he sees al-Qa’im safe, he vull surely take steps 
to find us. And he surely will expect to find us in his house, 
guarding the property that was left by him there. [ 128 ] 

The Katama tribesmen pillaged the whole of the town, 
except for the houses in which al-Mahdi was residing, and the 
other in which al-Qa'im was hiding. Verily, God blinded them 
with regard to these two houses. Sandal suggested we should 
i*arry the things found in al-Qa’im’s house to the house of ai- 
-Mahdi, so that all should be in one place. We did this, c#ilecting 
every tiling in that house. 

When visiting us in the prison, Sandal told us that before 
leaving the house, al-Mahdi had ordered him to put everything 
ill the house into the cellars which it possessed, — clothes, 
carpets, various articles.. .He himself supervised., .the. packing,, 
to be sure that everything’ is, 'dGne properly. And. ;it was not 
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iiiitil every tiling was packed, and the entrances closed, that the 
messengers of the governor came, summoning him to go to Abfi 
hibdil-lah. , 

We sat in the entrance porch of the house, while a great 
multitude of people sought refuge with us, the inhabitants of 
Sijihnasa,-— men, women, children, wounded and sound, ail 
clothed in rags. They begged us to protect them, despairing of 
their lives. Time passed, (and night fell), and it was not before 
one third of night was over that we suddenly heard a great 
uproar, and the sound of the hoofs made by the horses of cavalry. 
It was a large party of about a hundred horsemen, who were 
coming by the light of torches, moving towards the house, and 
led by local people who showed them the way to us. 

Om* Lord al-Mahdl repeatedly sent men in search of us 
after the return of al-Qahm. Abu ^Abdil-lah all the time sent 
parties, one after another, and they searched for us in the house 
which was occupied by al-Qa’im before he joined his father. 
None of the inhabitants of Sijilmasa came to tellms that they 
were looking for us; nor did they direct them to the place where 
we were. The tribesmen went and returned to Abu L4bdi’l-iah, 
reporting their inability to find us. Then al-Mahdi told Abil 
‘ Abdildah to order them to make inquhies from the local in- 
habitants about the house which was his residence, saying that 
the servants might be expected to be there. A search party 
returned to the town, asked the local inhabitants about the house, 
and were led thither by them. 

Seeing them approaching our house, we rose and went to 
meet them. We saw amongst them a Saqlabi slave, whom they 
obeyed |with respect. He was a slave of Abu iAbdi’i-lah, whO' 
on that day had presented him to al-MahdL He was called ah 
Ikijaiii, because he was purchased by his master at Ikijan, 
the [129] town in the Kattoia country in which he at that time 
resided, soon after he came there. The party dismounted, and 
embraced us, after coming into the entrance porch of the house. 
They remained there, while the (personal) servant entered tiie 
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house with us. He asked each of us his name, so we introduced 
ourselves, and inquired about his name. ' He said, that, ' thanks 
to God, , he had become one of us because he was presented to^ 
»l~Mahdi by his master, mmdd as*sayyid, as in the Kataiiia 
country they used to style Abu ^Abdil-lah, the. dcf-F. 

We brought out from the house' everything that could foe 
taken away,— luggage, personal belonghigs,' clothes, etc., and 
loaded the animals with this. Horses were allotted to us, and 
we rode down to dhe encampment. '■ On aiTiviiig there w*e found 
Abu ^ Abdil-lah niomited on Iris horse,' aw-aiting us. It A¥as tiie 
order of .al-Mahdi, who himself rras staying in the tent pitched 
for Mm In’ the dd'%; he entered it' only after he sa\\" abQa’ini 
returned to liiiii, safely brought by the. .tribesmen. 

When Abu b4,bdi’i-lah saw ,us approaching, he dismounted, 
and nve siiiiilarly disiiiomited, and- ;embraced him one after 
another, while the Ikijani slave w^as introducing every one of us 
to Mill, mentioiiiug his' name. . He said: 'H, sW'^ear the head 
of al-Maiidi that he has given me the. power to achieve wiuit iie 
desired; and this is hoiv I accomplished this’’. He made me to 
uncover my back, and touched the wounds inflicted by flogging, 
my .deformed, fi'iig'ers,,. a,nd the eyes. -Then he did the same to 
Tayyib, touching his back and the eyes.;. But. he paid no atten- 
tion to Abu Wqiib. After this he took us to. the tent of the 
Imam, at the entrance to which ai-Qa’im w’as standing, awaiting 
us,— iookingv like a iiiooii. When he saw us,- he smiled and coii- 
.gratulated„ 'ii.s, and then, took us into the tent, before ai-Mahdi. , 

We.sawlal-Malid! sitting on a raised platform in the midd!e 
of the .tent., .shining as, the .sun .in his gorgeous apparel. 'VIA 
prostrated ourselves, .weeping, and- he, -smiling, knelt to God, 
praishig Him, thanking Him,, and glorifying Him,— blessed be- 
His name.' . Then he,,., ordered Sandal to. -produce - from a certain 
box the two dresses of honouiyw^Mch he had packed there. The 
slave brought these, and.„al-Mahdi,'put'.' oim on .himself, ordering 
al-Qa’im to do the same , with the 'other. -' Then he ordered 
,[139] other dresses and swords to" be '--hronght, w%ich were also 
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'kept pa,'Okeci. Then he put with his own hand the dress of honour 
Oil Ahu 'Abdil-lah, also' giving him a turban and a sword, and 
then did the same to myself. He made me to put on the dress 
lined with stuff, also a turban, trousers, and boots. . He 

.also gave me a sword. Then he gave dresses and swords to all 
others, — Tayyib, Muslim, Sandal, and Abu A^a'qub. All these 
..articles he had really had ready for us ever since the time 'when 
we left Saiamiyya. 

Then he ordered to Abu 'Abdil-lah to pitch another large 
tent for himself and for us. This he did, and ai-Mahdi sent 
expensive carpets to spread in it. 

Then the Imam ordered Abu ‘Abdil-lah to tell his men to 
parade next morning for the salutation of al-Mahdi. They 
should be introduced to the Imam by the dd‘l according to their 
rank and position. To this Abu 'Abdil-lah replied that his 
men being rough, were all too anxious to have a look at the Iiiiaiii 
(so that they would not be easily managed on the occasion). 
So it would be better to instruct them to look from a distance at 
the Imam who might sit in an open tent {smnd'). He, xAbu 
' Abdi’ldah, might stand in front of them, leading up for introduc- 
tion those who were entitled to this, by tens, j)resenting them to 
tlie Imam. They might greet him, and then depart. When 
all the dd'ts had been presented in this way, and also qd' ids, the 
functionaries of the lower rank would be introduced by fifties. 
Still lower ranks in hundreds, and in five hundreds. Then he 
intended to march the rank and file of the troops before the Imam 
in squadrons so that all of them could have a look at him, and 
perform the ceremony of greeting 

Ja'far continues: al-Mahdi pointed me out to Abfi 'Abdi'l- 
-fall, appointing me to assist him. Next morning ai-Mahdi sat 
on a> throne, placed in an open tent. He was in gorgeous attire, — ^ 


^ The ceremony described here in detail is not mentioned in the 
Iftitdkiid-da'wa, or by non-Ismaiii Mstorians. It would be interesting 
to find out whether in reality it was held when ai-Mahdi subsequently 
reached Raqqada, where he was proclaimed the caliph. 
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^as if the sun' was rising from Ms face. On his right was standing 
al"Qa’im, armed with a sword, standing close to the throne, as 
resplendent as a moon. Further, on, on the right, at the distance 
of two paces, was standing Tayyib. On the left, at a distance 
of two paces from the throne, was standing Miislim, and behind 
the throne were standing Abu Ya^qub, the new slave, and 
Sandal, on the left and the right, holding fans in their hands, 
and moving these over the head of al-Mahdi. I, Ja'far, was 
standing at ' the entrance of the open tent (samd^), with iny 
sword in my hand. Abfi ‘ Abdil-lah was standing at the distance 
of about a hundred 3^ards from the entrance, assisted hy. a 
, thousand guards, 'who were standing in two rows. (3alled 
out by iiaine all the drTls and qrf ids, sending them in batches of 
ten. As soon as ten of them had come together, he would instruct 
them to go and present themselves to the chamberlain standing 
at the entrance, and not to say [ 131 ] whatever the}’’ might choose, 
when brought before al-Mahdi, but to greet him, and oflei* 
prayers to God for our Lord. And when the latter made them 
a sign to go, they were to depart. 

Said Ja' far: it was since that day that I was called the 
chamberlain. 

I conducted the officers in tens, and was the first amongst 
the servants to congratulate al-Mahdi on the occasion of his 
assumption of the title of the caliph i. When (the first batch) 
finished uttering their greetings and benedictions, the Imam 
blessed .them, thanking them for their devotion, and explaining 
to them how God would count this, repaying it with the greatest 
rewards, in this world and the next. 

We spent in this occupation the whole of that day, and 
after. this, al-Mahdi had to sit three 4ays more before the ceremony 
ended.. I was busy .with this when' the news came„of the' arrest 
of Alisa' ;b. .Midrar., , This, gladdened al-Mahdi very ' much, and 
the camp resounded with the .shouts' of .joy. and ^ thanks to, God. 

1 This clearly indicates that in. fact .-.the ceremony was that of the 
'prociamatioii of' al-Mahdi as caliph. . ..'Ch- the' preceding .foot-note. 
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?71ieii tlie governor was brought, ai-Malidi ordered him to be' 
flogged together with his associates, and Ms property to be^ 
confiscated. After that they were to be executed, except for .the 
governor himself; al-Qa’im prayed that his life be spared, and 
the 'Imam granted this to him But he lived only a few days 
after the execution, suffering from flogging so much that he could 
not either eat or drink, and died, while no one prayed God to 
forgive him. 

Al-Mahdi then marched at the head of a huge army, such as 
no king before him could ever muster, and ultimately reached 
the Katama country. I remember, — said Ja^far, — that when 
we were passing through the Sanhaja country, and were inarching 
near the place in which (later on) was founded the town of 
Ashir, al-Mahdi asked the name of the hills that appeared 
before him. He was told that the name of the range was Jabal 
Sanhaja. And he said that a treasure was buried in these 
mountains. 

Says Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Yamani, the compiler 
of this book: I never heard this (later) story from JaYar himself, 
but it was related to me, on his authority, in Egypt, a short 
time after his death. 

Let us return to the story of al-Mahdi’s arrival in the Katama 
country. He took possession of the sums of money which were 
collected for him, and marched to the province of Ifiiqiyya, 
in 297/909-910. All the notables of the province, both Arabs 
and non-Arabs, without exception, and many ordinary people 
came out to receive him, on the day of his arrival there. But 
ai-Muttalibi and al-MarwardI came out from Quy^awaii as far as 
Tahart, in twenty days' distance, to meet him. In Baghaym-, 
at a distance of six days, he . was met by many people who 
claimed to be descendants of Husayn, or Ja'far, and who held 
Shf ite beliefs in Qayrawan. [132] 


i Apparently this ieniency was dictated by considerations of the 
governor’s tribal connections with the Berber.^. 
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When al-Malidi entered the province of Ifriqiyyaj— con- 
tinned Ja^far,- — he made a proclamationj promising an amnesty 
to every one there, and in other towns; even 'Abdii’I-lah ihn 
al-Qadiin , and Ayyfib, who was the deputy of Ziyadatul-llh at 
the time of al-Mahdi’s occupation of the province, came under it. 
Both, being informed of this, made their appearance. This 
Ayyiib was one of the most eminent oiBfieials under the Aghlabid 
rule. 

'Abdul-iah b. al-Qadmi wns given an important post by 
al-Malidi, who appointed Mm to be in charge of all revenue 
offices and tax collectors. He continued in Ms Mgh office until 
Satan confused Ms soul, and lie joined the Katama msurrection, 
and (ultimately) committed suicide. 

There was also a certain Abu Ja'far Muhammad ibn Ahmad 
al-Baghdadi ivho came from Andalusia before al-Mahdi occupied 
Ifriqiyya. He came into favour with certain administrators 
whom he served, and was appointed as a secretary in the govern- 
ment office when al-Mahd! arrived. The latter left him to 
continue in charge of the revenue department, and ultimately 
he succeeded Ibn al-Qadim in his office. He was ultimately 
entrusted with general administration, being in charge of every 
thing, both important and other afiFairs. 

The reason, of Ms brilliant career,— said JaHar, — was 
this, . While we ■ were in Sijilmasa, he once appeared before 
al-Mahdl, and offered to him a laudatory ode (cjcmda), Tliroiigli 
this he found Ms way to al-Mahdi, whom he pleased by bis 
eulogy,^ so, that he ordered Mm to appear before him, and ask. 
what he needed. He used to visit al-Mahdi, eulogizing Mm in 
his odes. Once al-Mahdi asked him the reason of his departure 
from, Baghdad, and he explained that * Ali ibn ‘ Isa out of envy 
intended to kill Mm. Therefore he fled in despair., of his life, 
and various cncumstances' brought- Mm to that,. country,— the 

1 The wazlr' of several A'bbasid. -caliphs, '.bom in 245/859, d. 334/946. 
His Ml name was,.‘Ali b.,‘Isa b. Da’hd, -sinmamed- Ibn al-Jarrah. , 
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■ Maghrib, ,AI-Ma!idi carefully examined him, his (religious) 
views, and his qualifications, and found him an excellent 
secretary, intelligent, clear minded, and firm, — a man who would 
iiiahe a good minister He initiated Mm 

'alay-hi), and ordered Mm to go back to Andalusia, saying that 
he would not let him go if he did not foresee great dangers which 
were threatening his servants and followers. He said that he 
ordered him to go only because he feared for his safety. But 
he was to make his way to Qayrawan as soon as he heard about 
the occupation of Ifriqiyya by the ddfl of the Katama country « 
This was in fact done by Abu Ja'far al-Baghdadi, and he received 
various rew’ards from al-Mahdi, al-Qa’im, and al-Mansur which 
only they could know. 

Later on, — adds Ja'far,— there arrived Abu JaTar al-Jazari 
and JaTar al-Hajib surnamed Suluk (m.y cousin, whom. I used 
to call brother’'), bringing the ladies of al-Mahdi’s family 
to Eaqqada, which at that time was the capital of al-Mahdf 
after [133] the occupation of Ifriqiyya This gladdened al- 
-Mahdi very much. He was established on his throne, and thus 
God had fulfilled His promise, despite the opposition of His 
enemies, and the enemies of His saints. 

Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds 1 

This is what has reached the knowledge of the humblest 
slave and servant of our lord and master, the Commander of the 
Faithful, — the prayers of God be upon him, his forefathers and 
descendants! These were the circumstances of the departure; 

' of al-Mahdi and al-Qa’im from Salamiyya, and their progress. 

' iintil they reached Raqqada. , I heard ail this from the humble 
slave of our lord, Ja'far b. 'All, the Chamberlain,— the mercy of 
God be upon him, — when he had already forgotten many 
details by reason of the remoteness of the time, and the many 
misfortunes that had befallen him. 


1 Cf. above, p, 209 (p. 123 of the Text), where the re -union of the- 
family is ' referred to. 
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Praise be to God, the First and the Last, tlie Apparent and 
the Hidden! Prayers be upon the best of those whom He sent 
to mankind, and upon the noblest of the heirs, Miihainmad, 
His Prophet and Saint, and on his Trustee L4ii, with the 
Imams his descendants,— on all of them be salutation.' in^ the- 
iiigliest, degrees 1 



3,' From tlie' Iftitd^/iiid-dcrwa urn- ibtdda’tdd-dawla. 

(For : the work and its author see above, pp, 6-7; for the text sec 
Extract 3.) 

1. The Story of the Emigration of aEMahdi from his Home 
in the East^ and his Arrival in Sijilmdsa. 

[40] Wlieh the Imamat came to al-Mahdf, and the Imam 
who was his predecessor died, — the one who transferred his high 
office to him (he used to say to him : after my death thou shalt 
flee far away, meeting with many misfortunes and difficulties), — • 
so, when God had tahen him, and al-Mahdi had become the 
Imam after him, rumours about him spread widely, signs of his 
advent began to appear, and prophecies concerning him became 
clear to everyone as about to be fulfilled. He w^as in (constant) 
ixiortal danger from the Abbasids. Many things happened to 
him,-— it would be too long to narrate and explain all of these, — 
many calamities, predicted to him by his predecessor. He 
finafly left his place, himself, and the Imam, his son, al-Qaflm, 
who (later on) succeeded him. The latter at the time w'as a 
sma.ll boy, while al-Mahdi himself was a young man. In fulfil- 
ment of the true (predictions), he reached Egypt, expecting to 
proceed to the Yaman. A certain (however) preceded him ; 
he went there before him, and upset his plans. ^ He, the dd‘7, 
came to Abiil-Qasim, who 'was in charge of the^ preaching in the 
Yaman, trying to seduce him, but found him firm in his loyalty 
to the Imam. Therefore he left Mm, departing to Ms (Ibii 
Hawshab’s) colleague, ‘All b. al-Fadl,- who was residing in one 
of the districts of the Yaman. He succeeded in winning Mm 
over, , and making him rebel. Therefore people used to say at 

1 Cf. above, p. 52 sq. The version, differs from that of th© of 
Ja*far (114-6) in details. The latter obviously has in view the Ismaili : 
reader, while Qadi Nii^man addresses it to the general public. 
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that time: ‘Iraqi came to another ‘Iraqi, trying to swindle 

Mm, blit could not succeed. Then he approached a Yamanite, 
'and deceived Mm ” 

‘.All b. al-Fadl ceased to obey the commands of God and His 
Men (i.e. the Imams), making lawful to his followers things 
unlawful, rejecting the, prescribed forms of worship, and preaching 
depravity. When all this had become known to all, the' man 
who had seduced him disowned him, acting as is narrated in the 
story of the cursed Iblis (cf. Goran, VIII, 50): ,''he told the 
man to disobey God, and when he disobeyed, Iblis said: I have 
no connection with [41] thee,— I fear God, the Lord of the 
Worlds’". He offered armed resistance to Abu’i-Qasim (Ibn 
Hawshab),— tliere were many things which it would he too 
long to relate, — and died in, such ^ state of utmost error and sin- 
fulness,— may God give us refuge from simihir dejectedness, 
error, and fall 1 

All that happened reached the- knowledge of the Imam (i.e. 
al-Mahdi), who did not wish to go to the Yaman while the state 
■of local affairs was such as described, and continued to reside in 
Egypt, ill disguise, posing as a merchant. Meanwhile letters 
came from Baghdad to the governor of Egypt, g,iviiig al-Mahdi’s 
description, and ordering . his arrest. Similar orders, came to 
Ms deputy (^a/mil). One of the higher officials of the deputy 
.governor was a faithful devotee (an Ismail!) . He at once 
inforined al-Mahdl, advising him to conceal himself. The 
Imam, was grateful for his advice, and left Egypt, with his son 
al-Qalm, and several slaves, carrying with him many came.1 
loads of property. He bought with his money various goods, 
concealing^ cash. in. these, and travelled in a com.paiiy of different 


'■A Apparently this ‘All b. al-Fadl -(al-Jaysbani, aecorcliiig to the 
of Ja‘far, 113-115) is referred to by Tabari (III, 225(5, footnote e) 
under the year 293/905, as leading s.iiccessfnl. operations against San *'5, 
and other centres in the Yaman. It is not stated on whose side he wa,s: ' 
al-Mahdi’s, or ^was fighting .against .Ibn 'Hawshab. -. The words of the 
author: ‘‘he attacked.'Abii’l-Qasim, etc., may refer to this, if ^an‘a was 
already in the latter’s hands. , . 
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people, as an ordinary merchant. JSTear TaMiia (i.e, a 
brigands attacked the caravan, looting many travelers. Much 
of what belonged to al-Mahdi was lost. The most important was^ 
the loss of the books, which contained certain matters belonging 
to the wisdom of the Imams. 

When (later on) al-Qa’im bi-amril-lah marched in Ms fcst 
campaign against Egypt, he caught the brigands who had: 
attacked that caravan, seizing their loot, and regaining the 
original books. About tMs al-Mahdi used to say: — ''Even if 
this campaign had been undertaken merely to regain these 
books, this would have been worth wMe, He was extremely 
pleased to have them back 

On the day of the raid upon the caravan of al-Mahdi, Abiil- 
-‘'Abbas Muhammad b. Ahmad b. [42] Zakariya, the brother of 
Abu ' Abdil-lah, was wounded, while accompanying his Master. 
When the caravan reached Tripoli, the travellers dispersed. 
Every one saw that they, i.e. al-Mahdi and Abul-" Abbas, were 
companions, merchants. Abul- ‘Abbas, with some others, went 
to Qayra wan, with orders from al-Mahdi to join him in the 
Katama territory to wMch he was himself going. There were 
with him several Katama tribesmen who had been sent to the 
Imam before. 

When Abul-‘ Abbas arrived in Qayrawan, letters containing 
description of al-Mahdi, and orders to arrest him reached 
Ziyadatu’l-lah, after they, (as mentioned above) had missed 
the party in Egypt. Accordingly, Ziyadatul-lah gave orders 
to collect information about al-Mahdi; and some of those who 
were travelling by the same caravan informed him that he had 
remained m Tripoli. They mentioned that Abul- ‘Abbas was 
one of his associates. He .was arrested and tortured, but 
denied everything, ■ stating that he was a, merchant; he was 
imprisoned, and news about this reached ai-Malidi, who was still 
ill Tripoli. He by chance got hold of a caravan leaving for 

■ 1 The corresponding passage in the Sira of JaTar (115) is apparently 
based on these lines. 
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Qaspliyya, and left with it. The letter came to the ■ local 
governor, from Ziyadatii’l-lah, with his description and orders 
to seize him. xll-Mahdi, however, succeeded in gaining the. 
favour of the local governor b}?* gifts ; the latter therefore replied 
that the person in question had -already left, and had reached 
Qastiiiyya. Al-Mahdi really reached the place, and spent there 
the tid (i.e. one of the two great Muslim holidays). 

There were in the same caravan with al-Maiidi different 
people from several towns in the Maghrib, from Dhab, and. 
Sijilmasa. The destination of al-Mahdi was the province 
occupied by Abu ' Abdil-lah. But when he heard that Abu’l- 
Abbas had been arrested, and that he was known as one of his 
associates, he became afraid of going (directly) to his destination, 
because his going there would justify these suspicions, and he 
(Abiil-fAbbas) would be killed. Therefore he abandoned his 
intention of joining Abu ^Abdil-lah (at once), and went to Si jib 
inasa. Having said his 'Id prayers in Qastiiiyya, he called one 
of Ms slaves, and said to him: "verily, 1113^ instinct (nafs 4 ) and 
Grod have told me that I am being searched for He ordered the 
slave to convey [ 43 ] to the leader of the caravan that, " having 
said our 'Id prayers, we must start (immediately), and the 
more distance we can cover, — the better. If thou findst it 
possible to go with us at once, then do this’’. 

The leader of the caravan was much feted by al-Mahdi with 
presents and gifts. And when his messenger reached him, he- 
said that ' although this would be extremely disagreable to the 
travellers, yet he could not refuse the request of ilbu Muhammad 
(i.e. al-Ma,hdi). struck the signal drum, and started, and 
others started after him. Next day arrived the messenger from 
Ziyadatu’i-lah to the governor of , Qastiiiyya, with orders tO' 
seize ;..al-Mahd!/ but he had already, left' the province h 


2 . The vemon/of the differs only. in the ziames of the places. It 
is quite obvious that .fa* far had his, own information, and, .did not derive it 
from the Jf Utah. . ' 
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God helped him, diverting their attempts from Mm, beca-nse 
He wished that his Mission, and what was written in the Sacred 
Book, should be complete to his death. He travelled on, reaching 
Sijilmasa, where he settled. And every one whose eyes could 
see al-Mahdi wherever he came, in any city, if the man possessed 
reason and intelligence, would say of him: — ''By God, he is not 
a merchant: surely, he must be a sultan, or one of the kings’’ 
And many of the people of Sijilmasa used to say the same thing 
about him. It was his superiority to every one who came in 
contact with him, the dignity and greatness which God had 
put into the eye of every one who looked upon him. 

At that time the governor of Sijilmasa w'-as Alisa' b. Midrar^ 
.Ai-Mahdi treated him generously with presents ; therefore he paid 
him due respect, and treated him with courtesy. After it had. 
been discovered that he had gone there, the letter arrived from 
Ziyadatu’l-lali informing the governor that he, al-Mahdi, was the 
person in whose favour Abu 'Abdi’l-lah was preaching. TMs 
fact completely altered the governor’s attitude towards him. 
We shall narrate this in due course, if God wishes. 

2. • The Story of the Departure of Abu ' Abdi%ldh to Sijilmasa^ 
and al-Mahdfs Exit from there. 

. . . [44] (Abu 'Abdi’l-lah) w^as approaching Sijilmasa, 
■and the news of Ms advance reached Alisa' b. Midrar, its governor, 
concerning his intentions. Ziyadatu’l-lah had already?' written 
to Mm about al-Mahdi, giving his description, and stating that 
he was the person in whose favour Abu ' Abdi’l-lah was preaching. 
The governor did not pay much attention to tMs. But when Abfi 
'Abdi’l-lah advanced towards the town, he sent someone to ask 
him, i.e, al-Mahdi, about Ms descent, Ms business, and whether 
Abt 'Abdi’l-lah’s movement was in Ms favour. . Al-Mahdi 
admitted Ms (Alid) descent, which it was impossible to deny, 
but gave an ambiguous answer concerning Abu 'Abdi’l-lah, 

1 This is incorporated in the Qadi*s other work, the Sharhu%aMibdr 
(cf. above, p. 64 sq.). , , 
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saying that lie had never seen or known him,. And it was true 
that he had .never seen him, — we have .already explained the 
story of his (Abii ‘Abdi’l-lah’s) early career. Al-Mahd! insisted 
on stating that .he was a merchant, — because he was afraid 
for ills safety. 

Finding him n,ii willing to proceed to ,Abil *' A,bdi’I-lah, and 
averse from the idea of entering the territory occupied by him, 
the governor accepted as satisfactory his statement concerning 
this, but took up his first statement (concerning his desce,Et). 
Ciod had put still greater respect for al-Mahd! into his heart, 
and adniiratio.n into Ms eyes; therefore he. did not cause him 
more discom.fort than to place him under ‘^domestic arrest 
under a guard. Similarly, he put his son, ai-Qa’im, bi-amril-' 
-lah, into another house, so that they should remain separated, 
and the statements of both of them could be collated. But their 
state,m,6.nts were u,nifbrm . . . The governor submitted t,heir 
servants to torture, trying to extort confession from themi 
l3"iit the}?" only repeated what al-Mahdi and his son, were saying, 

News of this reached Abii '^Abdil-lah, perplexing him very 
much. ' He used to say to his followers: — ^‘'God shall make 
manifest the mission of al-Mahdi by a great victory’". He sent 
to Alisa*^ b. Midrar several of his servants as messengers, with a 
letter, [45] assuring him of safety and kind treatment, and stating 
that he ' advanced for a certain transaction,, not for an attack. 
He promised to tlie governor his personal favour, honour, and 
gratitude,, with strong and sincere assurances. But when the 
iiiesseiigci's wdtli iiis letter arrived, the goveriiOT’, haAd,iig leaiiit 
the contents, tlirevr it away, and ordered the executioi.i, of the 
bearers, so t, hat they , Av.ere slain.' 

When t.he,iiews of this reached Abu ‘Abdil-lah, he repeated 
t^ie attett.ipt, disregarding this , aety .out- of fear- of wliat might 
liappeo to a!-Malidi. He, however,' did not refer to him, otit of 
taqiyya. But the same thing happened with- this second attempt. 
ThC; governor 'was obstinate,': in ', his,"- vileness. - Abu ^x4bdi’l-lali 
rc?peated the attempt for the 'third time, disregarding Ms in- 
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tolerable acts.' But God helped and protected his troops, and 
he approached the town. 

The governor came out with his force against the invaders ; 
but it was not long before Abu ' Abdil-lah’s cavalry chased them 
into the city after a short engagement, in which many of the 
defenders were slam. The night was approaching, and already 
dusk liad fallen. The troops therefore withdrew, and camped 
where they stood. When night fell, Ibii Midrar escaped, with 
his nephews and other relatives. Abfi 'Abdil-lah and his men 
spent the night in great anxiety, not knowing what had been 
done mth ai-Mahdi. It was impossible for them to enter the 
town, and they did not know about the flight of the villain until 
the day dawned, and the notables of the place came out to them, 
inforining them of what had happened. Then they entered the 
place in which al-Mahdi resided, and took him and al-Qahm out. 
There was immense rejoicing amongst the troops, who were 
almost mad with joy. Two horses were brought for them, and 
they rode away. Their faithful followers crowded around, and 
the dfTls surrounded them. Abu ' Abdi’l-lah walked before the 
Imam, repeating:— "This is my Lord, [46] and your Lord, 
o faithful!” He offered thanks and praise to God, and wept 
from his great joy. Ultimately the Imam reached the camp, 
and entered a tent which had been prepared for him. He gave 
orders to find Alisa' b. Midrar, and a party went out in search. 

He stayed in his tent until past noon; then the, commander 
of the camp prepared a place for him. (He came out), and 
the faithful crowded around him, listening with tears of joy to 
what he was saying, praising God for His having given them the 
chance to see him. And al-Mahd! thanked them, recognising 
their valour, saying that God had helped them greatly, rewarding 
them for their virtues. He gave them glad tidings of the' attain- 
ment of complete success in this world and the life after death. 

Then the mu^adhdhins shouted the call to the maghrib prayer. 
He stood up, and prayed with them, reciting the first 
with the Fdtib^a, e,nd the sum and second with the^ 
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same Fdtil}a, and the sura '^qul hnwa'l-ldJi aJ^acr'. T,he,!,i liet com- 
pleted the praj-er, and entered his tent, and the :men dispersed i . 


^ Details given in t:he Slrej, of Ja‘far differ in some essential points. 
Blit lie h,imself admits that he was imprisoned at the time, and heard 
from others the circumstances in which al-Mahdl joined the forces of 
Ahu ‘ Abdi’l-lah. It is quite possible also that he dramatised the story 
with the view of making his own part more prominent. His version, 
however, i,s not incompatible with Qad? Nii'man’s, which is very much 
condensed, and most probafoty contains quite reliable information 
coii,eeri,iiiig some details. 



4. From the 17-tii Chapter of the 
Zahr%"l-md: dm , 

(For the author and, the work see above, pp. 22,. 23; 
for the te.xt see Extract 4.) 

6. (Isma^il b. Ja'far.) 

[47] Then rose IsiiiaTi b. Ja^far. the Blessed, the 
Bivinely Protected (al-Mubdrah al-Maymmi), brought up b 3 r 
his father. 

He is the sixth amongst the Imams, just as iles,ii occup:ies 
the sixth, place in biology interpreted sp,iritiially, corresponding 
i,a his rank with his ancestor, the Prophet of the right guidance,, 
the sixth amongst the great teachers of humanity, the inai 
amongst the great Prophets. ' Ali the Co,mniander of the Faithful 
was like his second seif (aldchalqdl-dhhar), siiiiilar to the vegetat- 
ing, moving, and making to move, anmiating and reasoning 
spirit. In a like way IsmaTl b. Ja'far wars tlie last of the 
^‘perfect’’ {atimmd\ i.e. the Imams of the first heptade), and Ms 
second self (al-khalqu'l-dkhar) was Ms son Miiiiammad. He had 
already come into existence, and the signs of his mission wem 
apparent, — he had the rank of the Qahm, the, Seventh of the: 
great Teachers of humanity, the Spirit of Life. 

When the time came to Tsma'il to dissemble death, using 
this, ruse' against Ms enemies who were full of hatred, enmity, 

r Every Imam' and ' Prophet, in 'this-, mystic scheme, is syiiibolicaily 
compared wi.tl'i one of the phases in the ©volntion of the embryo (as 
mediaeval 'biology knew it), with a stage in the creation of the world, with, 
one of the seven great Prophets (the Seventh still expected), and, with his 
own predecessors, the Imams. None of these has any eoiiiieetion mdiatever' 
with the importance or significance of such '''parallels”, or the nature of 
tlie activities of predecessors. . The siccth Imam is thus associated with the 
sixth prophet, or the sixth phase in the development of the embryo, etc.„ 
only because these are the B,nd not the seventh or fifth . ■ There waa 
obviously very little ■ resemblance between the biography of Ismatil 
Ja^far and that of Mxihammad the , Prophet, as between other parallels. 
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and the ardent desire to extinguish the Light of God, — altiiougii 
God will always preserve His Light as He intended it to he, if 
He wishes (ailusioii to Cor. IX, 32), — he, IsmiVil, made a will- 
addressed to Ms father, JaHar as-SMiq,' the Veracious, the 
Faithful, so that he should appoint '‘veils” (J}ujub), a>n.d one who 
should be the guardian (miistaivda' ) for his son, Muhammad. 
It was in conformity with what Harun instr-ueted Moses to do„ 
raising a trustee for his son. And Moses appointed Yilsha' b, 
an-Nuii to act as, a "protective screen”, or "veil” to him. And 
he (Ja'far as-Sadiq) entrusted him, i.e. Miihanmiad b. Isnia'il, 
to Maynifni b. Ghaylan b. Bidar b. Mihran b. Bahna.n al.-Fars! 
The Imam educated him (Muhammad b. IsmaTl), and guarded 
him with the help of Mayniun al-Qaddah, wdiile .he.w^as still three; 
years of age And Maymun al-Qaddah was the trustee 
{m/ustaivda: ) of the high position of his son He was froni the 


3. Xhis is an obvious fake : no reliable historical information is available 
about his posterity. And it would be surprising if sticii an ardent devotee 
as Sahnan were followed by a series of descendants bearing non-Muslim 
names. This seems to have been overdone by the authors of the “genea- 
logy”. In reality the obscure and mythical figure of Salman (either a 
Persian Christian or a Jew) belongs entirely to the series of “the first men 
who ” (ef. above, pp. 76 and 127). He is the mythical prototype of l^ersiaii 
Slifites (cf. ^'‘Enc. of Islam'\ IV, 116 , article of G. Levi Della Vida; 
J. Horovitz, in “Der Islam”, 1922 , pp. 178 - 183 ; and L. Massignon, 
‘^Salman Pak et les Premices Spiiituelles de I’lslam Iranien”, Tours, 
1934, in the series of the Society des dStudes Iraniennes, Ho. 7 ). 

This is an esoteric revelation. As may be seen fm’ther on, cf. p. 236, 
tlie dreaded arch-enemy who so pursued the “infant” Muhammad b. 
Isma‘ii, %vas the brother of Ms father, Musa b. Ja‘far, wMo, most probably 
was much younger than himself, perhaps by as much as eight years. 

In. connection wdth the expression mmtawda^ amri~hi it would do no 
liariii to emphasise again what is mentioned above, on p. 154, Mustawda^. 
by no means always implies the “temporary Imam”, Jlnd is an ordinary 
participle, meaning “entrusted with”. A complete parallel to this 
|)iU‘ticiiiar case is found in the end of the extract from this work, tii«' 
Zahm'l-ma^ dm, given here, in the story of Jawdhar. He obviously could 
not be a temporary Imam while the real Imam, his master, was living. 
He was nmstawda'' , i.e. entrusted wi%l\ only the knowledge of the secret 
bequest of the Imam concerning Ms successor. Most probably special 
secrecy was introduced in order to have a way out in case of the necessity 
alter the nomination. He was .acting .as a ' kind of “notary public”, 
guarding mi important, but secret ^ will of Ms master. , amri- 

therefore obviously means no tMng' - beyond .the “trusted man who 
kae'w the real status of the Imam-designate”, .wMeh, . was kept, in secret 
under the circumstances, and .wMch heLad to reveal on a .proper occasion 
ro others. It is quite obvious that there co.uldnot be, room .for a temporary 
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■descendants of Salman, ■ and the latter was a descendant of 
Isaac son of Jacob, who^ were ail hereditary ''trustees’’, those 
who were preaching and devotedly serving religion 

Isma'fl was under the protection of Ms father, Imam Ja'far, 
j’ust as Muhammad, his grandfather, was under the protection 
of the Lord of' [48], the time, Abu TMib. Ismail dissembled 
ilhiess and people began to visit him, ffo:n'i near and far. 
His father, however, watched the visitors, and noted their 
presence. When the death of Isma'il had taken place (in ap- 
pearance), he was kept lying covered for tlii*ee days, while Imam 
Ja'far noted the presence of those Hashimites and others who 
came to express their condolence. On the, third, day he gave 
orders to take the body to the grave, and, unveiling the face of 
the deceased, he asked those present whether they were sure 
that this was his late son Isma'Il; thej^ testified to this. And 
he again recorded those present. Then he buried Isma'il, and 
later wrote to Abii’d-Dawaniq (i.e. the Abbasid caliph al-Mansur, 
notorious for his parsimony, 136-158/754-775), informing Mm 
of wliat had taken place. His informers also submitted their 
reports to the same effect, gladdening him, relieving his anxiety 
as to what otherwise might worry and upset him . . . 

After some time had passed, Isma'ii appeared in Basra. 
People rushed to him, shouting that Isma'il b. Ja'far had risen 


Imam while Ja‘far a§-Sadiq was still living. The story is an ob^^ious 
fiction, and is built out of the ideas which became current much later on. 

1 Many indications found in sectarian literature suggest that, 
probably about the middle or the end of the fourth/tenth e., for some 
strange reason, the myth of Salman received great prominence: he is a 
Divine being in the Ummu’l-Midb, in the texts of the Driizes^, in the 
jSTusayr! beliefs; he figures in many extremist prophetic aMbdr, etc* It 
would foe extremely interesting to trace his evolution in Sufic speculations, 
his part as a link in Sufic spiritual genealogies. Later on the myth con- 
tinues to flouiish for some time, but already in the tenth/sixteenth c. in 
Persia it is losing its great importance. The theory of the “hereditary 
trustees”, hujjats in later Ismailism, in Persia and India, is a post-Fatimid 
development. There is apparently no trace of it in earlier works. 

® What follows is obviously one of those fairy tales typical of “ secret ” 
esoteric works, “reserved for the trusted and fully initiated few”. This 
version apparently is the most elaborate on record, although by itself the 
■story of the strange precautions of Imam JaTar at the burial of his son 
Isma*il seems to be really old, and is often quoted. 
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from the dead. He passed an old man, a Shfite, who was 
.a paralytic, in Ms shop, a '‘client’* of his father. (On seeing 
Mm) the old man said: — “0, son of the daughter of the Apostle 
of God, take me by hand, so that God may take thy hand!’’*— 
'‘Isma-'i!” looked at him, tapped on his back with his blesstM 
hand, and the old man’s back became straight, cii.red of his 
illness. People saw this; and “Isma'il” disappeared 

When it was reported to Abh’d-Daw^amq, he remarked that 
ill truth the descendants of Abu Kabsha ^ were great tricksters. 
He then summoned Imam Ja'far; and when the latter arrived, 
he started to reproach him ; but a^s-Sadiq produced a list of those 
who were present at the death, and many of whom, were also 
present at the time. They testified the fact. This appeased 
the caliph’s wrath, and Imam Ja'far w^as left in peace. 

[49] What Isma'il had shown by his death, and later on by 
Ms reappearance after a time, was similar to what his grand- 
father, the Great Teacher and the Apostle of God, Muhammad, 
had done when 'Aii produced (a document) to the adversary 
when the latter reproached him wdth (illegally) taking possession 
of a certain property . . . (follow^ other parallels from tradition 
and Biblical lore). Isma'il manifested Ms miracle to manifest 
the miracle of the Divine omnipotence to people, in Ms own case, 
and the fact that the “Word of God” (i.e. the Imamat) wdU 
always remain with his pure descendants from the house of the 
Prophet, until the Wisdom of God becomes complete, the mercy 
of God reaches mankind, His proofs become obvious, and His 
l) 0 un,ty triumphs. 

Such are the great miracles which reason and logic are 
unable to comprehend; they are performed by the First Beason, 
which is the Primal Principle of Creation {al-Ibdd^u%awwal), 


. 1' This anecdote - is obviously taken from the Asraru’n-nut^d' (oL 
the Texts, p. 104),' w it is narrated with more detail. It is by no 
means improbable , that such an instance of a faith cur© may really have 
happened, through 'an old' devote© taking some one for the deceased on 
account' of Ms .great .likeness. 

... .^ Obviously a contemptuous surname of *Alf.. 
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to reveal Divine omnipotence to the people, to those capable of 
knowing God, and to leave in confusion the enemies of the friends- 
of God, those who oppose them and are hostile to them. Only 
those who know, can understand these; and the promise of God 
does not concern the associates’ of the oppressors (cf. Gor., H, 
118). ■ - 

After this Imam Ja’far appointed his son Miisa b. Ja^far 
as a '‘'veiF’ for Muhammad b. Isma'il, over {'aM) the one whom 
he appointed as a bdb (or chief dd'l) to him, namely Mayinuii,. 
Ms ‘"'screen’’ and trustee Musa b. Ja‘far taught ta'wU and 
haqdHq ^; lie collected round him many Shf ites who had missed 
the right road, and were following the mere name, instead of the 
real object, being content with words instead of meaning,. 
Imam Ja‘far concealed the residence of his grandson, Muhammad 
b. Isma‘il, appointing Mayinuii ai-Qadda!i. and his son ‘Abdu’l- 
-lah as his guardians, in secrecy from every one except for a 
few trusted and knowing ones, to whom God had given special 
devotion to him. Mayniun and his son then began to search for 
ddr hijra ^ for Muhammad b, Isma'il, appointing devoted 
who could lead him [50] there, while the community was split 
in tlieii* allegiance. The righteous preached in favour of the 
real Imam, and those who were specially privileged,., knew him 
personally. The}' were strictly ordered to keep what they knew 
a profound secret, and they did this, fearing their enemies. ■ 

A certain section believed in the revocability of the Imam’s 
appointment. Others believed that' the Imam was Musa b. 


^ Thus it appears that there were two ‘‘screens for Miihanxmad b.. 
Isma‘i!; the chief da% Maymun, and his own uncle Musa, who was the 
mmtawda*' Imam, and, at the same time, his bitter enemy and rival. 

2 Musa b. Ja‘far was eighteen at the time of Ms father’s death, and 
could hardly have been an expert lecturer on theology. Apparently there 
are no proofs of his- being such even at a ripe age: in the Ithna-‘ashari 
tradition lie figures very rarely as an .aaithor either for akhbdr or for 
theosopbic theories,' 

: 3 all .available accounts .of Muhammad b. Ismai‘il’s migrations- 
there is no reference to either of these worthies. The ddr hijra is the 
“country of.refuge”, according to the 'theory,, based, on the example of the 
Prophet, who emigrated to Medina. The story probably is a concoction. 
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Ja/farj whom in reality Ms father appointed only as' a ‘^‘screen’* 
for Ms, Isma'ii’s, son after the former's death., xlnother section 
thought that the Imam was 'Abdul-lah b. Ja‘far, siirnamed 
al-Aflah (al-Aftah). But he predeceased his father, and left no 
posterity,' — thus their claims were futile. And another branch 
recognised Muhammad b. Ja^'far. Thus the community split 
after the disappearance of Isma'il b. Ja'far, and superstitious 
b.eliefs began to spread among them h 

When the time came to Imam Ja‘far to leave this world, and 
'he died, he had previously, in order to placate A.bu’d-I)awaniq 
marie a will addressed to his dignitaries, for the protection of his 
real successor, and of the community of his faithful followers . . • 
(Follows a parallel with 'Ali). . . 

Musa b. Ja' far‘*^ occupied the place of his lather, and the 
majority of the Shi'ite community recognised him; the ideas of 
the mob favoured him. Similarly, every one amongst the sons 
of Imam Ja*far claimed the Imamat for himself, while the real 
■'imaii of God'' was concealed in. disguise from liis enemies, 
and those who snpjjorted them. The sons of Imam Ja^far upheld 
the shaft at and ta'wtl, with those true believers amongst their 
followers who recognised the rights of the real '‘Man of God ", 
(As we have seen) the futility of the claims of 'Abdu'hlah 
b. Ja'far became clear mth the extinction of Ms posterity. 
Muhammad b. Ja'far [51] drew Ms sword in the sanctuary of 
Mekka, interrupting the ceremony of the which God has 
prescribed; and he was overcome by his enemy. A rope was 
huB,g on Ms neck, and he was taken through many towns, shown 
on the minhars of mosques, repudiating his claims, acknowledging 
Ms error, openly ' and publicly - But the real Imam never 


^ This is anotlier borrowing from theMsmm’n-wwjJaga’, much con- 
densed,''.';' 

S! Here he is called Musa b. Ja*far The surname ar-Rida, 

as iS' kno.wn, : really, belongs .to' his son, ‘All. ., He himself v was .sumamed 
al-Ka7.im. , TMs;.is obviously a lapsus calamL 

® This is both found in the > , and in the 

■•alchhaT, ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 
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repudiates the 'Vord of God’’ and His mystery, even at the^ 
threat of death, as did Husayn b. ^Ali; otherwise he conceals 
himself, as did the pui*e ones from the posterity of *' Ali. 

As regards Mnsa, his father, Imam Ja'far, appointed him 
only as a screen” for the real successor, so that the latter’s, 
position might be concealed from his enemies, and in order that 
they should not know his privileged position. But Musa began^ 
to claim to be a real Imam, himself and his descendants. They 
said that the Prophet had given the indication that the Mahdi' 
was to be the 12-th after ‘Ali. Therefore they made JaTar the 
sixth, and Musa the first in the second half-dozen, inventing 
impious beliefs and fantastic stories. They declared as untrue 
the words of the Prophet about the “sun rising from the West”, 
or that “the banner of the Mahdi, when he rises under it, will 
never be turned”. But God Himself explained what He meant 
in the case of the Lord of the Command, and the real Successor, 
who performed real miracles, and explained the signs of God, 
al-Mahdi bil-lah, who rose in the West. He rose as the Prophet 
had risen, slaughtering those who opposed him by military 
force. Thus the rubbish was thrown away, and the earth was 
lit with the Light of its Lord, in full splendour and glory. All 
that was invented by Musa, and what he falsely claimed, became 
futile, and the Light of God appeared in the Imams who des- 
cended from Isma‘il b. Ja'far. 

Once Imam al-Mu‘izz was asked about wafpy, the Divine 
inspiration. He replied: — “It means Divine [52] indication, 
Fbich shines forth by Divine Light”. Ja‘far b. Man^uri’l- 
i-Yaman said: — “The Imamat neither changes, nor can be trans- 
ferred (to another line), continuing in the course of long periods 
of time. Individual Imams change and go to the other world 
and the place of bliss, by the disappearance of their mortal self. 
But their progeny remains in their stead, and the Imamat con- 
tinues, because the Imamat is transferred, but cannot be dis- 
continued. The Imams succeed by transfer ' and connection 
of. thC: successors from the' ancestors,, just as the Throne 'of God ' 
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cha'iiges, but is imperishabie ” (follows a Biblical, parallel of' 
Noab and Ms sons). . . 

Wbeii the progeny of 'All was discontinued in the line of" 
Musa and Ms descendants, it was proved that they never pos- 
sessed the robe of honour of this priceless rank, because the- 
Prophet said: — leave with you the Book of God and my 
progeny, the descendants of my house, so that you may hold, 
fast, in order never to err after my death. The}’ shall never 
separate until both return to the ''pool” (hawd) ” And the' 
"pool” here means the Qa’im, whose chain of the Imamat can 
never be interrupted. And it is mentioned that 'Aii, the Com- 
mander of the Faithful, will give to Ms followers from, the com- 
munity of the Prophet of God. to drink water from this "pool ” 
on the day of ResiiiTectioii. It is he who will give to every 
one of his supporters his share of the true kno wledge, and repay 
Ms debts. He is the real "pool” of prophetship, of Apostleship, 
trusteeship and Imamat. He is the rallying centre of the pious 
to whom God has given His miracles. He is the possessor of the 
real Truth and the excellent knowledge which will spread on 
Ms return to the people of the time, after having been hidden 
in appearance. Such are the signs and proofs of his book 
(sifr) concerning the successors who wiU succeed each other by 
the manifestation of miracles and the revelation of mystical 
knowledge, by the guidance of their followers towards the light 
from the darkness, [53] and their salvation from being drowned 
in the flood of error and doubt. Whoever wishes may believe, 
and 'whoever prefers it may disbelieve. 

Thus the Imamat of Isma'il b. Ja'far has been proved ; and 
i}he "Word of God” has remained in his successors, in every 
Imam in Ms posterity, whether manifest or , hidden. And all 
that the mischiefmakers claimed has been in vain, , and ' the 
unfortunate deceivers, have failed.' God wishes to.., make His 


■i Obviously an allusion to Kawthary A pool in Paradise, wMoh is 
. co'nnooted with ‘ .All , 
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Light complete, even if this displeases the unbelievers (cf. 
Goran, IX, 32). 

When Muhammad b. Isma'il grew up, and suspicions about' 
Mm amongst the oppressors had been distracted b}^ the measures 
taken b,y his grandfather (Imam Ja'far), he became the Imam. 

7. (Miiiurmmad b. Isma‘il). 

Then rose to the Imamat Muhammad b. IsmaTl, the Seventh 
amongst the Imams, and their Qahm, corresponding to lii,s 
forehither 'Ali, the Commander of the Faithful, completing this 
spiritual cycle, the final creation, which is the soul of things, 
their spirit, and their meaning. He brought to the completion the 
first spiritual cycle (dawr), and after him begins the second cycle. 

He was in Medina when he rose to the protection of the' 
religion of God, despatched his chfls, spread his doctrine, and 
ordered his missionaries to search for the '‘land of refuge''* 
[ddr hijra) in which to seek safety. He flourished during the 
reign of ar-Eashid (the Abbasid caliph, 170-1 93/786-809) 
When the latter heard about Muhammad b. Isma'il, whose 
propaganda had spread by that time, he gave orders to arrest 
him, and bring him to the court. The Imam meanwhile had 
built in his house an underground passage in which he used to 
('onceal himself from his enemies So, when a messenger 
<irrived from ar-EasMd with his demands, the Imam entered 
his subterranean refuge, and remained there. The agents of 
the caliph, searched for him, but could not find him. They 
returned to ar-Rashid, and submitted a report on their actions. 


1 This is extremely doubtful. Information which seems to be more 
reliable, from the earliest sources, indicates that he was born most 
probably soon after 120/738. Thus by the date of the succession of 
Harun he must have been in his sixth decade. Most probably this is 
based on the legends in the style of the Arabian Nights, related by Sayyid- 
-na Idris in his ^ Uyunu%akhbdr (cf. mv “Ismailis and Qarmatians”, 
JBBRAS, 1940, pp. 60-61). 

2 It is indeed remarkable, how invaiiably all sorts of ‘‘underground 
passages ”, refuges, etc., figure in stories of Ismaili eminent men: in the 
Sira it is a hidden treasury, in the stories of ‘Abdan, of Zakruya b. 
Mahduya, etc., it is a refuge, and so forth. 
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Wh.eE the excitement had subsided, the Imam started on , his 
journey in search of the '^land of refuge,”, leaving behind in 
Medina [54] Ms two sons , who were not expected to succeed him 
as the Imams, Isma'il and Ja'far He Mmself went to Nisha- 
piir®, 'in disguise, concealing himself from Ms enemies. He 
then continued to move about between these two places ( ?) ^ and 
Baylam.. . He ma.rried in Nishapur a woman, by whom he had 
a son, called 'Abdul-lah, surnamed ar-RadL TMs Imam Abdii’l- 
-lah was generally known as ^ Attar- (druggist), which siirname he 
assumed as a protection for Ms real position, and as a precaution ^ . 
He appointed for.,, him,,,: (i.e. his, son and heir) several ^ijabs^ ot 
i' veils”, 'Ordering them, al, and the ^ujjats,^ to heax one and the 


1 This is apparently the only place in which these two sons of tlie 
Imam are mentioned in Ismaiii works. ■ Ithna«*ashai'i works on genealogy, 

. as the mention their numerous posterity, 

2 Of. “Ismailis and Qarmatians”, JBBRAS, 1940, ,pp. ,,61-67. ' It ,is 
indeed instructive , to note that Sayyid-na Idris in his ' Uyunu%akhbar 
narrates that Muhammad b. Isma‘ii went to Nihawand (which seems more 
likely), but in his Zahru^ma"" dn% tells the “fuEy initiated and trusted few” 
that he, the Imam, went to Nishapur. We can only infer that for him, 
a Yamanite- Arab, with no connection with Persia, over two thousand 
miles away, both places were the same, or equally “abstract”. W© have 
no facts or documents to prove or reject his story; but there is much im- 
probability in the Nishapur version of the Imam’s route; towards the end, 
of th© second/eighth e. it was the seat of the governors of Khorasan (later 
on of the ■ Tahirids), who' supported orthodox- theologians. : It' was an 
important centre on the dii’ect road between Baghdad and the Eastern 
Provinces, a small -place (before it had, grown immensely under the Salj uqs), 
in which it would hardly have been easy to live' in disguise. , ' 

A Most probably a mistake, :dayna-/tw?m' for 

^ This is: obviously Sayyid-na’s fantasy, based on vague recollections 
regarding the famous Persian' Sufic poet,- Faridu’d-dfn * Attar of NIshapur, 
whose mausoleum still forms a conspicuous landmark in the environs. 
He died -some, time ^ between- 6 18, and 627/1221-1280,. and although his 
name, — Abu Hamid Muhammad b. Abi Bakr Ibrahim, — hardly suggests 
that he was a Shi* it©, nevertheless there is a strong tradition amongst the 
Persian Ismailis that he was an Ismaiii,. and some of his works, — - unless 
they are wrongly attributed to him, — bear clear traces of some Ismaiii 
connections. It is interesting that nothing Ilk© this is mentioned in the 
' Uyunu'l-akhhdr, There are indications in the latter work to the effect 
that Sayyid-na Idris came across a Mizari Ismaiii, supposed to be from 
Samarqand, apparently an ignorant man. Perhaps all these statements 
are based on information derived from him. 

s All this sounds very ineonvincing: apparently this is a retrospective 
application of methods introduced at a much later stage. The Ismaiii 
propaganda organisation probably became developed only about a century 
later.---, ■ 

t-A - 
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same name as that of the (future) Imam. So that those of them 
who were accepting the oath of allegiance on behalf of the Imam 
from the neoph3i3es would name as such one of the ^‘veils'', 
and suspicions, if roused, should be distracted upon him, from 
the real Master , of the Religion. This practice became established 
with all three '‘Concealed Imams”. This is why the in 
different localities give different names to these three Imams, so 
that each version is quite different from the other i. 

Thus Imam Muhammad started his propaganda, and the 
sword (of his enemies) did not reach him until the predestined 
hour of his death had struck. He spread religious knowledge, 
explained esoteric doctrines, and revealed to the chosen ones the 
"great mystery”. Many revelations of esoteric ideas, miracles, 
Divine signs, proofs of his high mission, and signs of his position 
were revealed by him, — so much of these as never was revealed 
by any Imam before him. And there never was (or will be) any 
other Imam lilie himself, because he was the Seventh Imam, who 
possessed the authority, was not concealed, had the Divine 
Glory and Light, and was the Interpreter of the Hidden Know- 
ledge He was the crown of the cycle to which he belonged. 


1 This is a very interesting allusion to the fact that even as late as 
in the ninth/fifteenth c. there was a difference between different branches 
of the Ismailis in respect of the names of the^ three “concealed Imams”. 
The explanation of the fact does not sound very convincing, of course. 
Much more probable would be the suggestion that this difference was due 
to the continuance of the original tradition in the different Shi‘ite sects 
which in the course of time became amalgamated with Ismailism, by 
acceptance of their Imams. We can easily believe that for the fanatical 
and conservative mentality of the devotees it would be easier to “graft” 
al-Mahdl and his descendants, the Fatimid caliphs, on the line which they 
were accustomed to regard as the true Imams, rather than to accept 
the correct Fatimid genealogy by proclaiming their own earlier version 
incorrect, and the Imams previously recognised as untrue. It is highly 
probable that as soon as the news of al-Mahdi’s triumph had spread, 
many sectarian Shi^ite communities joined Ismailism, seing its truth so 
tangibly proved. Some, perhaps, became amalgamated in a body. 
Therefore it is quite likely that the extraordinary variety of al-Mahdf s 
genealogies is by no means entirely due to the inventions and theories of 
historians or heresiologists. Many, especially, most probably, those 
connecting the Fatimids with the Ithna-^'ashari Imams, must be the 
creation of popular sectarian religious conservatism. 

Compare this account of his activities, and the story found in the 
(“Ismailis and Qarmatians”, 61-67). There is not the 
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He was the Utmost Limit of the final laws of the final ■ 

(gMyatu^sh-shardHHl-makhtuma),'^ arranged according to the 
rank ■ of the believers (i^udud), whose minds could comprehend 
each stage 2 . 

He is the Fully' Authoritative (potential) Qa'im (al-Qd%m 
bi%quwwa), the Lord of the Primary Period of Revelation, 
because the Real ''practicing” Qahm (bi%fi'l) is the Universal 
One, the Lord of the last period of revelation, and of the 'last 
Commotion”, the Qa’im [55] of the Great Qiyamat, 

Qiydmats ( = revolutions, uprisings) are numerous (in the 
spiritual life of the individual). The first of these is the rank 
of the "restrained” ma'dhun then the 

"authorised” ma'dhun (mutlaq), then the "trusted” dd‘d, then 
the "authorised” dd'ly then the "preaching” (?) then the 
b'Ujjat, and their crown, — the bdb All such spiritual ranks are 
(spiritual) risings, in which each stands by what is given 
to him to know of the special ideas, intended to distinguish 
between the material things which are within his vision. And 
all these "uprisings” are ultimately crowned with the Qa’irn 
of the Great Revolution {qiydnmt), and this position in the 
individual spiritual world is symbolised by the Imam, who is 
the Qa’im of the Qiyamat, and the Ultimate Goal of all goals. 
Each spiritual rank, which we have named above, symbolises 
the Qalm with regard to that which is just below him, until 
all these ultimately are under the Qa"im of the Great Uprising, 
the Lord of the Great Commotion, under whom are all positions. 


slightest doubt that all this is fiction, based solely on the fact of Muhammad 
b. IsmanFs being the Seventh Imam, and, therefore, the Seventh Natiq, 
who had to reveal a new religion, even if he really never did this. 

^ Obviously the hypothetical “final” shaft' at which the Seventh 
Ndtiq was expected to reveal. Further on the author tries to find a way 
out from an obviously impossible and undesirable situation. 

2 This is one of the instances" of. the concessions made by Sayyid-na 
Idris to non-Ismaili ideas about the Ismaili doctrine, namely a vague 
admission of the “degrees of initiation”,- 

3 All this, of course, is the theorising of Sayyid-na Idris himself, and 
j>robably has nothing to do with . Muhammad b. Isma‘il’s own teachings, 
which remain unlmown, as no written testimony is preserved. 
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He is the Ultimate Sacred Goal for them, comprising all, from 
the first three thousand years which were the end of the cycle 
oi kashf (i.e. full rcTeiation), to the period of Muhammad 
the Prophet. 

It was to h im (Muhammad b. Isma'il) that the Commander 
of the Faithful ‘Ali b. Abi Talib alluded in Ms expression: 
'‘after (?) (or — in?) ten thousand years a person shall rise as 
a S3nnboi of this great position, uniting in himself all the highest 
spiritual ranks {maqdmdt) of all periods, in the scope of His 
organising wisdom. He shall be the one who will leave behind 
him the Tenth Reason ^ after Ms death, and tMs will rise as 
the factor bringing the universe into order, within his own 
sphere of activities.’’ He (i.e. Muhammad b. Isma'il) was named 
the Seventh Natiq (i.e. great teacher of humanity), because he 
rose to preach by the Command of God, incorporating in himself 
all the virtues which are to be crowned in him. He is neither 
the Revealer of the final religion {mntimm), nor the Apostle of 
God (rasul) 2 , but he is in a class by himself, of a unique rank. 
This work has already been completed, and order introduced. 

Muhammad b. Isma'il has been chosen for this task of the 
organisation of the (Ismaili propaganda) ranks during [56] the 
(impending) period of occultation (satr)^ because if thou takest 


1 Yakhlufu or yuhhalUJul The tenth emanation of the Absolute, 
al~^ Aqhi'l-fa" dl, is associated with the lowest celestial sphere and the 
moon, which may be described as the complex of the intelligible laws 
of nature immediately governing life on the earth. Wliat apparently 
the sentence implies is the ideal state of complete harmony, which will be 
attained as the result of the activities of the chain of the Imams, crowned 
by the Qa’im, when hmnanity, and the world, will live as a smoothly 
running ideal mechanism. 

2 Obviously a concession to the all-Islamic dogma of the Prophet 
Muhammad being the last and final one. If the latter is also a 

in fact the Sixth Natiq, then the Seventh also should be a Masdl or Apostle. 
And just a few lines above it was solemnly stated that he was the revealer 
of ash~shart atu%makktuma, Sayyid-na Idris obviously tries here, as on 
many other occasions, to avoid falling between two stools, without any 
convincing result. This is one of the examples of that mystic vision, in 
which two contradictory statements are both admitted as true at one and 
the same time. In such cases the student is required to possess strong- 
confidence in the honesty of the author to treat his statements seriously, 
and not simply to take it for ordinary foolishness. 
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tlie number of Adam, Ms and the Imams of his period, the ^ 
last of them will be a Ndtiq, i.e. Noah (and so on, other Biblical 
paraUeis, ending -with) Jesus, his Wasl, and Imams of his period:; 
the last was Muhammad the Prophet, who has inherited from 
them their high offices. And he is a Ndtiq, and, the Final NMiq. 

His Wml had a singular position, and if thou takest the 
number of the Imams of his dawr, thou wilt see that Muhammad 
b. Isma^il is the Seventh. And the Seventh (Imam) possesses 
potential (rights to be a Ndtiq), quwwat, above his predecessors. 
For this reason he has become a Ndtiq, the final member of the 
heptade, and the Qa’im. He cancels the sharVat of the Lord of 
the Sixth Cycle by explaining its Mdden meaning, and revealing 
its purposes 

This was mentioned by Imam al-Murizz li-dinil-lah in 
connection with the prayers prescribed for Saturday 2 : Blessings 
be upon the true Qd^im^ the real Ndtiq, the ninth from his fore- 
father, the Apostle of God, the eighth from his progenitor, the 
Kawthar (i.%. 'Ali), the seventh in the line of his ancestors the 
(pure) Imams, the Seventh amongst the Apostles of God, 
beginning with Adam, the Seventh Wasl, beginning with Seth, 
and the Seventh Imam of the Prophet’s house”. He continues 
in this strain, and then he,— may Ms blessings be upon us ! — 
{^alay’-nd saldmu-hu) adds; ‘‘the One by Whom the Universe has 
been ennobled, glorified, blessed, and crowned with the crown of 
creation, the One by Whose service {qiydm) the law of Muhammad 
the Prophet has been purified {^atilat) and with whose help the 
earth shall be filled with justice and equity even as it has been 

1 If Muhammad b. Isma‘il was the one who superseded or altered 
{nmiUh) the sJmrl^at of the sixth dawr, by “explaining its hidden meaning’’, 
— * then logically we can expect that all the Imams, before and after him, 
were also seventh ndplqs, because such was also their mission. Such a 
helpless struggle to reconcile superstitious beliefs with a philosophical 
theory is typical of Ismaiii esoterism, one of its “great, mysteries”, 

^ Of, “Ismailis and Qamaatians”, p. 80. V 

3 The original meaning of is “ to foe divested of ornaments, 

bare”. ■ This,, obviously 'implies .making if. divested of ..superfluous 
elements, obscuring . . its original substance, as explained. . further on.' 
.Perhaps the reading, would be -better ?. 
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filled with injustice and oppression. And the One about whom 
the Prophet of God said: the Mahdl will be from amongst our 
descendants, of my , family, a man with big hooked nose, and black 
eyes. He will fill the earth (etc.). He will be the translator and 
interpreter of the Coran, explaining, its message, and making it 
clear; he will be the Qa’im of the Day of the Qiydmat, of the 
separation (of souls from bodies), of the quickening of the bones, 
and resurrection These are the words of al-Mu‘izz;, 

explaining the position of Muhammad [57] b. Isma'il, describing 
his exceptional and exalted position, because he was the Seventh 
of the first heptade of the Imams (atimmd' ), explaining his real 
position. The Seventh Imam possesses authority (or potentia- 
lities, quwwa) which his predecessors do not possess. For this 
reason (he), being the Seventh Ndtiq, was potentially the Qa’im. 
And the same potentialities which belonged to him, also belonged 
to the Seventh of the second heptade (khulafd’), i.e. to al-Mu’izz 
li-dmi'l4ah, the seventh of two heptades, and the fourth in the 
(first) four (of the Fatimid caliphs). And a similar position 
belonged to Imam at-Tay3db, as whatever has happened shall be 
repeated again, and what has become known, shall become known 
again, — there is nothing new under the sun. Heptades of the 
Imams will continue to come into existence, and the seventh of 
these will always be the most poAverful (aqwd), the wisest, the most 
learned, and eloquent (and so forth), of them, until all this ends 
in the final Qiydm, or (final) revelation, manifestation of the 
Divine power, and broadcasting of the hidden knowledge. The 
Revelation (kashf) is the unveiling of the original (eternal) ideas 
from all that obscures them, and their communication to those 
who deserve to know them. Whoever has reached such a 
degree of perfection, he is in the possession of the “cycle of 
revelation” {dawru%kashf) ; by this fact he has already recognised 


1 YawmuH-tagMhun, i.e. the day of resurrection (lit. of s%viiidling) 
is so named because the believers shall as if were swhidlmg the unbelievers, 
by occupying the place in Paradise which they expected to have for them- 
:S©lveS., ■ 
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the Qahm, and the latter will reveal to himlhe virtue (of piety) 
and the punishment (for impiety). He will then have reached 
what was promised to him, having seen the Master of his daw by 
his mental vision, not by the physical eye-sight, — and by clear 
revelation (Mshf), in which there is nothing reserved (satr),: 

Muhammad b. Ismi^ii did not abolish anything of the formal 
worship and law (zdhir) of the sharp at of Muhammad the Prophet ; 
on the contrary, he strengthened it, and ordered every one to 
act according to it. Such was the practice of (all) the pure 
Imams, his descendants and successors, who uphold it, who 
stand fast by the obligatory prescriptions, and carefully observe 
what has been ordered, without the slightest neglect, overlooking, 
or simplification of these. What Imam al-Mulzz meant by the 
expression ‘‘the of Muhammad was purified {^uttilat) by 

his mission*', refers to his explaining its meaning, and revealing 
and clarifying its hidden points (asrdr). By this he expelled for 
his followers and supporters different elementary {zdhir) beliefs 
which contained traces either of ta'tU (divesting the Deity 
of Its attributes), or fashbih (anthropomorphism), concerning 
the True Creator, or making the idea of angels similar to that of 
human beings, and attributing bodies to them, although they are 
spiritual conceptions; and (generally) this kind of (perverse) 
beliefs in things which exist in this [58] world. He, Muhammad 
b. Isma‘il, purified such beliefs, explaining their real purpose, 
by revealing their mystical values, and making manifest correct 
explanation, based on the allegorical interpretation (ta'wU), 
through which true belief in the unity of God can be attained. 
He, God, is free from the properties belonging to His creations; 
and angels are known as abstract conceptions, or as a difference 
between the reward for good and punishment for bad, not as 
what they are believed to be by those who profess that they are 
material beings.; ■ 

This is similar to the acts of the Commander of the Faithful 
‘Ali who was the first who xoBe (QdHm) to reveal the inner 
ineaning of religion, explaining its ;precious and sacred hidden 
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sense. Tiie same was also 'done by the earlier Imams, as it 
was their mission to do this, and their eternal purpose in guarding 
these principles. They rose with full authority to (help) the 
erring mortals from whom the real meaning (of religion) is 
hidden and concealed. And they actually helped those who are 
capable to understand the real truth, revealing to them thorough- 
ly what they tried to acquire in religious knowledge. Verily, 
brother, they did not possess the necessary wisdom before 
this. Learn about the virtues of the Men of God, the Imams, 
and receive what they give thee, being grateful for this, seizing 
fast the ‘‘anchor of salvation” (urwatu%tmthgd), or the saving 
TOi^e {lpahlu%matln) \ 

8. (‘ Abdul-lali b. Muhammad b. Isma‘il, ar-Eadi). 

When Imam Muhammad b. Isma‘il was about to die, he 
handed over the earth to his son, ‘Abdul-iah ar-Eadi, making 
him his successor and trustee. He was the fii'st of the three 
“concealed” Imams, by the order of God and His inspiration 
He received his office from his father, and succeeded him in his 
high position. He corresponds to the seed (saldla) in the embryo- 
nal evolution of the human body, and to Adam in the first dawr 
of Prophets. He is the first [59] of the second heptade of the 
Imams (khulafd^), and corresponds with al-Hasan b. ‘Ali, the 
first of the atimmd^ (i.e. the Imams of the first heptade). 

He concealed himself, his fj^ijahs, and other dignitaries. His 
hujjat and U§dh was ‘Abdiil-iah b. Maymun 2, The Imam, did 
not show any trace of his existence to any one, or given any in- 


^ This is the usual formula which is repeated further on in connectiou 
with every subsequent Imam, obviously taken from the AsmTu'n-Nutaqa\ 
2 If Muhammad b. Isma‘il really flourished under Harun ar-Rashid 
(170-193/786-809), and if, as appears from the story, *AbduT-Iah was 
bom in his reign, there is little reason to doubt that ‘ Abdiil-Iah b. Maymun, 
who flourished at the time of Imam Ja'^far, must have been already long 
dead. And it is significant that he is never mentioned again, neither m 
this story, nor elsewhere, Nor is there any trace of him in such works 
as the latitar, Swat of J a* far, etc. This matter has already been discussed 
above, of; p. 128 sq. 
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dication of Mmself, so that nobody knew his hiding place except 
for the ''bearers of the Throne of God'*, who stand by the Divine 
order, the guardians of His creation, and the perfect amongst 
Ms, the Immi's Ipujjats, appointed for propaganda. His occnita- 
tion was like the darkest night,, and this happened because 
the forces of evil received ascendancy over the Truth, as the 
tyrannical Abbasid government was then strong, and fears and 
dangers were great. On account of the strictness of his conceal- 
ment, when Ms dignitaries were accepting on Ms behalf the 
oath of allegiance from neophytes, they used to tell them that 
they should obey the Lord of the time {waliyyu'l- asr), without 
pronouncing the name of the Imam. Only when the neophyte 
had advanced in religious learning, and received promotion 
to a higher position, they would write for him the name of the 
l^ijdhs, never revealing, however, the name of the Imam, or 
alluding to it by a sign or expression, until he had achieved the 
position of a trusted and independent worker (itldq). Only 
then would he be found deserving of the knowledge of the Imam’s 
name, by his request and his merit. This practice was in use 
through the whole period of the^ occultation of the Imams, until 
the Sun of Truth rose from the West, lighting up the horizon of 
religion for every one who seized fast the "anchor of salvation”. 
(Follow lines and lines of hollow lyrical eloquence in the same 
strain). . 

Dd% Muhammad b. Zayd, in his book al-Baldgk (end of the 
fourth/tenth c., oi. Guide, No. 109) quotes a story about Imam 
Ja' far, who said to Ms intimate associates: — "Strive to reach 
the sky gradually (by a ladder), and you will find what you want”. 
On being asked what was such a ladder, he explained that it was 
progress in learning, by which one advances higher and higher 
in it, and approaches it by his increasing knowledge and under- 
standing ... (follow discussions of the Atedtki, found in every 
book on haqdHq, etc., having no connection with the subject) . . . 

[60] When his term of life ended, and propaganda in Ms 
favour came to an end, he appointed Ms son Ahmad. at-Taqi, 
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and ascended to the holy abodes which rise in the sphere of 
angels. 

9. (Ahmad b. 'Abdil-lah b. Muhammad, at-Taql). 

Thus rose, by the order of God and His inspiration, Imam 
Ahmad b. 'Abdil-lah at-Taqi, the. second amongst the hhulafa- 
(i.e. the Imams of the second heptade). His liujjat was ' Abdul- 
-lah b. Maymun. This Imam corresponded in biology to the 
embryo stage, and in history to Noah, the second Ndtiq, and to 
his ancestor, Imam al-Husayn b. ‘Ali, the second amongst the 
Imams of the first heptade (atimmd'). He taught humanity as 
to the plain and esoteric subjects, and compiled The Treatises 
(i.e. the Encyclopaedia of the Ikhwdnu^s-safd)^ according to the 
four principal classes of human knowledge (follow the well known 
details of this work, but nothing is said about the circumstances 
of its compilation). . . 

The fundamental principles and institutions of the shar%%t 
have been strengthened and reinforced by parallels from the 
physical and psychical world. Arabs and non- Arabs have been 
enlightened by this work, so that the community hurried to 
those dignitaries of the Imam who were preaching the sciences 
treated in it, while the True Lord remained in concealment. 
This he did because al-Ma’mun (the seventh Abbasid caliph, 
198-218/813-833) collected astrologers, lavishing upon them a 
great wealth, and ordering them to compile a i.e. astronomical 
tables, which should be associated with his name while those 
who ought really to have possessed supreme authority 

i.e. the Imams) were living in disguise and concealment. 
The caliph was sure that the (leading) descendants of Eatima 

^ It is true that al-Ma’mun was much interested in astrology and 
astronomy, and even built an observatory in Baghdad. But it is difficult 
to see which is here referred to; perhaps the tables compiled by Ahmad 
b. ‘Abdi’l-Iah al-t|asib al-Marwazi (cf. Brockelmann G, d. A. L., I, 221). 
Accusations of impiety and the propaganda of heretical doctrines against 
al-Ma’mim do not belong to Ismaili circles only; they are chiefly based 
on reminiscences of his Mu‘tazilite leanings, and his encouragement of 
the doctrines such as of the Coran being created, and others. 
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had all perished, and that no one remained to uphold' the; prin- 
ciples of law, or to explain its application. He mshed to uproot 
the shaft at of Muhammad the Prophet,, and replace it with 
(law based on) astrology. While (as^ he' thought) astrology 
teaches about the begiiming and end of the world, is based on 
mathematics, and the reaction to good and evil {' iqdh wa thawdb), 
the religion of the Prophet, as every one may see, has no founda- 
tion. Thus, if this is true, those who treated 'Ali as they did, 
were [61]' not free in their actions. And if they cannot bear 
responsibility for what they have done, it would be obviously 
wrong to blame others for such things as slaying descendants of 
the Prophet, as all the blood of Qurayshites was shed by predes- 
ti.nation 

It was when the Possessor of the Right (i.e. Imam Ahmad) 
was informed about this theory that he compiled his Encyclo- 
paedia, revealing in it four philosophical disciplines, which his 
enemies could not do. With the help of this the pillars of the 
shartai have been strengthened, and its laws have become 
enforced by the support of parallels, and allusions to the real 
meaning, which neither could be neglected, nor regarded as 
impossible.' ^ ■ 

When the work was completed, and was published by the 
dignitaries {=: dd^is), it met with universal approval and fame. 
The caliph saw what he could obtain of this book, and was 
completely overwhelmed and perturbed. He handed it to Ms 
astrologers who found it beyond their powers, revealing to them 
things which they did not know. It introduced to them Alma- 
gest in which it even made some improvement, while they did 
not properly know anything of it. At this stage al-MaMiun 


^ This is an echo of the disputes between the diSerent Islamic schools 
in the time of al-Ma’ni un concerning the freedom of will and predestination, 
2 The great work of Ptolemy on astronomy, in an Arabic translation. 
It would indeed be interesting to verify how far this claim to have intro- 
duced it to Islamic students really is ;|ustified. The first translation, from 
Syiiac,' apparently belongs to, al-^ajjaj b. Yusuf b. Matar al-Hasib, who 
completed it in, 214/829. ■ Cf. Brock. I, 203.,’;,/ 
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received iiiforniation that the Owner of the rightfal Authority 
(i.e. the Imam) was living, as the earth can never remain without 
the Proof (of God), i.e. the Imam. ' Therefore he altered hiS' 
original intentions, by which he had expected to have something 
to boast of before the -Imam and^ the Alids, and summoned 
qddls smdfaqihs from different towns. He also handed over to 
the descendants of Fatima the oasis of Fadak and the ‘‘heights” 
( 2 — alJ Awdll , — apparently the name of an adjacent locality)* 
He argued with the faqths on the matter, and disagreed with 
them. Then he gave orders to proclaim in all towns that he 
summoned all the people who were descended from Fatima. 
Some answered the summons, relying on his exhibition of justice 
in the case of Fadak and al-‘AwalL He made judicial inquiry 
into the claims submitted to him in comiection with this property, 
and declared it as proved that Fadak and al-‘Awali were a gift, 
granted by the Prophet to Fatima ^ . . . Some Fatimids answered 
his summons, and amongst them ‘ Ali b. Musa ar-Rida, the 
(second) of the (second) six of the Twelvers’ Imams. [Follows 
the well known story that, being disappointed by the philoso- 
phical equipment of ar-Rida, al-Ma’mun, nevertheless, declared 
his intentions to abdicate in his favour, etc. Then comes a 
learned Ismaiii dd%, who impresses him; for the purpose of 
shielding the Imam he confesses that he is the Imam himself, 
and is executed by the caliph. As ‘Ali ar-Rida was dead by 
203/818, all this is nothing but a tissue of anachronisms: Imam 
Ahmad most probably had not yet been born, and the Ency- 
clopaedia of the Ihhwdnu^s-safd did not exist. But it Is ail 
extremely typical of those “highly secret truths, reserved for the 
few highly initiated and trusted ”, w^hich are what esoteric works 
usually contain when they touch on historical matters]. 

. . . This miracle (of Imam Ahmad) was similar to the 
miracle of the second Ndtiq (i.e. ISToah), which he performed 
(by building the Ark), when in his time the Deluge happened in 

^ Concerning the story of Fadak cf. W. Ivanow, Kalami Pir. Bombay, 
1935,''Pp."35-36.,, 
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order to destroy the enemies of God, and take them to the abode 
of humiliation. Miracles of the men [62] of God are great things, 
the holiest and the most blessed Divine signs, because the Light 
of Saints comes from the First Light, from which all other lights 
are derived; the ways of reason are barred from its compre- 
hension. The ultimate limit which the wise in their effort to 
know it would strive to attain, lies • beyond their knowledge of 
the veil, which, in fact, is the nearest to, them, and which is the 
highest limit of their penetration. This (in the sphere of Ismaili 
organisation) is the cMef dd%, the hdb, whom those dd'ls -who are 
under Mm can know. And this is a different thing from the 
rank of the Highest Proof, who is the top of the spiritual ladder, 
and its final goal. Such is the highest universal evolutionar,\' 
(or : Salsal-like) rank. 

Similarly Jabir b. Zayd al-JuTii relates from Imam al- 
-Baqir:— ‘‘I went to Our Lord, and, on entering, saw in his hand 
a rosary made of (dried) olives, while he himself was saying : 
''Glory be to God, for everything from whence I have taken the 
"veil”, a "door” was opened to me. And over everythingat 
the door of which I was knocking, a "veil” appeared. Glory 
be to the One who helps and guides those who search after Him, 
and directs those who speed in the search for His light Said I 
to myself: "Verily, thou art the Great One”. And the Imam 
lifted his face towards me, and said: "Verily, great is the One 
Who has been appointed by the Great One, and all-knowing is the 
One who has been appointed by the All-knowing, by His blessing 
emanating from Him to me. I am a slave of God, and it was 
Divinely revealed to me to bid you not to worship any deity 
except for God the Great”. I said to myself: "This is a veil , — 
why does he conceal himself?” The Imam turned his face to 


1 Jabir b. Zayd al-Ju‘fi is one of the favourite rdww of various mystic 
and esoteric speculations of Slii‘ite extremists, associated with Imam 
Muhammad ai-Baqir. It is difficult ' to ascertam, liis real history. He 
apparently flourished in the beginning of the second/eighth c. Cf. a 
similar transfiguration vision nairated dn/ the ■ and the 

and note 1 .on, p. 117. above. . 
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me, and I saw bright light shining and radiating from it,— so . 
much that my eyes could not stand it, and I began to faint. 
And the Imam uttered: — ''This is one of the miracles that some 
Saints can work*’. After this he said: "Should I show thee 
more, Jabir?” And I replied: "No, this is enough for me’'. 
.And he said: "I will announce to thee, Jabir, the glad tidings: 
God has purified thee, so that His shadow might descend upon 
thee, by the manifestation of His holy "gate” to thee, the holy 
Salsal h 0, Jabir, Salman is one of us, a member of the family 
of the Prophet His mhir, i.e. as he appears to the eye of an 
ordinary mortal, is as the outside of a door (which is shut); 
but his nature (hdtin) is derived from the light of the expression 
''ar-Balpmdn [63] ar-RoMm'' (i.e. from the formula of the basmala 
in the Coran). When thy vision ^ is screened from thy (lower) 
seif, thy (better) self shall become visible in the shining of his 
light. Thou hast seen as much as thou couldst stand, and every 
one shall witness as much as it has been revealed to thee. They 
also shall say and preach what was said and preached through 
thee. And we shall be behind all this, ail shall be visible to us. 
If thou couldst bear from Him as much as thou foearest from us, 
we shall become for thee what we are from Him (i.e. if thou 
couldst realise as much the Glory of God as thou recognisest our 
Imamat, thou shalt realise our real mystic nature?). Then 
hasten to discover the true relation between us and thyself. 
Then what thou canst not comprehend shall dawn upon thee, 
if God please”. 

This is what Imam al-Baqh has revealed about the great 
holiness of the "Greatest Veil” which is the highest, the holiest, 

1 Salsal m the mystic name of Salman al-FarsL Gf. L. Massignon 
“Salman Pak” (Tours, 1934), p. 35. This name is also used in the 
Ummu'l-Jdtdh. This particular passage is interesting as leaving no doubts 
as to the identity of these two names: Sahnan = Salsal. 

2 Of. Massingnon, op, cit,, 16-17. This is apparently a very early 
Shi‘it0 

3 ’Ker® al-absdr. The idea is somewhat Sufic. It is difficult to see 
whether such speculations really belong to the fourth/tenth c., to which 
many, if not all esoteric revelations of Imam Muhammad al-Baqir belong, 
or to a much later time. 
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and the nearest, to God of ail “veils”. And if siioh is the “veil” 
what then should be the thing “veiled”, if eyes are unable to 
behold it, and mental vision fails to understand it ? This is why 
it is commanded;— “ When Light dawns, prostrate before Him ” 

If so, and the Imams are such, then it is no wonder that wisdom 
which is spread by them can enlighten even the wisest, and reason 
trembles, being unable to follow them with knowledge based on 
causation. 

Thus the (chief) miracle of the second Imam of the second 
heptade was great, and the road to its appreciation straight. 
And lie was the Glorious, Ahmad, glorified by what the Great One 
{^Az%m) has given him, by how He kept him concealed and 
hidden; from his Light other lights were lit, and by his wisdom 
became known God, the Perfect, Paithgiving, Helper, Great, the 
Ruler. 

When his death approached, and he was about to depart 
from this world, he handed over his authority to his son ai- 
-Husayn b. Ahmad, making him the abode of his light, holy and 
great. 

10. (Husa 3 ni b. Ahmad al-Muqtada al-Ha<b). 

Then rose Imam ai-Husayn b. Ahmad al-Muqtada al-Hadi 
(= “whose example should be followed”, and “guiding”). 
He was the third of the khulafd^ (i.e. Imams of the second 
heptade), corresponding wfith the blood condensation {'alaqa) 
in the physical evolution of human body, occupying the same 
position as Abraham [64] amongst prophets, and Imam Zaynul- 
-^abidin amongst the early Imams, aUmmd% as ■ regards the 
events which took place under Mm, the necessity of disguise, 
manifestation of miracles foreshadowing the nearing manifesta- 
tion of the fourth Imam and Ms emigration. 


1 Cf. Goran, LXXVI, .26. 

^ jSTot© this 'deliberately^ ambiguous expression : ** the Imam 
Does Sayyid-na Idris mean here the fourth Imam of ' the second heptade, 
or the fourth conce<a5ted Imam ? . 
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His Imjjat was Ahmad, surnamed al- Hakim, a descendant 
of Imam Husayn, to whom.' 'Abdul-lah b. Maymiiii handed 
over his position. He was a hujjat of great rank and standing, 
the highest amongst the ‘Veils'’ and “names”, the most skilled 
and exalted.^ 

: From him, i.e. the Imam, appeared many revelations to 
his associates and devotees as it was in the case of Imam 
Zaynnl-‘abidin, who made (the well known) revelation to 
Jabir b. ‘Abdi’l-lah al-Ansari in the vision of Mtm, Fd, Ha, 
Sm, returning then to the form oi In doing this, he 

asked Jabir: — “Does thy reason stand this? Such are the 
“shirts”, in all times and periods: shirts are changing, but I am 
not. And the Prophets and Imams are “temples of Light” 
through which the Truth shines in Its manifestation”. 

On this subject the dd‘l Ja‘far b. Mansur, in his Kitdbu’l" 
Kashf^, says: “ 'ayn (i.e. ‘All) is great, the ultimate limit of all 
limits. By it indications are made of the Omnipotent Creator, to 
whom no properties similar to those of His creations can be pre- 
dicated, nor pollution, nor change in time; but He Himself makes 
time change, and pass through different periods and epochs, and is 
the Truth of aU eternity. Great is He, the source of eternity, 
One Who predestines the most intimate motives by which acts 


5 According to the anti-Ismaiii sources, ‘ Abdul-lah b. Majunun was 
succeeded by his own son Ahmad. And now it appears that this Alimad 
was a descendant of ‘ Ali. Apparently he has nothing to do with Abii 
‘All ai- Hakim, i.e. Husayn’s brother, Muliammad b. Ainnad, mentioned 
in the first book of (cf. above, p. 31). Which is true, and wMcli 

is false ? Most probably both statements are equally baseless, and are 
pure fiction intended to reconcile the “generally known facts” about the 
katimide genealogy with the silence of Ismaili sources. ^Abdu’ldah b. 
Maymun by this time should have been nearly 200 years old. 

2 This refers to the transfiguration miracle, narrated in the Ghdyatu% 
-■mawalld, exactly in the same way as it appears in the Ummidl-hitdb, in 
which Muhammad al-Baqir appears to the vision of Jabir ibn ‘Abdi’I- 
4ah al-Ansari in the form of Muhammad, Fatima, Hasan, ^usayn,^ and 
‘All. It is strange that here the miracle is attributed to Za^u’i-‘abidin. 
Most probably this is unceremonious adjustment of tradition to the 
author’s own theorising. What were these “many revelations” by 
ai- Husayn b. Ahmad is neither explained here, nor in the ‘ Vyunu^l-aJchbar. 

3 Cf. Guide, No. 50. An edition of it is being prepared by Prof. B. 
Strothmann. ■ ■ 
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are decided. He always remains, the Something that liunmnity 
knows,, at any period and epoch, and praises in ail His 'Vhoiises. 
differing from all forms created by Him, unique in tiie perfection 
of His guidance, One in the eyes of those- who can know. Him, 
living in the hearts of those -who praise Him, glory be to Him, 
or even those who know (His) “veil’’ only. He is clad in Glory 
[65] and Perfection, which belong to the furthest limit of hopes 
and causes. God the All-high' has nothing to do with those who 
recognise any other Deity beside Him, and worship another god, 
or a mortal person whom He has not appointed (as His Lieute- 
nant), or recognise a lord whom he has not sent to men”. This 
is what he (JaHar b. Mansur) says. 

The “Great is the First Reason, the Supreme Creative 

Substance (al-Ibdd^ al-Afdal), which makes itself manifested (to 
the human perception) in the most perfect guise, while, at the 
same time, it is deeply hidden at the bottom of every creation, 
so much that none has the mental power to comprehend it. 
The is great because God the All-high said (Cor., XLIII, 
3); — ‘^Verily it is in the “Mother of Books” with Us, high and 
wise {^Aliyyun Hakmmn)’\ And whosoever has inherited his 
(i.e. ‘ All’s) position, which is unique, the same applies to him 
also. And it is inevitable that every high position should have 
a holy “veil”; and his must be the highest and the most glorious 
“proof”, i^ujjat, which is the most exalted of all such Ijbujjats, 
standing jxist below the greatest rank of the Imamat, which is the 
l imit of all religious ranks Q^udUd), the ultimate goal of creation, 
and the manifestation of the Divine bounty and generosity. Do 
then understand, brother, the nature of the hijdh, its properties 
and functions, by learning all that thou canst collect about it, 
in order that thou mayest be saved, entering the abode of bliss 
with . the . saints of God. , 

Toreturn nowto- the story of Imam' al-Uusayn al-Muqtada. 
He rose to complete - the task of his father, his teachings, and 
institutions. He epitomised the Encyclopaedia into a useful 

^7 . '■ ■ . . , ■ 
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and instractiFe Synopsis {al-Jdmi'a)^, He also sent his dd%s 
(everywhere), .and they had a great success in converting many 
peoples to the true religion, because the appearance of the pro- 
mised Mahdi w^as drawing nearer. He (Imam Husayii) sent to 
the Yaman al-Husayn b. al-Farali b. Hawshab (who later on 
became known as) Mansur. 

Astrologers and horoscopists were foretelling the early 
advent of the Mahdi, gladdening the masses with their tidings 
of the early arrival of his authority. And soon kings and enemies 
(of the Imam) perceived the change clearly, so that many of 
them, as the king of San' a and some others, [66] gave up their 
authority 2. 

[Follows a very important, but very obscure passage]: 
Soon after this the Imam, the Master of the Epoch {al-Imdm 
Sdhibu'z-zamdn , — other than al-Husayn?) proceeded to his 
emigration towards the West, while al-Mahdi was with him 
(under his protection, fi hanfi-hi). He died {azhar mi-naglat) 
while travelling, appointing (before his death) as his trustee his 
own brother, Sa'idul-khayr, as the guardian and trustee for 
his son (al-Mahdi? or al-Qahm?). Sa'idu’l-khayr brought him 
up (whom ? — al-Mahdi, or al-Qahm ?): He (Sa'id), by the order 
of the defunct Imam, was called the Imam, screening the real 
Man of God (Waliyyu'lddh), and thus concealing his high 
position from his own followers until the time of his manifesta- 
tion arrived, and his light rose. He (who, — the late Imam, or 
Sa'idul-khayr ?) ordered the da' to do this, as also to call him 
(whom? — Sa'idul-khayr himself, or al-Mahdi, or al-Qa’im?) — • 
"the Rising Sun’’ in order to divert the unwelcome attention 
of the enemies from the (real) Man of God, his (whose ?) son 
(or descendant ? — waladi-hi) al-Qa’im, who had to be the Imam 
after him (whom ? — the defunct Imam, or Sa' idu’i-khayr ? ). 

1 This obviously refers to the Jdmi^ a, an epitome of the Encyclopaedia 
of Ikhwdnu^s-mfd, Cf. above, p. 35, note 2. 

2 Obviously an allusion to some detail in the conquest of the Yaman. 

3 In all Ismaili works the epithet “Rising Sun” is applied to al- 
;-MahdL / ; 
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Kobody knew about all this, knowing nothing about the mystery 
of God concerning him (whom ?), except for the sincerest devotees,, 
trusted, pure, good, and capable of knowing (and keeping) the 
mystery of God concerning His Men, realising the importance 
of what has been revealed to them by His trusted servants 
{mfiyd’). And at last came the time of the Advent. The dd'is 
intensified their propaganda, (openly) pointing out (to the masses) 
whom they were ordered to point out, as their Master (whom?). 
They explained his rights (fadl) to his followers, guided them to 
him, and spread the glad tidings that the Sun was rising from 
its place of setting, and promising that this was going to happen 
in the near future : it was to appear from behind the veils that 
had so far screened it 

IL (AhMahdi bil-lah). 

Then rose al-Mahdi bil-lah. Propaganda in his favour 
spread everywhere, and his opponents received clear indications 
(of his success), taking necessary action. He manifested him- 
self in Sijilmasa, with the help of xAbu 'Abdil-lah, who was in 
charge of the propaganda in the West, — may God sanctify Ms 
spirit I With him was Imam 2 al-Qalm hi-amri^Udh Muhammad 
b. ‘Abdil-lah, the true Imam (al-mmtahuqq) after him on the 
tlirone of the caliphs, and in whose favour the propaganda was 
carried on by all the dd'^ts (al-awUyd^) And al-Mahdi was 
Ms (al-Qa’im’s) tutor, pointing his high office to his followers, 

[67] Al-Mahdi bil-lah was the fourth amongst the Jchulafd^ 
(i.e. the Imams of the second heptade). His position was similar 

^ As iiieiitioned above (cf. p. 60 sq.), this is obviously an intentionally 
obscured paraphrase of the passage from the QhMyatu'l-mawdUd, dealing 
with the matter. Without it the passage seems to he quit© ixnintelligible. 
It is yet another instance of the “truth reserved for the trusted few’’ 
in esoteric wo.rks.,, 

2 Here the word Imam is obviously added to avoid misunderstanding, 
and to show that the words al-QcVim, etc., are the name, not the technical 
term. ' . 

® Again the same faint implication of al-Qa’im being the main figure, 
while ,al-MahdI, .as ..mentioned in the next sentence, was “his guardian and 
tutor ’ ’ . Nevertheless, the . author proceeds to . treat al-Mahdi nn the same 
lines as . other Imams... . ^ 
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to that of the ''clot of blood” (madghat) in the physical evolution 
of man. He corresponded to his ancestor al-Baqir, and to the 
Prophet Moses, the owner of the miraculous staff, the one who 
worked miracles and produced Divine signs. His miracles were 
obvious, and his signs clear. He also corresponded , to the sun, 
in the universe, the fourth of the powers, which exercises its 
influence upon what is higher and what is lower than itself in 
the natural world. 

He stood firmly by what was predicted and promised by 
his great ancestor, Muhammad the Seal of the Prophets, the 
Lord of the Saints, who announced his advent on many occasions, 
and in numerous indications. Thus he said that about the end 
of the third century after his Hijra "the sun shall rise from the 
place at which it sets.” And in fact the sun really rose, and its 
miracles spread. 

He was the greatest Veil, the holiest and greatest "Gate”, 
the bearer of what God has entrusted to him of His trust, which 
he handed over to al-Qa’im bhamril-lah, his son, which was to 
belong to him on the completion of his education and studies, as 
he was his heir, just as 'All was with regard to Muhammad the 
Apostle of God 

His miracles and signs became manifested, and his dd'is 
explained his rights (fadl). His propaganda appeared in the 
Yaman, and Maghrib; and intense sorrow disappeared from the 
hearts of the Muslims when they knew about the approach of his 
enthronement. When on his way to the Maghrib he reached 
Egjrpt, and had acquired fame on his way in different countries, 
which became filled with talk and rumours about Mm, astrologers 
came to the governor of Egypt. He ordered them to prepare a 
horoscope of different towns in order to discover in which 
province (jazira), and in wMch town he was residing. When 


^ This again clearly implies that al-Mahdi was a temporary “trustee ” 
of the sacred “ deposit ”, belonging to al-Qa’im. All this may be an example 
of the mystic reasoning in which two mutually excluding statements 
are both accepted as true. 
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tlie Man of God learnt of this, he, gave -orders to fill, a large copper 
basin with water, set in the middle of it a chair, [68] and sat on it. 
The astrologers then said to the governor: ‘‘Verily, he (al-M,ahdi),, 
is in a towm with copper walls, in a citadel, surrounded by w'-ater 
But the governor persisted in commanding horoscopes of difterent 
towns, and ultimately traced him. He vras seized, together with 
al-Qa’im, and thrown into prison 

When they were brought into the prison, they found there 
many people, already confined for a long time. Then al-Mahd! 
asked them, whether they wanted to get out with him. The 
people began to sneer, nmking signs to each other, and said that 
they wanted to go with him to S^nia, but he was referring tO' 
something impossible. Thereupon al-Mahdi stepped towards the 
door, struck it oif, took a piece of charcoal, and drew on the door 
the outlines of a l)oat. Having completed this, he invited those 
who wished to escape to take a seat on the door. He sat there 
with his son, and ail the others, except for one, who disbelieved 
ail this. And then he saw the door going up into the air, floating 
in it; it fell, and broke its base, and landed on the Nile. News 
of this spread, and those who disbelieved him, were disappointed. 
The people gazed at the door floating on the Nile, and became 
certain that the expected Mahdi, who was predicted to them, 
had arrived. Rumours of this spread, but his enemies left him 
in peace. 

He went to Sijilmasa, and then to Qayra\ran and Raqqada, 
accepting the oath of allegiance from converts, who were very 
numerous. His manifestation at Sijilmasa took place with 
the help of his Abu 'Abdil-lah, may God have mercy on 
him! The latter remained there for some time, until his own 
brother Abu l-‘Abbfe insinuated himself into his favours, and 
made him commit an error. He declared that al-Mahdi was not 
the Mahdl. Abu ‘Abdil-lah ash-Shf i began to come into the 


1 This and the, -subsequent miracle are a valuable , addition, to the 
already large collection of secret matters to be ■ confided only to , the trusted 
and fully initiated ones, for, whom-, such -.esoterie. works', are „intend 0 d. : , 
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presence of al-Mahdi with his shirt turned the wrong side, for 
[69] three days in succession, without realising this, preoccupied 
with his plot against the Man of God, whom he opposed and 
deceived. May God give us refuge from doing evil after good, 
and conceiving doubt after sincere faith ! Or from apostasy 
after devotion! We pray Him rather to send us death while 
we still remain sincerely faithful to Him. . . 

. . . Then al-Mahdi summoned Abu ^Abdil-lah ash-Shfl, 
and executed him. But after his death he forgave him, and 
prayed for him, never undoing what he had done soundly before 
falling into error. He executed with him his brother Abul- 
-'Abbas, who had become very conceited, and was heading 
obstinately towards the same thing as Iblis had done. He took 
from him his rank in the da'wat, completely disowned him, 
informing ail the people of this, and of the fact that he had con- 
fessed to having committed an obvious error, losing for himself 
the advantages of this world and the next, by associating with 
the misohiefmakers. 

Thereafter he gave orders to build Mahdiyya and when he 
had completed it, and made it ready for occupation, he trans- 
ferred thither his household, making it the ddr Mjra, i.e. refuge, 
for al-Qahm bi’l-lah, the Commander of the Faithful. He then 
ordered someone to shoot an arrow thence, and the arrow fell 
in the place which he indicated, and al-Mahdi gave orders to 
build a mosque (musalld), saying: — "As far as here will reach the 
Dajjal (Antichrist), Mukhlid b. KaydM, may God curse him’’. 
And he added, turning towards a Shi'ite, called Musa b. Ahmad: 
"01 Musa, to-day I feel sure of the safety of the Fatimid women 
{?)”. At that time the accursed enemy of God, Mukhlid b. 
KaydM, had just been born in the country of Sudan, in the 
place called Kukwa (or Kawkawa?). 

Al-Mahdi energetically organised his propaganda, and his 
dd%s worked in many countries. [70] The earth became 


A suburb of Qayrawan, which was later on abandoned. 
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illuminated with, the Light of its Lord, and the lights of G4od began 
to come out from behind their screens. He appointed , (as his 
successor) Miihaiiimad ai-Q.ahm bi-amril-lah, the Goniniander of, 
the Faithful, instructing his missionaries to proclaim his obvious 
rights; and he returned to him his trust {amdnat), and handed 
over to him. ■ his rank (ndba) He returned to al-Qa’im the 
deposit which was entrusted to him by God {wadt at), giving his 
(whose ? ) other sons their proper share in it. Thus he deposited the 
rightful property with its real owner, returning it to its legitimate 
repository, for the sake of the principle according to which there 
can be only one Man of God {taivMdan Ii-Waliyyi'l4dh), in re- 
cognition of his exalted position. In doing this he followed the 
example of his ancestor, Muhammad the Mustafa, who appointed 
as his trustee ' Aii b. Abi Talib on the day of Ghadir Khumm, 
when his soul gave him a warning of approaching death, and the 
day of his resting in peace approached. Similarly, al-Qahm 
bi-amril-lah was the Light of God shining from behind the 
greatest Veil, and the proof of his high mission was that the 
Arabs were thrown into commotion by his claims {fadli-hi). 
The dd'is approached him (obviously al-Qalm), and he informed 
them that al-Mahdi hi 1 -lab was the most excellent example to 
them with regard to himself 

Al-Malidi bil-lah accumulated many supplies in Mahdiyya, 
fortified it, provided it with money and a garrison, which 
occupied it. He had a slave, called Jawdhar who was brought 


^ The appointment of al-Qa’im as the successor of al-Mahdi (obviously 
as a measure to insure the continuation of the dynasty in ease of a success- 
ful attempt on al-Mahdi’s life) was made immediately after the liquidation 
of the conspiracy of Abu ‘Abdil-lah ash-Shil in 298/911. What amdnat 
al-Mahdl returned to al-Qa’im, and how he surrendered his rutba ( =* Ima- 
mat ?), is not explained, but there is little doubt that this refers to the 
secret wisdom of the .Alids. W© see that after this act he still ruled 
undisputed for 24 years, in perfect agreement with al-Qa’im. And al- 
though ai-Mahdl had several other sons, there is no mention of any in- 
trigue on their part, , Of. also p, 265. ' . . 

2 All this ^..again, clearly , alludes .tO’ 'the diJBEerence' in .the status of 
al-Mahdi and ai-Qa’im, the latter occupying a higher position. 

8 Gf. above, p, 11 sq. As stated further on, p. ;265, he died on his 
way to the newly founded Cairo, in 363/974. 
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lip ill the principles of purity and piety, of following the right 
example of his masters, and their guidance, living a very pious 
life similar to their own, never forgetting his humble position 
with regard to them. He was entrusted with finances and 
superintending the affairs of the palace of al-Mahdi. The latter 
entrusted all this to him, knowing his perfect piety and devotion 
in his desire to be clean before the face of God at any moment. 

It is narrated that once he was sitting there when one of the 
servants of the palace [71] went into the presence of al-Mahdi, 
and then came out, telling him that he had received orders to 
satisfy the requests of certain people, and referring them to him, 
Jawdhar. He added that the Lord said to him: — '^Go now, 
may God bless thee’h The man came out frowning, and when 
Jawdhar looked at him, he did not approve of his attitude, and 
asked what was the matter. He replied: — hoped that our 
Lord wnuld grant something to my request. But I received 
nothing from him Jawdhar said to him : “ Verily, the blessing 
that thou hast received from him, and which he invoked on thee 
is greater than anything in this frail world The man replied 

“I wanted something more substantial than a blessing’’. Said 
Jawdhar: — “And what about selling me this blessing, given to 
thee by our Lord, for ten gold coins ? ” The man agreed at once. 
Whereupon Jawdhar counted him out ten gold coins, demanding 
from him a formal receipt, for the lawful sale, and handing over 
the blessing, without the right to cancel the transaction, or its 
intention, finally, and without any reservation. Thus Jawdhar 
received what he had bought, and they parted completely satisfied 
with the deal. Next morning al-Mahdi summoned Jawdhar, 
asked him about this, and he narrated it . Then the Imam said 
“May the blessing of God be in thee and with thee”. And he 
gave him 100 mithqdls of gold, tenfold of what he paid .i This his 
prayer and blessing had a permanent effect on Jawdhar, and he 
served after al-Mahdi also al-Qa’im, al-Mansur, and al-Mufizz. 


1 This anecdote is taken from the first part of the Sirat Jawdhar. 
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He travelled with the latter when he went to the East (i.e. Egypt), 
and died on Ms way there 

When the laws of the rightly guiding daSvat (peace of God be 
upon its Master !) became strengthened in Mahdiyya, and thosev 
who were concealing themselves in the cave of religious, disguise 
could come out into the open, there came the day of the death 
and ended the life of Imam al-Mahdi bil-lah. He handed over 
his dignity to Ms son al-Qadm, and the sacred , trust (wadtat wa 
amdnat), which was deposited with him. Then he died, departing 
to , his Lord. ,[72]' 

When ai-Qa’im wanted to bury him in a side room of his 
palace, none was present vdth him at the side of the grave whe'ii 
he had to deposit there the body of al-Mahdi, except for Jawdhar, 
to whom he said: — “Verily, it is unlawful for an Imam to bury 
his predecessor without raising a witness for himself. Thus this 
is iinlavdiil to me also, without such a witness (Imjjat), and I have 
selected thee, in preference to everybody for revealing him ’ ’ . And 
he recited the dyat of the Coran (XXXIII, 72): — “Verily, we 
offered the deposit to the heavens, and earth, and hills, and they 
refused to accept it’’,— to the end of the verse. 

Then he said:^ — “Come near me”. And when Jawdhar 
came near, he ordered to him to stretch Ms hand, wMile Jawdhar 
was trembling wdth fear. And the Imam said:— “Verily, we 
accept from thee the oath of allegiance to God, and the firm 
promise, that thou wilt keep it concealed — on my behalf ?) 

what I shall show thee a,nd reveal to thee”. Jawdhar replied: 
“Yes, my Lord,, may God bless thee!” Then, the Imam said: — 
“,My son, Isma*!l, siirnamed aLMansur, is my witness (hujjat) and 
my heir apparent : know his position and rights ”. Jawdhar duly 
, concealed his secret statement and order, until the time . came, , 
'when God wished this to become. public. Then al-Qa’im buricM^'v 
al-MahdL^. ' ; 

1 Obviously, ill 363/974. ■ ■ 

^ This is also taken from the' beginning of the Sirat Jawdhar, 
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Jawdliar was in the service of the Imams, and devoutly 
worked for them, as to a certain extent is related in the book of 
(his secretary) Mansur, w^ho described in it his life and service 
with the four Imams (i,e. Slrat Jawdhar). Whoever wants to 
read it, it is w^ell-known and famous. 

There is no strength and power except in God, and there is 
no Imam or fi^ujjat except by His help (ta'yld). There is no 
power for us except in sticking fast to His proof on the earth. 
And there is no power or strength for us except in God, the High, 
the Giesbt {al’'‘‘AUyyu%^Azlm)\ [73] 

12. (Abul-Qasim Muhammad al-Qahm bi-amril-lah). 

Then rose the Imam Who ariseth, Muhammad Abul-Qasim 
— the prayers of God be upon him, and His blessings and best 
praises! He was the fifth of the khulafd’ (i.e. the Imams of the 
second heptade), corresponding with the bones (in the physical 
evolution of human body), with his ancestor Imam as-Sadiq, the 
fifth of the atim7nd\ and the Messiah Jesus son of Mary, the Spirit 
of God, the Reviver of the dead, and the Purifier of the blind and 
leprous. He was the Root of Light {asWn’Nur), and the second 
of the Manifest Imams, corresponding with the Commander of 
the Faithful 'All b. Abi Talib, in that he rose after the Prophet 
Muhammad, and in what passed over to him, point by point A 
He was the repository of the mystery of God, and His "Word’’, 
remaining in his (i.e. the Prophet’s) progeny, till the day of the 
Resurrection (according to the well-known 

The Commander of the Faithful 'Ali b. Abi Talib was the 
first of those occupying the greatest position, during the period 
of Muhammad. And so was Imam al-Qa’im bi-amri’l-lah the 
first qd'im who rose after al-Mahdi bi’l-lah. He was endowed 
with great rights (fadl), and exalted position, which the majority 
of learned theologians could not even comprehend. Nobody 


1 The expression aslu^n-Nur {the real Light?), and the comparison 
of the position of al-Qa’im and al-Mahdi with that of ‘Ali and the Prophet 
again alludes to the difierenee in their standing. 
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knew, his real, religious, position in ail its iniplications (bi-Jjuqtqaii- 
»-M), except for the Imam al-Mahdi bil-lah, and the Imams ..from 
Ms progeny, just as nobody knew the real position of the Com- 
mander of the Faithful 'Aii except the Apostle of God, and the 
Imams from his, house. 

Jabir b. ‘Abdil-lah al-Ansari narrates from Imam Zaynii’h 
-‘abidin, who ordered to him to tell of the ajjpearance of 'Ali b, 
Abi Jalib to him. in his Luminous Substance {bi'n-niminiyyat). 
He said : '*1 was sitting once in the presence of the Commander 
of the Faithful ‘Ali b. Abi Talib, when there entered Salman and 
Jundab, — may God be satisfied with them ! They greeted the 
Amir, and sat down. ‘Ali returned their greetings, and said : — 
By my life, verily this (knowledge) is obligatory in respect of 
every true believer, because a slave of God [74] will not become 
perfect in his faith until he recognises myself in my (real) 
Luminous Substance. If he only knows me in this my present 
form, this is only that in which God tests his heart as to the 
strength of his faith, and examines his mind. He, the faithful, 
can only by this become one seeing what he wants to know. The 
one who fails is he who doubts, and is obsessed by doubts, 0, 
Salman, Jundab had said to thee this hour: — “Let us go, and 
ask him (i.e. ^Ali), about knowing him in his (real) Luminous 
Substance”. And he (Salman) said: “Very well, let it be so! 
Let him inform us about his Luminous Substance, and the 
knowledge of God”. 

‘'All continued: — You have been only ordered to worship 
God, in all sincerity towards Him, according to the faith of the 
b,amfs, offering prayers, paying zaMt , — such is the religion of 
the qiydmat. He (God) means (by this) that the true believers 
are ordered to profess the oneness of God (tawliid), and this implies 
absolute sincerity in obedience to Him. The expression '‘'hamfs'" 
means the acceptance of the Prophetic mission of M 
because he is the Lord of the b^amfs^ The expression “offer 

^ As is known, there is much nneertainty about the real meaning of 
the. term hamf, so. often, used in the ■Coran,- - ■ Muslim, theologians, treat it. as 
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prayers'’ refers to my tvaldyat, i.e. sympathy with my claims. 
Whoever supports these, offers the prayer, as is said in the Coraii 
(II, 42): — ‘hSeek aid with patience and prayer, though it is a 
hard thing save for the humble But God the All-high does not 
say: both these are hard, because the majority of men accept the 
Prophetic mission of Muhammad, but only a few are firm in their 
affection (waldyat) to me, — only those who are ^"'humble”. 
And similarly He said (XXII, 44): ‘'a deserted well and lofty 
palace”. The ‘"palace” here alludes to the Prophet, and the 
“well” to myself: by God, they have deserted allegiance to me 
{waldyat-l) 1 And the expression ''pay zahdV symbolises the al- 
legiance to the Imams from my descendants. This is (the real) 
zahdt: the one who pays it, follows the rehgion of the qiydmat, 
as I shall explain to you, o, Salman and Jundab ! ” 

“Muhammad and myself are One Light, from the Light of 
God. God has ordered this Light to split into two halves, and 
said to one half: “Be Muhammad”, and to the other: — “Bo 
"All”, This is why [75] the Prophet said: — "" " Ali is from me, 
and I am from "Ali. Nobody can act on my behalf except "Ali”» 
""0, Salman and Jundab, — thus Muhammad has become 
the Prophet of God, al-Mustafa, and I have become his trustee, 
al-Murtada. He, Muhammad, has become the Teacher (Ndtiq)^ 
and I have become the Silent (Sdmit); he uttered a warning, and 
I guide the people. Muhammad has become the Master of 
Paradise, and I have become the Master of Hell, saying to it: 
“That is thine, and this is mine”. Muhammad has become the 
lord of mercy, and I have become the lord of terror {rajfa, com- 
motion); he has brought Divine indications {daldldt), and I have 
brought miraculous proofs (%di). Muhammad has become the 
Seal of the Prophets, and I have become the Seal of the Trustees. 
I have destroyed the earlier generations {qumn), l am the “ Great 
Message” (an-Nabd'u'VAz%m), in which they were at variance. 


deixotiiig the follower of the (hj^othetic) “religion of Abraham*’. It 
obviously was an Aramaic word, applied to the followers of a religious 
sect in Arabia. 
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Miilmmniad took iip preaching, and I took up the sword. I am 
the Command of God, Who makes the spiiit (ruli) descend by His 
order . upon aiiy ' of His slaves to whom He pleases to send it 
(XL, 15). ' And the authority (amr) is from the Spirit of God, 
which is not given except to the Prophet and his Trustee. To 
whomsoever God gives of His Spiiit, He makes him different from 
ordinary men, exalting him above ordinary mortals, and endowing 
him with supreme authority, so that he can kill and bring back 
to life, and know what has happened and what is going to happen, 
by such Spirit, and possess the knowledge of what is in the 
Heaven; he can ascend there, and again descend upon the 
earth,” ^ 

‘*0, Salman and Jundah, Muhammad has become (oral) 
mention, and I have become writing (al-kitdb), as God Himself has 
said (LXV, 11) : — ‘‘God hath sent unto you a Word, an Apostle 
And also (XXI, 10): — “We have sent unto you a Book in which 
there is warning for you Muhammad is the Testimony of God 
to His creation, and I am his proof [hu^jat) whom God has raised ; 
and He has given to me what He never gave to any one. As 
God commanded (V, 71): “0, Apostle, deliver the message that 
was sent down to thee from thy Lord; but if thou wouldst not 
deliver it, thy Apostleship shall not be accomplished. And €4od 
shall defend thee from the people”. [76] 

“God promised to me, and accepted my oath of allegiance. 
I am the “Guarded Table” {al-Law1iu%mabfuz), as God has re- 
vealed to me what is in it. O, Salman and Jundab 1 Muhammad 
is the chapter “ and I am the chapter '"ahQnfdnu% 

-bMMm/ ’ (both are expressions at the beginning of the XXXVI- th 
chapter). Muhammad is the letter n (nun), and I am the Pen 
(qalam); he is Td^M, said I am ^^al-Qur^dn^^ (expressions at the 


, ^ ..All this obviously belongs to a very late phase .of Shi‘ite specuiation, 
not earlier than the fourth/tenth c. The contrast between the Prophet 
as the .nianifestation of the .Ba/iwan attributes of God,, and ‘All’s of the 
Qahhdr 0>ikd. Jahbdr attributes, is 'known to Persian Sufism. , „ “ The, sun is 
the source of light, .but it also blinds one who tries to look directly at it ”, — 
as this mys'tical conception is usually explained. 
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beginning of several chapters of the Goran). He is the yellow 
ruby, and I am a red ruby. And there is no difference between 
myself and Muhammad: I am Muhammad, and Muhammad 
is I, I am from him, and he is from me. As God said (tV, 
19-20):— “He has let loose the two seas that meet together; 
between them is a barrier they cannot pass”. Muhammad is 
the greatest benefaction of God, and I am the best benefaction of 
God, as He said (LV, 21): “Then which of your Lord's bounties 
will ye twain deny ? ” 0, Salman and Jundab, verily our dead 
never die, and those amongst us who are killed, are not killed in 
reality. We do not become born, and do not give birth. ” 

Said Jabir: “I touched the earth before him out of respect 
for what I heard from him, and said: “0, my Lord, it is difficult 
for me to understand what I heard thee say that thou “hast 
destroyed the earlier generations”, and, secondly, thy words 
about thy people's dead never dying, and those amongst them 
who are killed, not being killed in reality 

And ‘All replied: ‘'0, Jabh, I am an Order from God, 
because He says (XL, 15):— “The Spirit by His command will 
descend on whomever He pleases, of His slaves”. And God 
made me His Command, according to the verse (XI, 42) : “until 
at length when Our Order came, and the oven boiled (with regard 
to the salvation of Xoah, whom I saved)”. And He said (XI, 
84) : “And when Our Command came, We made what was high in 
them low And with regard to what I said that those amongst 
us who die do not really die, it is because the Spirit is from God; 
and that those amongst us who are executed are not really killed, 
the reason is the same. I am the master of every true believer, 
male and female, of those who have already come in existence, 
and who are to come in the future, 0, Salman and Jundab! 
when I helped, as I did. Prophets with the Spirit, I was speaking 
by the tongue of Jesus in his cradle. Adam, Seth, Noah, Sem, 
Abraham, Isma‘il, Moses, Joshua, Jesus, Simon, and Muhammad 
and myself— all are one, [ 77 ] and who sees myself, sees all of 
them. But I am one of the slaves of God. Bo not call us 
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''lords’', but, sa}" whatever you like in our praise, because we are 
the "gates” leading to God, His Proofs, His trusted men amongst 
thC' people, His lieutenants, and the leaders (Imams) of His 
religion,' His "face”, His "sides”, His Command, a.nd the\nml' 
towards "Him. Through iis He metes out punishment, by us He 
metes, nut reward. He has chosen us from His creations, making 
us pure and clean. And if anyone asks: why .has He done this, 
how ? For what reason ? For what purpose ? — verily, such a 
man is an infidel: "He (God) is not asked (for explanations) as 
to His acts, and they ask for these (XXI, 23} 

"O, Saimlin and Jundab! Who believes in what I have said 
and explained, commented upon, and clarified, — such a man is a 
believer whose heart God has tested for his faith. And if he 
distinguishes between my expressions and their hidden meaning, 
he is a truly intelligent (mustabsw) and knowing man, under- 
standing and perfect. But those who feel doubts as to what is 
said, or suspicions, or are negatively disposed, or give up, — those 
are sinners and defaulters. O, Salman and Jundab! I bring 
humanity to life, and I make them die, I create them, and nourish 
them, and heal the leprous and the blind. I give you what you 
eat and what you throw out in your houses, by the Command of 
My Lord. And the Rightful Imams from my progeny are acting 
in the same way, because all of us are one and the same thing, 
manifested in all times. We wish if God wishes, and we dislike 
if God dislikes. Woe to those who deny our rights, and what 
God has given to us, our mission to increase His might and will. 
God has given us all that is the highest, the greatest, and the most 
important of all these. He has given us the Greatest Xame, ; by 
uttering which we may, if we wish, ascend the Heaven, niafce the 
sun, moon, and stars to obey us. But with all this we eat and 
drink, w^alk in the market place, and do what we will, by the 
command of God, our Lord, .as is sap: ' . . honoured servants, 

wiio do not speak until He speaks, but at His bidding: do they 
act” (XXI, 26-27).' / 
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“This is what one must know about myself in my Luminous 
Substance. Learn this, both of you, be guided by this, and be 
blessed, by the will of Grod ! ’’ [78] 

This is what he said. We have cited this in order that 
intelligent people may know his position with regard to the 
Prophet. And this his position was exactly the same as that of 
Imam al-Qa’im bi-amril-lah with regard to al-Mahdi bil-lah, as 
light from light, and manifestation (of Divine power), one like 
the other, one in substance, as the Divine power testifies this. 
Thus have Divme signs been manifested, and the words of thy 
Lord became true and justified. 

As ai-Qa’im bi-amriT-lah was similar in his position to ‘Al! 
at the period of his manifestation, his reign was confounded by 
the appearance of the accursed enemy of God, Mukhhd b. 
Kaydad, Abu Yazid, the Antichrist (Dajjdl), who appeared in his 
reign just as enemies of God rose in the reign of ‘Ali, Commander 
of the PaithfuL The original place of the accursed Abu Yazid, 
the Squinting, was under Abu ‘Ammar the Blind, a teacher. 
Mukhlid belonged to the persuasion of the Kharijites, the 
Haruriyya branch. He succeeded in dominating the true be- 
lievers, introducing impiety into the world. His oppression was 
on the increase, and his strength continually grew until he 
approached Mahdiyya, as far as the Musalla, which was built 
where the arrow of al-Mahdi fell (as mentioned above ),i who shot 
it in his foreknowledge as to where the enemy of God should 
attain. He was an Ibadite who believed in the necessity of 
cursing the Commander of the Faithful, ‘Ali b. Abi Talib, and 
denying any respect to him. He made it permissible to shed the 
blood of his descendants, and to abuse them. He came down 
with his troops to Mahdiyya, and besieged it. Al-Qahm gave 
orders to lock the gates. The fighting was fierce, the calamity 
was great, and the danger was increasing. Then al-Qahm began 
to issue the supplies which had been stored by al-Mahdi, dis- 


^ Cf. p. 262 . 
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tribiiting tiiese to Ms soldiers and the poor citizens in the' town* 
Blit these supplies began to come to an end. Thereupon the 
besieged began to come out' [79] and escape. The accursed one 
moved his troops, mostly consisting of Berbers, ordering them to 
watch the' road. They used to kill every one whom they would 
overpow^er, looting him, and raping his womenfolk. At last they 
even began to out open the intestines of men and women, in 
search of the concealed gold and precious stones. They even used 
to buy and sell the intestines. The accursed one became as 
heretical as the Qarmatians [taqarmafj,^ began to think much of 
hi'mself, doing all sorts of impious and revolting things, and 
rebelling against God . . . His authority became strong, and he 
occupied all the provinces of the Maghrib. He was similar to the 
enemies of Ja'far as-Sadiq, and the enemies of the Commander 
of the Faithful 'All b. Abi Talib, or those of Jesus, the Spirit of 
God. 

When the hour of death came to al-Qahm, and his last 
moment approached, he gave orders to his faithful and devout 
slave Jawdhar to produce the testament (made at the time of the 
burial) of ai-Mahdi bi’I-iah. He (obviously Jawdhar) handed it 
(the document) over to the religious dignitaries {shuyukku^d- 
-da‘wat), and §awlat (?) read it to them.^ He was a dignitary 
of (the highest) degree (amongst those present). Jawdhar came 
near him, handed over the document to him, and he, the high 
priest, read it to them, and handed back the document to 
Jawdhar, The latter then returned it to the Imam. The Imam 
then again gave the orders to read it to them. Sawlat (again) 


i It is not elear what is implied by the verb taqarmataf if this does 
■not, refer to the proverbial impiety and brutality of the Qarmatians. 

^ The passage is very dilliciilt. to understand, unless we suppose' that 
'al-Qahm was so ill that, he could not speak, and expressed his. will, only 
by .signs,. : It „is apparently a quotation from the of 'Jawdhar, which 
is not accessible to m©' for reference at present. ■■ It, is not clear whether 
the word mwldt is a persona! name, or a technical term. In the Sing. 
sawlat .mea'nS' “.rush, violence, sudden .attack; '. authority, .strength”. 
Her© it is obviously applied to a. person. . I .could ' not find any .other 
example of this name. Perhaps, this may be 'an early mistake which was 
ever since blindly repeated, in newer copies. ■ 

l8',, ' : 
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read the document, and returned it (to Jawdhar). Those present 
did not understand the purpose of the ceremony, as they did not 
; know the secret proceedings which took place on the day of the 
burial of al-Mahdi, when the Imam had given orders to Jawdhar 
(to keep it secret). He, the Imam, entrusted {istawda'a) Jawdhar 
with the (will concerning) the position of his son, al-Mansur, and 
* his appointment of him as his own successor, taking an oath 
from him (i.e. Jawdhar) to the former. Thus Jawdhar was 
entrusted (mmtawtM) with (the document appointing) al-Maiisiir 
bil-lah (as heir apparent). ■ For this reason it was so that (the 
fact of the existence of) the testament was not revealed 'to any 
dignitary except for Jawdhar. 

And when the Imam for the third time repeated ills orders, 
he, Jawdhar, turned towards them (i.e. the dignitaries), and 
asked them whether they recognised the high position which he 
occupied in the service of his masters, and the extent to which 
they trusted him, and relied upon him. The dignitaries then 
informed him that they knew about this. Then Jaw^dhar said 
to them that the Imam had given orders to him [80] to produce 
the testament in order that Sawlat should take from them 
the oath of allegiance to his son Isma^il. Then he, Jawdhar, 
produced ^ the document of the will of al-Qa'im in favour of al- 
-Mansur Isma'il. The dignitaries knelt in obedience to his ap- 
pointment by al-Qa’im. The latter , (also) ordered to (continue) 
the struggle against Abu Yazid, the Antichrist, the curse of God 
be upon him! , , „ , 

, bil-lah came' up with his Divinely 

blessed troops, arranged an agreement with the (Berber) tribes, 
and chased away Abu Yazid from 'the Musalla. 

^ It seems obvious that what was read at first was only the address 
or the label on the scroll, or, perhaps, the seals on the cover. Only after 
all these ceremonies Jawdhar opened and read the document itself. 



5. From the Asrdru'n-nutaqa\ 


(For the work and the author see aboTe, pp. 18-19; for the 
text see Extract 5.) 

[ 81 ] ... Then rose the Saint of God, after him (i.e. 
i Muhammad al-Baqir), the Lieutenant of God on the earth, and 
J the repository of His Light, Ja‘far b. Muhammad, by the Com- 
iiiaiid of God, and His inspiration,^ for the revival of the 
preaching of religion, of the practices introduced by the Apostles 
of God, and the gathering of the faithful around the foriimla of 
‘‘sincerity” {kali'maki^l41dilds)J^ His dot Is went to difterent pro- 
vinces of the earth. He raised the lighthouse of religion ; books 
were compiled from his teaching and the tradition related by 
him; these spread to every country. And when the Command 
? of God came to him to hand over (his high office), he summoned 
his dignitaries {nuqahdt) and specially deserving followers,^ just 
as it was done by other Imams and Prophets before him, and 
handed over his authority to his son Isma‘il, by the Command 
i of God and His inspiration of him, making them witnesses of 
!. this his appointment. 

( Thus Isma‘il became the Gate to God (Bdbu'Uldh), and His 

I Praying niche the repository of His Light, the link 

I (sabab) between Him and His creation, — both we and you admit 

; this A And then his body was caused to disappear during the 

f ^ This “esoteric” formula seems to be peculiar to the works of Ja^far 

b. Mansuri’l-Yaman; from here it is introduced into some portions of the- 
ZahruH-ma' dm of Sayyid-na Idris, quoted above. _ ' 

2 Obviously the formula of tawkH, or profession of strict monotheism. 

3 It is interesting that here the expression which is used, ikhwdn^ 
really means brethren, members of the confraternity. That it was not 
intended to mean Ja‘far’s real brothers, is clear from other similar passages 
further on, in which the term adiSb, associates, is used instead of this. 
According to the ' UmdcUu^i-tdlib, 173, Imam Ja*far had no brothers. 

^ The author all through his work carries on controversy with the 
I Ithna-‘asharis, apparently having in view some particular work, which he, 

!, however, does not. mention by name. His. r^fe^rences, if collected out of 

I the whole of the, Asraru^n-nufaqa*,. might, perhaps, contain interesting- 
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lifetime of Ms father, as a mystery, intended to protect Mm from 
his enemies, and as a test for his followers. As has aMeady been 
narrated about Isma'il b. Ibrahim, God had never done such a 
thing as He has done with Isma'il, making him predecease Ms 
father. Both, we and you, accept the tradition concerning 
as-Sadiq saying: — Verily God acts as He wills and pleases in 
everything except for the matters concerning the Imamat The 
slandering of God is the greatest sin which you have committed, 
by interfering with what God had ordered to happen: “They 
came xip to blow out the Light lit by God with their mouths' ' 
(Cor, LXI, 8). You believed in the cancellation of the Divine 
Command. But you did not know that Isma'il never left this 
world without leaving in his stead his son, who was of mature age,^ 
and that the Imamat had been handed over to him by the 
Command of C4od and His inspiration of him. And that he, 
Isma'il b. JaTar, when the desire of God became known to him, 
[82] received an inspiration to hand over the authority to his son 
Mul\ammad. He then summoned the dignitaries {nuqahd^), and 
those specially trusted amongst his followers, and handed it over 
to him in the presence of the chosen ones alone, in secret, in order 
not to expose him to danger. He acted as did Harun with 
Joshua (Yuslia‘ b. an-Nun), when he appointed one of the 
dignitaries as his lieutenant, to act on behalf of his own son, until 


information concerning the evolution of the theory of the Imamat in the 
Ithna-‘ashari doctrine. Here he obviously refers to the fact that the 
appointment of Isma‘il as the successor of Imam Ja'far is also admitted 
by his opponents. 

X Different early works, as already mentioned above, cf. p. 240, in- 
variably state that the son of Isma‘il, Muhammad, was not a small child 
when his father died. Further on it is mentioned that he was 14. There 
is nothing impossible in this, because, as I have already shown in my 
paper, “Imam Ismail”, in the JASB, 1923, pp, 305-310, from the Ithna- 
-‘ashari sources (entirely supported by the Isma‘il 

was already an adult in 133/751. Tt seems that he died soon after this. 
Thus there is nothing improbable in his having a 14-years old son ; therefore 
it is quite possible that the latter really was about 26 when Imam Ja‘far 
himself died about 148/765. But later esoteric works which present him 
as a helpless infant simply follow the ** standard scheme”, which popular 
sentiment favoured for such occasions. Cf. further on, p. 296. 
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he oame'of age.i He, Muhammad b. Isma'il, was at that time a 
growa tip, 14 years of age. At such age witness is aeeeptable 
from a man, according to law. He (Imam Isma‘il) did this in 
anticipation of the. calamities and the attack of the inMels which 
were, to befall him. But you spread lies about God, and His 
Saints, by asserting that His Command may be revoked! You 
have disregarded the 'Words of God, who said (XLIII, 27): ''He 
made it the word remaining in his progeny ’h You treated His 
word with disregard of what it portends. And you have made 
the Imamat return to Ja'far as-Sadiq. Or has not it been already 
known from the story of Jacob, that when he received the 
Command to hand over his authority to Joseph, both his eyes 
became covered with cataract ? When Joseph left the country 
in search of a refuge {ddr Mjrat), and misfortune befell him, Jacob 
sat in his place, collecting all his men, and sending his other sons 
to different places in search of the Owner of the Imamat. And 
this is what God expressed in Jacob’s words addressed to his 
people (XII, 87) : " 0, my sons 1 go and enquire concerning Joseph 
and his brother, and despair not of God’s comfort; for, verily, 
none need despair of God’s comfort save inMels”. 

And Ja' far as-Sadiq, in his purity of soul and spirit, is above 
any possibility of opposing the decrees of God. But you can 
see that when the hour of his death arrived, he appointed in his 
stead his own enemy, al-Mansur (the Abbasid caliph, 136-158/ 
754r“775), in preference to his own relatives, and even his own 


^ Unfortunately, the name of this guardian is not mentioned. It 
all sounds .rather vague. As vei'y often in such cases it is not easy to see 
whether there is any historical truth in these stories, or it is simply a 
case of unceremonious application of the general scheme of parallelism 
with the supposed Biblical precedents. The latter is most probably 
the case, because, having no details of the events at his disposal, the 
author could fill in the blank space with his visualisation of the events 
as they have been, in accordance with pious theories. In all the 

references to Muhammad b. Isma‘il which we possess, and which are 
very scanty, Including even the somewhat more detailed, although obvious- 
ly legendary account given in the ^Uyunu%akhbdr {&m “Ismailis and 
Qarmatians”, pp. 60-63), there is no mention of any guardian except his 
grandfather, Imam JaTar himself. 
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son.i , All tills was done as a means of protecting [83] them, and 
as a means to distract danger from the real Man of God. But you 
liave split after these events into parties and sects, neither 
recognising the first appointment, nor being loyal to the second. 
A party amongst you regarded him as the last Imam, expecting 
Mm to return to life, and to fill it with justice and light even as 
much as it has been filled with injustice and oppression. Thus 
you trod the path of the Christians in their belief about Jesus son 
of Mary, who think that He sits on the right side of God, being 
ready to return to this world and show the difference between the 
True and the Wrong, straightening all that has been made 
crooked. 

On the Sects after the Death of Ja'far as-Sadiq. 

Those who split over the recognition of each of his four sons. 
We must now discuss those sects wMch became formed after him, 
disagreeing over his successor, and depriving the rightful one of 
his right. And every one who deviates from the truth falls into 
an error, — we can see this as obvious according to the judgement 
of reason. And when we know that the futility of the claims of 
three (of the Imam’s sons) is proved, then (there remains) the 
right of the one, the true chosen heir. Then we may give up 
what is um'eal, and return to what is real. 

Let us see what was claimed by the Fathiyya (i.e. the sup- 
porters of al-Aftah, ‘AbduT-lah b. Ja'far), who maintained that 
he was the Imam, and died many years after his father, or what 
they say as to his being a silent {Sdmit) Imam. We may see that 
he died without having left posterity to succeed him in the office, 
and take charge of the Mystery of God and His wisdom after him. 
Because the Lieutenant of God on the earth is the repository of 
His Light, the link between Him and His creation ; to him ascend 

1 Apparently the idea underlying this extraordinary statement 
is an attempt at reconciling theory with plain historical facts. In theory, 
of course, all authority belonged to Imam Ja‘far, although he did not 
possess it in practice. Therefore the fact that al-Mansur possessed, 
anyhow, this authority, implies the fact that he could have it only with 
the sanction of the “real master of the authority”. 
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Ms dcTls^ {hudud), as it has been already explained, . and .as.yoii' 
have seen. To Mm descends the Bivine help (ta'0d). Ha helps 
them (i.e. people) by his acts of justice to recognise him properly, 
[84] and have no doubts as to his rights; and he is the one who 
inherits and leaves an heir after him, according to the tradition 
of the saintly people who relate that God has said that a real 
Imam does not die childless. 

Then let us look into what was claimed by the Muhammadiyya 
who regarded Muhammad b. Ja‘far as the true Imam. He pre- 
sented his claims in Mekka,^ but drew out his sword during the 
sacred month, in the sacred place, accepted as sacred by the whole 
of Islam ; and it is believed that hostilities in it are forbidden to 
anyone till the Bay of Resurrection. But we see that he rose 
against the Abbasids in their own dominion, after having lived 
under their protection. They protected him, and were his kings. 
Thus he acted contrary to the practice of his ancestor and of the 
prophets before him who never attacked their enemies in their 
own house, without finding for themselves a country of refuge 
(ddr hijra), in which they could defend themselves, or launch an 
attack against their enemy from there. Then they conquered 
(other countries) after their (original) place of refuge. 

As we see him acting contrary to the custom of his pre- 
decessors, we may understand that if he had really been the proof 
of God on the earth, he would not have acted contrary to the 
example (siyar) of his forefathers. Therefore we must place him 
in the position of usurpers, similar to himself. And we (really) 
see that his opponent has overcome him, seized him, placed a 
rope around his neck (as a sign of humiliation), and carried him 
about ill different towns on the way to Khorasan, making him 
ascend the minhars of .every town that he passed, and renounce 
Ms claims, bringing a testimony against Mmseif, recognising Ms 
error, and openly- admitting that he had committed a sin. All the 

■ 1 As already .mentioned- above, . ef. p. 1 1 6, n. 1-, special significance was 
always attached, to the fact of claims to' the .Imamat being presented in 
Mekka, itself, the religious 'centre 'of the Islamic world. ... 
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SM^ites completely agree in the belief that the Iniaiia who rises 
ill Mekka cannot err, in his profession {ra'y). This community 
relates from the Apostle of God that he predicted the rise of the 
Imam “ whose name will be my name, and the name of Ms father 
as the name of my father But Ja'^far had no other son called 
Muhammad except this one. And it is possible to call Ja'far 
'Abdul-lah (i.e. slave of God) because all the people are slaves of 
God. [85] Thus we may place this sect in a position similar to 
other erring sects. 

Let us now look into the long story of the supporters of 
Musa b. Ja'far. We find them divided into two branches, but 
cannot see which of these is more erring than the other. We find 
that they aped the beliefs of their erring predecessors, claiming 
that he, Musa, was still living until our own day, and that he 
never died, and never shall die. But we know that he died in the 
prison of the Abbasids, and his body was thrown outside the 
prison for three days so that everybody could see him. There- 
after he was buried. His opponent had more power than himself, 
and divided his inheritance; his wives, “mothers of the FaithfuT’, 
were remarried after his death, being married to his enemies and 
adversaries. He had no successor who might prevent them (i.e. 
the enemies) from marrying his wives, and who would protect his 
family. But the real successor (of Imam Ja'far) from his son^ 
whose rights you suspect, did protect them, and saved them from 
such fate, as did all his ancestors, because the real Imam stands by 
the Command of God to protect the weak, and the people who are 
in need of his protection (/wgam’ ilay-M). 

And if your Imam is not present (in this world), and his return 
is only expected, then of what use is he to those who live after 
him, and to those who have to refer to (him) concerning what is 
permitted or prohibited to them, what is prescribed and com- 
manded (in religion)? Who shall enforce amongst them the 
institutions of God, and decide their litigation ? Verily , when we 
lose the (living) Imam, we are bound to take refuge under his 
slaves (ordinary mortals), forgetting God, and heading to injustice, 
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until we all perish. And if we begin to differ concerning any 
prescription, we fail into the error of accepting as binding legal 
opinion and analogy. The Ruler (i.e. God) cannot order us to 
obey one who does not exist. If this were possible, we should 
have been ordered to obey one who has not yet been born, and 
expect him to be born, Just as we are expecting (to return) the one 
who disappeared. 

This sect narrates that Imam Ja‘far said once : “the name of 
the Imam (after him) [86] is the name of the Owner of the 
Torah”. And when Musa (then a small boy) entered, he said: 
“welcome, my lord, who is always angry, and does not piay'\ 

Let us now see what is claimed by the other branch . We find 
that it says: — “Recognition of the Imam rests with us. We 
may enter under the authority of every Imam, whether righteous 
or erring, and we may at oui' discretion remain under their 
jurisdiction, living with them, and be under their protection, 
regardless whether (their) enemies may shed their (Imams’?) 
blood, or confiscate then property, take their wives, or rights”. ^ 

In accepting such beliefs they go against the practice of all 
the Prophets of God and Imams of their religion whom we have 
mentioned above. We may thus see that this talk is utterly 
senseless, and that those who say such things are the filthiest and 
vilest of men, because God has ordered us to follow the Prophets, 
and observe their practice after them, as is said (XXXIII, 21) : 
“Ye had in the Apostle of God a good example”. Or the words 
of the Prophet uttered by him to the community of the faithful, — 
and his words are not rubbish for which God does not care. He 
said (Cor. Ill, 29) : “If you love God, follow me, and God will love 
you”. And also (XII, 108): “I call unto God, giving a clear 
example, myself and those who follow me”. And we see the 
demands of these stupid folk contrary to what he, the Prophet, 
preached. For this reason we must' dissociate ourselves from 


i This obviously is not the Ithna-'ashari theory, but sounds as if it 
were oonfo'unded with some Zaydi principles. ' 
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them, and reject their Imams who are such as these. They are 
ill oiii* opinion like' the erring leaders who, whenever they miss 
an34hing in the prescriptions of religion, resort to legal opinion 
and analog3^ We can see that all these sects, mentioned above, 
claim that they alone are right, and that the others are wrong, 
and treat each other as infidels. 

Then we find those sects which, after the preceding ones, 
recognise as the Imam Ahmad b. Musa, surnamed ‘'All ar-Rida,i 
the same whom al-Ma’mun appointed (as his successor), striking 
coins in his name, and proclaiming him [87] as his heir apparent, 
and the caliph after his death. He summoned ar-Rida, and none 
amongst the Alids and their supporters doubted that the authority 
was going to pass to him after the death of al-Ma’mun. The 
latter was disturbed in his mind, just as it happened with 
Mu‘awiya b. Yazid b. Mu'awiya (the Omayyad caliph Mu^'awiya 
II, 64/683), when he realised that his forefathers had usurped the 
rights belonging to others (i.e. Alids), and wished to return these 
to them. 

This is why al-Ma’mun summoned jurists and theologians 
from different towns, ordering them to hold a disputation with 
each other on the subject of Fadak and al-‘ Awali, at last returning 
these to the descendant of Fatima, after proofs had been produced 
to support their rights.^ All this was trickery to lure forth the 
real Owner of Rights. But he did not succeed in his designs, 
because the latter was concealed, and could not manifest himself 
before the decreed time came, meanwhile concealing himself 
from his enemies, and expecting relief when the proper time and 
hour arrived. And al-Ma’mun, when he conceived his suspicions, 
and saw the Alids coming over to him, intended to make inquiries, 
and collect information. Some of the Abbasids, fearing for their 
lives, warned him, recalling what their own ancestors had done 

A According to the ‘Umdatu^p-tdlib, 175, Miisa had a son, called 
Ahmad, but he had nothing to do with *Ali ar-Rida. It would foe very- 
interesting to find out whether this is a mistake, or whether there is 
something behind all this. 

A; .Of, above, p. 252. 
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to the ancestors of the Alids, expecting that when the latter won, 
they would take revenge on them. The Alids, meanwhile, had 
no doubts that authority was returning to them in this way. 

The news reached a man. who was touring Syria on behalf of 
the Imam, who had at that time his residence (ddr Mjrat) in 
Jerusalem. ■ He wrote to the chief dctl of the province, warning 
him of his arrival, and came to him, offering his life in the desire 
to please God, to obtain salvation after death, and to wage war 
for the religious cause when this should be required. He came 
before the Ml, offering himself, and thus stepping out on the 
warpath for the true religion of God. When he entered into the 
presence of al-Mahnon, the latter said: “When I obtain the proof 
concerning him (the real Imam) which I hope to find, which is the 
secret treasure and the great blessing given by God, the gate of 
His mercy will be found, may God make thee open it to me! 

[88] The dd'l replied: “(As to) the proof for which thou 
art seeking, (what) I will disclose to thee concerning them (i.e. 
the Alids) would not merit mercy in thy eyes’’. He made (him) 
hear (this) as if being afraid that he was deaf, arguing emphati- 
cally, in the manner of one who fears to commit an error.^ They 
had a long talk which would take too much space to report in 
full here, and would take us too far away from the original subject. 
And ultimately he (al-Ma’mun) stretched out to him (the dd%) 
his hand which was accepted in all sincerity, though (in reality) 
it was extended with an evil purpose. He (the dd%) was pleased 
with al-Ma’mun, informed Mm about the existence of (the real 
Imam) his Master, and conveyed to him (al-Ma’mun) some of the 
light of his (the Imam’s) guiding teaching. The caliph treated 
him as his equal in his audience, promising to give up the restric- 
tions (imposed upon the SMTtes ?) in the past years. He, al- 
-Ma’mfui, (promised to) leave him (the Imam ?) free until the 
hour of his advent struck, his destinee was fulfilled,: on a pre- 
destined day and the' date decreed by God. The stayed with 


1 yakaM read yahhshl, and fox .az^mmafi. m-zalul. 
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. the caliph for a long time, being admitted to his private audiences, 
while he tried his best to please him (the dd'%). The caliph had 
many discussions with him, on different subjects, until his educa- 
tion’’ had become complete. And the dd% believed that his 
position became strong, that the caliph’s faith was sincere, and 
that he abandoned all his former ideas. For this reason the dd% 
informed him about the position of the one appointed by G-od, 
what he is expected to do, and his mission {wad^). Then he 
went away. 

When al-Ma’mun remained alone, and reflected over the 
matter, this ^Ali b. Musa came to him. The caliph began to ask 
him different questions taken out from the Coran, from the Torah, 
Gospels, history of the early prophets, institutions of earlier 
Apostles of God, — all the matters which he had just learnt from 
his teacher (the d(f%), and (thus) from the Master of the latter, 
whose devotion he imposed upon himself, swearing obedience to 
his command. And when he (the caliph) found in ‘All b. Musa 
no knowledge which he expected to find, he at once realised that 
the fame spread about him amongst the masses was futile, 
and felt opposed to recognising him as his spiritual master. 
He realised that the wisdom of God is hidden from the enemies of 
His religion, (even if?) they are participating in the assemblies 
where the Guidance-giving Imams teach. It is stored in His 
Men until the time of their Manifestation comes. [89] This con- 
sideration has changed the caliph’s intentions as to his (‘Ali b. 
Musa’s) affairs, because he saw that he was not in the possession 
of the required qualifications, and did not deserve the position 
which belongs to the real Imam. (He saw) that he would go the 
usual way of other opponents before him. He reflected on what 
he had aheady done to proclaim ‘ Ali b. Musa (as his heir appa- 
rent), and this appeared to him wrong. He was afraid that he 
had missed the real Imam who had the rights, and that : he, 
‘ All b. Musa, would oppress the real Men of God, demanding from 
them more submission than his own predecessors demanded, 
thus thwarting his efforts and labours, and making Mm res- 
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■ ponsibie for this. Whereupon he executed Ali b. M'lisa ar-Ridi, 
maMiig Ms position Imownd 

Meanwhile he himself : stuck to what was revealed to him by 
his teacher and spiritnal guide, appreciating what knowledge 
he heard from. him. He left the matter as it was, as the Imam 
was concealed from people until the proper time to reveal himself. 
And his organisation was spread, his knowledge preached, Ms 
were working, his Divine signs were clear ,2 wMle his own 
person was ont of the reach of aU till the time of his manifestation, 
and the completion of the predestined term. 

This is what happened between al-Ma^mhn and ‘Ali b. Musa 
ar-Rida, and the reason of his execution. ■ 

A sect after his death recognised as the Imam his son 
Miihammad b. ‘AIL His father , being summoned by al-Ma’miin, 
had left him behind in Medina as a small child in his house. 
When he, ‘ AH b. Musa, died, he left him only five years old. But 
all the ShiTtes believe that the (real) Imam never leaves this world 
without appointing as his successor his grown up son possessing 
all the rights to act as an imam (in commmial prayers), and to 
receive his father’s inheritance. As is knowm, a child of five to 
ten years of age, according to law, cannot issue orders, his witness 
cannot be accepted (in the court of law), and his judgement cannot 
be relied upon. Witness cannot be accepted from the man who 
cannot lead the communal prayer, who cannot be permitted to 
sacriiice animals. We have not seen any one amongst the ancient 
kings of Jews or Christians, or others, practicing such things, or 
accepting these (in principle). [90] You say that his father has 


We have seen above (Texts, p. 82) that according to th©. author 
Imam. Ja* far appointed the Abbasid al-Mansfir as his “apparent’* successor. 
Hbre the story reflects obvious sympathy with al-Ma’mun, almost admitting 
the, sincerity of his “conversion”. The author even, passes in . silence 
over an important detail of the story,: the. treacherous al-Ma’miin executed 
his, “teacher”, , the, Ismaili d(i% (cf. above, p. 252). ' .Such a .sympathetic 
tone towards , .the ' Abbasids is indeed ■ surprising in a .work , composed, to- 
wardstheend.ofthefourth/tenthc....' 

Delete' win , (beg. of line 8),^'In another (modern) copy of this 
w.ork the words .inna.-An.are omitted. ' It is quite, possible 'that the scribe 
mistakenly repeated twice the ending of the preceding word, awdni-M , . 
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not appointed either a trustee or lieutenant in charge of him, while 
he was in the same position as Harun when he was about to die. 
The latter appointed Yusha' b. an-Nun to be in charge of his son. 
Or as did Isma'il b. Ibrahim, who appointed as a guardian. of Ms 
.son a certain dignitary called in the Coran al-Kabsh (sheep), as 
is revealed (XXXVII, 107): “And we ransomed him with a 
mighty victim’’ . . . (XXXVII, 112): “and we blessed him and 
Isaac”. It is thus clear that the blessing first fell upon al-Kabsh, 
before being, given to Isaac. As Isma^il nominated (according to 
what is revealed) al-Kabsh, a “sheep”, so Musa (Moses) nomi- 
nated Baqara^ “ bull ” (or cow). When he collected his lieutenants 
after the death of his brother, he said to them (II, 63) : “God bids 
you slaughter a cow (heifer)”. In other words he said: — “The 
Imam, who is the lieutenant of God on the earth, orders you to 
appoint a wdio w^ould stand for your command, being in 

charge of your current affairs, until the time comes for the real 
Master to appear, manifesting his authority Dost thou not see 
what the lieutenants of Moses replied (II, 63): — “Art thou 
making a jest of us?” i.e. are we to slaughter a cow, or you? 
TMs has already been explained above.^ 

And you say: — “Verily, he (‘Ali b. Musa) appointed him 
(his son Muhammad) before he left him behind on Ms departure”. 
How could he have appointed as his executor a minor ? Both 
we and you accept the belief that the appointment takes place 
by the order of God and His inspiration of the parent who appoints 
Ms son, as mentioned above, on the basis of reliable testimony^ 
Is it possible to any one in ordinary life to appoint as his trustee 
Ms son while he is a minor ? Or ought he not to appoint a 
trustee in charge of his son, and leave to him his property which 
he should return to the latter as testified by reliable witnesses 
in the court of law ? 

After this you became split into sects recogmsing his son and 
grandson, up to the birth of Muhammad b. al-Hasan. : He was a 

1 “Above”, i.e, in. the earlier part of the work which is not quoted 
or translated here. 
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Negro, but you have accepted Ms being an Imam, entertaining 
no doubts as to Ms being the Expected One [91] who should 
deliver you from the tyranny of the oppressors, the Head of^ 
religion and of the state. You even thought that the Prophet 
predicted Ms advent, narrating lengthy stories about this, which 
would be too long to mention here, and which will collapse on 
being analysed. 

When he died, you accepted his son al-Hasan. A certain 
al- Jarud b, Riyah (who served two Imams, of thehs, h4l! al-Asghar 
and his son al-Hasan) narrates miracles of this al-Hasan, of which 
the like were never worked. He said: was once going for a 

walk with him, he in front, and I with some friends walking behind 
him, and earr^dng on a conversation. And I said [to myself] :— 
‘^Wilt thou see that he knows what is in our thoughts, and of 
what we are talking?” Said a friend of mine: — 'Hf he knows 
what we are discussing amongst us, let him move his cap {qalan- 
suwaY\ And after some time he did reaUy move it, so that we 
said: — 'Werily, he delayed this as a test for us!” Then he 
stretched out his hand as if to put it right. Did ever any one 
work a miracle like this, except for Jesus ? ” 

There are many stories of this kind amongst you,— it would 
be too long to relate these. But, anyhow, this al-Hasan died and 
left no posterity. You insisted in your advice to him that he 
should increase the number of concubines; and he increased their 
number, so that God might give him a son. And he wished 
this very much, but he died. It is narrated that after him a 
party demanded that his |)roperty should be confiscated and 
handed over to the department of charities. But others insisted 
that one of Ms concubines, named Saqil, serving in the house, 
declared that she was pregnant.^ They threatened her, and 
tempted her . greed, and maintained that the "‘Expected One” 
was to be born of her. All this was a^ design invented in order to 
seize the property ■ which ought to have gone to the' poor. They 


r According to the ‘Umda, 176 , her.:name was.Narjls. 
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narrated that when he was born, nobody could see him except 
one born illegitimately. But this is a manifestation of (Divine) 
m'ath to the creature, not a Divine mercy, as the ignorant say. 
[92] Whoever, being .blind, looks upon the grave of the Prophet, 
he will live to recover sight from his glancing at it. 

And when he (al-Hasan ?) died, the community was affected 
with Divine wrath. If there had been a son to al-Hasan, this 
would be against the word of the Prophet who said that the Imam 
will not rise as a child, but as a young man, full grown. According 
to some other tradition, his moustache will be dark {alcMar), 
But al-Hasan died a hundred and twenty years before our time. 
Thus his followers worship one who does not exist. It is lie 
that Grod will make me responsible for my sins, as a creation, 
while He would make His creations worship a non-existent person ! 

Thus the words of the Prophet ''Who dies without having 
recognised the Imam of his time, dies as an infider’,— - are 
rendered futile. And (similarly) the words of as-Sadiq;- — " Who- 
ever dies without having recognised the Imam of his time while 
he is living, he dies as an infider’. Thus you neither kept the 
words of the Apostle of God, nor accepted the utterance of one 
of Ms progeny. Who then is your Imam to whom you appeal, 
with whom do you take refuge ? Verily, ostrich-like behaviour 
seems to form a part of your faith! And reaUy, as he does not 
exist, you say on one occasion that he is in the hills of Radwa; 
on another occasion that he is going to rise in the desert; on yet 
another occasion that he lives in water, preparing himself to 
come forth into this world in order to separate the dead from the 
living. Really, it is not a case of blindness, but of the deafness of 
the hearts I Or you simply do not know that the Imams,-— even 
if such things happened as happened with Imam al-Husayn, as 
you know, — adhered to worship, piety and asceticism in this 
world. They took refuge in the cave of religious disguise (kahfu% 
4aqiyya), and gave orders to their followers to do the same thing. 
And this is what is narrated of Ja'far as-SMiq, who said: — "Re- 
ligious disguise (ai^-tog%?/a) is the religious practice of mine, and 
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j of my ancestors; whosoever ,iias no taqiyya (i.e. does not liido liis 
I , secret beliefs from the enemies), he has no faith’’. The Imams 
sent tlieir plenipotentiary da'U in different countries, so that they 
might guide them by their preaching, commanding them to keep 
secret and’ concealed (what was necessary), travelling about 
different provinces until the time [93] of manifestation comes, 
taking every precaution concerning the safety of the Imams from 
. their powerful adversaries. 

The True Imam (Bdlpibu^l-lpaqq) was concealed, observing the 
practice of disguise {taqiyya)^ prescribed by Imam Ja‘far. Their 
dd%s travelled all over the country, just as Jesus used to do. 
This they did in search of the '‘country of refuge” {ddf Mjrat)^ in 
w’hioh they, the Imams, would be safe. This was because his (the 
Imam’s) adversaries have brought under their authority the 
"countr}^ of refuge” {ddr Mjrat) of the Prophet, and claimed it as 
their own. It is for this reason that the Apostle of God promised 
to us “that the sun shall rise over us from its setting place”. 
Similarly acted Abraham, who was the founder of this law 
(shan^at), sending Lot in search of the “country of refuge ”, as we 
have explained above. And when he (Lot) had conquered Syria, 
he (Abraham) travelled thither, emigrating from the country of 
his adversary, thus saving the faithful from his domination, and 
I their humiliating position. He then introduced amongst them 

I institutions of the true religion. Those faithful who were con- 

; verted by his dd' U , heard about this (i.e. his emigration ) , and came 

I in force to join Mm, from all sides, renewing their oaths of 

allegiance to him, and adhering to their Imams. And he, 
f Abraham, . when he became stronger, attacked his neighbours. 

I All this happened because the faithful became strong, as he used 

; to divide amongst them the booty, as was also the custom of the 

Apostle of God. The latter also, when his authority became 
strong, and his power increased, emigrated to the sanctuary of 
his ancestors, and took possession of what had been taken from 
; them by force, giving distinction to the faithful who had joined 

j him, and .making, the :enemies. of' religion, who." opposed Them, 

I 19 ; 
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perish. Is any tiling more required to make this proof still 
clearer ? Were not the actions of the earlier Imams and former 
khaUfas like this ? — Give me an instance from the practice of 
your Imams j if you know such a one ! 

Thus his (Muhammad b. Isma^iFs?) proofs have become 
manifest, and Divine signs of his mission have become widely 
known; his propaganda was organised, [94] his miracles and 
Divine signs followed one another. Then you have shown enmity 
and hatred, and began to say: — ‘‘God will never send another 
Apostle after Muhammad the Prophet'' who, however, Mm» 
self says that his Lord has promised him that the sun shall rise 
from the place at which it sets. And the Imams shall be in its 
womb (or : And the meaning is the Imams whom this allegorises) d 
And when the day dawned, and the light shone, you began to 
expect, as did common people, who are well known for their 
spiritual blindness, that the prophecy refers to the real retro- 
cession in the rotation of the spheres. You did not realise that 
the sun which you see is the symbol for ‘Ali b. Abi Talib and his 
progeny, the sun of the lieutenancy after the Apostle of God. 
As mentioned above, it is the same as the “retrocession of the 
sun" in the story of Yusha‘ b. an-Nun after Hafun. Is it neces- 
sary to explain this more ? 

It is necessary to mention now Isma^il’s acceptance of the 
authority from his father. We shall only say what no one can 
deny, except the aggressive heretics who suppress the right belief 
in their hearts, and advance impious theories in the hope of 
“extinguishing the Light of God". . . . “But God shall make His 
Light triumph, even if the infidels shall be displeased" (Coran, 
LXI, 8) . . . This is why Imam Ja‘far, when his health became 
impaired, summoned the most trusted amongst his followers, and 
those members of his family who were alive, and did what his 

1 Variant: bdtini-hd. The first, hatni-hd, aeems preferable because 
M refers to shams, sun, which is of feminine gender. The question 
raised here, of there being no more prophets after Muhammad, obviously 
refers to the dogma about Muhammad b. Isma‘Il being the Seventh 
Ndtiq, by virtue of his being the seventh Imam. 
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predecessors had done, i.e. handed over' Ms authority to Isina‘il; 
Thus Isma'il became the Gate to God,. His praying niche, the 
Abode of His light, and the link (sabab) between Him and His 
creations, the Lieutenant of God on earth. ■ Both we and you 
agreed in what was said above about Isma‘ii. But when lie died 
while his father was still alive, as is also related about Isina^il b; 
Ibrahim, or Harun and Musa, you began to say that nothing 
happened to his cause on the same lines as it did (before this) in 
the case of Isma‘il (b. Ibrahim). And this is the error in (re- 
ligious) knowledge, and a schism based on prejudice. [95] 
You believe that the authority returned to Imam Ja'far. 
But the Command of God can never be reversed. Thus you have 
erroneously ‘‘ prevented the mention of his (Isma'^iFs) name in 
the mosques of God, trying to ruin them by this'’. By doing 
this you have committed the crime which God mentions (Cor. 
II, 108):-- ^‘It is not for such to enter into them (i.e. mosques) 
except in fear, for them is disgrace in this world, (and in the 
future mighty woe) God, when causing Isma'il to be appointed 
as the successor (to Ja'far) could not be ignorant of the date on 
which he, Isma^il b. JaTar, was going to die. But you maintain 
that this fact was done incidentally by Him. You have forgotten 
the words of Imam Ja‘ far that God may alter and change His 
original desire in everything except in the matter of the Imamat. 
And the words of the Apostle of God, who said: (the promised 
Messiah shall have) ‘‘a name like mine, and the name of his 
father shall be like that of my father”. According to another 
tradition, he said: — ‘‘My friend Jibri’il informed me from the 
Lord of the Worlds that a man, a descendant of mine, shall come 
forth at the end of the time. His name shall be like mine, and 
the name of his father like the name of my father. He will call 
people to the religion of God, the most excellent, in spite of their 
aversion to the religion of God, and misinterpretation (^^^Va,^) 
of Islam and its law. Such opposition is their crime, from which 
they will foe 'compelled to come forth by calamities.; And the 
strength of the opposition and doubts' shall be such as that from 
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whicli I have brought you,, when you were iniinersed in the 
abject impiety during the period of idolatry. He (the promised 
Imam) shall be declared by you as vrrong, as I was also declared,, 
and oppressed as I was oppressed for my calling you to God. He 
shall be slandered as impious, just as I was slandered, and will be 
called pretender and sorcerer, just as I was called so. Just: as 
the early ones wei’e slandering, so shall do those in the future; 
and as the early ones have been proved to be liars, so shall be the 
future ones’’. 

It is similarly narrated from Ja'far as-SMiq that he said: 
“Even if some one should come before you with the brains of 
this my son, do not doubt, nevertheless, that he is to be the Imam 
after me”. And on another occasion he said, while he, Isma'il b. 
Ja'far, was present: — “He is the Imam after me, and what you 
learn from him is just the same as if you have learnt it from 
myself”. 

One of his (Isma^il’s) associates relates that when Abu’l- 
-Khattab started Ms (heretical) preaching, he, the narrator, saw 
Isma'il as he was going out of his school. “I made him sit in my 
room, and kissed his head, [96] and said to him:— “Verily, I am 
surprised at what I see of your actions ”. And he asked : “What 
makes thee so surprised? ” Said I: “Yesterday thy father said 
to us that Abu’l-Khattab was the “mine of our secret knowledge”, 
and a “kitbag of our wisdom”. And to-day he curses him, 
ordering us to sever connections with him.” Isma^il replied : 
“When God called the heavens and earth, saying (XLI, 10): 
“Come, ye two, whether ye will or no! They said:— we come 
willingly”. Thus they manifested their obedience. Similarly 
the Prophets, the Trustees, and the Imams obeyed God, sincerely 
answering the call. For this reason they have become infallible 
(ma'sumun), and those who followed them became either mus~ 
taqarr (normally appointed), or mmtawda' (temporarily entrusted 
with), because these were obedient (?), but not faultless. Abii’l- 
-Khattab is one of those to whom God entrusted our knowledge. 
This is why he preached affection to us (waldyatu-nd ) . But when 
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I Ms faith had become erroneous, God seized from him what was 
entrusted with him, and we dissociated ourselves from him. Thus 
; what strange things hast thou found in all this ? '' And the child 
rose, and quickly left the room. 

I The man exclaimed: ‘'^How superior (in wisdom) are the 

' young and the old Hashimites to us ! ’’ His friend, with whom he 
had this conversation, came to JaTar as-Sadiq, and informed him 
of what was said. The Imam asked: '‘And who is talking like 
this ? — Then he summoned him (Isma'il ?), ordering him not to 
; go again to the school. And he, the Imam, began to take great 
care as to what the people talk, fearing evil from the enemies of 
his son. 

We and you both agree in accepting the tradition that when 
the son of the Imam (Isma'il, or his son ?) completed seven years 
of age, the Lord of religion at the time declared him (obviously 
*arafa-hu) the Master of religion and his heir apparent, as his next 
in descent. He guarded him from his other sons, kept him away 
from the contact with the public, and his education went on 
under his own supervision.^ 

As is stated by some saints, God never sends a prophet, or 
his trustee, or an Imam, without appointing to him a successor 
who succeeds him still in his lifetime, taking over the charge of 
the community after his death. [ 97 ] The Imam is thus one 
who preaches {natiq), and his successor one who keeps silence 
(sdmit). This is neither denied by us, nor by you. The first who 
acted according to this principle was Abraham, when he was sent 
to his people, and was guided by the Divine help {ta'yld). He waS: 
childless all his life, and God ordered to him to accept his nephew 
Lot as his; “silent” {sdmit) successor, in order to strengthen his 
authority. So Lot was appointed, and people recognised him. 
This is an: absolutely true story. And when Isma'Il was bom to 
him (Abraham), grew up, and reached a mature age, God ordered 

^ All. tills sounds very o.bseure..- 'It-is .not , clear to whom the story 
refers, — to IsmrCIl, or his. son, Muhammad.,.: ■ . , 
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Abraliam to appoint him as his asds (i.e. the founder of the line 
of the Imams). We have already narrated his story, and it is 
unnecessary to repeat it here. 

When Abraham appointed his son Isma'Il as his successor, 
he sent his nephew Lot to S3uria, where he had to establish the 
‘'country of refuge {ddr hijrat) for him, and ordered him to 
preach in favour of Isma'il. As God says in His book (XXIX, 
25): “and Lot was faithful to him. And Abraham said: I am 
emigrating to my Lord’ b 

As Abraham treated his nephew Lot, so did Moses deal with 
Yusha' b. an-Xun, appointing him before he received orders from 
God to appoint his own brother Harun. And similarly did 
Muhammad act with regard to Ubayy b. Ka'b.i We have dwelt 
on this matter sufficiently for those who understand. Similarly 
did Sulayman act, when he wanted to make inquiries amongst his 
dignitaries. He summoned them to the town called Saba, and 
said (XXVII, 38-40): “0 ye chiefs! which of you will bring me 
her throne before they come to me resigned ? ” . . . “He who had 
the knowledge of the Book said: I will bring it to thee before thy 
glance can turn. And when he saw it settled beside him, he 
said : this is of my Lord’s grace that He may try me whether I 
am grateful or ungrateful”. 

His father David acted simiiariy when he appointed him 
(Solomon), and presented him to his dignitaries, when he had 
acquired great authority over the people. [98] As God says 
(XXI, 78-9): “And David and Solomon, when they gave their 
judgment concerning the field, when some people’s sheep had 
strayed therein, at night; and we testified to their judgment ; and 
this we gave Solomon to understand”. And prophets and 
Apostles of God, already mentioned above, also acted similarly 
before him. 


^ Very little is generally known about this associate of the Prophet 
except for his being one of those few who could read and write. A reference 
to him seems to be quite an exceptional event, and it would be very 
interesting to trace what the allusion really implies. 
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(Imam) Ja^far b. Muhammad acted also in the same way. 
He for twenty-five years had no son except for Isma'^Il and Ms 
brother ' 'Abdul-lah. He never took any other wife so long as 
their mother was alive, nor took any concubine. So he acted 
knowing that the Imamat had to be continued in his posterity. 
He persisted in this until she, his first wife, left this world. And 
just as Imam Ja'far, so did his ancestor the Prophet Muhammad 
himself act with regard to Khadija, and ‘Ali with regard to 
Fatima, never marrying again so long as they were alive. 

Stick, — may God pity you! — to arguments of this kind, 
and bring similar proofs and Divine signs concerning your own 
Imams, if you believe sincerely. When Isma'Il died, those of the 
followers of Musa (b. Ja‘far) claimed, proving the error of their 
belief, that he, Isma^il, appointed him, Miisa, as his successor. 
They mentioned as a proof the actions of Muhammad the Prophet 
when he appointed al-Hasan and al-Husayn (as Imams), sajdng : 

Verily they are both Imams, whether they stand or sit’’', i.e. 
whether they exercise their authority or not”; and, verily, the 
verse of tathlf in the Coran is (another) testimony to their cause. 
Both of them were present with the Apostle of God on the 
night of imprecation”. This is what the Apostle of God said 
to the Christians of Najran (III, 54) : '‘Come, let us call our sons 
and your sons, and our women and your women, and ourselves 
and yourselves (then we will imprecate and put God’s curse on 
those who lie) 

And the testimony of the Prophet about them (i.e. Hasan 
and Husayn) is, what he said that they are “the lords of youths”, 
and those who will enter Paradise. And also the preference 
which he gave to their father, adding : [99] “ And their father is 
better 'than themselves”. This is because the Trustee preceded 
them, and was entrusted with them, and the proof of his priority 
over them is this testimony (of the. Prophet) which proves his 
position. ' ■' 

It: is narrated, that .the Prophet of God died eleven years 
after the Hijra, on Monday,., the seoo’hd day of 'the month of 
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Babf iil-awwal. Hasan was at the time eight years old, and 
Hiisayn — seven. Thus they could not be qualified to be the 
Imams, and for this reason their father (^Al! b. Abi Talib) was 
appointed as the trustee in charge of them, just as in the case of 
Yiisha* (b. an-Nun), the trustee of the son of Harun. And when 
their father (‘Ali) died by the command of God, he appointed 
first the elder in preference to the younger son, and the younger 
became the heir of all. 

You assert that Musa was the trustee (amm) to Isma'iL But 
when the latter died, his son Muhammad was fourteen years old. 
Thus you have accepted this testimony, siding with those different 
sects which rose before you, in making the Command of God 
revocable. You thus disregard what the Apostle of God said 
(XLIII, 27): '‘And we have made a word to remain in our 
posterity”. And just as the Imamat of Isma‘il was handed over 
to him by the command of God and His inspkation of the one 
who preceded him, so also was it handed over to his sori by the 
order of God and His inspiration, — [the inspiration for which he 
prayed],^ — as is already narrated concerning how it happened 
in the past ages, and how the past prophets and Imams acted. 

Both we and you admit the tradition that when Isma'il was 
about to die, he summoned his son and his followers, and handed 
over the Imamat to him (Muhammad b. Isma'ii), in their pre- 
sence, under the superyision of his father (Imam Ja'far). He 
entrusted the testimony concerning the position of his son to one 
of his Jiujjats {i.e, dd'ls), SiS did his forefather Isma'ii with regard 
to the person surnamed al-Kabsh (sheep), appointed before him.^ 
He made him the “veil” for his heir, to distract towards him the 
attention of the tyrants of the time. And Imam Ja'far presided 
over the assembly, as Jacob presided over the assembly of 

^ Th© words in the square brackets are found in the old copy, but are 
absent in the modern MS. 

2 It is significant that the name of this hujjat m not disclosed. There 
is very little doubt as to all this being merely a “reconstruction'* of the 
long forgotten events on the basis of the Biblical parallelism, and that it 
has nothing to do with the real facts. 
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Joseph when the latter was on his deathbed. We shall discuss 
this question [100], in its proper place, if we successfully carry on 
up to it., , • 

' Then' came Muhammad (b. Isma^il) by the command of God 
and His ' inspiration of him. His- dispersed, travelling in 
different provinces {jazdHr), and ordering the local people to 
carry on the propaganda in his favour J The world beca,me alive 
with propaganda, and his influence spread. They started to look 
in their '.travels for the opportunity to establish the ‘"country of 
refuge’'. ' But Ms enemies increased their effort in their search 
for him. , And when' his authority- became stronger, and news 
about him spread -far, when' the search .for: him was intensified, 
he disappeared from his mother country,- 'and' went forth, passing 
through ' different lands. Imam Jaffar. remained in his original 
place, entering m, to -the cave' oi iaqiyy a, m \m father called 
it _ this was mentioned, above.2 , ' 

His spread to .different places, and he appointed his 
lieu te'iiaiit, the high priest, who was with him, as did the son ('G 
of Hariin , with' regard to Yusha" 'b. -an-Nun. This is w^hy God 
says, referring to the,-,Ephesian Sleepers {XVIII, 21): “They 
will say: three, and the fourth of them was , their dog. And 
others will say: five, 'and, the sixth of them., was their .dog, — 
guessing at the iiiiseen.,' . And some'' others will say: seven, and 
the eighth of them was their dog. ' Say : my. Lord knows best the 


^ Such details of t'b.e . organisation of the Isniaili propaganda obviously 
have nothing to do with the time of Muhammad b. Isma'il, and really 
belong to the author’s time. The reference is precious for the historian,, 
because the author x*efers: to this as to something well-known to every 
one. It obvio'iisly indicates the general policy of laying foundations to 
-“cells” through agents sent from .'the centre^ and naob,ilising local forces 
to spread the propaganda eUort further. 

^ If this tradition has any historical substratum, it is very important. 
It makes Muhammad b, Isma'il leave Med'ina'&e/ore' the death of his grand- 
father, Imam JaTar, i.e. before 148/765. This seems to he more con- 
sistent with his story. Sayyid-na Idris in his ('‘Ismailis 

and Qarmatians”, pp. 00-63), makes him leave his native town after the 
death of Musa b. Ja'far (d. in 183/799), probably at the age of 6.3, which 
seems quite improbable. This later , version -is 'pro'bab.ly invented in order 
to make him connected with the picturesque.,': 'names of Harfoiu’r-Raslikl 
.and his wife Zubayda.. 
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nuiiiber of them; none knows them but a few. Dispute not 
therefore concerning them save with plain disputation''. , 

On the Proofs of the Imamat of Isma'U and his Son. 

From what we have seen concerning. both of these Imams, 
they betook themselves to it (ddr hijrat ? ) , with their followers ( ? ) 
leading them by the path which had never been trodden by any 
one except for the Imams, proceeding by the Command of God 
and His inspiration, and legitimate succession (nass), as has been 
explained above. They (the early Imams) made it unlawful for 
themselves to remain in the kingdom of their enemy, under the 
tyrannical authority, to live under their power, or have any 
connection with them, or show submission to them. Verily, none 
remained amongst the faithful (in such conditions), except the 
weak ones, whom God has excused from amongst men, women and 
children, who could not avoid this, and were not given a chance 
to attain this. The dd‘%s of the Imams were working in disguise 
in [101] different provinces, calling people (to the right cause),- 
and specially educating their neophytes. When any one was 
converted to their religion, and they were sure as to his sincerity 
in faith, they would accept his oath of secrecy, and reveal to him 
the knowledge about the Imam of the time, his place, name, and 
genealogy. Those of the converts who could do this, emigrated 
to him ; those who for different reasons could not afford this were 
ordered to live in disguise and concealment of their religion, or 
to wander on earth until the time of the manifestation of the 
Imam should come.2 

What also indicated the Imamat of Isma'ii was the fact that, 
as we have seen, factions in Islam differed as to what had been 
handed down to us from the Apostle of God, with regard to the 

1 Apparently a portion of the sentence is omitted by an error, and 
this is why it is so difficult to trace the real relation of the pronominal 
suffixes. The word rukuba-humd seems to be an error. In the modern 
copy, instead of /iawaZd there is fuimalu, Sbnd it is not clear, to whom it 
.refers,' . 

2 this is obviously not historical information, but theoretical 
' reconstruction 
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plain doctrine, and some of them denied the existence of the 
inner sense (tom) in Ms injunctions, — this was because they 
were simply incapable of understanding it. They related false 
tradition which they falsely attributed to the Apostle of God, or 
also related the things which he had really said, but of which they 
could not understand the aliegorical significance {ta^wll). They 
related in their tradition itself such things as that God said that 
He created Adam after His own likeness. Or the Prophet^s 
words that he saw his Lord in the streets of Medina, as a handsome 
looking man with thick, hard, and curly hair. Or what Muqatil b. 
Sulayman narrated from the Prophet that God consisted of flesh 
and blood, and had the appearance of a human being! Similar 
things were narrated also by those who were connected with the 
ShiTtes, relating different utterances of ‘All, dwelling on their 
literal sense only: “I produced its streams, and made its fruits 
grow. I am the Master of the revealed mystery, the opener 
of the Revelation. I was with Musa and Harun”. Listen to 
what they say ! Have not we already explained to you that such 
things as these are merely a form of expression, and this always 
requires allegorical interpretation as every writing related 

to them requires this. Similarly all the expressions of prophets, 
warns and the Imams require it. We have aheady composed a 
book, fasli teaching you the knowledge of the inner sense and its 
allegorical interpretation in such matters. ^ And if we refer with 
you to the we find that you agree with the common people 

who [102] are deservedly regarded as blind . . . 

Both we and you agree in believing that the Apostle of 
God said to ‘AH: “Thou wilt be fought on account of t\xQ tahvU 
of the religion (i.e. allegorical interpretation of religious beliefs), 
just as I have been fought on account of the tanzll (revealed 
religious law) ”. Both of us agree in respect to the letter of this 

1 The / aiithor , probably , alludes, to;. Kitdhu'l-koBhf '(cf. Guide, 
no. 50), ot Ta^wUu'^z-zakdt {c,f. Ouide^ no. 40). Note the use .of . the term 
fad, in the , senses o.f : “monograph . a- work ' devoted to. some' partionlar 
question .-(.not a general .exposition; of religion). ’ This seems , 'to be .the 
earliest instance .of such use .'(of. Guide, p... 101,' and Kaldmi Pfr,' introduc- 
tion, p. xxix). 
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expression (zdMr). But you are content with the letter only 
taking only it into account, just as the Sunnis accepted : the 
word of ‘Finar, approving of it, and taking it as his great service 
(to Islam). But you and they have forgotten the word of God 
(VII, 51): “On the day when its interpretation (ta'wU) shall come, 
those who forgot it before will say: “there did come to us the 
Apostles of our Lord in truth, — have we intercessors to intercede 
for us ? ” etc. You believe that all this is going to happen in the 
future, and that the revelation of its inner sense must be expected 
only then. But God said concerning this (LVII, 13): . . door 

within which shall be mercy, and the outside of it {zahiru-hu), in 
front of it, there shall be torment^’* Such expressions, and 
similar to these, are too numerous to quote, and their explanation 
w’ould carry us beyond the limits of this book. 

What we have already cited as a proof of our thesis is 
sufficient for intelligent people, and those who are properly 
minded. What is in all these six institutions {fusul) which are 
the i^illars of Islam, such as the double testimony, prayer, zalcdt , 
fast, hajj, and jihad, — their somcd is affection for the Prophet’s 
house (waldyat). If we should demand from you that you 
should be content with their formal meaning (zdhir), in pre- 
ference to their inner meaning (batiji), you would not discharge 
these duties as they should be in truth, as they should be according 
to their spiritual meaning {Jpaqlqat). Thus the rite of the ablution 
which God made obligatory to us, or these 17 nk‘ats which are 
obligatory upon every one. Why does the sunfiat of the Prophet 
precede /an(Zaj5, and the extra devotion (ndfilat) follow it ? Simi- 
larly, why does the noon prayer have a sunnat before it, and after 
it a ndfilat li But the afternoon prayer, which has a sunnat 
before it, has no Tmfilat after it ? And the evening prayer has a 
ndfilat after it, but no sunnat before it ? Or the night prayer, 
which is the last, and there are prayers before [103] and after it ? 
And the prayer at dawn which has a sunnat hoiore it, but no 
ndfilat after it ? You would be unable to explain the reason why 
this is so. 
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And: also a.moiigst those things which prove the Imaiiiat of 
Isma'ii (b. Ja'far) is the fact that when he (Isma'il) died, vja'far 
,as-Sadiq let his body remain .covered, in his^ house for three. days. 
His face was left uncovered, and the people- who came- in could 
recognise Mm,— the : Hashimites and non-Hashimites, ^ the 
residents of Madina, and the visitors from elsewhere. Imam 
JaMar himself asked those who came to express their condolence 
to.him:— ;^Ms 'not this, my son. Isma^il?” And those who, saw 
Mm had no choice but to admit this without hesitation. ' Then 
he took: the signature ,of the, visitor, '.■■bs. to what he, had , seen. 
'He, did this until in -Medina , all the Hashimites,,local„pe,ople and 
visitors, had given their sighatures.i . ; 

The body wm then taken out, to, ,, the Baqf . cemetery, on the 
fourth day,,, still with the face exposed. ,Hrom' time to; , time the 
Imam ,(JaTar) caused,it, to be,laid .on' the, ground, kissed it, and 
said,,: "'By God, 'the, death of ,Isma"'iI- does' not hurt me so much as^ 
what I,„have promised, to, him'-. "He, made - the, whole crowd 
which was with him to witness his burial, .and even: took , s,igna- 
tiires from those who were not present before , the body was 
parried' out. He did this three times, and on the fourth he had 
,the body ;pla-ced in,, the grave. , He went, through the.. ceremony in 
the usual way, and those present could give testimony of having 
seen him (Isma'il) buried in, .their presence. 

The local spies wrote about all this' ,to , ab,Mansur, (the second 
Abbasid caliph, (136~158/754-775)).2' And Imam Ja'far also sent 
a letter to him, informing him of his bereavement. (Before that) 
the Abbasid sent spies to watch- Imam JaTar, in order to find out 
who was appointed as Ms successor, so that he might he murdered. 
When the news (about' the appointment of Ism.aMl}.,caine to him, 
he became worried. And -they {the- spies) were :Watehmg Isma‘!i, 

1 All this is appareatly paraphrased in the Zahru'l-ma'^dni by 
Sayyid-na Idris, of. above, pp. 209-'213. 

2 If this tradition can 'be relied upon, it: shows ^ that the death of 
Isma‘il b. Ja‘far took place afier 136/764. This tallies well with other 
references indicating that he was .still living in :■ 133/76,1, (cf. “.Ismailis and 
Qarmatians”, p, 57, and also above, p. 216). ' 
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plotting to seize him. Then came the news of his death, and the' 
caliph was relieved from his anxiety. But only a few days 
passed before [104] he received a report that a man in Basra, 
a cripple of about sixty years, was sitting once at the door of his 
shop in the bazars of the town, plaiting a basket of palm leaves, 
when a young man passed by, in appearance and dress looking 
like Isma'il b. JaTar. A crowd of men surrounded him, all 
greeting him, and asking for protection. When the cripple, who 
was a Shfite, a follower of Imam Ja'far, saw him, he began to 
shout: “0, descendant of the Apostle of God, stretch thy hand 
to me so that God may stretch His to thee!” The young man 
returned, seized his hand, and brought him down from his shop. 
Then the cripple walked along with him a distance, leaving him 
later, and returned to his place healthy and straight in stature. 
People began to crowd around him, asking him who it was who 
healed him. And he replied : “Isma^il b. JaTar b. Muhammad*'. 

Thus the spies of the caliph wrote about Isma^il being dead, 
and also JaTar as-Sadiq wrote about his bereavement. And 
when the caMph read the latest news, he said: 'Werily, the 
trickery of the sons of Abu Kabsha will never cease until they 
perish to the last man". Then he immediately summoned 
Imam JaTar, who was brought before him. When he appeared 
before the caliph, the latter produced his own letter, and the 
report of the spies, and, showing to Imam JaTar his own note, 
asked him: “Is not this in thy own handwriting, the letter 
informing me about Isma'il’s death?" The Imam replied: 
“yes". Then the caliph produced the report of his spies about 
the events which took place in Basra. The Imam also produced 
the testimony of those who witnessed the death and the burial 
of his son. When the caliph saw these documents, his anger 
subsided. He then summoned a number of the Hashimites who 
were with him, and they testified what they had seen, and 
acknowledged their signatures. Thereafter he gave orders to 
dismiss Imam JaTar, giving him good presents, and permitting 
him to return home. 
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This people did not know how the mystery of God' acts in 
His saints;' they did not' know what God grants them in every 
period and time. Therefore as-Sadiq returned to the sacred place 
of his Ancestor, and' occupied his, seat, Just as Jacob sat in the 
place of Joseph after the latter’s death, or as did Shu^ayb when 
he no longer had his prophetic mission to discharge. [105] 

Travelling dd%s scattered over the earth, while Muhammad b. 
Isma‘il was with him, keeping silent (sdmit) so long as his grand- 
father lived. But when his death approached, Muhammad b. 
IsmaTl left Medina, before Imam JaTar died, collecting those of 
his dignitaries and “proofs” who still remained (in Medina), 
He went towards the whom he had sent to seek for him the 
“country of refuge”, as it has been already mentioned in the 
account of his predecessors. As we have seen, he and his des- 
cendants and successors kept themselves concealed from people. 
They despatched %]xek dd%s to different parts of the world in 
search of the “country of refuge”, as narrated above. One of 
the dd'ls appeared (later on) in the Yaman, starting propaganda 
there. His authority and position became strengthened. A 
teacher went by his orders to the Maghrib, about the date of the 
expiration of the period of satr, and the approach of the time of 
manifestation, promised by the Apostle of God, who predicted 
the “rise of the Sun from its setting place”. When his authority 
had become strong, his propaganda met with complete success, 
and Divine signs appeared, his lords ^ came out towards him. 
This was similar to what Lot did for Abraham, When the latter 
left the country of his father, Lot acquired for him the “country 
of refuge”. And he (Abraham) cancelled the law {shaft at) of 
his ancestor, Noah. Similarly did Moses act, when he left the 
country of his father Shu'ayb, and cancelled the law of Ms 
ancestor Abraham. He then invaded the country of his enemy, 
and destroyed him. All this has already been narrated, and does 
hot : require lengthy : repetition . 


^ Obviously at Mabdi and al-Qa’im. 
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And they, the Imams, always remained concealed until 
there came about what the Apostle of God had predicted to his 
commuiiity, when he was asked about the time of his death : 
“How long is the world to remain in existence ?’" ' He showed 
them his three fingers. They speculated as to whether this 
should be three days, months, years, tens of years, or three 
hundred years . . ■. , and added nine. Verily, the Prophet indi- 
cated this, and ordered this from the prophecy about the People 
of the Cave, to which they fled from the oppression of the tyrant. 
We have already explained [106] the words of the Apostle of 
God: — “They fled for the sake of their religion, and they will 
rise with Jesus son of'. Mary”. And. he also said: “My des- 
cendants amongst you are like a cave, the door of salvation for 
every one who enters it, or as the Ark of Noah for those who 
boarded it” . . . 

. . . The end of the Book called ^^Asrdru’n-nutaqd^ ”, by the 
Glory of God, and blesshigs to His Saint, and His blessing and 
protection, — may Peace from Him be on us 1 


6. Froni the 117 4h from 

Sayyid-na Hatim b. Ibrahim al-Hamidi. 

(For the work and its author see above, p. 23; 
and for the text see Extract 6.) 

[107] Said (‘All b. Ab! Talib): ‘‘I wish every one, at all 
times and periods of the world’s existence, may know the truth”. 
Thereupon rose Abfi Dharr al-Ghiifari, and said : 0, Commander 

of the Paithfiill Reveal to us something about this, so that we 
may console ourselves with this, and live content with what is 
going on in this w^orld”. 

And ‘All said: “ Know, o, Jundab,^ that the Apostle of God 
has authorised me to mention to you the things that follow. He 
said to myself: ‘‘0, Abfi’l-Hasan, when the daughter of the 
Kisra (i.e. Persian king) Hurmuz shall be taken prisoimr . . . 
verily this girl shall become the mother of Imams from my pro- 
geny. And it is unavoidable that, after thy death, another mis- 
fortune shall befall her, when, after the battle of Kerbela, she, 
and other members of the family, shall be badly treated by Ibn 
Maijana, the accursed, after they shall have killed my (grand-) 
son al-Husayn. His son ‘Ali (Zaynu’l-‘abidin) shall' be' saved. 
This shall happen 61 years after my “flight” (680 A.D.). And 
he (al-Husayn) will entrust him (his son ‘All) to Muhammad b. 
'al-Hanafiyya until his coming to age. He, ‘Ali Zaynu’l-‘abidin, 
shall marry ,Umm Salim, the daughter of Khalid, and she will 
bear to him four sons. One of them (Zayd) will be killed and 
crucified in Kufa, the second poisoned, the: third shall be lost in 


In traditions of this mystical kind cases of similar “ absentminded- 
;iiess”'are: remarkably ''Common, — the story begins in. reference , to some 
one, but further on- a 'different person is addressed. , This, most probably, 
is one of the proofs; of the very unceremonious:; handling and adjustment 
of tradition by esoteric' autho,rs, 'who often 'combine; different traditions 
into one, to suit. their own purposes. .■ ' .■' 

[: 20 . ' 



306 [Texts, pp. 107-108] 


TRANSLATIONS. 


az-ZaiYta’ (i.e. Baghdad), and the fourth shall remain ali-v'e,-- 
he shall be the Imam, Muhammad b. ‘AH b. al-Husayn, 

He will" many Umm Ja‘far, who shall bear to him a son, 
Ja'far, in the town of al-Ba‘d (?).i This shall happen in the 
year after my Hijra 124/742.2 The Abbasids shall oppose him, 
but shall be unable to destroy him: Grod will not permit this to 
them. He shall marry Salma,^ (or : shall marry while remaining 
safe), and she shall bear to him five children; and he shall have 
five more [108] by concubines, 

(6) The eldest of these shall die in the lifetime of his 
father, appointing as his successor the Seventh Imam. 

(7) The latter shall marry the daughter of his paternal 
uncle, and 

(8) the Eighth Imam shall disappear in the year after my 
Hijra 134 (i.e. 751-2 A.D.). The Abbasids shall search for him, 
and he will betake himself from them to the remotest nop- Arab 
country, where God will keep him safe from his enemies. 

(9) He shall marry a woman, and she shall bear thB Ninth 
Imam, whom the Abbasids shall also try to seize. He shall leave 
his original place, and settle in Syria, ^ within the province of 
Qinnasrin, in the vicinity of Antioch, in the district of Hims.® 
He shall settle there, in his house, and news about him shall 
spread everywhere. He shall send from there his dd‘‘%s to the 


^ Perhaps this simply means — in a remote city ? 

2 Imam Ja‘far’s birth is usually placed in 80/699, approximately, 
indeed. 

3 Both Ismaili and Ithna-^ashari sources agree that the name of tlie 
first wife of Imam Ja*far was Fatima. According to the SharhuU-alMdr, 
she was Fatima bint al-tlasan b. al-Husayn (or al-Hasan) b. ‘Ali; and in 
the ^UmdatuH-tdlih (208), Fatima bint al-Husayn al-Athram b. al-Hasan 
b. ^All. It is indeed strange to see how such inconsistencies have* been 
permitted to remain in these prophecies. 

^ liere obviously Isma^il b. Ja'far is intended. But, according 
to all sources, the eldest was ^Abdu’l-lah, who, as we have seen, died 
a few months after the death of his father. Isma^il was most probably 
;the, second' son. ■■ 

3 It is strange to read the tevm Surigya Syria. It is in common 
use at present, but, as far as I can see, it is extremely rare in old works. 
Apparently here it is intended only as the name of a certain district of 
■■Syria. ■'■■ . . .. , 

6 Salamiyya really lies about thirty miles from Hims. 
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remotest places in the Yaman and the Maghrib. He shall marry 
there in the year .after the Hijra 190 (i.e. 806 A..D.). The . news 
about him shall spread, reaching also the Abbasids. , They shall 
send their agents, and .he shall fall into their hands, as a prisoner, 
who shall be brought to az-Zawra’ (Baghdad), their capital, in 
chains,. suffering tortures and pain. And he, neverthekss,' shall 
escape from the chains to his own place, 'after suffering death in 
appearance at the hand, of .the Abbasidsd The Tenth s.hali be 
born to him in the year after my Hijra 199 (i.e. 814«81l> A.D.).^ 

(10) And when the Tenth from my descendants arises, he 
s,liall emigrate, to t.iie' countries of the Maghrib,' building the.re a 
town called after liini. He s.hali meet many enemies amongst 
the population of the “Far West’’. And he shall be the “Sun 
rising from the place where it sets”. He shall be the one by the 
hand of whom God shall conquer the Maghrib, and through him 
shall be exalted the one w^io would say: “I belong to my com- 
munity and to the posterity of the Prophet”. He shall marry a 
woman, and she will bear him (one son) only in the original 
residence, from which he shall start to his “country of refuge”.*^ 

(11) And she will bear to him the Eleventh, after a streiiuouB 
struggle, in which his parent shall become grey. [109] This 
shall take place exactly at the completion of three hundred years 
after my Hijra.^ His authority shall be strong, although his 
assistants and helpers shall rise against him in arms, and shall 
Ix^siege him in al-Ma.hdiyya. But he shall be appointed to his 

^ This is a very iuterestmg allusion, although it is quit© obscure. 
It may perhaps have a certain co.nn 0 ction with the IstUdr, 102. . Of. also- 
above, p. 44. 

^ The “Tenth”, i.e. Husayn, the father of al-Mahdi, could not 
have been born in 199/814, if his son al-Mahdi was really bom to him in 
about 260/873. ISfot© that the next Imam is born in 300/912, i.e. 101 years 
later. This is only the usual complete disregard of commonsense and 
reality, so typical of esoteric works, 

^ All this obviojisly reflects the story of al-Mahdi; but perhaps there 
is the element of “duplication”, between him and his uncle Safld, which 
comes out more clearly in the later esoteric works. 

Cf. above, note 2. This is merely the usual effect of superstitious 
belief in the magic of numbers. The exact date of al-Qahm’s birth is 
not known, but he most probably was- bom soon .after 280/893; cf. above, 
p. 32. 



308 [Teorts^ p. 109] 


TRANSLATIONS. 


exalted office by a (special?) nass?- And be shall strike as a 
hammers smiting the Maghrib as a millstone grinds (corn). 
This shall happen after his father shall have married him to the 
daughter of his uncle, his nearest relative and friend.^ 

(12) And she shall bear to him the Twelfth, and he shall see 
him when still livmg, just before his death (this apparently refers 
to the grandfather, not the father). He shall lose his mother in 
the lifetime of his father, growing under his supervision. His 
enemies shall be numerous, amongst his subjects and relatives. 
But, despite this, he shall grow in good health, and develop 
excellently; when he shall come of age, his father shall marry him 
to one of his slave girls, a Greek. 

(13) She will bear to him the Thirteenth. This shall happen 
after his father (the 12th) shall become crook-backed, on account 
of the troubles which the people of the Maghrib shaU give him, 
with his enemies, with numerous sad events, with little reliance 
on his subjects, with a great task, causing extreme fatigue, and 
taking long to accomplish, the rising of the Berbers, and the 
hostility of the population of Ifriqiyya. He shall come to Tunis, 
and add to it the government of Fas (Fez), conquering Sijilmasa, 
to the extreme limits of the Maghrib. And his death shall 
approach him after his being besieged in al-Mahdiyya. But he 
shall overcome his enemy, and forgive those who resisted him; 
these shall devour each other, on account of strong dissensions 
amongst them. Then shall come the time of his death. 

(14) He shall leave as his successor the Fourteenth. This 
latter shall have several brothers who shall claim what God has 
given to him, each proclaiming himself the Imam at the time. 
But he shall overcome them, and firmly establish his authority, 
build a large army, and make public his aspirations. He shall 

1 There is a feeling of a certain deviation from the normal in this 
sentence, but it is impossible to grasp its real implications. Does it mean 
that his nass was of a kind different from that of other Imams ? 

2 According to both the Istitar and the of Ja‘far, the mother of 
al-Qa’im really was al-Mahdi*s cousin, the daughter of his uncle, Muham- 
mad as-Sa‘ id b. Ahmad. ' 
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move .Ills army, and his advanced units shall enter Eg, y|)t and . its ^ 
dependencies. He shall conquer Egypt with the help of his 
devoted slave, — and wo© to the Syrian lands 'fro.ni this! .' Then 
he shall niove.,fro,m Ifrlqiyya to Egypt, ruining (on his way) some 
of the towns in .Ifriqiyya, to the confines of Barawata.^ 

(15) When he marries the daughter of his uncle, she shall 
hear, to him two sons, one of them being his successor, the^ 
Fifteenth. [110] He shall also have two sons by his concubines, 
but the elder of these shall die (early). He (the I4th) shall 
establish himself firmly in Egypt, and when his death shall 
approach, and the time of passing away draw near, he shall leave 
it to the youngest of his sons. He shall appoint as the governor 
of his kingdom during the minority of his son one of his slaves, a 
common man (?). He shall begin to squander the money of the 
state everj^where, collecting the revenue on behalf of the on© 
who has inherited the succession. But nobody shall be benefited 
except his dishonest slaves and concubines. And he shall not 
benefit anyone except for his slaves of lower standing. The 15th 
shall marry a woman who shall bear to him the Sixtee7ith,^ about 
the time when his term has come to its end, his death approaches, 
and his reign is to expire, after (another?) slave girl of his, 
affectionate, and of good origin. So that when he shall say: 
“I begin to win”, Ms death will come. He shall not livelong 
after this. 

(16) He shall leave in charge of his kingdom the Sixteenth, 
who shall be left a minor. Under him war shall start, and 
women shall make him the object of their intrigues. The 
Taghut (Devil) amongst these shall rise, making, him and those 
with him the tool of intrigues, while he shall think himself that 

In these prophecies the circumstances of. various events .winch took, 
place in the .reign, of different Fatimid caliphs are often .mixed up,—': 
perhaps quite Intentionally, to preserve the tone of “prediction*’, which 
would disappear if everything were perfectly accurate. Most probably 
the dates suffered, most, as .their -value, was less appreciated than . that 
of other .elements in those stories. 

« The sixteenth .Imam, was al-Hakim,.. who was about twelve years 
old when, he ascended the throne. .. . .; 
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he lias attained -what he wanted, achieving his aims. But God 
shall extinguish the fire caused by his enemy, and counteract the 
evil done by him, destroying his army, and striking him suddenly. 
But ill his stead shall' rise another, the Black one, against the 
Sixteenth from my progeny. He shall be an affectionate friend to 
my descendant, while intriguing amongst his male and female 
slaves. He shall seize his kingdom from one end to the other, so 
that kings in the West and East shall think that he is going to 
take the position which belonged to His saints. But he, the 
Sixteenth (1), shall leap upon him as a fierce and enraged lion, and 
shall slay him, surprising the Egyptians with dismay. The 
inhabitants of the sacred cities shall be very much impressed by 
his being killed, and by receiving the news of his having been 
overcome by such a blow. The lad, my descendant, at the time 
shall not have reached the age of sixteen. But what difficulty 
shall that be to you, lad, when you oppose a eunuch ! ^ And woe 
to his descendants ! When he (the Sixteenth) shall attain the age, 
[111] he shall choose an orphan girl, whom his father has brought 
up. This shall happen in the year after my Hijra 390 (i.e. 
1000 A.D.). She shall be from a good stock. When he attains 
full age, he shaU go to Damascus, where he shall appear in Rajah 
or Sha^ban of 394/May-June 1004.2 His troops shall move there, 
and conquer Antioch, with other places on the frontier. He 
shall make Antioch 3 his '‘country of refuge”. 

Meanwhile the orphan girl, mentioned above, shall bear to 
him the Seventeenth. His name, o, Abul-Hasan, shall be like 
thine (i.e. ‘Ali, as it really was in the case of az-Zahir, 411-427/ 
1021-1036). Wars shall be started under his rule, and great 


^ All this obviously refers to the assassination of Barjawan in 390/1000. 
As is known, al-Hakim was bom on the 23rd Rabi‘ I 375/13-8'-985, and 
ascended the throne in 386/996. 

2 As is known, al-Hakim never travelled to Syria, and apparently 
never left Cairo. 

3 Antioch, as mentioned above, cf. p, 120 sq., often figures in esoteric 
speculations, as the stage of difierent mystical events. Al-^akim, eer^ 
tainly, never went there, and had no reason to seek for any “country of 
refuge”. 
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calamities slmir happen., ~ it is difficult to describe, what shall 
befall human beings and the Jinn. And how many .intrigues 
there. shall be, engineered hy male and female, slaves,, and wives ! , 
But he shall not approach any one except her who shall give 
birth to his son, the Seventeenth. And there shall be much 
suffering, a difficult time, there shall be many tears, and much 
sorrow, grief, and strife. But how much humiliation there shall 
be to my young descendant when his army shall mutiny! He 
shall then go to Antioch, which shall become his “country of 
refuge He shall permanently reside in the town of Efim, on 
the confines of the Bosphorus, in the province of Constantinople J 
Then the Christians shall fall out with him after the Seventeenth 
shall be born by that orphan girL^ His sons shall be numerous, 
and he shall have a large posterity before the proper time comes 
to have it (?), as many children shall be born to him while he 
himself shall still be very young, before his attaining majority,^ 
Through his sons he shall start shedding the blood of the 
Christians, by murdering them and seizing booty from them, 
while he, the Sixteenth (here Seventeenth) himself shall be pre* 
occupied with enjoying pleasures in numerous holidays, resembl- 
ing the Fifteenth in his actions. The Sixteenth shall decide to 
slay his determinate enemy and avowed pretender, conquering 
ultimately his places of refuge and the towns occupied by him. 
Many women shall become widows, begging in the streets. [112] 
But (ultimately) different provinces shall flourish again, and 
merchants shall settle in them, protected by justice and law. 
And after this he shall be on the point of devastating Byzantium 
to the limits of Constantinople, when the Christians shall rise .in 
rebellion, attacking him with great might, such that it would 

1 It is indeed iiiterestmg that Constantinople %ures so often in 
prophecies ascribed to ‘AH, In some traditions some of the “concealed” 
Imams are made to reside there. Hone of the IFatimid caliphs, certainly, 
went there, or resided there, 

2 As is known, az-?ahir was born on the 10th of Ram. 305/20-6-1005. 

5* Only one son, in addition to az-Zahir,. is. known to history, — al- 

-Harith, born. 19. Bab. II 400/10-12.,1009."':.. .When' he' was. bom, al- Hakim 
was 25 years old, not a. minor, .especially in the Bast. 
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justify the belief in the invaMon of Gog and Magog. Then the 
Sixteenth shall disappear from the community in Byzaiitiimi (?), 
And how shall his troops and his generals fall into differences after 
his disappearance 1 ^ 

(17) Then his son, the Seventeenth^ shall occupy his throne. 
The Christians shall collect in the vicinity of Constantinople, and 
move their troops. The people of the Maghrib shall then com- 
bine with the people of Traq, helping the people of Syria. Egypt 
shall be ruined when they shall pass through it. People shall 
show the place on which the capital of Eg 3 rpt stood, and Egyptian 
women shall be sold on the markets on Mahib (in the Yaman), 
while the people of the Maghrib shall offer for sale particularly 
delicate women, those who were brought up in seclusion, and slave 
girls (from rich houses); and one shall hear w^omen’s ornaments 
tinkling on common pack ponies. This shall happen despite 
their coming from the Maghrib to Baghdad to help my descendant. 
But Constantinople shall (nevertheless) be conquered, the 
Byzantmes shall be defeated, the enemy shall be destroyed, and 
the people of God shall be victorious, because the people of God 
are always victorious, and their troops are Divinely helped. 
When my descendant conquers all the Byzantine provinces, 
seizing Constantinople, he shall return, and from Byzantium shall 
move against Traq. This shall happen after the death of the 
Sixteenth, He shall go from Egypt to the land of the Kisra (or 
the throne, fern), of Petrus (?), whose place is in Syria (Shamat), 
at the time when seven planets come together in the beginning 
of the constellation of Spica Virginis. There shall be great 
calamities, deaths of many important men in the army and 
provincial government, but people will not pay much attention to 
this, being preoccupied with their own sufferings. This shall 
begm from the year (three hundred and) ninety-two to the end of 

1 This obviously refers to what was said above about his “residing 
in the country of Bum”, etc. But would it not also mean that he dis- 
appeared into Byzantium t Then all these details of his living in Con- 
stantinople, etc., would probably embody a belief in certain circles as to 
his having gone there after his mysterious disappearance. 
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400 (1002-1009 A.D.), TMs shall be hai'd, many [113] Important 
and lesser iiien shall be slain, until my Sixteenth descendant shall 
hare no more enemies to oppose him, neither from the members 
of his house and his relatives, nor amongst those unrelated, to 
him, ' and his opponents. So it shall be by the time that the 
Seventeenth comes to the throne. This shall take place in Rajah 
or Sha^baii of that year (i.e. 400) — February-April 1010 A.D. 
Otherwise he shall ascend the throne some time after the year 400. 
But he shall come to it only after the execution of his enemies 
and foes from amongst his relatives and dependents. 

Later on some people will begin to spread heretical beliefs 
concerning God. No sooner this will be started by one community 
than others, from another community will join this (?). Bad 
news shall begin to spread, and differences shall arise, amity shall 
become scarce in his affairs, and the affairs of his enemies. But 
in the propitious time and hour, after the destruction of the 
enemies of God, and the unbelievers amongst the people of West 
and East, this shall cease. They shall carry on war by sword 
and fire, since they will have no other choice.” i 

^ As is already suggested above (cf. p. 117), apparently all similar 
esoteric prophecies are the product of the fouxth/tenth and the beginning 
of the fifth/eieventh c. The most remarkable feature of this one is the 
extraordinarily pessimistic tone which pervades it. It strikingly contrasts 
with the tone of the earlier j)rophecies, collected by Qadi Nu*man in his 
wovk.f /Shurhu^hahMdr^ composed about 350/961 (cf. above, p. 99 sq.). 
It is more than probable that this is due to the great disappointment 
with the earlier expectations, which flooded the strictly religious Ismaili 
circles, when, after the reigns of the brilliant Imams from al-Mahdi to 
al-MuHasz, there began a period of decay and political degeneration under 
weaker successors, accompanied by great calamities and sufiering. Per* 
haps the wild experiments of al-Hakim were really intended to placate 
this section of his followers, and to raise their spirits by the enforcement 
of various restrictions upon non -Ismailis. 
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Exceptions from the alphabetical arrangement of the entries : 

Abiij b. (= bin), Ibn, JiT. ( = Kitdh), E. (== Eisdla), the Arabic defi- 
nitive article al-, prepositions, and words within parentheses are not 
taken into account in the alphabetical arrangement of the entries in 
this index. 

Figures : 

plain figures refer to the English portion of the book, i.e. pp. 1-313. 
figures in heavy type refer to the Arabic texts at the end of this 
book, pp, 1-113 (Arabic pagination), 
figures in heavy type and in square parentheses refer to the pages 
of the Istitdru^l-Imdm and Slrat Jalfar aUHajib, edited in the “Bul- 
letin of the Faculty of Arts, Egyptian University”, 1936 (1939), 
pp. 93-133. 

the letter n, standing after a figure, e.g. 96n, indicates a reference to the 
footnotes on the page, 96. In ease reference is given both to the 
main portion of the page and footnotes, a comma is inserted, e,g« 
96;, n, = 96, 96rn 




Aaron, see Hariin. 

ai-‘Abbas (b. ‘Abdi’l-Muttalib), 115; 

' descendants of, 116 

Ibii ‘Abbas = Abbasid caliph, 110, 
25,85 

‘Abbas b. ‘Abdi’l-lah, Ilasliimite in 
Salamiyya, 173, [101] 

AM ’l-‘ Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abdil- 
-lali, name assumed by Husayn 
b. Zakraya, 92 

— — Mhd b. Ahmad b. 

Zakai’iya, ■ brother of Abu 
‘Abdid-lah ash-Shi‘i, 41n, 
182, 198, 206, 207, 209, 226, 
261, 262, ' [106, 116, 121-123], 
33, 41-42, 68, 69 

— — Mild. (b. Zakriiya), 
dd% 61, 80, 163, n, (165), [96,97] 

‘Abbas! , al-Mahdi pretends to be 
an — , [108] 

Abbasids (cf. 6anv2’^-‘Abbas), 33, 
34, 36, 38, 53n, 83, 88, 107, 110, 
112, il6-117, 124, 125, 185n, 
192, 224, 249, 279, 280, 282, 306, 
307 

Ibn ‘Abd, dd% in BaghdM, 164, 
[96] 

‘Abd b. Maymun, 144, 566 ‘Abdu’l- 
-lah b. Maymun al-Qaddah. 

®Abdu’l-lah { == plebeian name), 153 

— — = al-Mahdi, q.v., (31), 
57, 59, 61, 144, 148 

; — concealed Imam of the 

, . ..Driizes, 150 

■ , ■— , — b., al-‘Abbas (b. ‘Abdi’l- 

-Miittalib b. Hashim), rdw% 
100,’ 110, U7n, 185, [108], 17. 

^ _ (b. ?) Ahmad fo. ‘Abdi’l- 
-lah (in Qarmatian epistles 
quoted by Tabari), 47 

— al-Akbar {see hAbdu’i- 

, -lah b. Mbd b, Isma‘xl), settles 
.in Salamiyya, 162, [95] 

. ^ — ; b. Habla, rdw%, 109, T9 

b . ai-Husayn, Abu ■ 

al-Mahdi bil-lah,. 31, see under 
. al-Mahdi. ' 

Abu - ' ‘AbdiT-iah ,al-Husayn . b. 
Ahmad .al-Kufi, see .under Abu 
‘Abdil-lah ash-ShiT. 

.‘AbduT-Iah b. Ja‘far, al-Aflah, or- 
al-Aftah, . 110, . 237, '278, 295, 
306n, 25,.50, 98 ; ; 


‘Abdul-iah b. Mas‘fui, mw, 66, 106, . 

108, 115, 116, 10, 15, 28, 30 
‘Abdu’l-Iah b. Maymun (b. al- 
-Aswad) ai-Qaddab (al-Bfakki), 
(22), 29, (48), 68, 75, 76, (94, 
104), 127, n, 128,11, 129-132, n, 
133, 134, 140-144, 152, 153, n, 
155, 156, 236, 248, n, 250, 256, n,„ 
■49, 59, 60, 64, c/. undsr Ibn al- 
-Qaddah ; — mas in the system 

■ of the Driizes, 150; — merely 
a collective name,' 132;— -three 
persons under the same name, ■ 
Dr uze system , 1 50- 161; — Per- 

. sian by origin, 129,n 

— ^ — b. Maymim b. Daysaii, ' 
48 

— — b. Mhd b. Isma‘!i,conc. 
Imam, sum. ar-lladi, 30, 33, 39, 
46, 68, 69, 9.2, 128, 141, 14.4, ^ 

■ 151, 152, 157?, 161-162, .241, 
248, [95], 36, 54, 58; — called 
‘■Abdu’r-Iia-hlm in the Das- 
tiiridl-immajjim ? 39 
Abu ‘Abdi’i-lah b. Mhd b. Isma‘il, 
name assumed by Yahya b. 
Zakniya, 92 

‘AbduT-iah b. al-Qadim, Aghlabid 
ofheial, 221, [132] 

— — ar-Badi, ^ee ‘Abdul-iah 
b. Mhd b. IsnnVil, 241, 248, 
54, 58 

■— — b. §aiih, Hashim.ite, 

16in 

Abu ‘AbdiT-lab ash-ShiT (al- 
-Husayn b. Ahmad b. Zakariya 
al-Kufi), 13, 41n, 43, 48, 63, n, 
87, 88, 133, 182, 183, 189, 197,' 
198, 205-207n, 209-213, 216-219, 
226-230, 231n, 259, 261-263n, 
[ 106 , 110, 116, 120, 121, 123-130, 
132 ], 32-34, 36, 37, 42-45, 66- 
69 

‘AbduT-lah b. ‘Dmar, fdw% 64, 
110,111,9,29 

‘AbduT-Tabfoar, historian, 139 
‘AbduT-Maiik b. Mhd al-Mazini, 
dd%in Kirman,T42 . . . 

‘Abdu’l-Muttaiib, 100, 115, 10; 

■ . ■ — deseend’ants of,... 107, 10, 24, .28. 
‘Abdu’r-.Rah.im . .. (.or . ‘Abdu’r-Bah- 

■ ■■ man), Abffl-Qasim.,.b. al-Yas b. 

■ A^mad b. al-Mahdi, heir apparent 
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of al-Hakim (d. ca, 415/1024), 

14911 ' 

‘Abdu’r-Rahman, cf. under ‘xAbdu’l- 
-iah b. Mhd b. Isma^il, 39 

— — supposed original 

name of al-Qa’im, 60 

— — - (heir apparent of 

al-Hakim), see under ‘Abdu’r- 
- Rahim. 

‘Abdu’r-Razzaq, rdun, 108, 15, 24 
‘Abdan, da%, 47, 48, 59, 60, 76, 78 
Abi Gargar (= Mashruqan), canal, 
157n 

Abraham, Ibrahim, 16, 18, 265, 
268, 270, 289, 293, 294, 303, 63, 
76,93,97,105; — religion of — , 
268n; — rel. of Abrah. and Mhd, 
118; — sharVat of — , 303 

— and Muhammad, religion 
of, 118 

Abyssinia, Habash, q.v., 118 
Abyssinians, 117, 118, 124; — jazlra 
of — , 2 In 

Adam, 16, 18, 76, 107, 245, 248, 
270, 299, 13, 56, 58, 76, 101 
Afghanistan, Eastern, 2 In 
al-Afiah, or al-Aftah, see ‘Abdu’l- 
-lah i). Jahar, 237, 50 
Africa, N., 6, 58, 94, 133, 149 
al-Aftah, see al-iVflah, 278, 83 
Abxl’l-Agharr as -Salami, Abbasid 
official, 82, 171, 172, 174n, [101] 
Aghlab, banu'l-, or Aghlabids, 12, 
190, [124, 132] 
ahluH-lcitdh, 117n 
al-Ahm, banu—, 175, [103] 

Ahmad, the addressee of the 
Qarmatian epistles, 47 
Aihniad, concealed Imam of the 
Druzes, 150 

— , Mhd, Husayn,— ances- 
tors of ai-Mah*di ? 178, [104] 

— , Abu’l-‘Abbas,b.‘Abdn- 
-lah, name assumed by Husayn 
b. Zakruya, 92 

— b. ‘Abdi’l-lah al-Hasib al- 
-Marwazi, astronomer, 250n 

— — — — b. Maymun 

al-Qaddah, 153n, 266n 

— ~ ~ b. Mhd b. 

Isma‘il, Abu ’l-Husayn, at-Taqi , 
sec. concealed Imam, 31, 33, 
35, 39, 40, 41, 46, (47), 92, 162, 
249-252, 255, [95], 36, 60 , 

— b. ‘Ail b. Mhd b. Ismail, 
39 


Ahmad, Abu ‘All, son of al-MahdL 
45’ 

— al-Hakfm al-Husavni, /mf- 
jat, 256, n, 64 

— b. al-Kayyai, 33 

— al-Mawsili, dd% 158, [93] 

— b. Mhd, Hashimite in Sa* 
lamiyya, 172, 173, [101] 

— b. Mhd, b. ‘Abdi’l-lah b* 
Mhd b. Ismail, the third cone. 
Imam', in K. al-Azhdr, M / 

— 6. {sic) b. Ismail, 34, 
39, 151 


— b. Mhd (or Ibrahim) an- 
•'-NTaysaburi, author, 7, 8 

^ — — at-Tayyi, governor' 

of Lower ‘Iraq, 73 

— b. Musa ar-Rida, instead of 
‘All b. Musa, 282, n,' 86 

Abu Ahmad §u‘luk = Ia‘far, 189, 
[110, 132] 

Ahmad at-Taqi, i.e. Ahmad b. ‘Ab- 
di’l-lah b. Mhd b. Ismail, 
Imam, 249-252, 255, 60 

— , Abu Shaiaghlagh, b. Mhd 
b. ‘Abdi’l-lah b. Mhd b. Ism., 
46n 

— b. Tulun, gov. of Egypt, 

164, n, [97] ^ 

— b. ‘Umar, rdw%, 108, 19 

— b. Ya'qub, . Abu’l-Fawaris, 
dd% in Syria, 19, 145; — his 
epistle, 145 

Ahwaz, town, 34, 39, 75, 132 
Akhbiyya, or XJkhbiyya, village 
near Salamiyya, 86, 179, [105] 
akhul-Mahdi. 44, 58, 59, 165, 171, 
173, 189, [97, 102, 110]; — 
—,165, [97] 

Akhu Muhsin, historian, 27, 45, 74 
dl ‘Abbas, 59, see under Abbasids. 
dl Muhammad, al-aHmmat min — , 
7, 16, 21,22,27, 31,32 
Alamiit, district, 48, 73 
Alawites (Alaouites) of Syria, cf, 
Nusayris, 147 
al-‘Alawiyya, Alids, 61, 87 
al-‘Alawiyyun, iklids, 87 
^aldy-nd saldmu-hu, 56 
Aleppo, Halab, q.v., 82, 84n, 159, 
160n, 161, [93, 95, 122] 
Alexandria, 5 

‘All, incarnation of the Deity, with 
the Druzes, 148 

— the fourth cone. Imam, 23, 57, 
58, 61, 151, 153, 36, 37 
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*Ali b. “^Abd Manaf — ‘Ali b, Abi 
Talib (Dmz 0 ), 148,n, 149 

b. ‘Abdi’l-Mi b. Mhd.b. Is- 
ma‘il, sum. al-Laytli, 33, .(34 ?), 
39 . 

— al-Asghar, Ithna-^asliari Imam, 
287,91 

Abii ‘Ali ad-Da‘I, in . Egypt, 194, 
196, n, 197, [113-115]; — in Kufa, 
206, [121, 122] ■ 

‘All b. al-Fadl, dd% in Yaman, 224, 
225,n, 40; — al-Jayshani, 197, 
[115] 

Abu ‘All al-Hakim, 31, ,256n 

— — ■— == Mhd' b. Ah- 

mad b. ‘Abdiddah b. Mhd b. 
Isma‘Il, 40 

^ _ ,, == Sa‘id 1 59 

‘All b. al-Husayn b* Ahmad b. 
‘Abdiddaii b. Mhd b. ism., the 
fourth cone. Imam, (23, 57, 58, 
61, 151, 153), 36, 37 

— b. al-Hiisayn b. ai- Walid, Say- 
yid-na, dd‘l, 20n 

— — — Zaynu’l-‘abidm, 

q.v., 55, 101, 305, 26, 29, 35, 
(107) 

— b. 'Isa, Abbas, official, 81, [132] 

b. Da’ud Ibn al-Jarrah, 

221, n 

— al-Layth (?), 34 

— b. Mhd b. Isrnadl, sum. al- 
-Laytii, 39 

— b. Musa ar-Rida, 33, (237n), 
252, 282, n, (284-236), (32, 50), 
61, 88, 89; '= Ahmads 282, n 

‘All b. Abi Talib, 16, 23, 37, 46, 
54, 62,11, 67, 91, 94, 95, 98, 99, 
102,11, 105, 106, 108-110, 113, 
115, 117n, 133, 134, 144, 145, 
148,n, 149, 150, 152, 153n, 164, 
232, 235,11, 239,11, 240, 244, 247, 
251, 256,. 257, 260, 263, 266- 
269, n, 270, 272, 273, 290, 295, 
296, 299, 305, 311n, [96], 2, 3, 
10, 13, 14, 16, 18-20, 22, 23, 25, 
28, 31, 47, 48, 51-53, 55, 58, 60, 
67, 70, 73-75, 78, 79, 94, 98, 
101, 102, 107;: === 256, 257,, 

64, 65;.— prayer , .of, ,239;, ,b. 

‘Abd Manaf, ..,148,n,, 449 

— Zaynu4-‘abidiii, q.v., 305, 

(107); cf. ‘All b. abHusayn. ' . 

Aii-Iiahis of Persia and Turkey, 
147 

K, aU‘^AUm waH-ghuldm, 138 


AHsa‘ b. Midrar, Aghlabid official, 
202, 204, 205, 209, 210, .213, 219, 
228-230, [119, 120,, 124, 126, 
131], (32, 33), 43-46 
^Aliyyiin Mahlmimy 257, 65 
Almagest, 251,11, 61 
‘Alush ar-rcVid (trainer, under al- 
-‘Aziz), 203, [119] 
alwdh AJusd, 16 

‘Alya, incarnation of the Deity, 
with the Druzes, 148, 149 
amdnat wa rutba, handed over, 263, 

70 

amm = trustee, 296, 99 
al-Amir, Patimid caliph (495-524/ 
1101-1130), 20, 21, 37;-- Ibn 
'’amm — , 38 

Ibn ‘ammil-Mahdi, 44, 174, [102] 
Abu ‘Amrnar, 272, 78 
Andaliis, Andalhsia, 221, 222, [132]; 
■—jaztra of, 27 

Antakivy a, Antioch, 120, 121,306, 
310n, 31 1 , 16, 26, 31 , 108, 1 1 1 
‘Aqll b. Abi Talib, 48 
^Aql-i Kulh 136 
al-'Aqlu%Fa^'dl, 244n 
Ibn al-‘Arabi, 136 
Arabs, jazlra of, 2 In; — in N. 

Africa,* 211, 220, [124, 131] 

Ark of Noah, 252 
Aristotle, 135 
^ am Musa, 16,31 
asds, in the Druze system, 149, 150 
K. Asdsidt’ta^wil, 19 
ai-Asbagh, hanu — , 81 
Ashnash, town in Day lam, 33 
Ashir, town in NT.W. Africa, 220,, 
[131] 

Asia Minor, Rxim, q.v., 117n, 207n 
‘Askar Mukram, town in Khuzistan, 
31, 38, 41, 42, 75, 132, 157, [93] 
aslu^n-Nur, 266, n, 73 
asrdr, 247 

K. Asrdru'n-Nutaqd^ (comp, ca., 
380/990), 18, 19, 28, 36n, 56, 
75n, 180n, 235n, 237n, 248n, 
275n, 304, ,106;'— text of an 
extract, 87-106 ; — translation of 
the extract, 275-804 

early Imams, 151n, 246, 
248, and passim. 

‘Attar, supposed surname of the 
." first cone.' Imam, ‘Abdu’ldah b. 

. . Mhd b. Isma‘il, q.v., 241, 64 
— Paridu’d-din, Persian poet, 

241n 
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‘Ate b." al-Karsli al-Ahmi, “Qarma- 
tian” general, 175, [103], appa- 
rently the same person as ‘Atr b. 
al-Qaiidasi al-Ahmi, 171, [ 101 ] 
al-‘Awali wa Eadak, estate, 252, 
282,61,87 

awlddalM^l-MakdlAl^^. 173,189), 

[ 97 , 102 , 110 ] 

— Ibralimi (b. ‘Abdi’l-lah b. 
MM b. Ism.), 39, 164, [97] 

— Abi Mhd, i.e. the “Qarma- 
tian brothers”, q.v., [96, 97] 

mystical designation of ‘Ali 
b. Abi Talib, 256, 257, 64, 65 
‘Ayntab, town in Syria, 160n 
Ibn ‘Ayyash {or Ibn ‘Ayyas), 194, 
[ii3] 

Ayyub, Aghlabid official, 221, [ 132 ] 
Abxi Ayyvib, sdhihiCl-mathdkh 
(under ai-‘Aziz), i 86, [108] 
Ayyub b. Nuh, mwl, 128n 
K. aUAzMr, 1.4, 24, 29, 32, 38, 40, 
46, 57, 94, 256n 

al-‘Aziz bi’l-iah, Fatimid caliph 
(365-386/975-996), 7, 10, 146, 
147, 149, 184, 186, 190, [107, 
110]; — incarnation of the Deity 
(Druze), 148 
aUbdb (dignitary), 62 
bdbu'l-abivdb { = Firuz, chief dd%)f 
189, [110] 

bdbuH~ldh — Imam, 275, 291, 81, 
94 

Babu’l-Hafnada (or Hafanda), in 
Salamiyya, 171, 179n, [ 100 ] 

Bab Mazza (or Marra?) in Damas- 
cus, 168, [99] 

— Tuma, in Damascus, 166n 
Babu’i-Yahud, in Salamiyya, 173, 

[ 102 ] 

Badru’l-Hamami, Egyptian official, 
166, 167, 169, [98, 99] 

E. BaduouH-tawhld U~da^wati^l>haqq 
(Druze), 148n 

Baghaya, town, N.-W. Africa, 220, 
[131] 

BaghdM, 48, 59, 76, 79, 81, 86, 90, 
143, 161, 164, 171, 181, 188, 192, 
225, 241n, 250, 312, [ 95 , 100 , 
101, 103, 106, 109 , 110 , 112 ,. 
132], 32, 41 ; — caliph of, passim; 
—‘dd^s in —,164, 188, [ 96 , 109 ] ; 
— sahib — , [111], 32; — cf. also 
Zawra’. 

Bahrayn, 34n, 49, 69n, 70, 78 
Abu Bakr, caliph, 148 


baladu^r-Eum, cf. Rum, Asia Minor, 
Byzantium, [110] 

K, al-Baldgh (by dd% Muhammad b. 

Ja‘far), quoted, 249, 59 
K. al-Baldghud-ahbar^ 142 
E. al-Baldgh wa^n-nihdyatfVt-tawhld 
(Druze), 149n 

Baihaja b. ‘Abdi’I-Iah, Hashimite 
in Salamiyya, 173, [101] 

Balkh, , 161, [95] 
al-Balwa, baw-w — , 166, [97] 

Bandi Qir, dam, 157n 
Ranti’l- ‘Abbas, Abbasids, q.v., 2, 
11,25,26,28,40, 107, 108 

— ‘Abdi’l-Muttalib, 10, 24, 28 

— ’1-Ahm, 175, [103] 

— akhil-Mahdi, [97, 102, 110] 

— ‘ammi’l-Mahdi, [97] 

— l-Asbagh, 81 

~ l-Balwa, 166, [97] 

— Fakhdash, 166, [97] 

— Hashim, ef. Hashimites, 100, 
6, 7, 12, 13, 24, 28, 30, 96, 98, 
103,104 

~ Hudhayl, 166, [97] 

— Hujayiia, 166, [97] 

— Abi Kabsha, 302, 104 
— Kalb, Kalbites, 166n 
— Malik, 166, [97] 

— Makhzum, 128 
— Mu‘rid, 166, [97] 

— Nudar, 168, [99] 

— Shayba, 107n 

— ’l-‘Ulays b. Pamdam, 73, 80, 
81, 91, 166n 

— Umayy a, Omayy ades, 2,11 , 
23,26-28 

' — ‘Uthman b. Hijaz, quarters 
in Hama, 171, [100] 

— ZiyM, 166, [97] 
al-Baqara, 286, 38, 90 
al-Baqi‘, cemetery in Medina, ' 29, 
30, 301, 103; — Baq!,‘ gate in 
Medina, 30 

al-Baqir, Imam, 62, 63, 67j 
Mljd al-Baqir. 

ai-Bar, incarnation of the Deity, 
with the Druzes, 148, 149 
Barawata, town, 309, 109 
Bardesanes, heresiarch, 129n ■ 
Barjawan, slave, 31 On 
Ibn Barka al-hhddin, see Tayyib, 
164, [97] 

E. al-Basmala, 20n 
Abu Basir, rdwl, 104, 1 
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Basra, 41, 72,11, 73, 132, 161, 234, 
302, 48, 104 

Basri — Iiiiaiii ‘Abdu’l-iali, [95] 

Ibii al-Basri = al-Mahdi, 41, 164, 
173, [96, 102] 

hdtin tva zdhir, explained, 3 . sqq. ; 

— used as substantives, 3 
al-BatsliaPiiH-"uzmd, 54, 55 
Ba.ytu’l-Muqaddas, 87, see under 
J'erusalem. 

bap NufilAdh ~ Imam, 81, 83, 94 
Berbers, /aaiira of — , 2 In 
Md'a, hida\ 1, S ; bida^u'^l-nmb'^ 
tadi/m, 3 

K. Bihdrtdl-anwdr, 17ii, 62, 97, 98, 
.104, 106n, I,07n, iOSii, 116, 119n, 
121,11 

Ibn 'Bist<ani, merchant in Sijilmasa, 
210, 211, 212, [124, 125] 
B,lackBea, 118 

‘‘Book”, knowledge of, %lmuH- 
Kitah, 294, 97 

books, hutiih, lost by al-Mahdi at 
Tahuna, 197, 226, [115], 26, 41 
Bosphorus, 311 
Bukhari, traditionalist, 103 
Bulanjar, town, 119, 120, 6, 7, 12 
Biirkan, 164n, 189, [110]; cf. Ibn 
Barka, Tayyib. 

al-Biithaiii, Zaydi Imam (d. 411/ 
10.20), 142 
Biitnan, wdd%, 82 
Butrus ' (Petrus ? ) Kisra, 312,112 
Buyids, dynasty in Persia, 118 
Byzantine prov. in Africa, 190 
Byzantium, Kum, q.v., jazlra of, 
'21n, 124; — kings of, 117, 118, 

■ , 31 1, 312, n 

Cairo, 30, n, 31, 117n, 31 On 
.caliph of BagbdM, 161, 171, 188, 
.190, and passim . 

(she) camel, ndqat, q.v., of Yahya b. 

.Zakriiya, 91, 169, [99] 

Caspian provinces, 7.1, 73 
“cells” of propaganda of Ismailism, 

. 75n , 

Central Asia, Ismailis of, 118, 140,' 

.. 147 

China, jazlra of, 21n., 1 1 7n 
Chin-u Machin, 148 ■ ■ 

Christians, 135; ™ Crusaders, ■ 120, ' 
123, 311, 312;— .in .Egypt, 149; ■ 
— '.in the service . of al-Mahdi,, 

' 41n; — of Najran, .295, 98 . 
Circessium, Qarqisiya®,. q.v,,. 84n 
comm.xinistie ideas in IsiiQ.ailism,. 1 12 . : 


Constantinople, Q.usta,iit!iilyya, q.v. 

. 119,. 120, '311,11, 312',n, 6, 7, 12, 

111,112 

Crusaders, 120, 123, 311, 312 . 
“curtain”, sitr, acceptance., of a 
follower from behind a— , 207,n, 

• [ 122 ] 

dad^imu'^l-lsldm^ == tistilPd-dm^ 102 
K. Da'dHmu%Isldm, 12, 139,n 
dajdtir, sacred books, 91, 166,n, 

[97] 

dapar^ of Yahya b. Zakruya, 169, 

[99] 

Daliriyya, 135, 138 

ad’dd% mm-nd = Malidi,. Imam, 

104 

ad-Da/jjal, Antichrist, 69, 78, 80; 

' — cf. Mukhlid. 

Drdiya (village on Eup.h,rates), 83, 
84n, 86 

Daliyat Ibn 1'awq, 83 
Damascus, Dimishq, q.v., 68, 77, 
81, 82, 91, 93, 117n, 165n, 166, n, 
167, n, 168, 170, 172, 190-192, 
207, 310, [98, 99, 101, 111, 112], 
111; — fM‘^of, 192, [ill] 
ddv Mjrat, “country of refuge”, 
236,11, 240, 241, 262, 277, 279, 283, 
289, 294, 298, 303, 49, 53, 69, 82, 
84, 93, 97, 100, 105, 108, 111 
Das Avatar, 148n 
ad-Da‘sM, rdwl, 101, 116, 29, 30 
K. DastuniH-munajjirmn, 39 
Da’ud, David, q.v., 294, 98 
Abu Da’iid, traditionalist (d. 275/ 
888), 62 

Da’ud, Abu Sulayman, son of al- 
Mahdi, 45 

David, Da’iid, 294, 98 
Abu’d-Dawaniq, i.e. Abbasid caliph 
al-Mansur (136-158/764-775), 
234, 235, 48, 50 , 

(to'arai Abi’l-Husavn, [97, 100, 103] 
— al-Kufa, [96] 

— Misriyaii, 140 
— E,asuli’l4ah, 4 
datar Muhammad, 73 
Daylam, *33, 39, 71, 73, 117n, il9,n, 

■ ■120,-241, 4,6,7, 12, 54;— 

— , 6 ; — of, 21n ■ 
Daylamites, cf. Buyids, 117, 118, 
123 

Dayr.'‘asfurin, 159, 160, [94] 

Da3n*u Vzur, town, 84n 
Dhab, district an H.W, Africa, 227, 
'.42 
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Abu Dharr al-Ghiffari, rdwl, 305, 

107 

Dhikrawaiii, 77n 

dhimmat 1 1 8n ; — dhimmls, 1 1 7n, 

■ 118 

Dhu’i-fiqar, or Dbu’l-faqar, sword 
lof ‘Ail, 5 

dhurriyyatu^UMahdl, 23, 29, passim, 
Dimishq, see Damascus. 
din of Abraham and Muhammad, 
118 

Dindan, 132 

Druz© literature, 147-152 
Druzes, 17, 39, 46n, 51n, 54, 68, 123, 
146-148; —books of, 147-152, 
234n; — doctrine of Imamat, 148 
du^a^ {= da^wat) jadld, new re- 
formed religion, 1 

Du^d^ yawmVs-sabt, by al-Mu‘izz, 
(245), 56 

Dualistic beliefs, in Ismailism, 135 
du^dt Mahdi (gen.), 9 
Eastern gate, habu'sh-sharq, in 
Salarniyya, 176, [103] 

Egypt, Misr, q.v., 45, 77n, 79-82, 
87, 118, 163-165n, 167, 181, 182, 
193ii, 194-198, 206, n, 207, 211, 
220, 224-226, 260, 265, 309, 312, 
[ 96 , 98 , 106 , 113 - 116 , 122 , 123 , 
125 ], 40 , 42 , 67 , 109 , 110 , 112 ; 
—^dd% in, 194, 196, [ 113 , 114 ]; 
— qdHmbi-Misr = chief 206, 
[ 121 ] 

Elburz mountains, 71 
“eiders of the family of the Pro- 
phet”, 143 

Emessa = Hims, q.v., 159n 
Ephesian Sleepers, 297 
Epiphania = Hama, q.v., 77n, 

169n 

epistle of al-Mu‘izz to the dd% of 
Sind, 27n, |40 

epistles of the Qarmatian leaders, 
quoted by Tabari, 47 
Euphrates, al-Furat, q.v., 80 , 83 , 
84n, 172, 181, [ 101 , 106 ] 

Europe, 118, 123, 124 
Eve, 76;— “Mother Eve”, grave 
of, in Jidda, 180n 
“Expected One”, 287, (90) 
extremism, measures of al-Mansur 
against, 139 

Fadak waT-‘Awali, estate, 252, 282, 
61,87 

PadI b. ‘Abdi’l-lah, Haahimite in 
Salarniyya, 173, [101] 


Fakhdash, 6aww — , 166, [97] ' 
Farghana (in Pars ?)? 80 
Abu Far^a, house of, 162, [95] 

K. al-Farq bayna^l-firaq^ 142 
Pars, 41, 67, 28 
Pas, Fez, 308, 109 
al-FasM, 84 

fad, in the sense of “book”, 
“monograph”, 299,n, 101 : 
Pathiyya, sect, 278, 83 
Fatima (daughter of the Prophet), 
29, 62,99, 100, 102, 110, 115, 118, 
154, 250, 252, 282, 6, 33, 24, 61, 
98 ; — descendants of, 250, 252, 6, 
15 , 24 , 25,87 

— bint ‘Abdi’l-lah b. Mhd b. 
Isma‘il, 33 

— — al-Hasan b. al-Husayn 
b. ‘All, 306n 

— — al-Husayn ai-Athrain 
b. al-Hasan b. ‘Ali, 306ii 

Fatimid women, 262 
Patimiyyun (cf. Qasiyyun), early 
name for the Ismailis, 80, n, 166n, 
168n, 170,n, 171, 172, 181, 61 
Abu’l-Fawaris Ahmad b. Ya‘qiib, 
dd% in Syria, epistle of, 19, 145 
Fayaha, village near Salarniyya, 
171, [ 100 ] 

Fayd, village, 78 

K, aUFihrist, by Ibn an-Nadim, 74, 
76 

K, Fihristu%Majdu\ 2^ 

Filistin, Palestine, q.v., 165, [97] 
Firuz, chief 41n, 47, 52, 77, 
189, 191, 192, 194r-197, 206, 207, 
[ 110 - 115 , 121, 122];— 

abwdb, 189, [110] ; - — proclaims 
himself an Imam, 197, [115] 
Franks, 124 

al-Furat, Euphrates, q.v., 80, 83, 
84n, 172, 181, [101, 106] 

Ghadir (Khumm), 263, 70 
Abu Ghafir, dd%, 157, 159, 160, 
[ 93 , 94 ] „ 

ghdf Antakiyya, 16 
al-Gharb, cf. Maghrib, 25, 67, 79; 
hildd — , 79 

Ibn Ghassan, rdivl, 100, 102, 113, 
17 , 20, 22 

K, GJidyatuH-mawalld, 20 sqq., 22, 

• 23, 25, 50, 54, 56, 58, il7n, 144. 
151, 153, 154, 253n, 256n, 259n; 

— text of an extract, 35-39 
ghdyatu'sh-shard’iH'*l~makhtuma,24:Z, 

54 
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Giiaylan ar-Babahi, or ar-B,ayahi, 
165, [97] 

.al-Gbazali, 125, 166 

G-Ilan, 117n 

Gog and Magog,. 312 

Gospels, Injil, q.v., 121, 284, 26, 88 

Gujrat,, 43n 

Hafoash, Abyssinia, q.v., 117, 168, 

' 4, 6 

Abu Habasha, house of, 202, 203, 
[iW] ^ 

Habib b. Abi Thabit, rdwl, 110, 25 
(tlmm) Habib, wife of al-Qa’iin, 44, 
189, [110] 

hoMthSt prophetical, described, 95~ 
97 

Hafnada gate, in Salamiyya, 171, 
179n, [100] 

Haifa, i65n 

al-Hajjaj b. Yusuf b. Matar al- 
-Hasib, astronomer, 25 In 
al-Hakim bi-amri'l4ah, Fatimid 
ckiph (386-411/996-1021), 19, 
46, 56, 123, 139, 143-151, 309n, 
31 On, 313n,* — incarnation of the 
Deity (Druze belief), 148; — in- 
sanity of, 147 

Halab, Aleppo, q.v., 82, 84n, 159, 
160n, 161, [93, 95, 122] 

Hama, 77, 83-85, 159n, 160, 163, 
165, 170, 171, [94, 96, 97, 100, 
101]; =s Epiphania, 77n, 159n 
Hamdan b. Mansur b, Jawshan, 
daughter of, 33 

Hamdan Qarmat, 47-49, 52, 69, 75- 
78 

Hamduya, fdwl, 128n 
Hamid b. aI-‘Abbas, dd% in Bagh- 
‘ dad, 164, [96] 

Hamidu’d-din Ahmad b. ‘Abdil- 
-lah al-Edrmani, Sayyid-na, chief 
da%, author, 15, 19, 28, 46, 123, 
'138, 142, 143, 145, 155 
Hamza, uncle of t'he Prophet,- 102, 
31 

— founder of the Druze sect, 
150,n 

— b. Hamran, 103, 5 

Ibn ai-Hanafiyya, Mhd b. *AIi, q.v,, 
(55, 153, 154, 305), 35, 38, (107) 
hamf, 267,n 
al-hanlfat, 74 
haqa'iq, works on, 4, 54 
haqlqat^ 300 

haramu^-Mahdl, 189, 190, 209, 222, 
[110,111,123,132]/, 


al-Harith b. Patimid 

prince, 31 In 

Abul-Harr, or Jarud ? 29 

— — Bi,!ai b. F.urwa, 100, 

101 

Harran, town, 2 In, 158; jazlrat of, 

[^3] 

Harun, Aaron; 233, 276, 286, 290, 

. 291, 294, 296, 297, 299, 38, 47, 
82, 90, 94, 97, 99, 100, 101 

— b. Khamruya b. Ahiimd b. 
l^ulun, gov. of Egypt, 1640. 

— ar-Eashid, Al>basid caliph 
(170-193/786-809), 240, n,248u, 
297n,53 

al-Haruni al- Hasan!, cf. ai-Buthaiii, 
Abu’l-Husayn al-Mu’ayyad bil- 
-lah Ahmad b. al-Husayn, ^layd! 
Imam, 142 

Haruriyyu, Kharijite sect, 272, 78 
Abu’l-Hasan ™‘Ali b. Abi Talib, 
305, 310, [107, 111] 

-jpiasan b. ‘Ali', Imam, 29, 54-56, 
105, 110, 248, 295, 296, 2, 35,59, 
98, 99 

_ ^ Imam ? 26 

— ; . . — — al-Asghar, Ithiia- 

.‘ashari Imam, 287,288,91, 92 

— son of the sister of Ja^far 
al-Hajib, 195, [114] 

— Kablru’d-din, pir of Sind, 43n 

— b. Mahbub, rdwl 118, 5 

— b. aI-Mu‘adh, serv. of al- 
-Mahdi, 165, 171, [97, 100] 

— b. Mhd, Ithna-'^ashari Imam, 
287,91 

— b. Nuh b. Yusuf b. Mhd of 
Broach (d. 939/1533), 14, 29, 
38,46 

Abu’l-Hasan b. at-Tirmidhi, dd% 
157, 158, [93] ■ 

Hasan b. 'uMht JaTar, 195, [114] 
Hashim, 24 

“Hashimite”= Imam, 116, 119, 

120 

Hashimites = Abbasids, Hashimiy- 
, yun, 171-173, 178, 185, 186, 

1-94, [100-102, 104, 108, 113]; 
ef, dan* HUshim. 

. — .=■ Fatimids, 34, 37, 82, 

90, 107, 115, 119, 293 
Hatim' b. Ibrahim al-Harithi, Say- 
' yid-na, da% (d. 596/1199), 15, 23, 
inn, 107 

'Abu Hatim ar-Razf, dd%, 15, 28, 

137,* 138 
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hcmd, “poor’ (mystical), 239, 52 
R. aUHdwiya, by al-Kirmani, 19 
Ibii Hawqal, geographer, 79 
Ibn Hawshab, Abu’l-Qasim al- 
-Husayn b. ai-Farah, Mansuru’l- 
-Yaman, q.v., 13, iSn, 38, n, 40, 
41n, 43, 50, 57, 71, 74, 94, 132, 
196, 197, 224, 225, n, 258; = 
yMansur, 13, 47, 88, 196, [115]; = 
Abii’i-Qasim ad-dd% bi’l-Yaman, 
37, 196, 197, 206, 211, 224, 225, 
[115, 121, 122, 125], 40, 41 
haydkilu'n-Nur — Imams, (256), 64 
al-Haytham al-‘Ijli, landlord, 75 
R, al’Hiddyatu'l Amiriyya, 5 
M0b, 56, 233, 296, 62; — wa hob, 
25^, {passim)* 

hijra of the Prophet, 260, 67 
Hims, or Homs (Emessa), 93, 159, n, 

■ 165, n, 169, 170, 190n, 306, n, [94, 
97, 99, 100], 107 

Hind, yasOT of, 2 In 
Homs, see Hims. 

Hiidhayfa b. al-Yaman, 119, 120, 

■ 6, 7, 12 

Hiidhayl, banti — , 166, [97] 
Hujayna, banu — , 166, [97] 
hujuh, 233, cf. Mjdh. 
hujjat = mystical “witness”, 265 
Hurmixz, dd%, 34; — Kisra, 305, 107 
al-Hnrratu’l-Malika, 21 
“Hnsayn”, dd'i in Lower Mesopo- 
tamia, 75 

— , Hruze concealed Imam 
“of the stock of al-Qaddah”, 
150 

al"!Pusaysi b. Ahmad (b. *Abdi’l- 
-iah b. Mild b. Isma'il), Imam, 
surnamed al-Mnqtada, or az-Zaki, 
father of al-Mahdi, 31, 35-43, 
45-47, 67, 59, 162, 255, 256n, 
267, 258, 30711, [95], 36, 63, 65; 
— his widow, 44, cf. mother of 
al-MahdJ. 

— b. Ahmad b. IVUid b. 
Isma‘il (in Ohayatv^l-mawdUd), 
161 

— b. Ahmad b. Zakariya 
al-Kiifi, 206, see under Abu 
‘ Abdi’I-lah ash-Shi‘i. 

b. ‘All, Imam, 37, 54, 
55, 100, 105, 110, 163, 238, 250, 
256, 288, 295, 296, 305, 2, 3, 24, 
25, 32, 35, 38, 51, 60, 64, 92, 98, 
99, 107; — ofwldd of, 220 


I Abu ’i- Hnsayn b. al-Aswad, dd‘L 
i 75n, 77, 80, 163-166, 168, 170 - 
172, 175, 177, [ 99 - 101 , 104 ], 
al-Husa5ni. b. al-Farah Ibn Haw- 
shab, dd%, 31, 258, 36,’ 65; 
— see under Abu’l-Qasim and 
Ibn Hawshab, 

— b. Hamdan, Abbasid 

officer, 85 

— fo. Mhd b. Isma'il, 34, 

39 

— b. Zakruya, 60, 80, 89, 

90, 92, 158n; - — was young, 89; ' 

— see Abu Mahzul, §ahibu’sh- 
-shama, §ahibu’l-khal. 

Ibadi, 272,78 
ibdhat, (225), 40 

Ibdd\ 136; al-Ihdd^uH-afdal, 257, 
65; al-Ibdd^uH-awwal, 235, 49 
Iblis, 225, 262, 13, 40 
Ibrahim, Abraham, q.v., 18, 63, 
76,93,97,105 

— wa Muhammad, millat of, 
4 ; — dm of, 118 

— b. ‘Abdi’l-lah b. Mhd b. 
Isma‘il, 39, 162, 165, [95, 97]; 

— awldd of, 165, [97] 

— b. al-Husayn al-Hamidi, 
Sayyid-na — , dd% (d. 557/1162), 
144 

— b. Mhd, Hashimite in 
Salamiyya, 172, [101] 

K* fi ibtidd'i^d-da^watiH-Tdlibiyya 
(= Iftitdhu^d-da^wa, q.v.), 10, 

(211), [125] 

Ibn Idris, rdw% 110, 25 
Idris, Sayjdd-na (‘Imadu’d-din, 
dd% d. 872/1468), 4, 10, 13, 17, 
22, 29, 32, 37, 38, 50, 79, 129n, 
153-155n, 240n, 241n, 243n, 256n, 
275n, 297n, 301n 
— ■ b. al-Husayn, 25 • 

Ifriqiyya, 74,’ 87, 200, 201, 205, 209, 
211, 220-222, 308, , 309, [ 117 , 
118, 121, 123 , 124 , 131 , 132 ], 
32,34,109 

K. Iftitdhu^d-da^wa (comp. 346/ 
957), i; 2, 6, 7,, 10, 12, 13, 14, 
33, 37, 47, 50,: 52, 122, 197n, 
210-212n, 218n, 227n; — extract 
from, text, 40-46; translated, 
224-231 ; cf. also (211), [125] 

— ~ — bi%Maghrib, 36 

ijmd\ qiyds, ra^y, 124 
Ikhshidid dynasty in Egypt, 81, 

: 166m,,, 
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ikhwan, brethren, here = followers, 
275a 

Ikhwainu\s-safa, RasdHl — , 4, 33, 
35,a„36, 40, 46, 137, 250-252, 257, 
258 ; — cf. under “ ar-Uasa’il 
Ikijan, town, in W, Africa, 216, [128] 
Ikijam, slave of ai-Mahdi, 216, 217, 

■ 219,1128] 

al-'ikmi%mastur, 242, 246, 54, 57 
“Imam Isma'il”, grave of, in 
Salamiyya, 180n 
al-Imdm qabla%MaM% 40 
al~Im,dm al-Qa’im bi~a.mri'l4d\ 69, 
aee under al-Qa’im. 

Imam-Shah, dd%, 43ii 
Imamat, Druze ideas of, 148 
R. ffl-Imdmat, by Abu’i-Fawaris, 
19 

‘Imran b, Surhaf b. Rustam, dd‘'7, 
34 

‘Inan b. Ibrahim, rdwi, 107, 13 
incarnations of “Our Lord”, Druze 
ideas of, 149 

India, 117n, 148; — ^ Ismailis of, 
148nj — (Hind) jazira of — , 21n; 
— Western, 140 

al-injil, Gospels, q.v., 121, 284, 26, 
88 ' 

al-'‘Iqdaniyya, Qarinatian leaders 
in Bahrayn, 148n 

‘Iraq, 44, 158, 161n, 165, 174, 181, 
312, [93, 97, 102], 112; — Sawad 
of, [105] 

‘Iraqi, 40 

‘Iraqs, “both”— , 19 
‘Isa, Abul-Hiisayn, son of al- 
. -Mahdi, 45 

. ■— b. Maryam, Jesus, q.v., 19, 

. . 245, 266, . 270, 273, 278, 287, 

■ 304, 56, 73 ; 76, 79, 83, 91, 106 
— Nushari, Abbasid official, 79 
Isaac, Ishaq, q.v., 234, 286, 47, 90 
Ishaq b. Ya'qub, Isaac, q.v. 

138 

“Isma'ii”, a man taken for Isma'il 
, .fo.Ja'far in Basra, 235, 104 
Isma'il II, : Druze Imam, 150 
— . ' ihe. hame of al-Mansur, Fatim. 

• V; cal., q.v., 265, 72 
— b, Ibrahim, Ishmaei, ' 16, 270, 
276, 286, 291, 293, 294, 38, 76, 
81,90,94,97,99 

,Isiiia‘Il b. Ja‘far,,Ima'm,' 16, 18, 24, 
30, 32, 44, 56, 129, 145n, im, 
232,n, 233-235, : 237-239,' ,249, 
275-277, 290-293, n, 295, ,■ 296, " 


298, 301,11, 302, 306n, 36, 38, 
47-49, 51, 53, 81, 94, 95, 98- 
.101,103,104 

Ismail b. Mhd b, Ismail b. Jalar, 
38, 39,241,54 
Isralli, 7, 8 
istihldlu4-maMrim, 40 
K. Istitdru%Imdm, 7-10, 2 In, 28,. 
31n, 33, 35ii, 38-40, 42, 44, 45, 
47, 53, 58-60, 70n, 75n, 77, n, 
78-81,n, 82-84n, 86-91, 94, 

185n, 189, n, 190n, 194ii, 197n, 
202n, 248n, 307n, SOSii; — extract 
from, text, [93-107] ; — trans- 
lation of, 151-183 
Italy, 207n 

K, IthbdiuR-Imdmatn 7 
ifldq = religious authorit;jy', 249 
Hirat, expression explained by Qadi 
Nu‘man, 108, 15 
J abah.i’l"An§ariyya, 1 59n 

— ’s-Sumaq, 159, [94] 

Jabir b. ‘Abdi’l-lah al-Ansarl, nlwi, 
63, 117n, 256, 267, 270, 64, 73, 76; 

— vision of, 256 sqq. 

Jabir al-Ju‘fI, rdtvt, 117n, 121, 26 

— b. Zayd al-Ju‘fi, the same as 
the preceding ? 253, n, 254, 62 

Jacob, Ya'qub, q.v., 277, 296, 303, 
84 , 99 , 104 

Abu Ja'far — Mhd al-Baqir, q.v., 
128n 

— — = Ahmad §u‘luk, slave, 
190, 222, [111, 132] 

Ja‘far b. ‘All al-Hajib, 184, 185, 
[107, 110]; —-see under Ja'far 
al-Hajib. 

— ai-Hajib, slave of al-Mahdi, 
7, 8, 10, 11, 41n, 44, 164, 167,u, 
183, 185, 186, 188-190, 193- 
196,198,199,.201, 203, 205-213, 
215, 218-222, 227n, [97, 98 , 
107-109, 111 - 116 , 118 , 119 , 
121-126, 129-132]; — son of . 
maternal aunt of — , 176n 

Abu Ja'far al-Jazari, slave, : 190, 
222, [110, 111, 132] ■ 

Ja‘far b. Mansuri’l-Yaman, 16, 17, 
18, 28, 36n‘ '94, 131, 238, 257, 
275n, 52, 64 

Abh Ja‘far Mhd b. Ahmad al- 
-Baghdadi, official, 221, 222, [132] 
Ja‘far b. Mhd b. Ismail, 38, 241, 

54 

■ ■■ — . as-§adiq. Imam, 13, 

15,29,30,56, 68, 100, 102n, 103, 


326 


OEKEBAL INDEX, 


104 , 106, 107 , 11 , 118, 121,. 1.28, 
133 , 139 , 14511 , 146n, 149, 233- 
238 , 240 , 266, 273, 275~278n, 
280 , 281, 288-293, 295-297,n, 
301 - 303 , 306 , n, 1, 3, 5, 9, 13, 
16,26,30,31,36,47-51,59,73, 
79, 81-85, 92-96, 98-100, 103, 
104, 107 ; — descendants of, 220 
Ja‘far as-§adiq, 48, 50, 51, see 
Ja'farb.Mhd. 

(Abu) Ja'far Sn‘lnk al-Hajib, 190, 
222, [111, 132] . 

,Ta‘fa,r a.t-Ta,yyar, 102, n, 31 

— b. ‘Ubayd (al-Jazari ?), 209, 
[123] 

B. synopsis of the Ene. 

IhhwdmC S'Safd^ 35n, 258, n, (65) 
B: Jdmi^atuH-Jdmi^a, 35n, 36n 
al-Jdnii^a min ar-Basa^il — BasdHl 
Ikhwdni^s-safd^ 65 
Jannaba, town and port in S.W. 
Persia, 70 

Abu Jarud = Abii’l-Harr ? rdwl, 
lOOn, 101,29 

al- Jarud b. Rayyah, 287, 91 
al-JawbarT, historian, 128 
Jawdhar, Ustadb, slave, 11, 12, 
154n, 233n, 263-266, 273, 274, n, 
70-72, 79 

jazryiru%ard, 100 ; — 12, described, 
20n-21n 

Jedda (Jidda), 180n 
Jerusalem, Baytu’l-Muqaddas, q.v., 
165n, 283 

Jesus, son of Mary, see ‘Isa b. 
Maryam. 

Jewish executioner in Salamiyya, 
173, of. Ibn an-Naddaf. 

— gate in Salamiyya, Babu’l- 
-Yahud, 173, [102] 

— influences in Ismailism, 122 
Jibalu’d-Daylam, 6 

Jibri’il, 115;291,28,95 
Jidda (Jedda), 180n 
Jiyad (or Jivada) b. al-Khash*ami, 
158, ‘l59, [93] 
jizya, 117, 118 

Joseph, Yiisuf, q.v., 277, 297, 303, 
42,99,104 

Joshua, Yusha‘ b. an-Nun, q.v., 
233, 270, 276, 286, 290, 294, 296, 
47, 76, 82, 94, 97, 99, 100 
Jundab, rdwu 267-271, 305, 73-77, 
107 

Ka‘ba, 38, 107n, 116 

al-Kabsh, goat, 286, 296, 38, 90, 99 


Abu Kabsba, banu — , 235, 302, 48, 
104 

B. ahKdflya fVr-radd 'ala'l-Hard^m 
al~Hasan% 19, 142, 144, 155 
KafrTab (?), 160,n,[94] 
Kafrabhiim (K-Dr-q-w-m), 159, n, 
[94] 

K. KaldmlPw, 10, 2Q9ii 
Kalb, , 91, 166n 

IcaUmatu%ikhlds, 275, 81 
kaUmatu%ldh = Imamat, 239, 53 
Kalwadha, village near Baghdad, 
48, 59, 76 

K, Kanzn^l-walad, 144 
Karbala, Kerbela, 305, 107 
hashf, 244, 246, 247 
K. al’Kctshf (li-Ja‘far b. Mansuri’l- 
-Yaman), quoted, 256, 299n, 64 
K, Kashfu^hastdr, history, by Jaw- 
bari, 128 

al-kashfatu'l-uld and ukhrd, 54 
Kashi {K, ar-Bijdl), 128, n, 129 
Katama: country, 198, 200, 205- 
207, 211, 212, *216, 217, 220-222, 
226, [110, 116, 117, 121, 122, 125, 
129, 131]; — insurrection, 221, 
[132] ; — tribesmen sent to Sala- 
miyya, 198, 226, [116], 42 
Katamiyyiln, [116, 122, 125, 127, 
132], 42 

Kawkawa, Kukwa (?), 262, 69 
Kawthar, well, symbol of ‘AlT, 
239n, 245, 56 
Kaysaniyya, sect, 69 
Ibn al-Kayyal, Ahmad, 33 
al-Kazim, cf. Musa b. Ja‘far, 237n 
Kaziriin, town, 33 
Kerbela, Karbala, 305, 107 
Khabur, stream, 84n 
Khadija (bint Khuwaylid), 102, 
295, 31, 98 

al-khadrd of Palmyra, 181, [105] 
khdlat Ja'far al-Hajib, son of, [110, 

132] 

Abu Khalid, rdwl, 128n 
Ichalifatu^lah “ Imam, 90 
khalifas m, 290, 93 

— , tl3.ree, of Mhd b. Isma‘!l, 
Druze idea of, 151 

Khalij, baladu’l-, "cf, Bosphorus, 111 
Ibn Kballikan, 32 ^ 
al-hhalqu’BakJiar, 232, 47, 53 
khardj, [123] 

Kharij!, Kharijite, 69, 70, 107; 

— used as an abusive term, 18 Bn, 
[109] 
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Kharijites, .272," 10, 11 . . 
Khdtimu'l-wasiyymj 75 
al-Kbattab, Sayyid-na (dd% d. 

■5.33/1138), 20-22, 56, 144 
AM’I-Khattab, heretic, 202,. 95 , 96 
Khattabiyya, sect, 69, 128 ' 
Khawarij, Kharijites, q.v., 272, 10 , 
11 '.;.. . 

“al-Khayr”, surname of Ahmad b. 

‘Abdil-lah b. Mhd b. Ism., 31, 40 
Khaisar, 117, 118, 123,4,6; — jazlra 
' of ■ — , 21n. ' 

khizdnatuH-Mafidl, [ 100 ] 

Khorasan, see Khurasan. . 

Mum.? money, 187, [109] 

Khurasan, Khorasan, 241, 279, [93], 
84 

Khurasan!, local Mahdi, 111 
Khurbatui-Bijan, village in Syria, 

, 82n 

Kharram-dlmyya, sect, 135 
Khuzistan, province, 31, 41, 67, 
71, 75, 157n 
Khwarizm, 34, 39 
Utah = ^lli, 269, 75 
al-KUdh = Coran, 90 
Kitdb ft ibtidcVi dawlati't-TdUhiyya 
= Iftitdhu’d-da'waf 211 , [ 125 ] 
Kitdb Mansur {al-J awdharl) = 8trat 
Jawdhar, 266, 72 
Kirman, dd% in, 142 
'al-KIirmani, Sayyid-na Hamidu’d- 
din, dd% 123 ; 138, 142,' 143, 145, 
165 

Kisra Hurmuz, 305, 107 
knowledge, hidden, cf. aUHlmu’l^ 
•mastur, 242, 246, 54 , 57 . . 

Kufa, 37, 61, 72,n,, 73, 77, 83, 86, 
119n, 128, 132, 163, 164, 206, 305, 

, [96, 115, 121], 2, 107 ; — dd ‘4 of, 
206, [121]; --mosque in, 105, n; 
“ Sawad of, 4.8, 91 
Kukwa,' or' Kawkawa (?), town, 
262, '69 . 

M. Kurd-‘Ali,. Professor, 166n 
kutub lil-Mahdty lost at Tahuna, 
197, 226, [115], 26, 41 
La'b, slave woman, 176-178, [ 103 - 
104 ] 

labour, agricultural, in L, Mesopo- 
tamia, 72 
Abii Lahab, 18. 

al-Layth = ‘Al! b. ■ ‘Abdi’l-lah b. 

Mhdb. Ismahi, 33, (34 ?) ■ 
Abfil-Layth, son of.M^d b.^ ‘Aziza, 
195, [114] 


Lot, Lxit, 289, 294, 303, 93, 97, 105 
Lydda, near Bamia, 165n 
K, Ma^dUmu%MahMr 1 3n, ,97 
Ma‘arratu’n-Hu‘man, town in Syria, 
84, 159, n, [94] 

M.Mabdsimu^l~7nubdshardt^l$ 
Madina, Medina, 29, 148, 161, lS0n, 
236n, 240, 241, 285, ' 297n, 299, 
301,303,53,89,103,105 
• — gate in Damascus, 166 

Maghrib (cf. Gharb), 13, 23, 32, 
57, 58, 61, 71, 87, 110, 118, 186, 
195, 196, 206, 207, 211, 213, 222, 
227, 260, 272, 303, 307, 308, 312, 

■ [114-116, 122, 125, 126], 6, 25, 27, 
28, 32, 36, 37, 42, 66, 105, 108- 
110, 112, 113 

Magians, religion of, 77n, 123 
Mahdi = Messiah in general, 17n, 
36, 50-55, 58, 62-65, 89, 92-94, 
97-104, 109-111, 113-115, 117, 
122, 130, 204, 206, 246, 268,261,9, 
13, 14, 17, 18, 20, 21, 23, 24, 26, 
27, 29, 31 , 64-56, 65, 68 ; == Imam, 
55, 58;— 114, 27; 
— Mahdi = dynasty of Imams, 
51, 115, 122; — several, 'adadf 
29 ; — twelve Imams min dhur- 
riyyati^l-Mahdlf 100, 101, 29; 

— wa 7 man ba da-hu, 29 
al-Mahdi, 'Abbasid caliph (158-169/ 

775-785), 161n 

al-Mahdi bi'lddh, Fatimid caliph 
(297-322/909-934), 6, 7, 9-14, 
20, 22, 23, 28, 29, 31, n, 32, 
37-41,n, 42, 45-61, 63-65, 70n, 
71, 75,n, 79, n, 80, 86-88, 90, 93, 
94, 99, 102, 105-108, 111, 119, 
130, 132, 142, 144, 145n, 146, 
148-155, 162-168, 170-178n, 181- 
222, 224-231, 238, 242n, 258-267, 
272-274, 303n, 307n, 308n, 313n, 
[95,96,98,100, 101,103, 106-133], 
1-4, 6-9, 14-17, 19, 20, 22-26, 29, 
33, 34, 40-45, 61, 65-67, 69-73, 
78, 79; — bayt—, 173, 176, 
179, [102, 103; 105]; —called 
Ahmad or Sa‘Id (according to 
Druzes), 150; — al-aHmmat min 
waladi^h% 14, 16; — al~aHmmat 
min nasU^hi, 23 ; — brother of — , 
44, 58, 59, 165, 171, 173, 189, [97, 
102, '■ 110], ef. under Abu Mh<i; 
brother’s daughters, 44, 1 89, [1 10] ; 

— brother’s descendants, awldd, 

hanu, 165, 173, [97, 102]; 
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■ — cousin, deported to ‘Iraq, 44, 
174, [ 102 ]; — daughters of al- 
-Mahdi, two, 44, 189, [110]; 

— * disguised as an Abbasid, 185, 
[108]; — disguised as a descend- 
ant of ‘Aqll b. Abi Talib, 48; 

— dress of, 212, [125]; — guar- 

dian of al-Qa’im, 23; — haram, 
family, of, 189, 190, 209, 222, 
[110, 111, 123, 132]; —hujjat of 
al-Qa’im, 149, 150n; — jctriya of 
(La‘b), 176, [103]; —mother 
of — , 44, 189, [110]; — qasr of, 
173, 176-177, [102, 103]; — 

uncle’s descendants, 44, 165, [ 97 ]; 
= Sa'idu’l-Khayr as his real 
name, 37, 38; — the Seventh 
NTatiq (Druze ideas), 152; — 
tawdHf (followers) of, 171, 205, 
[100, 121] ; — umm — , see 

“mother of”. 

al-Mahdi, Ithna-'ashari Imam, 98, 
238, 51 

Mahdi b. Hurmuz, dd%, 34, n, 35n, 78 
Mahdi-ism, 50 sqq. ; — == the same 
as the Imamat, 51, 53, 55 
Mahdiyya, town, 30n, 32, 186, 262, 
263, 265, 272, 307, 308, [108], 
69-71,78,109 

Abu Mahmud, or Abu Mhd, 92, 
see Zakruya b. Mahduya. 
Mahruya, 77n 

Abu Mahzui, al-Husayn b. Zak- 
ruya, q.v., or ?ahibu’l-khal, q.v., 
or §ahibu’sh-shama, q.v., or al- 
-Qarmati, q.v., 44, 60, 80, n, 

87, 163, 165-175, 177, 179, 182, 
[93, 96-102, 106]; — denies his 
being a Qarmatian, 182, [106]; 

— name explained, 80a 
mdHdat Sulayman, 16 

K, al-Majdlis li-Sayyid-na Hatim 
b, Ibrahim, 23, llTn; —extract, 
text, 107-113; — translated, 305- 
^313 

K* al-Majdlis wa%musdyardt, 12, 
13 

Majlisx, see under Bihm^l-anwdr, 
17n 

al-Majist%t Almagest, q.v., 251, n, 
61 . 

K, Majmu^uH-farbiyat, 19, 2 In, 145 
ma^khudh ^alay-hi, [112] 

M&khzmxi, hanu — ,128 
Makka, see Mekka. 


Ibn Abi Maiahif ai-Yamani, dd%. 

211, [125] ' 

Abul-Malih, rdwi^ 24 
Malik, banu — , 166, [97] 

— b. §ahbar al-Hamdani, raw, 
119,6 

al-Ma’mun, Abbasid caliph (198- 
218/813-833), 33, 35, 36, n, 260- 
252, 282-285,n, 60, 61, 86-89 
K. al-Mandqib U-ahl bayt, 13 
Mani, heresiarch, 136 
Manichaean influences in Ismailism, 
137n 

Manichaeans, 135 

Mansur = Mahdi (in the Yaman), 
94,’ 111 

al-Man§ur, Abbasid caliph (136- 
158/764-775), 234, 277, 278n, 
301,n,82,103 

— Fatimid cal. (334-341/ 

946-953), 64, 65, 109-111, 114, 
139, n, 187, 190, 196, 203n, 
222, 264, 274, 285n, 8, 71, 72, 
79, 80; — incarnation of the 
Deity, Druze idea, 148 ; — mea- 
sures against Shihte extremists, 
139; — name — Isma‘il, 265, 
274,72,80 

— = Ibn Hawshab, q.v., 

36 

Mansur ai-Jawdharl, 11, 266, 72 

— b. Mhd b. ‘Aziza, Abu’l- 
-Layth, (195), [114] 

Maiisuru’i- Yaman, Ibn Hawshab, 
q.v,, Abul-Qasim, q.v., 13, 47, 
88, 196, [115] 

Mansurlyya, town, 203, [119] 
Maqam Ibrahim, in Mekka, 116 
maqdmdtt spiritual ranks, 244, 55 
Ma’rib (town in Yaman), 312, 112 ■ 
ma^rifat bi^n-nmdniyyat, 73, 74, 77 
ma’^rifatuH-hijah, 62, 63 
Ibn Marjana, 305, 107 
al-Marwa, in Mekka, 107, 13 
al-Marwardi, 220, [131] .. 

K. al-Masdhtfi fl itkbdU'l-lmdmaf , 
19, 143 

Mashriq, 110,113 

Mashruqan ( = Abi Gargar), canal,' 
157n 

ai-Masih = . Jesus, q.v., 73, 93. 
masjidiil-Mazaz in Damascus, 166:ri ■ 
Masonic lodges, 133 
ma^'sumun, 292,96 
Masyaf, ^village, 169.a ,, 
al-Mawati, rebellion of, 207, [122] 
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^'‘mawldy a8-sayyid^\ surname of 
Abfi ‘Abdi’l-iah ash-Sbi'!, 217, 
[129] 

al^Maymun^ ©pitbet of Isma‘il b. 
Ja'far, 232, ,47 

Mayinun b. Ghaylan b. Bidar b, 
Mihran b. Salman al-Farsi, 233, 
47 

— al-Qaddab, 133, 1S3, 155, 
233, 236n, 47, 49 

Mazandaran, 39, 117n 
Mazdakit© induences in Ismaiiism, 

' 135,137n 

Mazza, village near Damascus, 
166, n, [98] 

Mazzatul»Aba‘i, village near Da- 
mascus, 166, [98] 

Medina, Madina, q.v. 

Mekka, Makka, 39, 70n, 72n, 107,n, 
116, n, 128n, 148, 206, 211, 237, 
279,n, 280, [122, 125], 84 
256, 64 

men of God = Imams, 284 
Mesopotamia, 19, 39, 44, 59, 76, 
132; — Lower, or SDutbern,41,60, 
71, 72, 74; — Upper, or Northern, 
80, 81, 158n, 159. Cf. ‘Iraq. 

Ibn Midrar, 32, 33, see Alisa ‘ b. 
Midrar. 

Mihnaf b. *Abdi’l-lali, mwl, 115, 23 
mihfdh of God = Imam, 275, 291, 
81,94 

Mihrawaih, Mihruya, Mihrwaih, 77n 
minhar of Sulayman, 120, 16 
Misr, see under Egypt. 

— capital of Egvpt, 194, [113]; 

— sdUh of, 194, 225, [113], 41 
mUliaq^ 298, 101 ■ 

'Mithra,77ii 

Monastery , of Sparrows, Dayr 
‘Asfurm, q.v., 159, 160, [94] 

Moses, Musa,, q.v., 120,' 121, 233, 

: . 260,: 270, 286, 291, 294, 299, 303 
Mii‘awiya,. Omayyade caliph (41- 
.. .60/661-680), 148 

(II) b. Yazid b. Mu‘- 
awdya, Om. cal, (64/683),. 282, 
87 

al-mubdrak al-maymun, epithets of 
Isma‘!l b. da'far, q.v,, 232,47 ■ 
al-M'ubdi^ul-Awival, 136 

— l-Haqq, (247), 57 
Mudiij,34 
al-Muhallab, 120, 12 
Muhammad the Prophet, 19, 95, 

105 .110, 112, ,115, „.118, .234, 


235,' 244-247, 251, 260, 266- 

■ 270, 290,, 294, 295, [93, 133], 2, 
4 , 5 , 7, 12, 17, 19, 23, 32, 47, 48, 

• 55 - 57 , 60, 67 , 69, 70, 73-76, 94, 
97 , 98 ; — “ seal of the prophets 
260; — “Mhd ibn ‘Abdi’Uah ”, 
as caUed by the Druzes, 149 

Muhammad, the second and the 
fifth concealed Imams of the 
Druzes, 150 

— walad La‘b, 176, [103] 

Abu ■ Mhd == ai-Mahdi, 202, 22^ 

[ 119 ], 43 

— ■ — the brother of al-Mahdi, 

44, 49, 58-61, 79ii, 165, 171, 
[ 97 , 100]; cf, under al-Mahdi, 
brother of. 

Abu Mhd (al-Kufi), dd% (beg. iii/ 
ix c.), 158, [93] 

— — _ — , or Abu Mah- 
mud, q.v., Zakariya b. al- 
-Mahdi, q.v., or Zakruya b. 
Mahdxiya, q.v., 60, 92, (158), 

• 163, 164, [93, 96, 97] 

— — ad-ba‘i(ofFatimiyyun), 
in Abu MahzfiPs forces, 169, 
177, [99, 104] 

Mhd b. ‘Abdi’l-lah, as the Druzes 
call the Prophet, 149 

_ — , — — « b. ' Mhd b. Isma‘- 
il, the second concealed Imam 
(as in al-Azhdr)f 46; — name 
claimed by Yahyll b. Zakruya, 
92 

— — — — ,Abul-Qasim, 

32, 66, see under al-Qa’im. 

— — — — b. ^alili, d.ese. 

of Abbasids, 161, n, [94, 95] 

— — — b. ' Yahya, 

name- claimed by Yahya b, 
Zakruya, 92 

Mhd b. Amad = Abu ‘Aii ' al- 
Hakim, 31 

— _ ^^shayMh^\ 176,ii, 

[103] 

— . __ — . (= Sa^id), 256n 

~ Sa'idul-Khayr, 

■ ■32n, 37, 38,n, 40, 41, n, 42, 43, 
48 (?), 49, 57, 59, 61, 153 

■ — b . Zakariya , Abfi ’1- 
‘Abbas, q.v., forotiier of Abu 
-^‘AbdrUah ash-Shi% 116, 189, 
197, [110] 

Ml^d fo. * Aii, Ibn ai-Hanafiyya, q.v.. 
Wo), 35, 38, (107) 
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Mhd b. Abi ‘All ad-Da‘i, Abul- 
-Husayn, dd%"d‘du^dt,ld6, [114] 
_A ‘All b. al-Husayn, al-Baqir, 
Imam, q.v., 306, 107 

— _ — Musab. Ja‘far, 285, 

286, ..89, 

— fo. ‘AK, al-Qa’im, sic, 37 

‘Aziza, 176-178, 189, 193, 

195, [103, 104, 110, 112, 114] 

■ Abi Bakr Ibrahim, Abu 

Hamid, Faridu’d-din ‘Attar 
NTishapuri, Persian poet, 241n 

— al-Baqir, Imam, 63, 117n, 121, 
128n, 129, 133, 253, n, 254, n, 
260, 275, 306, 62, 63, 67, 81, 
107 

— Baqir b. Mhd Taqi Majlisi, 62, 
97, 98 

— b. Da’hd b. al-Jarrah, 74 

— b. ad-Dayraji, Abbas, official, 
180, [105] 

— b. al-Hanafiyya, see Mhd b. 
‘Ali. 

— b. al-Hasan b. Mhd b. ‘Ali 
ar-Rida, 286, 90 

Mhd b. Isma‘il b. Ja‘far, Imam, 9, 
iOn, 28, 30, 32, 38, 39, 46, 48, 49, 
54, 55, 67, 68, 70, 78, 91, 92, 94, 
128-130, 133, 141, 144-146, 149- 
151, 154n, 155, 232-234, 236, n, 
237, 240-248, 276, n, 277, n, 290,n, 
293n, 296, 297, n, 303, 36, 47, 
49, 53-58, 82, 99, 100, 105; 
— hujjat of, 296, 99 

Mhd h. Ja‘far, 237, 279, 280, 50, 84 

Abu Mhd al-Kufi, dd%, early iii /ix c., 
158, [93] 

__ _ __ i58n, 163, 

[96]. see under Zakruya b. 
Mahduya; — sons of, 165, [97] 

Mhd b. Mhd al-Yamani, author of 
the Sira of Ja‘far, 10, 184, 185, 
203, 220, [119, 131] 

— ai-Qa’im, 263, 70, 73, under 
al-Qa’im. 

— as-Sa‘id, uncle of al-Mahdi, 
176n, 308n 

— b. Salam, rdwi, 121, 16, 18 

— b . S iilay man , Abbasid general, 
83, 86, 90, 174n, 175, n, 176, 
179-181, [102, 103, 105, 106]; 
— his report, 84-85 

— b. Tahir al-Harithi, Sayyid- 
-na, dci*'i (d. 584/1188), 19 

— b. Zakruya, Abu’l-‘Abbas, 
dd%, 6L SO, 163, n, 165, [96,97] 


Mhd b. Zayd, dd%, author of .K. 

al-Baldgh, 249, 59. 
Muhammadiyya, sect, 279, 84 
Muhsin, Akhu ■ — , historian, 27, 45, 
'74' 

Mu‘ill, incarnation of the Deity, 
Druze idea of, 148, 149 ■ 
al-Mu‘izz U-dm€hlah, Fatimid 
cali|)h (341-365/953-975), 27n, 
102, 140, 151, 187, 190, 196, 203, 
205, 238, 245-247, 264, 313n, 
[109, 110, 114, 119, 121], 20,. 51, 
56, 57, 71; — epistle to the 
of Sind, 155; — incarnation of 
the Deity (Druze idea), 148; — as 
. amw, 102, 20 
E. al-Mujizatu^hkdfiya, 7 
Mukhlid b. Kay dad, Abu Yazid, 
Dajjai, rebel, 64, 139, 262, 272, 
274, 8, 69, 78, 80 

al-Muktafi, Abbasid caliph (289- 
295/902-908), 82, 86, 89, 172n, 
180n 

Mu‘mir b. Sa‘id b. Abi ‘Arufa, 
rdwi, 24 

K. MuniazahCl-aMibdf , 14 

Muqan, district, 117n 

Muqatil b. Sulayman, rdwi, 299, 

101 

al-Muqtada, surname of al-Husayn 
b. Ahmad, Imam, (235, 256n), 
257,63 

al-Murdi, Messiah, 102, 22 
Mu‘rid, hanu —, 166, [97] 

Murta# (= ‘Ali), 268, 75 
Musa, cf. Moses, 16, 47, 67, 76, 90, 
94, 97, 98, 101 

— b. Ahmad, a Shi'ite, 262, 69 

— ■ b, JaTar, 7-th Ithna-‘ashari 
Imam, 55, 233n, 236, n, 237, n, 
238, 239, 280, 281, 282n, 296- 
297n, 49,' 50-52, '85, 86, 99;' 
— Mjdh for Mhd b. Isma‘il, 236, 
49 ; — surnamed . al-Kazim, 33 ; 
— surnamed ar-Rida ( ?), 237n, 

. 50 ■ , / ' . : 

— Tabib, p,hysician to al-Man- 
sur and ' al-Mu'izz, comes from 
Wari in Maghrib, 190, [110] . ,. 

— , Abu Talib, son of al-Mahdi, 
45 ' 

Ibn Abi Musahhif, merchant in 
. Salamiyya, \ii, 178, [103, 104] ^ 
musalld in Mahdiyya, 262, 272, 69, 

:'A,8b 

al-Musayyib, rciwl, 110, 25 
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Muslim^ slave, 207, 208, 214, 215, 
218, 219, [122,127,130]:. '• 

Abn Muslim (Khurasani), 53n 
Mustafa (the Prophet), 263,' 268, 
; 70, 75 ^ 

mmtahaqg. Imam — , 259, 68 
al-Musta‘lI, ^ Patimid caliph ' (487- 
495/1094-1101), 5 
Musta‘lians, sect, 21 , 
ai-Mustansir Patimid caliph, 

(427-487/1036-1094), 4, 5, 23, 
38n,38' ■ 

mustaqarr wa mmiawda^^ 54-56 
fnustawda% 233, n; '—mmtawda^ 
amri^hif explained, 154n, 233n, 
47 ; — ‘ mustawda^ Wl-Mahdi, 

(162), [96] 

Mu'tadd b. Mhd b. Jazar, rebel, 64, 
8 

aI“Mu‘tadid, Abbasid caliph (279- 
289/892-902), 86, 172, n, 173, 
I80,n, [101, 105, 106] 

Mu'tazilite leanings of al-Ma’mun, 
250n 

mutimm^ 244, 55 

al-Muttalibi, 182n, 202, 205-207, 
209,’ 212, 220, [119, 121-123, 
131]; — Ibn al-Muttalibl, [125] 
an-Nabd'tdl-'azmi, 268, 75 
Ibn an-Naddaf at-Tadmuri, Jewish 
executioner, 173n, 179, [105] 

Ibn an-Nadim, historian, 74 
Nafsi kull, 136 
Nahrayn, district, 75 
Najran, Christians of, 295, 98 
ndqa^ she-camel of Yahya b. Zak- 
ruya, 91, 169, [99] 

J?. an-Naqdul~khafi (Druze), 150n, 

■ Idln 

Narjls, slave woman, 287n^ 
an-KFasafl, dd‘l, 138 
an.Nasir, surname of Imam ‘Abdu’l- 
-lah b. Mhd b. Isma'il, 30 
Na^iri Khusraw, 10 
,Nasirii‘d--din Tfisi,. 117n , 

.Na^rani, 4 

Nasraniyya, Christians, q.v., Ill, 
112 

Nfjitiq, the Seventh, 17, 149, '232, n, 
243n, 244, 290n, :' 49, A5; 
potential Qa’im, 246, 57; — 
Sixth, 149; — al-Mursaly Mhd, 
49 

Naysabur, Nishapur, q*v., 30, 241n, . 
54 


Negro slaves (Zinj), importation of 
to ‘Iraq, 72; — insurrection of, 

: .72 

Negroes, iasim of, 2 In 
Nihawand, town, 33, 24 In 
Nile, Nil, 261, 68 

Nishapur, Naysabur, 30, 241,n, 54 
Nizar b. al-Mustansir, 5 
Nizaris, 56 

Noah, Nuh, 18, 239, 245, 250, 252, 
270, 303, 304, 56 , 60, 76, 106; 
— Ark of, 304, 106 ; — sharl'at of. 
303,105 

Nudar, banu — , 168, [99] 

Ibn Nufayl, rdwl, 24 
Nuh, see Noah. 

Nuhnan b. Akhi Ism.a‘ii. b.- an- 
■ -Nu.‘man, da'l^ 84, 85 
. . b. M.hd, Abfi Hanifa, at- 

Tamlml, ‘‘QadI” (d'. 363/974), 
6, 12, 13, 16, 18, 19, 28, 33, 37, 
51, 62, 63, 65, 97-102, 104, 
106-109, 111, 115, 116, 119, 
120, 122, 139, 141, 211, 224n, 
228n, 231n, 313n, [ 125 ] 
nuqahd'^ dignitaries, 275, 276 
nurdniyyat^ 267, 272; cf. ma^rifat. 
an-Nt{>ru'l-awwalj 62 
Nurullah, 74 
Nusayri beliefs, 234n 
Nusayi'is, 147; cf. Alawites. 
Nuwayri, historian, 48, 49, 78 
Obolla, port, 72n 

Omayyads, 107, 110, 114, 115, 117 
“One flock and one shepherd”, 
Fatimid ideal, 115, 118, 119, 
121n 

Orontes, river, 7 7n 
Palestine, Pilistin, q.v., 165, [97] 
Palmyra, Tadmur, q.v., 173, 179, 
181 , [ 102 , 105 ] 

Papacy, 133, 135 

Persia, 19, 21n, 44, 48, 49, 67, 70, 
140, 147, 158; — /us'lmof, 21n; 

. ■ — South — , 49; — SW, 70; — 
Western, 19, 44 
Persian Gulf, 72n 

— “influences” in Ismailism, 
136 

— nationalistic movement, 
129n 

Petros (?), Butnis, q.v., — Kisrfi (?), 
312 , 112 
Plato, 135 

Prayers, esoteric (for Saturday), by 
■■. ■■ al-Muizz, quoted, 245, 66. 
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prolongation of the Last Day, for 
the sake of the Mahdi, 1 14 
Ptolemy, 25 In 
Pythagoras, 16 

“al-Qaddah” (the father or the 
son?), 141, 153, 154, n, 38 
Ibn al-Qaddah, 22, 94, 104, 127n; 

see *‘Abdu’l-iah b. Maymun, 

Qadi Hu'man, see under Nu‘man b. 
Mhd. 

Ibn al-Qadim, ‘Abdu’l-lah, Aghlabid 
official, 221, [132] 

Qadisiyya, 78 

al-Qahraman, see Abu Ya'qub. 
qd'ids, in the troops of Abu ‘Abdi’l- 
-lah ash-Shi'i, 218, 219 
Qa’im (generally), 4 In, 50, 51, 101, 
106, 107n, no, 119n, 232, 239, 
240, 243, 244n, 245, 247, 52 ; 
— explained, lOln; — ahaHmmat 
min-hu, 24-25 ; — dl Muhammad, 
7 , 31 ; — min-nd, 3 , 5 , 16 , 29 ; 
mim. walad Fatima, 6 ; — QdHmu- 
-nd, 7 

al-Qa’im M-amriH-ldh, Abu’l-Qasim 
Mhd b. ‘Abdi’l-lah, Fatimid 
caiiph (322-334/934-946), 12, 

20, 31, 32, 45, 50, 51, 53, 54, 57, 
58, 61, 88, 101, 144, 145, 151- 
154n, 164n, 186, 187, 189-192, 
196, 197, 199, 203, 204, 207, 
208, 212, 214, 215, 217, 219, 
220, 222, 224-226, 229, 230, 
258-266, n, 272, 273n, 303n, 

307n, 308n, [ 109 - 112 , 114 , 115 , 
117 , 120 , 122 , 125 - 133 ], 40, 41 , 
44,45,66-73,78-80; — incarna- 
tion of the Deity (Druze idea), 
148; —mother of, 40, 44, 186, 
[108]; — name, real, ‘Al)du’r- 
Rahman, 50; — not the son of 
al-Mahdi, 23-24; — son of ‘Ali, 
the fourth concealed Imam, 
37 ; — his wife, ITmm Habib, 44, 
189, [110] 

aUqd'im bi-Misr = Imjjat ? 206, n, 
[ 121 ] 

al-QuHmu'l-kulB, 243, 54 
— \s^Sdbi\ 2S2, 47 
QdHm yawmi'l’qiydma, 246, 56 
Qarafa, 3 On 

Qaramita, Qarmatians, real, 70, n, 
86 ; — supposed to be, [98, 106] 
Qarmat, JEamdan, 47-50, 59, 132 
Qarmati, used as an abusive term 
in Ismaili works, 70n 


ai-Qarmati = Abu Mahzul, q.v., 
177-181, 188-190, [102, 104- 
106, 109-lli] 

Qarmatian = Kharijite, 188 

— brothers, sons of Zak- 
ruya, q.v., 47, 52, 59 
Qarmatians, Qaramita, 68-70, 86, 
87, 170n, 273 

— of Bahrayn, 49, bOn, 
70, 147 

“Qarmatians”, supposed to be, 38, 
40, 42, 44, 45, 47, 58, 71, 73, 
81-87, 89-91, 166n, 167, 170n, 
173, 174n, 177n, 180n, i87n, 
193n 

Qarmiz b. as-Sahm ai-Ahmi, officer, 
175, [103] 

Qarqisiya’, Circessium, 84n, 86, 181, 
[ 106 ] 

Qarun, river, 157n 
al-Qai*wana, village, 84 
Qaryatu’s-sayl, village, 175,n, [ 103 ] 
Abil’l-O^sim b. Hassan, 182, 
202n, [ 106 ] 

— — (al-Husayn) b. ai- 
-Farah, Ibn Hawshab, q.v,, 
dd%, Mansuriil-Yaman, q.v., 
37, 196, 197, 206, 211, 224, 225, 
[ 115 , 121 , 122 , 125 ], 40 , 41 

— — = al-Qa’im, q.v., 50, 

. 164, 172, 183, [97, 101, 107, 111, 

126 - 128 ] 

— — b. al-Mustansir, ef. 

al-Musta'li, 38 

— — b. al-Muttalibi, 209, 

211, [ 123 - 126 ] 

— — Yahya (q.v,) b. Zak- 

ruya, surnamed “Shaykh”, 
q.v., or §ahibu’n-naqa,' q.v., 
77, 163, 165-169, [96-98] ' , 

Qasiyyun, a mistake for Fatimiv- 
yun, 80n, ■ 166, 168, .170-172,.., 
181.,. [97, 99]; — dd‘is of, 166; 

— ^nashd'ihh of, [99-101, 105], 
Qastiliyya, province in N. Africa., 

182, 198, 201, 227, [106, 116, ' 
118 ], 42,43 

Qatada, rdwl, 64, 100, 9, 24 
qawlu's-sidq, 114 

Qayrawan, town, 6, 198, 200, 202, 
203n, 205, 207, Y20. 222,.,226, 261,' 
262n, [ 116 - 119 , 121 , 122 , 131, 
132 ], 33,' 42 , .68; —gate,., in 
Raqqada,' 201 . 

Qinnasrin, district in Syria, 306, 
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Qiydmy 'B.nsd, 24:&, B7 

Qiydmati 99, lOln; — 'great, 243,55; 

— Resurrection, 246, 56 . 
al-Qiydmatu^l-huhrd,54:,55 
Qiymnats — spiritual ranks, 243> 55 
qiyds, ijmd\ ra^y, 124 
qumus^ “shirts ”, manifestations of 
the Imamat, '256, 64 
Qiiraysh, Qiirayshites, 100, 251, 24, 
26, 30, 61 

Quss Bahram, district, 75 
Qustantina, town, 33 
Qustantiniyya, Constantinople, q.v,, 
(119,’ 120, 311, n, 312,n), 6, 7, 12, 
111, 112 

Qutb Burhanpuri, author (end xii/ 
xviii c.), 14 

ar-Radd 'aWn-Nusayfl (Driize), 
150n 

ar-Radi, surname of Imam ‘Abdu’l- 
4ah b. Mhd b. Ism., 30, 33, 241, 
248, etc. ' 

Radwa, hill, 288 
rdfid% 2(dl, [118] 

K, Rd}mtu'l-'‘aql, 19 
Ramla, town in Palestine, 79, 80, 
87, 165,n, 167, 168, 172, 181, 
192, 194, n, [97-101, 106, 112, 
113] 

Raqqa, town in Upper Mesopot., 81, 
161, 187n, [95] 

Raqqada, town, N.W. Africa, 12, 
184, 190, 201, 205, 207, 209, 
218n, 222, 261, [107, 111, 118, 
121-123, 132, 133], 68 

i.e. Rasd'ilIJchwdn€s- 
•safd, 4, 33, 35, n, 36, 40, 46, 
250-252, 60, 61, 65 
ar-Rashid, Harun, Abbasid caliph 
(170-193/786-809), 240,n, 248, n, 
297n, 53 

K . Mawddtu^t-taslun, 1 1 7n 
ra’y, ijmd% qiyds, 124 
Ibn Razzam, or Rizam, 74, 127, 155 
religion (dfn, q.v.) of Abraham and 
Muhammad, 118 

of the Magians, 77n, ,123 
Renaissance,' 123 ■ 

restoration of piety, all-Shi‘ite ideal, 
104 ' 

“revolutionary” spirit ofismailism, 
134 

ar-Rida = ‘Ali b. Musa b. Ja‘far, 
33,’237n, (252), 282,n, 284-286,; 
32, 50, (61, 88, 89); — == Musa, 
282, n 


K. ar-Rijdl, by Kashi, 128 
K. ar-Riyddf 138 
Ibn Rizam, Ibn. Razzam. 
Roman Catholic Church, 1 33 
Rudbar, district” in N. Persia, 73, 
rufdu'z-zdhiTf 4:0 

ar-Rulm wa’l-Maqam, baynd — , 30 
Rum, asldb — , 28 ; — balad —, 311, 
312n, 110-112; — jaztra of, 2 In; 

— muluh of, 4, 6 
Rumi, ghuldm, [122] 

Rusafa, town., 80, 81 
ur-rutbatu^s-Balmliyya, 62 
Saba, town, 294, 97 
sabardyya, vml"i lB7n 

'"^sdbi' min-nl'‘\ Imam, or Qa’im, 
98 

as-§adiq, see Ja'far b. Mhd. 

Abu ISadiq, mm, 120, 12 
Sa'dun b. Dadaj, leader of hanu 
Malik, 166, [97] 
as-^afa, hill in Mekka, 107, 13 
§afwan al-Jammal, rdwl, 101, 30 
^ — • b, Ya-hya, rdm, 128n 

9ahibu’l"khal, cf. Afoil Mahzul, 61 

— ’n-naqa, ef. Yaliya b. Zak- 
ruya, 60, 70n, 77 

— ’r-rutba, high dignitary, i54n 

— ’sh-shama, cf. Abu Mahzul, 
44, 61, 70n, 82, 83, 87, 158n 

— 'z-zaman, Mawla«na, the 4-th 
cone. Imam ? 66 

Sa‘id, 58, 59, 307n, 308n; — al- 
‘midaqqah bi^UMahdl, 37; — ssc 
Mhd b. Ahmad b. ‘Abdil-lah, 
q.v.; — r=s Sa‘idul-Khayr, q.v. 
Sa‘id b. Ahmad = al-Mahdi, q.v. 
(Dmzeidea), 150n; — ~ Seventh 
Ndtiq (Druze idea), 15 In; *— ks= 
Mhd b. Ahmad, 150n 
Abu Sa'^id, Qarmatian leader, 34n 
— — al-Hadhari, mm, 108, 

15 

Sa‘idu’l-Khayr “ Mhd b, Ahmad 
b. ‘Abdi’hiah, 31, ’37, 42, 57, 162, 
258, [95], 38, 66; = al-mulaqqab 
bi%Mahd% 38 ; — usurps Imamat, 
162, [95] 

Sa‘!d b. al-Musayyib, rdud, 100, 24 
Abu-Sa‘Sdis, name for the Qarma- 
tians of Bahrayn, 70 
Ibn Salam, or Mhd b. Salam, 108, 
18 , (121, 16, 18) 

. Abu' Salama, dd% 157, [93] 
Salamiyya, town in %ria, 10, 30, 

' ■31, 34-40, 42, 44, 47-49, 57-61, 
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68 , 73 , 77 , 79 , 80 , 82 , 83, 85, 86, 
88 , 90 , 93 , 132 , 158 - 162 , 164-167, 
170 - 175 , 179 - 182 , 184-190, 193, 
195 , 198 , 218 , 306n, [94-98, 
100 - 103 , 105 - 112 , 114, 116, 130, 
133 ] 

Salhab, village near Saiamiyya, 165, 
[97] . 

Salih b. Mhd, Hashimite in Saia- 
miyya, 172, [101] 

Saljuqs, 241n 
Salma (?), 306, 107 
Salma, Umm-, 100 
Salman al-Farsi, 110, 117,n, 118, 
129n, 233, n, 234, n, 254,n, 267- 
271, 4, 6, 24, 47, 62, 73-77; 

— symbolized by basmala, 254; 

— = Salsal, 254, n 

Salsal = Salman, 254 , n; — al-hanm, 
62 ; — Salsaliyya, nitbat 62 
Sam, Sem, 270 , 76 
as-Samami, Yahya b. al-Mahdi, 34n 
Samarqand, 24 In 
Samarra, town, 34, 39 
Samata (?), 198, [116] 

Samit, Imam, 268, 278, 293, 303, 
etc., 75, 104, etc. 

$an‘a, malih of, 225n, 258, 65 
Sandal, slave of al-Mahdi, 207, 208, 
214, 215, 217, 218, [122, 127-130] 
§anhaj a, province, [131]; — jahal — , 
[ 131 ]; — aUmushrik%n, 213, [ 126 ]; 

— al-muslirmn, 213, [ 126 ] 
Saqaliba, Slavs, jazlra of, 21n 
Saqil, slave woman, 287, 91 
K» Sard'iru'n-Nutaqd\ 18 
Satiq, town, 200, [117] 

Satpanth, 43n 

Sawad of ‘‘Iraq, 181 
§awlat (?), — name or title? 273, n, 
79,80 

Sem, Sam, 270, 76 
Seth, Shith, 270, 56, 76 
ash-Sha‘bi, rdwl, 119, 120, 6, 16 
Shabun (?), or Shaydn (?), town, 
160,n, [94] 

ash-Shakir, surname of Mhd b. 
Isma‘il, 30 

Abu Shalaghlagh Ahmad b. Mhd 
b. ‘Abdi’l-lah, 46n 
Sham, Syria, q.v., [96], 16, 30, 68, 
87, 93, 97, 108, 112;— sd/t^6— , 
30 ; — Shamat, 312, 109, li2 
Shami = local Messiah, 111 
ash-Shamsu*t~tdli^a^ surname of al- 
-Mahdi, 38 


K, SharhuH-akhbdr, 12, 13ii, 14, 33 
36, 47', 50, n, 61, 97, n, 122, 185u' 
210n, 228n, 237ii, 306n, 313n; 

— text of an extract, 1-34 
shaft atayn = tanzUwata'wU{Df\\z% 

idea of), 149 

Sharik b. ‘Abdi’l-Iah, Tdw% 121, 26 
Shayba, hanu — , 107n 
‘"ash-Shaykh”, 60, 77, 81,92, 93; — 
cf. under Abul-Qasim, ?aybu’n- 
-naqa, Yahya b. Zakruya. 
Shayun (?), Shabun ( ?), 160, n, [94] 
Shi‘at = Ismailis, 189, [96], 48-51; 

— bi-asri-hd, 84; — shtatu-nd, 
[102]; cf. Shi‘it©s. 

Shi‘i, Shi‘ite (== Ismaili), 174, 202, 
206, 235, 236, 299, 302, [121]; 

— all the— , 279, 285 
Shibte risings, 87 
Shim‘un, Simon, 270, 76 
“shirts”, qumus, i.e. manifestations 

of Imams, 256, 64 
Shith, Seth, 270, 56, 76 
ShuAyb, 303, 104 
K. ash-Shumusu^z-zdhira, 15 
Shustar, town, 157n 
Sicily, 2 In 
sifr, 239, 62 

Sijilmasa, town in W. Africa, 7, 
79, 87, 182, 183, 195, 198, n, 
202-205, 207, 209, 211, 212, 216, 
221, 227, 228, 259, 261, 308, 
[106, 107, 114, 116, 118, 119, 
121-125, 128, 132], 31-33, 37, 
40, 42-44, 66, 68, 109 
Sijill, epistle, of al-Mu‘izz to the 
dd% of Sind, 27n, 140 
Simon, Shim'un, 270, 76 
Sind, or Sindh, dd% of, 27n, 140; 

— jazlra iln 

§iraf, port on Persian Crulf, 70 
slrat (= example) of ‘All, 106, 3 
K. Slrat Ibn Mawshah, see AT. 

Slrat MansurtU Yaman, : 

K. Slrat Ja^far ahHdjib, 7, 8, 10- 
12, 32n, 37, 38, 40-42, 44, 45, 
51, 52, 70n, 79, 80, 91, 164n, 
1 65n, 167n, 176n, 182n, 224- 
227n, 231n, 248n, 308n; — full 
text of, [107-133]; — translated, 
184-223 

K, Slrat Jawdhar, 11, 12, 41n, 154n, 
264n, 265n, 266, 273n 
K, Slrat Mansurtl-Yaman, or Ibn 
Eawshah, Si 37, 47, 50; 74, 94, 
21 In, 36 
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K, as-Siratu'l-mmtaq^ma (Druze), 
Uln , 

K» Sirat Ustddh Jawdhar, &ee K. S* 
Jawdhar. 

a8’‘Sirru^-maktum, 54; 

^Hbn sitta"' (the promised Messiah), 

' 

Solomon, see Sulayman. 

Spica Virginis, Sunbula, constella- 
tion of Zodiac, 312, 112 
Subk, or Subuk ad-Dayiami, or 
as-Saiami, Abbasid official, 80, 

' 81, 187n , 

Sudan, '262, 69 

§ufi,= Abu ‘Abdi’l-lah ash-Siiil, 
206, [121] 

Sufyan ath-Thawri, rdw%, 63, 7 
Sufyani, Messiah, 111 
Sulayman, Solomon, 294, 16, 97, 
^Sl^mdHdat of, 16 ; — minbar 
of, 16 

§u‘luk, Abu Ahmad, slave, 189, 

190, [110, 132] 

Suinaq,ya6a^ — , 159, [94] 

Sumaqa, village, 159n 
Sunbula, Spica Virginis, q.v. 

Surliaf (=Suhrab?) b. Rustam, 

dd%, 34 

Suriyya, 306, 108 

Syria, ef. Sham, 2 In, 3 In, 34,n, 
38, '42, 71-74, 77, n, 80, 81, 87, 
89, 116, 132, 147, 164, 165n, 
166n, 261, 283, 289, 294, 306,n, 
309, SlOn, 312;— of, 145, 
149; — desert of, 132 
Tabariyya, Tiberias, town, 165n, 

191, 192, [111, 112]; -^dd^ of, 
191, [111] 

Tabaristan, province, 120, 12 
tabdllu''sh-8Jiarl’'at, [ilS] 

• Tables of Moses, 120 , 

Tadmur, Palmyra, q.v.; Saqiyat 
of, 179, [105] ■ 

tafwld, 130 
ashdbu'i-tafslr, 28 
taghdbun f 246,11, 

Tahart, town, N.W. Africa, 220, 
[131] 

Tahir, cashier, wazzdn, under al- 
Aziz, 203, [119] 

Abu Tffihr, Qarrnatian leader, 142 
Tahirids, dynasty in Khorasan, 
241n ^ ^ 

Tahuna, village in. . N. Africa, 7,’ 
197, 226, [106, 115], 41 
Abix Taiib, 234, 48 ; 


Taliqan, district, 48, 73, 132 
Ibn Talut al-Qurashi, pretender, 53 
Tamam b. Mu‘arik al-Asjani an- 
. -Na’ili, Abu Zaki, official, 209, 

‘ [123] 

at-Tamami, or as-§amami, Yahya 
b. al-Mahdi, 34n 
“Tamania ”, ^ee Tamnah 
Tamim ad-Dari, rdwl, 120, 16 
Tamna‘ = Tamania on modern 
maps ? 84,11 
tanassur, IZ6 

K, TanhdhuHdiddl wa'l-mustalida, 

19,46,143 

at-Taqi, surname of Ahmad li. 

‘Abdi’i-lah, Imam, q.v., 31 
taqiyya, 229, 288, 289, 297, 92, 93, 
etc. 

Tarabulusul-Gharb, Tripoli in N. 

* Africa, 53, 182, 195, 197, 198, 
226, [106, 114, 116], 34, 42; 

— ’sh-Sham, in Syria, 165, n, [97] 
Tartus, town in Syria, 159n 
ta8hayyu\ 101 

taskbth, 247, 57 
tatklr, dyatu't’, 295, 98 
ta'til, 247, 57 

tawd^ifu^UMakdi (= followers of), 
171, 205, [100, 121] 
ta^wU, 138, 299, 300, etc.; — com- 
pared with ijmd\ etc., 124 
K, Ta'wUu*z-zaMt, 131, 299 
at-Tawrat, Torah, 121, 281, 284, 
16,26,31,88,86 
ta'yld, 279, 293, 97, and 'passim, 
at-Tayyib, Imam, 20-23, 246, 57 
Tayyib, tutor {al-hhddin), slave of 

* al-Mahdl, 172, 182, 189, 191, 192, 
197, 208„ 214, 215, 217-219, 
[101, 106, 110-112, 116, 122, 
123, 126, 129, 130]; —originally 
called Burkan, 164n, 189, [110] 

Tell Afer, 159n 

“temporary Imam”, explained, 
233n 

Thabit, historian, 93 

— rdwi ? 101, 31 
theocratic Alid state, ideal of 

Tsmailism, 135 
Tiberias, see 'J'abariyya. 

Torah, see Tawrat. 

Trimtj% 136 
Tripoli, see Tarabuius. 

Tughj, — or T^ghuch ? — b. JufI, 
gov. of Syria, 81, 166, n, 169, 
[9$, 99] 
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K* Tuhfatu‘’l-qulub, 7 
Tunis, *213n, 308, 109 
“Turk”, governor of Salamiyya, 
cf. Subk, 60, 79, 80, 187-190, 
[109-111] 

Turkey, 147, 160n 
Turks, 117, 118, 123, 4, 6; —jazlm 
of, 21n 

Tusi’s List, 128,11 

Tuzar, town in N.W. Africa, 198, 
201, 202, [116, 118, 119] 
‘Ubaydu’l-lah, the name of al- 
-Mahdi, 57 

— — . son of ‘AbduT-iah 

b. Maymun al-Qaddah, 130 
Ubayy b. Ka‘b, 294,n, 97 ‘ 
Ukhbiyya, or Akhbiyya, village 
near Salamiyya, 86, 179, [105] 
‘XJlays b. ^)amdam b. ‘Adi b. Janab, 
hanu~, (73; 80, 81), 91, (166n) 
al-‘XJlyana, 84, 175n 
‘Umar, caliph, 148, 300, 102 
K. 'Umdatu't4dUb, 38, 241n, 275n, 
282n, 287n, 306n 

Umm ‘All, 172, [101], the same as 
the next one ? 

— — al-Qahramana, wife of a 
Christian slave, 186, 189, [108, 
110 ] 

— Habib, wife of al-Qa’im, 
189, [110] 

— Abi’i-Husayn, daughter of 
the dd'z of Egypt, 194, [113] 

— Ja‘far, 306,107 
K, UmmuH^Midb, 117n, 137,n, 147, 
234n, 253n, 254n, 256n 
ummu’l-Mahdi, 189, [110] 
ummu’l-Qa’im, 44, 186, [108] 

Umm Salim bint Khalid, 305, 107 
— Salma, as a rdwi, 24 
uncle of al-Mahdi, q.v., sons of, 
44, 165, [97] 

Uruk, in S. Mesopot., 179n 
tax, 209, [123] 

Ustadh Jawdhar, see Jawdhar. 
‘Uthman, caliph, 119, 148, 6 

— b. Hijaz, banu — , 171, 

[ 100 ] 

K. 'Uyunu'l-akhbdr^ 4, 10, 13, 14, 
24, 27n, 29, 32, 38, 40, 42, 78, 
240n, 241n, 242n, 266n, 276n, 
277n, 297n 

“veil” and “door”, Mjdb wa hdb, 
q.v., 253, 257 ; — greatest, 254, 
255 


vision of Jabir b., ‘Abdi’l-lah al- 
-Ansari, 256 sqq,'. 
wctd^~ mission, 284, 88 
wa^du^l’lah,2Q 

wadi'at, 263, [98], etc.; ■ — wa 
amdnat, 265 

al-Wafi, surname of Imam Ismail 
b. Ja‘far, 30 

wahy^ as explained by ai-Mu‘izz, 
238,51 

Waki‘ b. al’Jarrah, rdwl, 120, 7 
waladu’l-'‘Ahhds, — Abbasid caliph, 
[112], 84, 87 
walad ‘Ali, 14, 16 
. — — Zayni’l-'abidin = Mah- 

di,26 

— Fatima, 250, 252, 6, 15, 24, 
25, 87 

waladu’l-Husayn — Imam, 32 
— T-Mahdi, Imam min — , 4, 
6, 16, 17, 20, 27, 29 
waVi ^akdil-musUmm, 38 
Waliyyu’l-a^immat wal-Imdmat wa 
sdhihu^r-Iiisdlat wa’d-da'^wat s= 
Prophet, 4 
waliyyul-atnr, SI, 61 
waliyyul-‘‘asr, 249, 59 
waliyyuH-ldh, — Imam, 258, 263, 
83; — = al-Qa’im, 66, 70 
waliyyul-haqq, 61 
waliyyu-hu ~ al-Mahdi, 33 
waliyyat al~mansuha hi-jaziraU-nd 
(i.e. Yaman), 37 

wdqifa, or waqfiyya sects, 49, 67, 70 
Wari, town in W. Africa, 189, [110] 
al-Warq, district in Upper Mesopot., 
179, [105] 

al-Warqa’, ancient Uruk, 179n 
Wasif b. ^awartagin, 78 
wife of al-Qa’im, see Umm Habib. 
Wuldtu^hamr, 250,60 
Yahudi, 4 ; — min ahl Tadmur, exe- 
cutioner, [102] 

Yahya b. ‘Abdi’l-lah b. Mhd (b. 
Isma‘ii ?), 92n 

' — b. al-Mahdi at-TamamI or 
as-Samami, 34n, 78 ^ ^ ■ 

. — b. Mhd b. Salam, rdw% 115, 
28,29 *■ . 

— ' ' b. Salam, 110 

— ' the , “ Shaykh”, see , Y. ' b.' ' 
Eakruya. ■ . 

— - Abu Zakariya, b, al-Mahdi 
at-Tamami' or as-9amami, „ 34n, . 
78? 
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Yabya b. Zakruya (Zakariya b. al- 
■ -Mahdi), 47, 60, 77, 78, 80, 88, 
89, 91, 92, 93; — cf. Abu’l- 
Qasim, Shay kb, Sdhibu^n-ndqa, 
Yajiij wa Majuj, Gog and Magog, 

V.ii2 : 

Yaman, 13, 15, 18, n, 21, 24, 31, 
32, 37, 38, 41, IX, 47, 52, 57, 71, 
73, 74, 94, 118, 124, 132, 142, 
189, 190, 194-196, 206, 211, 224, 
225,n, 260, 303, 307, [93, 111, 
113-115, 121, 125], 36, 37, 40, 
41, 65, 67, 105, 108; — da^wat in, 
[115, 121]; ^ sahib of—, [125] 
al-Yamani, local Messiah, 111, 40 
Ya‘qnb, Jacob, 277, 296, 303, 82, 

, 99, 104 

Abu Ya‘qxib al-Qahraman aii- 
-Nasrani, slave, 186, 189, 191, 
192,* 197, 208, 214, 215, 217-219, 
[108, 110-112, 116, 122, 126, 
129,130] 

— — as-Sijzi, dd% 138 

al-ydqutatu^l-hamrd wa'^s^safrd, sym- 
bolic, 270, 76 

yawm,u‘l’Qiydmat^ 17, 52, 56 
Abu Yazid, ate Mukhlid b. Kaydad. 
Yusha‘ b. an-Nun, Joshua, 233, 270, 
276, 286, 290, 294, 296, 47, 76, 
82,94, 97, 99, 100 
Yusuf, Joseph, 277, 297, 303, 82, 
99, 104 

Yusuf al-Qahraman, 182, [106] 
Zadan, rdwl^ 110, 118, 24 
az-l^ahir, Fatimid caliph (411- 
427/1021-1036), 23, 310n, 311n 
zdMr wa hdtin, explained, 3 sqq. 
zuMt shcm'at Mhdt B*7 
B, az-Zdkira fi ma^rifaWd-ddri'U 
■ -akhira, 7 

K* :Zahru%ma^f2n^, 4, 12, 17, n, 50, 
,153n,' 154n,. IBOn,. 233n, 241n, 
275n, ^ 301n — Influenced by .the’ 
QhdyatiiH-mawdMdj ,22; — should 
it be pronounced Zuhru'l-ma*- 
, . ‘urn? 17n; . — . extract, .text of,’ 

. . , 47-80 ; — translated, 232-274 


I Abu Zakariya, incarnation of the 
Deity (Druze), 148 
Zakariya b. al-Mahdi, see Zakrfiya 
b. Mahduya. 

az-Zaki, surname of Imam Husayii 
b. Ahmad, 31, 36 

Abu Zaki, Tarnam b. Mu‘arik al- 
-Asjani an-Na*ili, official, 209, 

[123] 

Zakruya b. Mahduya, i.e. Zakariya 
b. al-Mahdi, Abu Mhd or Mah- 
mud, q.v., al-Kufi, dd% in Kufa, 
34n, 48, 60, 76-78, 80, 89-93, 
158n; — son-in-law of, 74; — 
sons of, claiming Iraamat, 91, 
93 

zanddiga, heretics, 4, 6 
zandaqa, 117, 136 

az-Zawra’, Baghdad, q.v., 306, 307, 
107,108,112 

Zayd h. ‘Ali Zayni’l-‘abidin, 305, 

107 (?) 

Zaydi principles, 28 In 
Zaydis, sect, 145 

Zaynu’l-‘abidin, ‘Ali b. al-Husayn, 
q.v., 54, 55, 101, 153, 255, 256, n, 
267, 64, 73 

Zayri, or Ziri, 213, [126] 

Zayrids, dynasty in Tunis (362- 
543/972-1148), 213n 
az-Zij, astronomical tables com- 
piled for al-Ma’mun, q.v,, 250, n, 
60 

Zikruya, Zikrwaili, 77n 
K. az-Zma, 138 

(Zinj), Negroes, insurrection of, 72 
Ziri, see Zayri. 

Ziyad, band — , 166, [97] 

’ - — b. Bashshar, rdwi, 24 
Ziyadatu’I-Iah (III), Agldabid ruler, 
198,11, 201, 211, 221, 226, 227, 
[116, 124, 132], 34, 42-44 
Zoroaster, 136 

Zoroastrians, 135 # 

Zubayda, wife of Hanln ar-Rashid, 
•297n 
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Note Errata on the Reverse, 


ERBATA 


Page 2, line last but one; last word = 

gf - ^ 

— 3, last line: read 

— 9, sixth line: read 

— 20, third line : read 

gs 

— 22, third line from the bottom : read U for U y 

— 24, third line from the top : read j j 

,, fifth ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, 

— 27, third line from the bottom: read 

— 30, top lino : read for 

— 32, second line from the bottom: read ^ 

— 40, third line from the top : read a damma over JoS 

— 51, sixth line from the top: read last word 

— 62, topline: read for jJ 

— 63, eighth line: cancel the reference to Cor. LXXII, 26. 

— 79, tenth line: cancel ( ? 4 JI) 

— „ last line: read ui for 

— 88, second line: read for and for uUjJ! 

— „ twelfth line; read isu-..# j for 

— 89, seventh line; put j into square brackets. 

— - eighth line: cancel the initial 

— 98, fifth line: read for <->■ 

—•103, eleventh line: read 

— ^109, fifth line : read for 
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